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and healing process, 


Fortenberry, .a 6-foot-3, 
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Q) Fortenberry 
vows to return fo 
ECCC next season 


Before having even fully 
recovered from the pain of six- 
and-a-half hours worth of sur- 
gery, East Central Community 
College freshman baseball 
player John Fortenberry has 
vowed to return to the dia- 
mond in 2005. 


Fortenberry, a former 


standout pitcher at Carthage 
High School, underwent suc- 
cessful surgery to remove his 


| right eye and to reconstruct 


the side of his face with titani- 
um plates on Thursday, less 
than a week after being hit in 
the face with a batted ball. 


He is the son of Dawn and 
Roddie  Fortenberry of 
Carthage. 


The injuries occurred dur- 
ing an intrasquad game at 
ECCC following the team’s sec- 
ond week of spring practice on 
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Dawn said her son was out- 
fitted with a prosthetic eye 


Friday, Jan. 23. during the operation as well 


eye removed 
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and he will soon visit an “éye 
artist” in Jackson who will 
exactly match it with the color 
of his left eye. 

Doctors previously enlight- 
ened John about the steps he 
will have to take to adjust to 
sight with only one eye, Dawn 
said, but he is already looking 
toward a return to the ECCC 
playing field. 

“The doctors and his coach- 
es have talked to him and he 
said, ‘I will play again,” Dawn 
said. “The doctors said as long 
as he had protection on his 
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head and eye he can play.” 
While the past two weeks 


have been trying, John’s moth- | 


er expressed thanks for all who 
have shown concern and 
offered prayers during the 
ordeal. 

John's teammates at ECCC 
and the coaching staff have 
offered much support, she said. 

“The coaches and his team- 
mates have been behind him 
150 percent,” she said, adding 
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that head coach Jake Yarbor- 
ough special ordered caps with 


John’s No. 29 embroidered on” 


them for the team to wear this 
season. 

“We will miss him this sea- 
son,” Yarborough said, “but the 
most. important bhing ° is iets 
health and well being.” ve 

John is scheduled to return 
to his doctor today (Thursday) 
to have his stitches removed 


y 
- 
a 


from 7A 


and he dowd not have to 
undergo any further operation, 
according to his mother. 


Fortenberry was one of four 


pitchers vying for four spots in - 


the Warriors’ starting pitching 
rotation this spring. 


' He will be be given a med- 
ical redshirt for the upcoming 
season and will retain two sea- 
son’s of eligibility at ECCC. 
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ECCC Diamond Warriors 


When baseball season gets 
underway February 12 for the East 
Central Community College 
Diamond Warriors, players will 
have more than scoring runs and 
winning games on their minds. 
Team members will also direct their 
thoughts toward John Fortenberry, a 
freshman pitcher from Carthage, 
who sustained a season-ending 
injury during an intra-squad scrim- 
mage on January 23. 

Fortenberry was hit in the 
face by a line drive, crushing the 
ride side of his face. He underwent 
several hours of surgery at 
University of Mississippi Medical 
Center in Jackson following the 
incident, but efforts to save his right 
eye were not successful. 

Another surgery was per- 
formed January 29, during which 
time doctors removed his eye and 
reconstructed the right side of his 
face. Fortenberry 1s expected to 
receive an artificial eye sometime in 
March, 

Diamond Warrior head 
Jake Yarborough said players will 
display Fortenberry’s # 29 on their 
caps throughout the 2004 campaign 
in tribute to their fallen teammate. 

Yarborough said 
Fortenberry, a 6-3, 211-pound right- 
hander and former standout at 
Carthage High School, was among 
freshman hurlers competing for the 
starting rotation. He was also 
expected to see playing time in the 
outfield. 

Yarborough also said 
Fortenberry’s accident has been 
“devastating to our whole baseball 
team.” 

“Our hearts and prayers go 
out to John and his family,” 
Yarborough said, “and we hope for a 
quick recovery. John is a very athlet- 
ic young man and one of our top 
freshmen. We will miss him ne sea- 
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son but the most important thing is 
his health and well being.” 


Fortenberry is the son of 
Dawn and Cookie Fortenberry of 
Carthage. 


Yarborough, now in his 
third year as ECCC head coach, led 
the Diamond Warriors to a 21-21 


“game away from making the state 


playoffs, a goal Yarborough expects 
his team to reach this year. 

“We have several returnees 
from last year, including six starters 
in the field and two pitchers. Our 
sophomores know how tough our 
schedule is and we expect them to 
give us leadership,” Yarborough 
said. 

Regarding the team’s 
strengths, Yarborough made the fob 
lowing observation: 

“I think our team has a 
strong work ethic and a love for the 
game. We should be more athletic 
this year. Our outfielders have good 
speed with arm strength. We are fun- 
damental in the infield. Our catchers 
are tough behind the plate. Our 
pitching staff consists of six sopho- 
mores and seven freshmen. Our key 
to success lies with defense and 
pitching.” 

Top offensive returnees 
and their respective batting averages 
from 2003 include Drew Kenna of 
Forest, .392: Dexter Sellers of 
Bastrop, La., .320; and Michael 
Dunn of Pascagoula, who hit .287 
with six home runs and 30 RBs. 
Destin Moore of Kosciusko collect- 
ed 24 RBIs. (Kenna, team co-cap- 
a broken left arm during practice on 
January 29 and will be out of action 
for approximately eight weeks.) 
Tally, a product of Mooreville High 
School in Saltillo, leads returning 
pitchers with a 6-2 record. Tally and 


fellow sophomores Brent McMillan 
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of Newton and Hunter Holley of 
Philadelphia are competing for the 
starting rotation on the mound. 

Regarding top freshmen, 
Yarborough said Jonathan Booker 
(Philadelphia) and Lucas Poole 
(Newton) “are also competing for 
the starting rotation,” and Marcus 
Davis (Magee) has been “very 
impressive swinging the bat.” He 
added Mario Thomas (Forest) and 
Brandon Ezell (Newton County) 
should see “a lot of playing time” in 
the middle infield. 

Yarborough said his team 
is ready to begin the “real” season, 
especially after completing a suc- 
cessful fall campaign. 

“We finished Sarl in the 





standing stats. Michael Dunn hit 
457 with two home runs and seven 
doubles; Jacob Townsend (Neshoba 
Central) hit .441 with one home run 
and seven doubles; Brian McNeil 
(Enterprise) hit .421; and Marcus 
Davis (Magee) had four home runs. 
Jim Talley pitched 20 innings with 
19 stnkeouts and no walks, and 
Jonathan Sigrest (Scott Central) was 
on the mound for 13 innings, stnk- 
ing out 13 batters and allowing just 
four walks. Our team also worked 
very hard in the weight room and on 
conditioning. We are now a much 
stronger team mentally and physi- 
cally.” 

1 his second year as 
an assistant to Coach Yarborough is 
Reggie Richardson. 

The Diamond Warriors 
open up with Northeast Mississippi 
Community College at 2 p.m. 
Thursday, February 12 in 
Booneville, and begin home action 
at 1 p.m. Saturday, February 14 
against Jones County Junior 
College. Both games are double- 
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dedicate season to fallen player 
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John Fortenberry 

John lost his right eve in an intramu-. Jake Yarbrough is the head coach of the 

ral game recently. The Diamond Warrior have East Central Community College Diamond 
dedicated the season to him.(EC photo) Warriors.(EC photo) 











team to honor 


Fortenberry 


When baseball season 
gets underway February 12 
for the East Central Com- 
munity College Diamond 
Warriors, players will have 
more than scoring runs and 
winning games on their 
minds. 

Team members will also 
direct their thoughts toward 
John Fortenberry, a freshman 
pitcher from Carthage, who 
sustained a season-ending 
injury during an intrasquad 

‘rimmage on January 25. 

Fortenberry was hit in the 
face by a line drive, crushing 
the ride side of his face. He 
underwent several hours of 
surgery at University of 
Mississippi Medical Center in 
Jackson following the inci- 
dent, but efforts to save his 
right eye were not successful. 

Another surgery was per- 
formed Thursday during 
which time doctors removed 
his eye and reconstructed the 
right side of his face. 
Fortenberry is expected to 
receive an artificial eye 
sometime in March. 

Diamond Warrior head 
Jake Yarborough said players 
will display Fortenberry’s No. 
29 on their caps throughout 
the 2004 campaign in tribute to 

AF their falien 
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teammate. | 
Yarborough said Forten- 


Lf berry, a 6-foot-3, 211-pou d 
right-hander ws ee 
standout at Carthage Hi 

i School, was among eaten 

UNhurlers competing for the 
starting rotation. He was also 
xpected to see playing time 
in the outfield. — 

SP Yarborough said Forten- 
berry’s accident has been, 

IMI “devastating to our whole 


baseball team.” | 
Yarborough, now in his 
third year as head coach, led 


the Diamond Warriors to a 21- ~ 


21 mark last season. They were 
one game away from making 
the state playoffs, a goal 
Yarborough expects his team 
to reach this year. 

“We have _ several 
returnees from last year, 


including six starters in the » 


field and two pitchers. Our 
sophomores know how 
tough our schedule is and we 
expect them to give us lead- 
ership,” Yarborough said 
prior to losing Drew Kenna 
with a broken wrist on 
Thursday. Kenna batted .592 
as a freshman 

“I think our team has a 
strong work ethic and a love 
for the game. We should be 
more athletic this year, Our 
outfielders have good speed 
with arm strength. 

“We are fundamental in 
the infield. Our catchers are 
tough behind the plate. Our 
pitching staff consists of six 
sophomores and seven fresh- 
men. 

“Our key to success lies 
with defense and pitching.” 

Top. offensive returnees 
and their respective batting 
averages irom 2003. include 
Dexter Sellers (.320), and 
Michael Dunn (.287 with six 
home runs and 30 RBIs). 

The Diamond Warriors 
open up with Northeast 
Mississippi Community 
College February 12 in 
Booneville, and begin home 
action February 14 against 
Jones County Junior College. 
Both dates are doublehead- 
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ECCC baseball player still 


recovering from eye injury 


Frosh John Fortenberry 
of Carthage loses eye 
after taking on line drive 


By ROBBIE ROBERTSON 
Special to The Democrat 





East Central Community College 
pitcher John Fortenberry always 
thought he had what it took to be a 
major leaguer. 

At 6-foot-4, 227 pounds, he had the 
frame, 

Now the Carthage native just hopes 
to [ive a normal life. 

During an intra-squad scrimmage 
_ last week, Fortenberry was hit in the 
face by a line drive, crushing the right 
side of his face. 

“It was something he couldn't have 
reacted to,” ECCC coach Jake 
Yarbrough said. 

“It was so quick and so unfortu- 


nate, Our guys immediately went over 
to the side and said a prayer. Luckily 
his parents were there to give the para- 
medics information.” 

His parents, Dawn and Cookie 
Fortenberry, accompanied Fortenberry 
to Laird Hospit 
face Were stitched up. 

He was then transported to the Uni- 
versity of Mississippi Medical Center 
in Jackson where he underwent a 5- 
Yarbrough said after the practice, 
most of the team loaded on a bus and 
went to Jackson to check on their fall- 
en teammate. 

“(The doctors) said he was very 
fortunate to be alive and this was the 
worst eye injury they had ever seen,” 
Dawn Fortenberry said. “They told us 
yee ee SiS: bee a 





ospital where the cuts on his 


and told us it was lost,” 





Fortenberry’s mother said her son 5 


was scheduled for another surgery on 


‘Thursday where doctors will attempt 


to reconstruct the right side of his face 
and the orbital area with titanium plat- 
ing. 

“You could just see it in his face 
when the doctors came in and told him 
that he was going to lose his eye,” 
Dawn Fortenberry said. “He had every 
intention of going all the way (to the 
major leagues). Only God knows what 
the plan may be for him now. We do 
thank everyone for the 

support and love that they are 


Yarbrough said Fortenberry was 


one of his top incoming freshmen. As 


a high school pitcher at Carthage, 
Fortenberry was a Mississippi Associ- 
ation of Coaches All-Star and partici- 


the « ” pated in the State Games of Mississip- 


pi. 
“It is devastating to our whole 


baseball team,” Yarbrough said. “Our 

hearts and prayers go out to John’s 
family. 

“We hope for a quick recovery. 

was a very athletic young man 

of our top freshmen. We will 

APPEA oo he elke important thing 


is how he is doing.” 
LAKE A’. “He was probably one of the best 
kids that’s come through here.” said 
SCOTT _— Prather, editor of the Carthagin- 
UNION — wn only was he a great baseball 
player, he was a good kid. He was a 
WINST! ‘yes sir, no sir,’ kind of kid. He was a 
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real talented kid and managed to keep 
his feet on the 

ground.” 

Fortenberry’s mother said she 
doesn't know how she will go about it 
but hopes that the accident will 
prompt some discussion over using 
aluminum bats in college and perhaps 


some kind of protection for pitchers. THAGINIAN 


“I don’t know what we will do but 


[ don’t want this to happen to anybody HOBA DEMOCRAT 


else,” Dawn  Fortenberry 


said. 
“Chances are if it had been a wood [TON RECORD ___ 


bat, they might have had a chance, He 


even said as a player, he wished they [DIAN STAR _ 
ULARION-LEDGER 


would change to wooden bats.” 
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ECCC Diamond Warriors 


Members of the East Central Community College 
baseball team for the 2004 season. Diamond Warriors and 
their respective high schools include, from left, front, out- 
fielder Andre Coleman, second baseman/short stop/out- 
fielder Brian McNeill, catcher Robby Carey, shortstop/sec- 
ond baseman Mario Thomas, third basemanh/second base- 
man Matthew Boggan, second baseman/outfielder Daniel 
Harrison, third baseman Michael Dunn, pitcher/outfielder 
Dexter Sellers, pitcher Hunter Holley, pitcher Brent 
McMillan, second baseman/shortstop Brandon Ezell, out- 
fielder Derrell Ashford, middle, student assistants Brian 
Deel, and Chris Lynn, catcher/first baseman Jacob 





Townsend, outfielder Drew Kenna, pitcher Jonatha) 
Sigrest, Scott Central; pitcher/first baseman Jonatha 
Booker,catcher/left fielder Craig Martin, catcher/firs 
baseman Corey Coward, pitcher Hunter Johnson, studen 
assistants Eric Hardy and James Sparks, bach 
pitcher/first baseman Jim Tally, pitcher Lucas Pook 
pitcher/first baseman Bryan Bennett, pitcher/outfielde 
Marcus Davis, first baseman Destin Moore, pitcher Kevi 
Hatch, Carthage; pitcher Cody Savell, infielder David Fre 
Jake Yarborough, head coach; and Reggie Richardsor 
assistant coach. Not pictured pitcher/outfielder Joh 
Fortenberry of Carthage and pitcher Chris Middleton. 
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| LOCAL SPORTS | . 


Oops! Balk gives East Central victory over East Mississippi | 
By Tony Krausz / assistant sports editor 


Feb, 23, 2004 


East Central Community College received a little help from the rule book, as the team 
picked up its second win in as many games at the Rush Classic Baseball Tournament on 
Sunday. 


The Warriors (2-3) tallied their final run in a 3-2, 10-inning win over East Mississipp! 
Community College (2-3) on a balk, which allowed ECCC pinch runner Daniel Harrison to 
score. 


“That's part of the game.” said Warriors coach Jake Yarborough. “We felt confident with 
runners at second and third, with one out, that something good was going to happen. We 
were glad to get the win.” 


Warriors designated hitter Michael Dunn led off the bottom of the 10th inning drawing a 
walk, and Harrison replaced him on the base paths. 


ECCC right fielder Dexter Sellers followed the walk with a single to left field, and Harrison 
and Sellers moved to third and second base, respectively, on a groundout to second base 
by Bryan Bennett. 


With runners on the corners, EMCC coach Bill Baldner brought in Jonathan Russell to 
replace reliever Andrew Pylate. 


Russell was called for a balk for breaking his hands before stepping off the pitching rubber 
before throwing a pitch. 


“You have to step off and then break your hands,” Baldner said. “He was breaking his 
hands while stepping off.” 


The Lions forced the extra inning by coming back from a two-run deficit in the top of the 
sixth inning. 


EMCC designated hitter Justin Faulkner dropped ECCC’s lead down to 2-1 with a 
groundout to the shortstop, allowing Rod Williams to score from third base. 


_ions catcher Justin Best tied the game at two with an RBI double to right field to bring 


home David Nanney, who reached base on a single. Nanney finished the game going 2- 
for-3, with a single and a double. 
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‘| like that we came back,” Baldner said. “| thought Nanney hit the ball well a couple of 
times, but we stink at the plate right now. Some of our sophomores really let us down. We 
had chances in the seventh, eighth and ninth innings to knock in some runs, but we 
didn't.” 


Dunn, who went 2-for-3 in the game, gave ECCC a 2-0 lead in the bottom of the third 
inning by smashing a two-run homer over the left-field wall. 


“Michael Dunn hit a big home run for us,” Yarborough said. “We didn’t hit with runners in 
scoring position like we wanted to.” 


The Warriors ended the game recording seven hits, and the Lions had six. 

ECCC relief pitcher Brent McMillan notched the win allowing no runs on three hits with 
four strikeouts in four innings. EMCC’s Andrew Pylate, who relieved Robert Tucker in the 
seventh, took the loss giving up one run on three hits in 3.1 innings with three strikeouts, 
The Lions continue their season against Gulf Coast Community College at 1 p.m. 


Wednesday at home in a doubleheader. The Warriors meet Southwest Community 
College in a doubleheader at 1 p.m. Wednesday at home. 


© 2003 The Meridian Star All Rights Reserved. 
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Eagles 
fly past 
Warriors 


By Robby Atkinson 
staff writer 


It was hard to find a flaw in 
the Meridian Community Col- 
lege baseball team on Friday 
in the second game of the Rush 
Classic. 

The Eagles scored seven 
runs in the bottom of the 
second inning on the way to a 

10-0 over 
eos East Cen- 
tral Com- 

We played esis 

. College at 
well today, Seige 
and we swung Field. 


bats great. . “We 
the hi coach Played well 
Mike Federico today, and 
we swung 
the bats 
great,” said 
MCC head 
coach 
Mike Fed- 
erico. “I 
"was very 
pleased 
‘with the 
way we 
played 
defense 
} overall, 

: — and we 
came up with some big plays 
several times during the early 
stages, which was great.” 
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WAITING FOR THE CALL 
East Central’s Mario Thomas looks for the call from the umpire afer taoginc out Meridian’s Josh 
Morgan during a steal attempt of second base. 
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The Eagles’ Aaron George 
started the seven-run second 
inning with a single past East 
Central third baseman Michael 
Dunn to put the first runner 
aboard for MCC. Sam Self 
came on to run for George and 
swiped second base. 

Toddrick Johnson walked 
after the stolen base and then 
sophomore right fielder Drew 
Van Sickle came up with the 
first blow of the inning for 
MCC. Van Sickle drove a deep 


shot to left that rattled off the 


wall for a two-run double to 
give the Eagles a 2-0 lead. 

Kyle Ginn hammered the 
first home run of the season 
for MCC, with a towering shot 
over the left-field wall to ig heme 
the lead to 5-0. 

“| thought that we 
responded very well after a 
tough loss in the second game 
of the doubleheader on 


Tuesday,” Federico said. “We 
are wats excited about the way 
we are p he 
‘The Ze ept Soihig for 
MCC as Michael Murray fol- 
lowed Ginn with a single, and 
Joey Lieberman drove in 
Murray on a sacrifice fly to left 
to make the score 60. The final 
run of the inning came off the 
bat of Van Pope with a line 
drive homer to right-center 
field for a 7-0 advantage. 

“We give Meridian a lot of 
Siri because they played 


Yarbrough. “We just need to 
try and come back tomorrow 


and try and get back on track 
and get a win.” 
MCC starting _ pitcher 


Matthew Rozier rolled along in 
the game by tossing four 
innings of no-hit ball and 
notched his first win on the 


mound this season. Rozier 
allowed two hits and struck out 
one batter in six innings of 
work. 


“I felt really good going into 


the game, and I made some 
great pitches early that gave 
me a little confidence,” Rozier 
said. “It was great to get this 
win today, and I think we are 
pointed in the right direction.” 
Rozier stole the show for 
much of the middle half of the 
game, but the MCC bats took 
control in the fifth to give 
Rozier plenty of run support. 
Dillon Sudduth led the fifth off 
with a double and two batters 
later Ginn came through with 
a long drive to deep cen field 
just over the large green wall 
for his second home run of the 
game to give the Eagles a 9-0 


“They left a couple of 
pitches up that 1 took advan- 


1 A 
Teh +S 


tage oi ae I was fortunate to 


connect on those homers,” 


Ginn said. “It was great for our 


team to get this win to start the 


tournament, and we hope to 
rai oan it going.” 

The Eagles added their final 
run in the sixth inning to cap- 


ture the win by the 10-run rule. 


Pope led the inning off with a 
double and later scored on a 
throwing error by relief pitcher 
Cody Savell that secured the 
win for the homestanding 
Eagles. 

Jonathan Booker took the 
loss for East Central allowing 
seven runs: on five hits in just 
two innings of work. | 

MCC improved to 2-1 vera 
and East Central drop; 
3. The Eagles return t 





he 


today at 3 p.m. eoainet ea 
_ Mississippi. East Central will 
play at noon against Jones 
County Junior College. 


Eagles 
fly past 
Warriors 


By Robby Atkinson 
staff writer 

It was hard to find a flaw in 
the Meridian Community Col- 
lege baseball team on Friday 
in the second game of the Rush 
Classic. 

The Eagles scored seven 
runs in the bottom of the 
second inning on the way to a 
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WAITING FOR THE CALL 
East Central’s Mario Thomas looks for the call from the umpre a"=r *eogme out Mendian’s Josh 
Morgan during a steal attempt of second base. 





baseball team 


eams first two wins 


ECCC 10, Jones 7 
A late offensive burst 
helped East Central Commu- 





nity College ov 
ing Mee Th 10% win Geer 


Jones Junior College in the — 


Rush Classic on Saturday. 
Down 5-0 after the second 

inning, East Central rallied 

with eight runs in the final 


| innings. 

“We' ve been struggling 
hitting the ball lately,” said 
Warriors head coach Jake 
Yarbrough, whose team 
picked up its first win of 
the season. “It was good to 
see us hit the ball as well as 
we did.” 

East Central got on the 
scoreboard in the top of the 
third on a two-out, two-RBI 
single by Michael Dunn, 
but Jones rebuilt its five- 
run lead in the bottom of 
the fourth when Burch hit a 
two-RBI single. Burch hit 2- 
for-5 for the Bobcats, who 
took their 7-2 lead into sev- 
enth inning. 

Warriors catcher Bradon 
Ezell scored in the top of 
the seventh on a sacrifice 
fly by Mario Thomas, 
beginning a comeback for 
East Central that the War- 
riors compigted A 








of five East Central batters 
with multiple hits, drove a 
looper into shallow left 


2 field- field, scoring Derrell Ash- 


ford and Michael Dunn. 

Robby Carey thrust the 
Warriors in front later in 
the inning, belting a three- 
run homer down the left 
field line and putting Bast 
Central wp 8-7. 


MCC 10, ECCC 0 

The Eagles scored seven 
runs in the bottom of the 
second inning, which were 
more than enough as MCC 
took a 10-0 over East Cen- 
tral Community College at 
Scaggs Field. 


ECCC 3, EMCC 2 

The Warriors (2-3) tallied 
their final run in a 3-2, 10- 
inning win over East Mis- 
sissippi Community Col- 
lege (2-3) on a balk, which 
allowed ECCC pinch run- 
ner Daniel Harrison to 
score. 

ECCC relief pitcher 
Brent McMillan notched 
the win allowing no runs on 
three hits with four strike- 
outs in four innings. The 


Warriors eae } a Gane 
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The 2004 East Central Community College Warrior baseball team. 


Warmiors dedicate season 


to injured teammate 


Spei rel {0 the Record 

When baseball season gets 
under way February 12 for 
the East Central Community 
College Diamond Warriors, 
players will have more than 
scoring runs and winning 
games on their minds. 

Team members will also 
direct their thoughts toward 
John Fortenberry, a fresh- 
man pitcher from Carthage, 
who sustained a season-end- 
ing injury during an intra- 
squad scrimmage on Jan- 
uary 23. 

Fortenberry was hit in the 
face by a line drive, crushing 
the ride side of his face. He 
underwent several hours of 
surgery at University of Mis- 

APPE# Sissippl 

Medical Center in Jackson 
LAKE | following the incident, but 
efforts to save his right eye 

SCOTT were not successful. 
Another surgery was per- 
UNION formed January 29, during 
wana, Wiich time doctors removed 
WINST! his eye and reconstructed 
wr the right side of his face. 
SPIRIT Fortenberry is expected to 
IMPAC’recelve an artificial eye 

sometime in March. 


Diamond Warrior head 





Jake Yarborough said play- 
ers will display Fortenber- 
ry’s No. 29 on their caps 
throughout the 2004 cam- 
paign in tribute to their fall- 
en teammate. 

- Yarborough said Forten- 
berry, a 6-3, 211-pound right- 
hander and former standout 
at Carthage High School, 
was among freshman 
hurlers competing for the 
starting rotation. He was 
also expected to see playing 
time in the outfield. 

Yarborough said Forten- 
berry,s accident has been 
“devastating to our whole 
baseball team.” 

“Our hearts and prayers 
go out to John and his fami- 
ly,” Yarborough said, “and 
we hope for a quick recovery. 
John is a very athletic young 
man and one of our top 
freshmen. We will miss him 
this season but the most 
important thing is his health 
and well being.” 

Fortenberry is the son of 
Dawn and Cookie Fortenber- 
ry of Carthage. 

Yarborough, now in his 
third year as ECCC head 
coach, led the Diamond War- 
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Kosciusko collected 24 RBIs. 


tained a’ broken left arm 
- during practice on January 
29 and will be out of action 


sh- for approximately eight 
ies weeks.) 


a product of Moore- 


Tally, 
ville High School in Saltillo, | 


betting leads returning pitchers 





La. Oh eat ied Do: 


of Pascagoula, who hit .287 
with six hdme runs and 30 


with a 6-2 record. Tally and 


: fellow sophomores Brent 
McMillan of Newton and i 


Hunter Holley of Philadel- 
phia are competing for the 
starting rotation on the 


Moore of 


ing rotation,” ae \ 


mound. 


Regarding top rest 
Yarborough said Jonath 
Booker (Philadelphia) and 
Lucas Poole Oe a duet 
also competing for 








Davis (Magee) has “ren 


“very im g 
the bat. L ‘He "He added Mario 
Thomas (Forest) and pa 








pleting a successful fall cam- 
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The East Central Community College. baseball team for the 2004. season and their respective high schools include, first row, from left, outfielder Andre Colemarf, Louisville; second baseman/short stop/out- 
fielder Brian McNeill, Enterprise; catcher Robby Carey, Newton County; shortstop/second baseman Mario Thomas, Forest, third baseman/second baseman Matthew Boggan, Newton County; second 
baseman/outfielder Danie! Harrison, Lamar School; third baseman Michael Dunn, Pascagoula; pitcher/outfielder Dexter Sellers, Bastrop, La.; pitcher Hunter Holley, Philadelphia; pitcher Brent McMillan, 
Newton: second baseman/shortstop Brandon Ezell, Newton County; and outfielder Derrell Ashford, Louisville; (second row, from left) student assistants Brian Deel, East Rankin Academy, and Chris Lynn, 
Madison Central: catcher/first baseman Jacob Townsend, Neshoba Central; outfielder Drew Kenna, Forest; pitcher Jonathan Sigrest, Scott Central; pitcher/first baseman Jonathan Booker, Philadelphia; 


catcher/left fielder Craig Martin, Lake; catcher/first baseman Corey Coward, Noxapater; pitcher Hunter Johnson, Tuscaloosa (Ala.) Central; student assistants Eric Hardy, Vicksburg, and James Sparks, 
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Special to the Times 





a : = rani John pie slog 
freshman pitches from Carthage, who sus- 


intra-squad serimmage on January 23 
Fortenberry was hit in the face by a line 
drive, crushing the ride side of his face, He 
underwent several hours of surgery at 
University of Mississippi Medical Center 
in Jackson following the incident, but 
efforts to save his right eye were not suc- 


Another surgery as performed 
January 29, during which time doctors 
removed his eye and reconstructed the 
right side of his face. Fortenberry is expect- 
ed to receive an artificial eye sometime in 
March. Diamond Warrior head Jake 
Yarborough said players will display 
Fertenberry’s number 29 on their caps 
throughout the 2004 campaign in tribute 
to their fallen teammate. 

Yarborough said Fortenberry, a 6-3, 
211-pound right-hander and former stand- 
out at Carthage High School, was among 








oe aes create fe the 


ing rotation. He was also expected to see 
playing time in the outfield 

erie “devastating to our whole base- 
ball team.” 

“Our hearts and prayers go ottt to John 


and his family,” Yarborough said, “and we 


quick recovery. John is a very 
athletic young man and one of our top 
freshmen. We will miss him this season 
Tint the meet mipeesane tring ie his had 


ene » Se ee oe Dern sol 
Nae idl 

Yarborough, now in his third year 
ECCC head coach, led the Diamond 
Warriors to a 21-21 mark last season. 
They were one game away from 


the state playoffs, a goal Yarborough 


expects his team to reach this year. 

ee ee 
two pitchers. Cit Rainmaker tae 
ee eee 
to give us leadership,” Yarborough said. 
Regarding the team’s strengths, 
Yarborough made the lowing neve 


Sn is team has a strong work 
ethic and a love for the game. We should 
be more athletic this year. Our outfielders 
have good speed with arm strength. We 








3 Dedicate Season To Injured ‘ 
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These student-athletes from Scott County are members of the East Central Community College baseball 
team for the 2004 campaign. From left are shortstop/second baseman Mario Thomas and outfielder Drew 
Kenna, both of Forest; pitcher Jonathan Sigrest, Scott Central; and catcher/eft fielder Craig Martin, Lake: 
Kenna also serves as team co-captain with pitcher Jim Tally of Saltillo, Jake Yarborough serves as head coach 
of the Diamond Warriors and Reggie Richardson is his assistant, 


are fundamental in the infield. Our catch- 
ers are tough behind the plate. Our pitch- 

ing staff consists of six sophomores and 
seven freshmen, Our key to success lies 
with defense and pitching.” 


Top offensive returnees and their 


respective batting averages from 2003 
include Drew Kenna of Forest, .392: 
Dexter Sellers of Bastrop, La., .320; and 
Michael Dunn of Pascagoula, who hit .287 
with six home runs and 30 RBIs. Destin 
Moore of Kosciusko collected 24 RBIs. 
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ECCC acne Coaches 
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DECAT UR--Jake es (right) s Facins his third year as itp an of ihe 
East Central Community College baseball team. At left is his assistant, Reggie 


Richardson, now in his second year with the Diamond Warriors. (EC Photo) 
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ECCC Outfielders 
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DECATUR--Outfielders on the East Central Community College baseball team for 
the 2004 campaign include, seated from left, Andre Coleman, Louisville; Brian McNeill, 
Enterprise; Mario Thomas, Forest: Dexter Sellers, Bastrop, La.; and Brandon Ezell, 
Newton County. Standing from left are Derrell Ashford, Loui sville; Drew Kenna, 
Forest; Craig Martin, Lake; Corey Coward, Noxapater; and Marcus Davis, Magee. 

| Jake Yarborough serves.as head coach of the Diamond Warriors and Reggie 
Richardson is his assistant. (EC Photo) | 
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ECCC shooting for state 
playoff berth this season 


DECATUR--Jake 
Yarborough, now in his 
third year as ECCC head 
coach, led the Diamond 
Warriors to a 21-21 mark 
last season. They were 
one game away from mak- 
ing the state playoffs, a 
goal Yarborough expects 
his tearm to reach this year. 
“We have several return- 
ees from last year, includ- 
ing six starters in the field 
and two pitchers. Our 
sophomores know how 
tough our schedule is and 
we expect them to give us 
leadership,” Yarborough 
Regarding the team’s 
strengths, Yarborough 
made the following obser- 
vation: “I think our team 
has a strong work ethic 
and a love for the game. 
We should be more ath- 
letic this year. Our out- 
fielders have good speed 
with arm strength. We are 
fundamental in the infield. 
Our catchers are tough 


APPEARED IN: 


behind the plate. Our 
pitching staff consists of six 
sophomores and seven 
freshmen. Our key to suc- 
cess lies with defense and 
pitching.” 

Top offensive returnees 
and their respective bat- 
ting averages from 2003 
include Drew Kenna of 
Forest, .392: Dexter Sell- 
ers of Bastrop, La., .320; 
and Michael Dunn of 
Pascagoula, who hit .287 


with six home runs and 30. 


RBIs. Destin Moore of 
Kosciusko collected 24 
RBIs. (Kenna, team co- 
captain with pitcher Jim 
Tally, sustained a broken 
left arm during practice on 
January 29 and will be out 
of action for approxi- 
mately eight weeks.) 
Tally, a product of 
Mooreville High School in 
Saltillo, leads returning 
pitchers with a 6-2 record. 
Tally and fellow sopho- 
mores Brent McMillan of 
Newton and Hunter 


Holley of Philadelphia are 
competing for the starting 
rotation on the mound. : 
Regarding top freshmen, 
Yarborough said Jonathan 
Booker (Philadelphia) 
and Lucas Poole (New- 
ton) ‘are also competing 
for the starting rotation,” 
and Marcus Davis 
(Magee) has been “very 
impressive swinging the 
bat.” He added Mario 
Thomas (Forest) and 
Brandon Ezell (Newton _ 
County) should see “lot of 
playing time’ in the middle 
infield. Yarborough said 


his team is ready to begin 


the “real” season, espe- 
cially after completing a 
successful fall campaign. 

“We finished 5-2-1 in the 
fall, and several players 
posted outstanding stats. 
Michael Dunn hit .457 
with two home runs and 
seven doubles; Jacob 
Townsend (Neshoba 
Central) hit .441 with one 

See “ECCC” page 14 
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Scott County Diamond Warriors 










| an A 4a A | = 
DECATUR--These student-athletes from Scott County are members of the East 
Central Community College baseball team for the 2004 campaign. From left are 
shortstop/second baseman Mario Thomas and outfielder Drew Kenna, both of For- 
est; pitcher Jonathan Sigrest, Scott Central: and catcher/left fielder Craig Martin, 
Lake. Kenna also serves as team co-captain with pitcher Jim Tally of Saltillo. Jake 
Yarborough serves as head coach of the Diamond Warriors and Reggie Richardson 
is his assistant, (EC Photo) 
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Colles: baseball aad 
Reggie Richardson, left, 
serves as assistant coach. 
Serving as captains for 
the 2004 Diamond 
Warriors are pitcher/ 
first baseman Jim Tally 
(second from left), a _ 
product of Mooreville | 
High School, and out- 
fielder Drew Kenna of | 
Forest. (ECCC Photo) © 
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DECATUR — Eight area teams will 


take the diamond for the 2004 East Cen- 


tral Community College Spring Break 
Baseball Tournament starting on Monday. 

The three-day tournament runs through 
Wednesday at Chris Gay IV Memorial 
Field. | 

Forest and Philadelphia will meet in the 
tournament's opening game at 10 a.m. 
Monday, and Bruce takes on Meridian - 
High School in the second game of the 
day at 12:30 p.m. 

Carthage squares off against Choctaw 
Central at 3 p.m. in the third game, and 
Neshoba Central wraps up the opening 
day of competition against Newton County 
at 5:30 p.m. 


Tuesday’s contests open with the loser 
of game one and game three meeting at 
10 a.m., and the loser of game two and 
game four take the field at 12:30 p.m. 

The winners of games one and two play 
at 3p.m., and the winner of game three 
and game four clash at 5:30 p.m. 

The championship game will be played 
at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, and the third- 
place contest will start at 3 p.m. 

The consolation bracket’s final game 
will be played at 12:30 p.m., and the final 
day starts with the consolation third-plac 
game at 10 a.m. 
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ECCC baschall team 


trying to get on track 


__ From Staff Reports: 

The East Central Commu- 
nity College Warriors will 
try to get back on the win- 
nine track this week as they 
try to improve on their 6-9 
recor, 

The Warriors were to visit 
South Division rival South- 
west Tuesday, and then 
faced two North Division 
ides With Itawamba coming 
to Visit Saturday, and then 
visit to Northeast Comniu- 





“We are making too many 
errors right now,” EC coach 
Jaxe Yarorough said. “Weare 
really struggling on defense 
and that is costing us.” 

The East Central War- 
riors dropped a pair of 
baseball games to Wabash 
Valley of linois Monday in 
a game played at Decatur. 
The Warriors lost the first 
game 6-2, and then dropped 
the second contest 16-14. 


Te 
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Jonathan Sigrest was the 
losing pitcher in the first 
game. Also pitching were 
Hunter Holly and Jonathan 
Booker. In the second game. 
Cody Savell took the loss. 

Marcus Davis and Bryan 
Bennett each hit a home 
ruin in the second game. 


East Central 8-2, Jones 2-3 
Kast Central won the 
opener 8-2 on the way to 
splitting a doubleheader 
With homestanding Jones 
County Junior College in 
Enlisville.on Fridayx Jones 


won the nightcap 2-2. 
In game one, Dexter Sellers 


and Mario Thomas each dou- 
bied and singled for East Cen- 
tral, while Brian McNeil, Jere- 
my Townsend; Andre Cole 
man, Robby Carey and Corey 
Cowart each singled. Brent 
McMillan posted the win, 
sellers, Cowart, Carey and 
Marcus Davis singled for EC. 





LAKE MESSENGER —— 





WEEK OF 












ROBBIE ROBERTSON/THE NEWTON RECORD 
An East Central player dives back into first base Thursday 
against Jones Junior College. 
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ECCC Diamond Girls 
Members of the East Central 
Community College Diamond Girls for the 
2004 season and their respective home- 
towns include, front, from left, Jess Davis, 
Louisville; Mary Lois Thomas and Jennifer 
Carson, both of Decatur; Rhonda Stroud, 
Anna Price and Liz Kirk, all of Louisville; 
and Ashley Clark of Starkville; (second 
row, from left) Daphanie Hatcher and 
Courtney Puckett, both of Louisville; 
Brandi Patterson, Morton; Lindsey 
Clanton, Lawrence; Morgan Harris and 
Brittany Harris, both of Louisville; Lynlee 
Healy, Macon; and Audra Myers, Louisville; 
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third row, Candice McCann and Lindsey 
Knight, both of Union; Erin Plunkett, Lake; 
Ginger Vance, Decatur; Ashley Nicholson, 
Chunky; Shana Smith, Union; Holly 
Jackson, Decatur; and Tracey Blackwell, 
Union; and back, Courtnee Graham, Nanih 
Waiya; Andrea Chesney, Little Rock; 
Kimberly Atkinson and Jamie Gilmer, both 
of Carthage; Dru Fulton, Louisville; Lee 
Anne Rawson, Carthage; and Amy Warner, 
Louisville. Not pictured is Renee 
Thompson of Pelahatchie. Assistant base- 
ball coach Reggie Richardson serves as 
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ident-athietes from Newton County who are members 
campaign. Seated from left are catcher Robby Carey and third base- _ 
man/second baseman Matthew Boggan, both of Decatur and products _ 
- of Newton County High School; and second baseman/out fielder Daniel 
| Harrison of Newton, who attended Lamar School. Standing from left 
are second baseman/short stop Brent McMillan of Newton, second 
baseman/shortstop Brandon Ezell of Newton County, and right-handed: 
| pitchers Lucas Poole and Cody Savell, both of Newton. Jake Yarbor- 
ough serves.as head coach of the Diamond Warriors and Reggie 
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Richardson is his assistant... 
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‘baseball scholarships with East Central 
Community College as Jake Yarbrough. 4 coach of ECCC baseball; —. 
Louisville head agghel aouctt — wre and Bobby Edwards, parents of Keith 


The Louisville Wildcat baseball season is offtoa great start with a recent 9-7 win over 


| division rival Ridgeland. 


| The Wildcats schedule next upcoming 
a March 20, West Lauderdale, 
Tuesday, March 23, Canton, Ivy Park, 6:00 
Friday, March 26, Pons Contra y Dates 
ey, kson 
| SSR eo aan Central, pel 5: 30 pm 
rch 30, Kosciusko, Ivy Park, 6:00 pm 
rriday A Ivy Park, eon Ae ots Ve yn 


Saturday, March 27, Madison 


Friday, April 2, Ridgeland, 
Saturday, April 3, West 





games are: 
oan 


vy Park, 6:00 pr 


SS —————————— 





Tuesday, April 6, Canton, Canton, 6: -00 pm 
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___ JUCO BASEBALL _ 
East Central 13-4 
Holmes —_. 3-6. 


The Warriors took a split against MACIC 
Central Division foe Holmes on Wednesday 
afternoon at Goodman. In game one, East Cen- 
tral pounded out 14 hits and got a great pitching 
performance from Jim Talley to take the 10-run 
win 


Marcus Davis and Mario Thomas led the War- 
riors at the plate. 

East Central dropped game two as Holmes 
scored four runs in the final inning to take the. 
win. Corey Coward and Brent MeMillian led the 
offense with a pair of Singles. — 

ECCC improved to 1-3 in the Central Divi- 
sion. 








Holmes. ie oa 
i The Bulldogs improved ed to 19-5 on the season 
and 2-4 in the Central Division. 
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—_—_—— 


_ JUCO SOFTBALL 
East Central | 
Dyersburg (Tenn.) 2 

The Lady Warriors got 13 hits in win- 
ning their first game in the Northeast Mis- 
sissippi Community College fast-pitch tour- 
nament. 

Lauren Barrett (3-4) got the win. 

Obreisha Davis had three hits for 
ECCC. Marley Smith and Jhaun Sparnecht 
both had a pair of singles. Suzanne Chaney, 
Krissi Harris and Shelly Ferguson each 


had a double. 
East Central 11 
Southwest Tenn. 6 


In taking their second game Friday, the 
Lady Warriors had a dozen hits. Lisa Wolf 
(2-0) got the win. 

_ Kristin Chaney had three hits including 
a double and a triple. Peviehae two hits. 





Ferguson had a single ouble. Harris 
also had a two-bagger. — 
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Jim Talley went 4-for-6 as the 


East Central Warriors took a 
four-run win on the road 
against Co-Lin. The Warriors 
were scheduled to play Del- 
gado Jater in the afternoon, but 
the game was canceled. . 
Cody Savell took the win on 
the mound for East Central and 
improved to 1-3 for the season. . 
Corey Coward also went 3-for-6_ 
and Destin Moore. collected a 
two-run double for ECCC, © 
Jacob Townsend also had a 
two-run home run which — 





his 11th of the season. 
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JUCO SOFTBALL 
Northeast. ks 
East Central 0 


The Lady Warriors only. 


managed two hits and were 


shutout. by Northeast in the 


Northeast Community College 
Tournament on Saturday after- 
noon. Marley Smith took the 
loss and only allowed three hits 
in acomplete game effort. 
Jhaun Sparnecht led East 
Central with a double and 
Krissi Harris rounded out the 


offense with a single. 
Jackson St. (Tenn.) 17 
East Central 6 


East Central dropped » the 
second game of the day and 
surrendered 15 hits to Jackson 
State (Tenn.) in the process. 
Lauren Barrett took the loss’ for 
the Lady Warriors. Kristin 
Chaney led East Central with 


two singles and a double and. 


Harris added a pair of singles.- 


= 
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-JUCO BASEBALL 
EMCC 9-44, ECCC 54 





a a 


Mississippi Lions swept a 
doubleheader from East 
Central by scores of 9-5 
and 11-1 Saturday, 

In the first game, Hunter 
Holley (3-2) took the loss 
for East Central, which 
- was led offensively by 

Robby Carey, who went 2- 
for-3 with a homer. Corey 

Coward was 2-for-4. 

In the second game, Jim 
Talley had the only RBI for 
East Central on an infield 
hit that scored Bryan Ben- 
nett. 

The two wins improved 
the Lions’ record to 10-21 
overall and 3-3 in MACJC 

Central Division play. East 


[i 


-Central is 10-20, 1-5 in the 
league. 
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East Central dro 


East Central Community College 


dug itself a hole in the Central Divi- 

sion baseball race last week by drop- 

ping three-of-four contests. 
The Wasriors ventured to highly- 


touted Holmes Community College » 


WEEK OF _(/ ui! ) 





ys division tilts 


in the opener. 


Jim Tally (2-3) went six innings on 


the hill to earn the win, while Marcus 
_ Davis hit a home run. Mario Thamas 


added a double for the Warriors... 
‘Losing pitcher Brent McMillan 


last Wednesday and drilled the Bull- and Corey Coward each had two sin- 
dogs 13-3 in the first game of a dou- gles for EC in the second game. 


bleheader. But ECCC lost a 6-4 heart- 
breaker in the second game, then got 
swept at East Mississippi by scores of 
9-5 and 11-1 on Saturday. 

That sweep dropped the Warriors 
to 10-20 overall and 1-5 in division 
action. EC was to host nationally- 
ranked Meridian Community College 
Tuesday and will go to Hinds Friday 


On Saturday, the Warriors lost a 
seesaw battle in the 9-5 opener, then 
were routed 11-1 in the nightcap. 

In Game 1, EMCC built a 6-0 lead, 
but a three-run homer in the top of the 
sixth by Robby Carey helped pull the 
Warriors within 6-5. That's as close as 
EC came, as the Lions got three insur- 
ance runs in the bottom of the sixth. 


for two league contests. Hunter Holley (3-2) of Philadelphia 
In last week's split at Holmes, the was the starting and losing pitcher for 


Warriors crupted for eight rans in the 


East Central, which got two hits 


top of the seventh inning to break apiece from Carey and Coward. 

open a close game and take a 13-3 win — from staff reports 
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_ today. 


‘takes two from 
East Central 


By Marty Stamper 

EMG Sports assistant 
DECATUR — The Meridian 
Community College Eagles had 
no problem with East Central 
Community College on the 
baseball diamond Tuesday 


afternoon, sweeping the War- 


riors 14-3 and 9-0), 
MCC, ranked third in the 


_ March 24 NJCAA Division | 


poll, improved to 28-5 overall 
and 6-2 in the MACJC Central 
hes ECCC fell to 10-22 and 


Anew poll — 
will be. 
released 


Eagles 
pitching 
allowed only 
five hits in-each game Salle 
Clark Memorial Stadium. In the 
opener, Chris Moffett (4-0) 
tossed a five-inning, five-hitter. 





In the second game, Chad Cata- 


lano (6-1) went 5,1 innings, 
allowing three hits. The War- : 
riors added two more hits off 
Dusty Davis in the seventh. 
“We pitched well, and that 
was probably the most impres- 


sive thing,” MCC head coach 


Mike Federico said. “You've got 
to be able to do that in confer- 
ence games. You've got to show 
up-on the mound. That gives 
you confidence. 

“We had the big first inning 
in the first game, and that gives 
your pitchers a little bit of con- 
fidence. I think it carried over 
to Catalano in the second game. 
He pitched well, and Moffett 
gave us a chance to win as well. 

“Any time you score runs 
like that, it helps.” 

MCC put up seven runs in 
the first inning of the opener, 


| getting seven hits, three of 


which were of the infield 
variety, Toddrick Johnson had a 
pair of RBI singles in the frame. 
ECCC got one run back in 
the second on an RBI single by 


SPIRIT Cig Martin. 
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The Eagles extended thir 
lead with three runs on four 
hits in the third. Van Pope hati 
his second RBI double of Up 
game in the inning. 

Meridian took a 14-1] leadtin 
the fourth. 

ECCC scored twice in the 
fifth on back-to-back RBI dou- 
bles from Daniel Harrison and 
Jacob Townsend. : 

Aaron George went 3-for3 
for MCC with two RBIs. 
Johnson, Pope, and Michel 
Murray each had two hits. ., 

Jim Tally (2-3) took the los. 


Meridian 9) 
ECCC 0. 


In the second game, the 
Eagles played long ball, with 
Pope ripping a pair of solo 
homers and Johnson launching’ 


ze two-run blast in the 9-0 


Johnson was 3-for-4 in the 
second game with three RBIs. 
Murray, Pope, and Kyle Ginn 
each had two hits for the 
Eagles. 

Leading 3-0, MCC use 
homers from J ohnson and Pope 
to go up 6-0 in the top of the 
fourth. 

The Eagles got one run, in 
the sixth and added two more 
in the seventh on RBI singles 
from Johnson and Joey 
Lieberman. 

Brent McMillan took the 
loss. 

The sweep leaves the Eaglés 
in pretty good shape heading 
into the second half of the divi- 
sion schedule. 

“We feel good about it,” Bi ed- 
erico said. “Hinds is playing 


really well right now, and CARTHAGINIAN 


there’s some other teams that 


are playing well. East Missis- “"NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 


sippi is playing well. 


“We've just got to take care NEWTON RECORD 


of ourselves and not Worry 
about what other teams 
doing. We've just got to win as 


many baseball games as we CLARION-LEDGER 
can. 7 


a 





are MERIDIAN STAR 
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Newton County Academy infielder Sam Thames (seated center) has 





signed a national letter of intent to continue his athletic career at East 
Central Community College in Decatur. Thames, who plays second 
base and third base, owns a .413 batting average at the time of his 
signing. He is also a former'standout at Newton High School, where he 
received All-Division honors and won the Golden Glove Award. Pictured 
with the new Diamond Warrior at a recent signing ceremony are his 
parents, Jack and Karon Thames of Newton, and (standing from left) 
Jake Yarborough, ECCC head baseball coach, and Allen Wilson, NCA 


head baseball coach, - 


APPEARED IN: 


LAKE MESSENGER 

SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 
UNION APPEAL _ 

WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 
SPIRIT OF MORTON 

IMPACT 





CARTHAGINIAN 
NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
NEWTON RECORD 
MERIDIAN STAR 
CLARION-LEDGER 


it 


‘J | | | | | 


WEEK OF 





By ROCKY HIGGINBOTHAM 
Sports Editor 





With a rash of preseason injuries 
and close losses, the East Central 
Community College baseball team 
certainly has had its share of bad 
breaks this season. 

And last week was no exception 
for the Warriors. 

ECCC was swept by nationally- 
ranked Meridian Community College 
last Tuesday, then the Warriors lost a 
pait of heartbreakers to Central Divi- 
sion rival Hinds when the Eagles 
staged two come-from-behind rallies 
on Friday. 


APPEARED IN: 


The four division losses dropped 
EC to 10-24 overall and 1-9 in divi- 
sion play entering this week. The War- 
riors will host Copiah-Lincoln today, 
then return to division action Saturday 
by hosting Holmes. 

Next Tuesday (April 20), ECCC is 
at home again to take on rival East 
Mississippi. 

Last Tuesday at home against 
Meridian, the Warriors dropped 14-3 
and 9-() decisions to the No. 3 Eagles, 
who improved their record to 28-5. 

In the first game, Meridian scored 
seven times in the first inning to take 


control and was up 14-1 before ECCC 


got back-to-back, run-scoring doubles | 


from Daniel Hattison and Jacob 
Townsend in the fifth inning. 

Chris Moffett moved to 4-0 for 
MCC, which got three hits and two 
RBIs from Aaron George. Jim Tally 
(2-3) was the loser for East Central. 

In the second game, Meridian gota 
shutout performance from Chris:Cata- 
lano, who improved to 6-1. MCC got 
two homers from Van Pope in the win 
and out-hit ECCC 12-5. 

Townsend, a former Neshoba Cen- 
tral standout, had another double for 
he Were Brent McMillian was the 


innings and two more in the four 1 tc 





4 en uescolit an early 
three-run deficit in the first game, then 
after ECCC had gone back ahead in 
the top of the seventh — Hinds got 
two runs in its Opal at-bat to win it. 

Hunter Holley weht "api innings 
and was charged with the loss, while 
ah ambaaaaaena 











wiegeracu aoe ntaner 





take a 4-1 lead — only to see Hinds 


ri- score four times in the bottom of the 





seventh to get the win. 


LAKE MESSENGER 

SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 
UNION APPEAL 

WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 
SPIRIT OF MORTON 

IMPACT 














CARTHAGINIAN 
NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
NEWTON RECORD 
MERIDIAN STAR 
CLARION-LEDGER 










- The no Ts sccceboichiviistanase 
divisional games on the road at Hinds 
Friday afternoon. East Central fell to 10-24 
overall and 1-9 in MACJC Sout Ee 
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EAST CENTRAL CC TRIO MOVING UP: 
Three members of East Central Community Co!- 
lege’s Region 23 championship women's basket- 
ball team have signed national letters of intent with 
four-year colleges. Forward Lenore Gray anc 
guard/forward Monique Overstreet signed with 
Mississippi Valley State, and guard/forward Kimy- 
atta Viverette signed with South Alabama. 


JUNIOR COLLEGE 

EAST CENTRAL —Announced G Ricardo 
Alcantar (5-7, Newton County), G Pierre 
Barlow (&4, Scott Central) and F Jacquas 
Jones (44, Fores!) have signed national lel- 
tersafintentwiththemen’s basketball team. 
Announced F Kristen Cabdwell (5-11, Leake 
Academy), G Ashley Flint (34, Choctaw Cen- 
tral), G Erica Hardin gl Loulsville), F 
Dorninetrix Hunter (5-10, Philadelphia), G 
Heather Steele (5-7, Manih Waiya), C April 
Viverette (|, Lake} and G Lauren White (5- 
9, Union) have signed national letters of 


intent wilh the women’s basketball fearn. 





MAC STANDINGS 
All Times COT 
North Division Div. All 
Mississippl Delta 8-2 17-15 
itawamba sao a4 
Narthwest be 217 
Northeast 5-7 12-20 
Coahoma 0-10 §-24 
Central Division 
Hinds 10-2 17-14 
Meridian 9.3 q4 
East Mississippi ad 12-4 
Holmes 4-8 Na 
East Central 1-4 VO-25 
South Division 
Pearl River Ti+] Heb 
Coplah-Lincoln £2 25-10 
Guif Coast 73 7 
Jones 210 12-28 
Southwes! 0-12 124 
Today, April 16 

Southwest “ ada (2),40.Mm, 
Saturday, April I7 

Atiss. Della va fawamba (2), Tp. 

Gulf Coastat Jones (2), | 

Holmesat East Central i ‘i D, Mm. 


Meridianat Delgado (2), 1p. son 

Northeastat Coahoma (2), 1p 

Pearl River atCoplah- Aino 12), lp.m, 

East Mississippi atHinds (2), 2 p.m, 
Moanday,Apr rill? 

Hinds.at Belhaven JV, 2 p.m. 


Tuesday, April 
itawamba at Northwest (2), em 
Coahorna al Miss. Delta (2), 1:00. 
East Mississippl at East carole { 2), 3p.n 
Jones at Southwest (2), Jp. 
Gul Coastat Copia incoln (2), 4o.m. 
Delgado at Pearl River. 4o.m 
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Harris brothers ink with East 
Central baseball program 


By David Hawkins 
Editor, Spirit of Morton 
James and John Harris of Morton have 
excelled at every sport they have participated in at 
Morton High School. They are four-time State 
Champions in boys doubles tennis, have been starters 
for the Diamond Panther baseball team and have even 
been on the basketball court in other seasons. All the 
while the pair has maintained academic excellence. 
“They are fine young men and good basebal 
players,” said Morton Baseball Coach David Brown 
Tuesday afternoon the twins 


eck a 


Harris brot 


ers ink with East Central Diamond Warriors | 


made the next step in their athletic and academic career 
by signing a National Letter of Intent to play baseball at 
East Central Community College. 

John, a center fielder for the Diamond Panthers 
has had three home nuns this season and is currently bat- 
ting .337. James, who had eight home runs |ast season, 
is batting .392 this season but has yet to clear the fence. 

The brothers said they enjoyed baseball better 
than tennis and signed with ECCC because they felt 
they would have a good opportunity to play more often. 

James and John are the sons of Janice and 
James Harris of Morton, 


iJ 
b) 


“< 
. 








James and John Harris signed a National Letter of Intent to play baseball for the Eas 
Central Diamond Warriors. Pictured with the brothers are (from left) David Brown, basebal 
coach at Morton High School; mother Janice Harris; father James Harris, and East Centra 
Community College baseball coach Jake Yarbrough. (Photo by David Hawkins) 


LAKE MESSENGER 

SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 
UNION APPEAL —_ 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 
SPIRIT OF MORTON _- 


IMPACT 


CARTHAGINIAN 
NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
NEWTON RECORD _ 
MERIDIAN STAR 
CLARION-LEDGER 


| Wi " * 





MACIC BeMichcader 


By Marty Stamper 
DECATUR — By the time Tuesday’ s MACIJC 
Central Division doubleheader between 







Mississippi and 
teams had reason te go home 
The rivals exe! 
with East taking a 13-3 victory in 


| Mississippi 
the opener and the homestanding Warriors 
racking up 13 runs in the bottom of the fifth 


ee ee etcosen as 


Seer tener ea 13-25 overall 
and 7-7 in the division, — ee 


went to as and = 


the state playoffs.” 

With the a aklosied 0 out to leteoenter at 
Jamie Clark Memorial Stadmim, the 
a spirited version of Home man Derby 
throughout the afternoon. imall, the teams. com- 
bined for seven round trippers. 

The Lions went deep three times in the 
opener with Justin Faulkner belting a solo homer 

in the fourth inning anda two-run blast in the 
sila Brandon Beate tents solo homer:an the 
second inning. — pin 

The Lions also had inidcebles among their 
16 hits. Faulkner was 2-for-4 with three RBIs. He 
also scored three runs. Mabry was 3-for-4 with a 
double and a homer. Tyler Bratton went 3-for-5. 
Dusty Snider was 2-for-4 withadouble. = 

Trey Barney was 2-for-3 with a pair of RBIs. 
Lance Burnham had a two-run double and Blake 
Pippin added a two-run single. Nate Mordecai 
also doubled for ayes | 

The Lions sere twice in the fifth, sixth, and 
seventh frames to pull away from the Warriors. 
Robert Tucker (3-3) got the win, tossing a five-hit 
complete game. 

















“We expanded olla ted and ! oa ught 


Tucker got his composure after the thi 

and pitched pretty good,” Baldne ead? 

pitched well for us all 5 is is 
APPEARI e 
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- second time we've gotten SHOE runs where be 
could go out there and relax and pitch.” 


Mario Thomas went 2-for-3 with | three RBIsio 
lead the Warriors. 
In the second game, the Lions were in'gdod 


shape to complete the sree jumping th Mabry 


0 lead in the top of the first inning with 
hitting a two-run double and Russell Bourland 


and Justin Best adding RBI singles. “is 


e Warriors closed to within 6-3 if the 

Wsies of the third on a two-run homer. chy 
Dexter Sellers. 

The Lions carried a 7-4 lead j into the hotennh ae 

the fifth when the bottom fell out as four EMCC 


pitchers gave up 13 runs on 11 hits, nine of 
_ which went for extra bases. 


In the nightmare inning, Jacob Townsend and 
Marcus Davis led off with back-to-back homers. 
Brandon Ezell followed with an RBI double to tie 
the game. Tally put ECCC up 8&7 with a run- 
scoring double. 

Sellers plated a pair of runs with anoghe 
double. Townsend doubled down the left- d 
line to make it 11-7 and Davis drove in Townsend 
with a triple in the right-field corner. “ 

Thomas continued the rally with ae ehi 
double. After a pair of walks, Brian MeNeil 
ended the game with a three-run blast. =. 

“That's the best situational hitting and team 

play that we've had all year,” said ECCC C assistant 


coach Re ach Reggie Richardson, 


arriors finished the game with 19 hits 
Lifes seven doubles, two triples, and four home 
runs, 
Townsend went 4-for-4 with two doubles ae 
homer to drive in three runs. Thomas was, 4 
for-4 with a double and a triple. Sellers was 3-fo 


4 with four RBIs and scored three oe ae ly 
was 3-for-4 with two doubles and two RBIs-.. = 


McNeil also went 3-for-4 and had “se RBIs. 
Davis had a triple and a homer to drive in seat 


of runs. Ezelle scored three runs. — 


| yabod “gril inn Se 

ars ltl wear J 
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Wes Cox becomes. a Diauinil Warrior 


Forest Searcat senior Wes Cox has signed a National Letter of intent to play baseball for the 
East Central Community College Diamond Warriors. Present at the signing ceremony 
were(seated, from left) Anna gt Cox, Wes, Charlie Cox; and standing(from left) Forest head 


baseball coach Hamer morgan 
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ast Central baseball coach Jake Yarbrough. 
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Ken Gordon inks with ECCC 

Morton senior Ken Gordon flashes a smile as he signs a National Letter of Intent to play 
football for the East Central Community College Warriors. Gordon will also have the opportu- 
nity to play baseball for the Diamond Warriors. Gordon is joined at the signing ceremony by 


(standing, from left)parents, Bonnie and Ken Gordon and ECCC Football Coach Terry 
Underwood. (Photo by Betty Little) 
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Marianne Todd. Special To Ctar on-Ledge: 
'S metal bat in #inuary. Fortenberry, who lost his next season. Inthe meantim e, Fortenberry's medical costs contin: 
ncident, plans (@resume his college playingcareer ue to escalate as he un dergoes treatment and therapy. 


East Central Cormmunity College's John Fortenberry has under aff a teamm 
gone four surgeries after being drilled in the face by a line drive hit righteye in 


Cont'd 


Isolated nature of incidents ittle consolation to those affected 


IB cesicor-insarerasndion 


er Se Hinton can ero he sarvived 
the scariest double in baseball. 

Hinton, a senior at Madison Cen. 
tral High School, was seriously 
injured twice in a two-month span last 
summer when drilled by baseballs hit 
off aluminum bats, first in the head | tT. (a oom 
and then in the face. » . 2? 

Hinton suffered a concussion in the a ) , 
first episode, which occurred during a 
Madison Central game last June. 

Hinton’s jaw was broken two 
months later during a college prep 
league game at Ole Miss’ Oxford-Uni- 
versity Stadium. Total damage: 
$35,000 in medical bills 

During the same time period, a 
Montana American Legion pitcher 
died after being struck on the head by 
a batted ball from an aluminum bat. 

In January of this year, East Cen- 
tral Community College pitcher 
John Fortenberry was cut down by a 
vicious line drive hit during presea- 
son practice. The Carthage native 
has undergone four surgeries after 
losing his right eye as a result. 

_ These incidents, though isolated, ‘4 wot) } TE 
have refueled debate over the safety of ie | =| ies al 
metal bats, which can create ball it i | a 
speeds in excess of 100 mph. Critics ae 
say wood or composite bats are safer. 

“I'm afraid it’s going to take a law- nay 
suit to stop the insanity that these lew 
bats are causing,” said Jimmy Hinton, - 
Alex Hinton’s father, who is seeking 





changes from both public and private : ae u| 
high school 6 ar a? to abandon — Jesse Worley The Madison County Herald 
metal bats and give pitchers some ; the Jaguars after being hit 
: Central's: Alex Hinton continues to pitch for guar 
protection. eet =e past year by line drives off metal bats. Hinton’s father hopes to start 
My purpose in trying to become a grassroots campaign to return wood bats to the game on the amateur level. 


the standard-bearer around this area 
for change is just to protect the kids. 
We're going to see continued bat 
speed and ball speed. The manufac- 
turers make it clear: They come out 
with new bats every year, and they 
say they're better, they're hotter than 
the previous year's model. | 
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> model. That means ‘that more 8 more of our 
players are at risk.” 


— Jimmy Hinton, concerned parent 


bese eet eres Ere 


ball. “Any parent would be. 

“At the same time, that’s John’s 
love. He wants to play ball. 

“He's the type that it he falls down, 
he'll get up, brush it off and go again.” 

John Fortenberry was fortunate to 
be able to get up again, according to 
Daniel Kim, Fortenberry’s surgeon. 

“Ifhe would have turned his head a 
little to the left and it hit him about 3 
inches higher, he may have died,” 
said Kim, director of oculoplastic 
and orbital surgery at the University 
of Mississippi Medical Center in 
Jackson. “There’s a soft spot there 
(the temple), and it’s not good to get 
hit. on it. 

“This was probably maximum 
velocity. It was full 


impact. 
“It crushed his cheekbone. Si of 
| saan : Gh te alah ashton mequalton wood 







cheek in three places : : 
back and oon: It took a lot fe tiie 
to pop it back out. 

“It reminded me of a highwcet, 
motor vehicle acci- | 
dent.” 

The episode has Kirn " 
fearful that his 12-year- | 
old daughter, Rebecca, 
‘could be hurt playing 

softball. - 


“If someone can be 
physically maimed 
playing a recreational 
sport by the equipment, 
I think that’s a shame,” 
he said. “I don't think 
that it’s humanly possi 
ble to react to the e ball 
coming off the (alu- 
minum) bats. | 

“To me, for the safety 
of the sport, if they used 
the wooden bats, [think By 
the scores would be low- | 
er, but I think it’s well 
worth it. 


‘Proctor predicts that 
because of the aety g 
concerns high school | 
players will one day use | 
wooden bats again. | ae 

“! wouldn’t be sur- | % 
prised if the colleges 
sipeaelee bats — Lg 
ty soon,” Proctor said. 
“That Mould help the 
high schools (convert 
to wood).” 


ictal bat ROReen the aauton!t ays mark 
it's common to see prices in the $250-$300 re 
manufacturers produce hotter models year b' 


Elliot Hopkins, baseball rules edi- 
tor for the National High School Fed- 
eration, says.the Indianapolis-based 
organization writes the rules annually 
for approximately 380,000 baseball 
players nationwide. He says reported 
injuries are low compared to the num- 
ber of participants involved. 

“I might have heard of five or six 
cases a yeat where a kid was seriously 
injured,” Hopkins said, “If you look at 
the number of kids that play ball, that 
isavery small number. 

“No less, we’re still concerned 
about it, because we don't want any 
child to get hurt.” | 

To Jimmy Hinton, the solution is 
simple: the bat manufacturers should 
make bats that do not generate so 
much ball speed. Metal bats, he main- 


: that is equal toa wood- 
“That was the way that the game 


was designed to be played,” Hinton 
said. 
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weeps 


two from ECCC 


By Robby Atkinson 

staff writer 
The Meridian Community 
College Eagles ended the _ 


pionship with a douwt 
sweep of East Central (11-3, 12- 
8) on Saturday afternoon at 
Scages Field 


The Eagles conclude the 
regular season with a 368 
record and will now move on 
to the MACJC State Tourna- 
ment to be held at Pearl River 
Community College in 
Poplarville next weekend. 

"The teams will be gunning 
for us next weekend," said head 
coach Mike Federico. "It was 
nice to be able to take care of 
our business heading into the 
tournament next weekend and 
ending the season at home with 
a pair of wins is also a bonus." 





Mcc 11 
ECCC 3 
The Eagles got a 3-for-4 per- 


formance from right fielder 
Sam Self in route to an eight- 
run win in game one of the 
twinbill. Self had a single, triple, 
and home run to fall just one hit 
short of becoming only the 
second player in school history 
to hit for the cycle. Lake Thoms 
of Newton is the only Eagle to 
accomplish the feat. 

"It was on my mind heading 
into my last at bat," said Self. 
"The credit goes to (assistant 
coach Chad) Calliet for making 
some changes in my swing. I 
struggled a lot at the plate at 
the beginning of the year and 


Tally added a single to give 
Corey Coward an RBI chance. 
Coward drove both runs in ona 
two-run single and the third 
run scored on a ground out to 


third inning t 

to 7-3. Self had an RBI triple in 

the inning and Ricky Newman 
llected an RBI on a fielder's 

choice. The Eagles ended the 

game with four runs in the 

fourth inning to seal the win. 

Self added his fifth RBI in 
the fourth inning on a single 
and Newman added an RBI 
single in the inning as well. 
Kyle Ginn had an RBI in the 
inning on a bases loaded hit- 
by-pitch which tied him with 
Carl Wiggins (1999) for most 
times hit-by-pitch in a game 
with three. 

Chris Rayborn (8-0) took the 
win in game one going five 
innings and allowing three 
earned runs and three hits. 


mMcc 12 
ECCC 8 
The Eagles pounded out 11 
hits and got one home run 
apiece from George and Ginn 
in the fourth inning to take a 
four-run win over East Central. 
The Warriors held an 8-7 lead 
heading into the bottom of the 
fourth inning, but George gave 
the Eagles the lead for good 
with a two-run home run to left 
center to give MCC a 9-8 lead. 
"The pitch was up in the 
strike zone and | was able to 
drive the baseball to a good 
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MCC put five rens on the 
coreboard in the batter: of the 
cond inning to take 2 3-0 lead 
mer the Warriors Aaron 
seorge led the inning off with 2 
angle and Joey Lieberman fol- 
wed with a walk to put 2 pair 
nae aboard for the 


es, 
__ Self delivered his third home 
run vt the en with a three- 
Tun Diast to left center te give 
MCC the 3-0 lead. Kyle Ginn 
followed the homer by reachin 
first base on a hit-by-pitch and 
Michael Murray added a single 
to put another pair of runners 
on base for MCC. 

Toddrick Johnson drove one 
run in on a single to left and 
the next run scored on a bases 
loaded walk to Josh Morgan to 
give MCC a five-run edge. East 
Central fought back to cut the 
score to 5-3 thanks to great hit- 
ting from the bottom of the 

eup. 

"We played great situational 
baseball," said Federico. "We 
swung the bats well in the first 
game to get that early lead for 
our pitchers which was key." 
Matthew Boggan started the 











+2 lead. Van Pope drove in a 
pair of runs on a double and 
Murray had an RBI single in 
the second. | 
The Warriors struck for five 
runs in the third inning to take 
a 7-9 lead over the Eagles. 
Coward had a two-run single in 
the inning and Mario Thomas 
added a run scoring single as 
eae 
e did hit the ball well at 
times today, but we made too 
many mistakes," said East Cen- 
tral head coach Jake Yarbor- 
ough said. "We can't give good 
teams chances to score runs 
after mistakes on the infield." 
MCC tied the game in the 
bottom of the third inning with 
a pair of runs due to an RBI 
single from Lieberman and a 
sacrifice fly from Newman. 
MCC never trailed again after 
the home runs by Ginn and 





inning with a single and Jim George'in the fourth inning. 
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35 and stolen bases with 12. 
Nathan Jack doubled : and sin- 
gled, a Michael James sin- 
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Phote by Kenneth Billings 


Neshoba’s Petty signs with East Central ... 


Multi-sport standout Taylor Petty of Neshoba Central has signed a national letter-of-intent to 
play baseball next season at East Central Community College in Decatur. Petty, shown seated 
above during last eure Min aes ve seslaahe PU mel the Rockeis ti to ar Ab10 record this past 
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BCG DIAMOND ) GIRLS” 9 


al ( a munity College Diamond Girls for the 2004 season included from left front: Jess Davis, Mary Lois Thomas, 
Jennifer Carson, Rhonda Stroud, Anna Price, Liz Kirk and Ashiey Clark; Row Two: Daphanie Hatcher, Courtney Puckett, Brandi Patterson of 
Morton; Lindsey Clanton, Morg Hanis, Brittany Harris, Lyniee Healy and Audra Myers; Row 3: Candice McCann, Lindsey Knight, Erin 
Plunkett of Lake; Ginger Vance, cath ley Nicholsc 4, Shana Smith, Holly Jackson, and Tracey, Blackwell Back Row: Courtnee Graham, Andrea 
Chesney, Kimberly A De nie e Gimer, Dru Fulton, Lee Anne Rawson, and de Not pictured is Renee Thompson of Pelahatchie. 
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Sophomore Diamond Warriors Honored 


DECATUR-Sophomores on the 2004 East Central Community College baseball team were recognized prior to 
the Diamond Warriors’ home doubleheader finale with East Mississippi Community College on April 20. From left 
are second baseman/shortstop/outfielder Brian McNeil. Enterprise; catcher Robby C arey, Newton County: third 
baseman/second baseman Matthew Boggan, Newton County; right-handed pitcher/outfielder Dexter Sellers, 
Bastrop, La-: left-handed pitcher Hunter Holley, Philadelphia; right-handed pitcher Brent McMillan, Newton: 
catcher/first baseman Jacob Townsend. Neshoba Central; right-handed pitcher Jonathan Sigrest, Scott Central: 
right-handed pitcher/first baseman Jim Talley, Mooreville: ri ght-handed pitcher Chris Middleton. Vicksburg: and 
first baseman Destin Moore, Kosciusko. Not pictured is outfielder Drew Kenna, Forest. East Central fell 13-3 in 
the first game and rebounded for a 17-7 victory in the second contest. The Diamond Warriors finished season 
action with a 12-29 overall] mark and were 3-13 in division nlav. 4FC Phata\ 
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College in Decatur. Pearson is poten with his father, Percy 
Pearson, seated left, ‘and his mother, Joyce Pearson, seated 
right. Standing from left: Wyatt Tullos, NCHS head baseball 


coach; Jake Yarborough, ECCC head baseball 
Stephen Harris, NCHS. assistant b 
year, Pearson had y dab yea +h : 
4] runs RBIs, 1 es, two triples, 

sae , and 19 stolen bases. He pla 
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ECCC lists ‘05 
baseball signees 


East -Central Community 
“oe has announced its base- 
ball signees for the 
5 2005 season. 
| Inking with the 
Warriors are catch- 
er/outfielder 
Taylor Petty from 

wisi Central, catcher / third 
baseman Ken Gordon, infielder 
James Harris, and outfielder 
John Harris, all from Morton; 
outfielder Chris Perry and third 
| baseman/ pitcher Keith 
Edwards, both from Louisville; 
first baseman/ outfielder Will 
Pearson from Newton County, 
infielder Sam Thames from 
' Newton County Academy, first 
1 baseman/ designated hitter Wes 
Cox from Forest, shortstop Jon > 
Maxie from Greene County, lett- 
handed pitcher Darron Graham | 
from Franklin (La.) Academy, 
and _infielder/right-handed 
pitcher Chase Morgan from 











West Marion. 
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ECCC 
2004 Baseball Signees 


Taylor Petty (catcher/out field) Neshoba Central 
Ken Gordon (catcher/third base) Morton 

James Harris (infield) Morton 

John Harris (outfield) Morton 

Keith Edward (third base/pitcher) — Louisville 

Chris Perry (outfield) Louisville 

Will Pearson (first base/outfield) | Newton County 
Sam Thames (infield) Newton Academy 
WesC * (first base/designated hitter) Forest 

Jon Maxie (shortstop) Greene County 
Darron Graham (left-handed pitcher) Franklin Academy (La.) 


Chase Morgan. trzit-handed picher infield) West Marion 


APPEARED IN: 


LAKE MESSENGER |~___ 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 
UNION APPEAL 

WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 
SPIRIT OF MORTON 

IMPACT __ 











CARTHAGINIAN 
NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
NEWTON RECORD 
MERIDIAN STAR 
CLARION-LEDGER 


WEEK OF || 





























APPEARED IN: 
LAKE MESSENGER | CARTHAGINIAN 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES __ — NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
UNION APPEAL | NEWTON RECORD 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL | MERIDIAN STAR 
SPIRIT OF MORTON. | CLARION-LEDGER __ 





IMPACT | 








WEEK OF 








Photo by Kenneth Billings 


Williams inks with ECCC ... 


Multi-sport standout John Williams has signed a national letter- of-intent to play baseball next 
season at East Central Community College. Williams, who is shown seated with his parents ; 
Mickie and Sid Williams, is an outfielder and left-handed pitcher at Philadelphia High School 
who was also a starter on the Tornadoes’ basketball team. Also present for the signing in back 
(from left) were Philly basketball coach and athletic director Keith Robinson, PHS head base- 
ball coach Barry Boler and East Central baseball coach Jake Yarborough. 
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EC hands 


out spring 
awards 


= 
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From school reports 





Coaches at Bast Central Communi- 
ty College in Decatur handed out a 
host of awards during their recent 
Spring Sports Awards Banquet. 

Neshoba Central's Desmond Jones 
and Tawon Walker each picked up a 
piece of hardware in men's basketball, 
as Jones was named the Best 
Rebounder and Walker the Most 
Improved Player. 

Other Warriors honored included 
Ryan Hudson (Neweomer of the 
Year), Al Willis (Warrior Award), 
Stephen Dyess (Best Defensive Play- 
er), Jamaal Martin (Best Offensive 
Player) and Dewayne Hughes (Most 
Valuable Player), 

Martin was also recognized tor his 
selection as an MACIC All-Star, and 
both he and Hughes were recognized 
for being named honorable mention 
on the MACIC All-State team, 

Here's a rundown of the other 
awards handed out at BCCC's spring 
banquet: 

* Women’s basketball: Freshinan 
India Backstrom of Neshoba Central 
walked away with the Most Improved 
Player Award for the Lady Warnors, 

Rita Birden and Kimyatta Viverette 
had the biggest nights for the EC 
women. Birden, the Delta Stale 
signee, won the Best Defender and 
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Former Neshoba Central standout Jacob Townsend, second from left, was 
the ECCC baseball awards presentation hel 
sive Player, is pictured along with (from left) Robby Carey, 


Toam Captain awards and was also 
recognized for being named ai 
MACIC All-Star and a second-team 
MACIC All-State pick, 

Viverttic wow the Most Valuable 
Player Award as well us ihe Team 
Captain Award aod Best Rebounder. 
She war dlso recognized for being 
named to the AILNICAA National 
Tournament Team, the All-Region 23 
Tournament ‘Team, an MACIC All 
Star co-MVP and a second-team 
MACIC All-Stite team selection. 

Freshman Kristin Chaney was 


’ ee 
is 
_ 


named the Neweomer of the Year and 
was recognized for being named All- 
MAGIC State First Team and All 
Region 23 Tournament Team, while 
Lenore Gry was the Best Offensive 
Player, an honorable-mention NJCAA 
All-American, All-Sute First Team 
and an MACIJC All-Star, 

Britney Burks and Hope Murray 
won the Warrior Award, 

+ faseball; Sophomore catcher 
Jacob Townsend of Neshoba Central 
captured the Most Valuable Offensive 
Player Award for the Warnors. 








one of the big winners during 


d recently at Decatur. Townsend, the Most Valuable Offen- 
Drew Kenna and Corey Coward. 


Other baseball winners included 
Drew Kenna and Jim Talley, who 
received the Team Captain awards; 
Robby Carey, who was named the 
Most Valuable Defensive Player; and 
Corey Coward, who was named the 
Most Valuable Player. 


NEWTON RECORD 
MERIDIAN STAR 


Townsend was also selected to the | 


MACIC’s All-State Team and All- 
Region 23 Team, while Coward, Tal- 
ley, Marcus Davis and Dexter Sellers 
were all chosen as second-team all- 
state selections. 


See AWARDS, page 9A 
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_ Townsend 
inks with _ 


lei 


UWA 


East Central Community 
College slugger Jacob Town- 
send of Philadelphia has signed 
| a national letter of intent with 
the University of West Alabama 
in Livingston. | 
Townsend, a 

215- 
catch- 3 
base- i | 
batted 
294 for the 
i\Diamond 
Warriors in | 
1/2004 with 13h 
home runs and 
35 RBIs. He 
| received  All- 
Region 23 and All-State honors 
following season action and 
was named the team’s most 
valuable offensive player, 

He is a former standout at 
Neshoba Central High School. 
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Gordon inks again with ECCC 





Ken Gordon has signed a National Letter of Intent to play baseball for the Diamond 

Warriors of East Central Community College. Gordon earlier signed with EC to play football 

- as well.At the signing were:(seated from lefi)Bonnie Gordon, Ken, Ken Gordon Sr., and stand- 
ing (from left) Jake Yarbrough, EC baseball coach and David Brown, MHS baseball coach. 
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Loper Joins ECCC Baseball Squad 

Newton County High School's Bud Loper (seated center) will continue his athlet- 
ic career as a Diamond Warrior at East Central Community College. Loper, a 6- 
foot, 150-pound pitcher/infielder, batted .311 for the Diamond Cougars in 2004 
with four doubles, three triples and one home run. He also scored 33 runs. He | 
posted a 5-6 mark on the mound with a 3.34 ERA. He was named first-team All- 
Division 5-3A and received the Team Captain and Lowest ERA awards, and was 
tapped for membership in the .300 Club, which recognizes Cougar players whose 
batting averages exceeded .300. Loper is a transfer from Newton County 
Academy, where he was selected All-Division 3-A his junior season. Pictured 
with Loper are his parents, Randy and Beverly Loper of Rose Hill, and (standing 
from left) Newton County head baseball coach Wyatt Tullos and ECCC head 
baseball coach Jake Yarborough. (ECCC Photo) 
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Fortenberry hopes 
tor fall return to 


exes) evel | Mil-ie 


The last pitch John Fortenberry tossed 
against live batting was no different than 
any of the thousands he had thrown before - 










- 1t was a scorching fastball over the outside 
corner of the plate. 

Unlike most of his other pitches at that 
location, the batter powered the bat from his 
shoulder, making contact, with the pitch and 
slamming it straight back to the pitcher’s 
mound. 

About the time the 673”, 210-pound 
pitcher completed his follow through the 
ball smashed into his right check bone just 
below his eve. 

“Il remember the whole thing,” Forten- 
berry said. “He definitley got around on it 
quick. 

“I knew was it coming but there was nothing | 
I could do.” 

Over the following weeks and months Forten- 
berry underwent around 20 hours of surgery to 
repair the damage done to his face, which included 
the placement of titanium plates to rebuild his face 
as well as the removal of his eye. 

He sustained those injuries during an inter-squad 
game at Kast Central Community College, where his 








> See Fortenberry on LOA 
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ECCC BASEBALL AWARDS 
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ECCC DIAMOND WARRIORS CATCHERS 


Catchers on the 2004 East Central Community Col 
of Lake and Corey Coward. Jake Yarborough serves as 
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lege baseball team Included from left: Robby Carey, Jacob Townsend, Cralg Martin 
head coach of the Diamond Warriors and Reggle Richardson Is his assistant. 
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Members of the East Central Comm ty College baseball team who received i 
honors following the'2004 campaign include (from left) Robby Carey, a product 
of Newton County High School, Most Valuable Defensive Player; Jacob - 
Townsend of Neshoba Central, Most Valuable Offensive Player; Drew Kenna of 
captain award; and Corey Co | 
Player. Not pictured is Jim Talley, a prod Schoo 50 
received a team captain award. Coach Jake Yarborough presented the awards at 

pring Sports Awards Banquet. (ECCC photo) | 
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oward of Noxapater, Most Valuable _ 
uct of Mooreville High School, who als 





CARTHAGINIAN __ 
“"NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
NEWTON RECORD 
MERIDIAN STAR 
CLARION-LEDGER 





IMPACT 





week oF Pet Jan 


Lady Warriors, Warriors 
ready to return to action 


By Tony Krausz Re 
| sports editor - 
6a — The East Centra! We closed out weil 
mmunity College women’s basket- against Northeast. a 
ball team is paying no attention to the : NN , and 
national recnemnos the squad is that gives usa lot 
eae § year YO at ets 
The Lady Warriors 4 ed the of positive momentum. 
ith the No, @ rantinee in ties nation, Lady Warriors coach 
but after suffering three losses in first- Brad Hodge 
semester play, they fell to 24th. me 24 =? 


The 18-place drop in the poll hasn 


even been noticed by ECCC mag 


which went 2-2 in last year’s national 
Se dig tournament in Salina, 


“Last year’s group taught us best, 
we don’t even watch (the polls),” said 
Lady Warriors coach Brad Hodge, 
whose team resumes play this season 
on the road against Itawamba on 
‘Thursday. “It is good for publicity and 
recognition, but the only thing that 
matters is who wins the region tour- 
nament. Once we got the preseason 
poll, we talked about it as a team and 
then we tore it up. When the region 
tournament comes, they won't use a 

poll othe tey: factor as to who gets into the 


The Lady Warriors have been 
sdowed by imjury im the first part of 


the season. 
nett sing B Kristin Chaney 
Cox (hip) were 





oced ae eee injuries, and a 
number 


2 ee worked through 
various bumps and bruises im the first 
ga 


said he expects his team to 

when the Lady Warriors 

return to action for the second 
“We've made a lot of fro 

e a progress from 
woe bed Gane GEM cc eee 

we've some step up. We 

would like to have a better record, 7-3 

is fine, but we've let two go where we 


ECCC closed first-semester play didn’t play our best.” 
The ECCC men’s team hasn't fared 
with a 76-59 win over then-No. 7 ke well atte Senate Sey 


Northeast Mississippi on Dec. 9, 

The victory over the nationally- 
ranked foe was a big turn around for 
the Lady Warriors from the team’s 72- 
65 loss to East nee Commu- 
sa College on Dec. 6. ave 





Warriors head euch Baie ote 
whose team is 3-7, hasn't been disap- 
pene by his team’s play. 

“We have eight new people on the 


team, and it takes the freshmen a_ 


losed out well ihe 
aie a tec os avg 
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while to wet adjusted to the dif- 
ferent level of competition,” 
said Smith, whose team won 
three out of its last five before 
entering the holiday break. “We 
lost a lot of close games ear- 
lier. We had two games we 
weren tin, and the others were 
closer.” 

The Warriors entered the 
Christmas break with an 86-76 
win over Northeast Mississippi 
on Dec. 9. Like the women’s 
team, the first-semester-ending 
win was an improvement from a 
loss (100-83) to EMCC on Dec. 
6. 

“Hopefully, we will have con- 
fidence when conference play 
starts,” said Smith, whose team 
resumes play this season on the 
road against Itawamba on 
Thursday. “Hopefully, the break 
will give us a chance to come 
baek with a winning attitude.” 


The ECCC men’s team is 
getting solid production from 
the squad's veteran players. 

Sophomores Tawon Walker, 
Andrew Lewis and Ryan 
Hudson are each averaging 
double-digit scoring totals this 
season. Walker leads the team 
with 14.8 points per game, and 
Lewis and Hudson are aver- 
aging 12.4 and 10, respectively. 

But the Warriors’ success 
doesn't hinge on the produc- 
tion of their sophomore players 
alone, as Smith regularly uses 
every player on his roster in a 
game. 

“We try to play 12-13 guys a 
game,” Smith said. “We try to 
ware people down. Everybody 
plays hard, and that is a 
strength. 

“We have to do a better job 
on defense,” Smith added. “We 
are small, and we are going to 
have to rely on our quickness 
and mental preparation.” 


en 


Viiar 
Me Vege ee 





“yBHOTO BY PAULA MERRITT / THE MERIDIAN STAR 
GOING UP 
East Central Community College's Andrew Lewis goes up for a shot in a game 
earlier this season. After nearly a month off, the Warriors and Lady Warriors 
will resume play this season on Thursday. . a 


ECCC falls to Co-Lin 
in division opener 


By Marty Stamper 
staff writer 

DECATUR — The Copiah- 
Lincoln Lady Wolves pulled’a 
few surprises on the Lady War- 
riors of East Central Commu- 
nity College Monday night and 
came away with a 66-61 win in 
the MACJC South Division 

opener for both teams. 
Travalyn Smith and Crystal 
Brown combined for 28 points 
inside to lead the 84 Lady 
Wolves. Smith had 18 points 
| and Brown 


us,” said 
ECCC head 
coach Brad 
Hodge. “I thought their guards 
were the key to their offense 
and their team, We just did not 
prepare. for that type of per- 
formance from their posts, We 
know now. That's something 
we'll have to make an adjust- 
ment to when we see them 
again. 





an important one because it’s at 
home and you want to take care 
of those that are in your back 
yard. 
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“That's only one game. It’s _ 


Shannon Lloyd six. Backstrom 
had a team-high nine rebounds. 
Chaney, Lloyd and Kotreece 


’ Bender each had five boards. 


Young had three steals. 
Co-Lin (men) 76 
ECCC 73 


As has been the case much 
of the year, the Warriors dug 
themselves into an early hole, 
rallied back to take a brief lead 
in the late going, then were 


unable to close out with a win. 


The Wolves (7-5, 1-0) took a 
35-25 advantage into halftime, 
then upped their lead to 40-25 
in the first minute of the second 


half. 

ECCC battled back with a 
vengeance over the next 17 
minutes, finally using a 7-0 run 
in a 32-second span to go up 
73-72 with 1:52 left. Andrew 
Lewis started the run with a 3- 
pointer with 2:24 remaining to 
pull the Warriors to within 72- 
69 . 


Tawon Walker cut the deficit 
to one with a reverse layup 20 


te r. A steal and. 
we gt ECCC up apt 


bit the Warriors were unable to 
score over the final 1:52 as they 
dropp ‘to 3-9 overall and 0-1 in 
the division. 















some mistakes and play 
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“We've just ae to correct 
better 
and get ready for Thursday (at 
Mississippi Gulf Coast). We 
don't have time to pout about it 
now.” 

Co-Lin took a 35-30 lead into 


halftime. After four ties — the 


last at 49 with 11:35 to play — 
the Lady Wolves went down 52- 
51 on a 3-pointer from ECCC’s 
Kim Cox a minute later, then 
reeled off six straight points 
and never trailed again. 
Perhaps the game's biggest 
basket was a 3-pointer by Gloria 
Lewis with 1:28 to go with the 
shot clock running out that 
gave the Lady Wolves a 62-58 


advantage 


“With the clock running out 
and her going with a three, I'll 
take that,” Hodge said. “But 
she made it and good players 
make shots like that.” 

Lewis finished with 17 
points, 15 of which came in the 


second half. 

Kristin Chaney led ECCC (8- 
4) with 17 points, 13 of which 
came in the first half. Cox 
added 13, Tierra Young had 11, 
India Backstrom eight and 


CARTHAGINIAN ___ 
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A three-point play by Joe 
Holliday gave the Wolves the 
lead for good at 75-73 with 1:14 
remaining. 

“Same story,we have four or 
five minutes in every game 
where we just relax, and that’s 
where the other teams get 
leads,” said ECCC head coach 
Bill Smith? “Then we have to 
fight and scrap too hard to get 
back. — 

“We had chances tonight, we 
just didn’t capitalize on some 
open looks. We got some 
unlucky bounces on some 
rebounds that they got offen- 
sive rebounds and put them 
back in. They did what they 
had to do to win and we didn’ t 
get the job done for us to win.” 

Lewis led ECCC with 18 
points. Garrick Nichols scored 
11, Ricardo Alcantar had nine 
and Walker, Andre Coleman, 
Pierre Barlow and Coshune 
Bingham each had six. 

Co-Lin got 25 points from 
Ledell Eakles, 12 from Dexter 
Middleton, nine from Cedric 
Walker and eight from Arvel 
Keys. 
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LADY WARRIOR t SOPHOMORES 





| EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

* on the East Central Community College women’s » 

basketball team for 2003-04 are (seated from left) Britney Burks, Scott 
Central; Rita Birden, a product of St. Fredick High School, Monroe, La.’ 
and sg Murray, West Jones; and (standing from left) Monique Over- 
street, South 1 Leake; Kimyatta Viverette, Lake; Miranda Rosar, Nesho- 
ba Central; Leriore Gray, Newton; and Ebone’e Leverette, Forest. Brad 
Hodge serves as head coach of the Lady Warriors and Lacole Brooks 
is his assistant. The ECCC women are 8-2 overall and 1-1 in South 
Division action at the Christmas break. Competition resumes on Jan. 8 
when the Lady Warriors and Warriors travel to Itawamba Community 
College in Fulton. ECCC goes on a three-game road trip to start the 
new year before roaring Rome terest aridian Community College 
on Thursday, Jan.18. 00 | etic 

hehe Tite ane Cypckirs, 
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ECCC Warrior 

Freshmen on the East Central Walker, Neshoba Central; back, Andrew 
Community College men’s basketball team Lewis, Morton; Shaun Daugherty, Choctaw 
for 2003-04 are, from left, front, Gerrick Central; Ryan Hudson, Louisville; Lorenzo 
Nichols, Thomastown; Brent Blackwell, White, Quitman; and De’Kenno Winston, 
Nanih Waiya; Joe Agee, Heidelberg; Tawon Northeast Lauderdale. 
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ms s Sweep 


Faulkner State, Itawamba 


DECATUR—East Central 
Community College's bas- 
ketball teams are off to a 
perfect'start in 2004, as the 
Lady Warriors and War- 
riors registered victories 
over Faulkner State Com- 
munity College and 
Itawamba Community 
College. Rita Birden, a 
sophomore guard and 
former standout at St. 
Fredrick High School in 


Monroe. La., scored 16. 


points in leading EC toa 
74-57 thumping of 
Faulkner State Saturday 
afternoon on the Bay 


Minette, Ala.. campus. 
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Also scoring for the Lady 
Warriors, who improved 
to 10-2, were Lenore Gray 
of Newton, 15; Kristen 
Chaney, a product of New- 
ton County High School, 
and Monique Overstreet 
of South Leake, 10 each; 
Ebone’e Leverette of For- 
est, eight; Roxana Rogers 
of Lake and Kotreece 
Bender of Newton, four 


each: India Backstrom of 


Neshoba Central, three; 
and Miranda Rosar of 
Neshoba Central and Kim 
Cox of Lake, two each.EC 
led 34-20 at halftime. 


Dyess of Northeast Lau- 
derdale was the top point 
maker for EC Saturday 
with 18 points, as the War- 
riors claimed a 93-88 de- 
cision over Faulkner State 
and improved to 5-6. Also 
scoring were Neil Tadlock 
of Lake, 15; Jamaal Mar- 
tin of Northeast Lauder- 
dale, 12; Ryan Hudson of 
Louisville, 11; Tawon 
Walker of Neshoba Cen- 
tral and Al Wills of New- 
ton County, eight each; 
Tellas Burnside of Phila- 
delphia and Gerrick 
Nichols of Thomastown, 
See “ECCC” page 7 
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“ECCC” 

continued from page 4 
seven each; Dewayne 
Hughes of Sebastopol, six; 
and Andrew Lewis of 
Morton, one.EC trailed 
47-44 at the break. Against 
Itawamba, the Lady War- 
riors held 6n for a 73-70 
overtime win and the War- 
riors cruised 93-74, 
sweeping the season se- 
ries. Lady Warrior scorers 
were Chaney, 15; Bender. 
11; Birden, 10; Viverette 
and Gray, eight each; 
Backstrom, seven: 
Leverette, six; Rogers, 
five; Hope Murray of West 
Jones, two; and Britney 
Burks of Scott Central. 
one. The score was tied 
64-64 at the end of regu- 
lation. The Lady Warriors 
led 34-32 at halftime. War- 
rior point makers were 
Martin, 26; Tadlock, 13: 
Willis and Desmond Jones 
of Neshoba Central, 11 
each; Hudson, nine; 
Hughes, eight; Nichols 
and Dyess, five each; 
Dougherty, three; and 
Lewis, two. East Central 
held a 45-31 advantage at 
the break. EC’s women 
defeated the Lady Indians 
76-67 and the men won 
67-63 to begin the 2003- 
04 campaign. In games 
this week, EC teams travel 
to Southwest Mississippi _ 
Community College in 
Summit on Monday, Janu- 
ary 12, and host Meridian 
Community College 





Thursday, January 15 in ——— 


the Brackeen-Wood 


Physical Education Build- ~~ 


ing. East Central hosts 
Copiah-Lincoln Commu- 
nity College Monday, 
January 19. 


ECCC teams start 
new year with wins 7 


Special to the Record rz 
East Central Communi- | 
ty College’s basketball | 
teams are off to a perfect | 
start in 2004, as the Lady | 
Warriors and Warriors 
registered victories over | 
Faulkner State Communi- 
ty College and Itawamba ~ 
Community College. 

Rita Birden, a sophomore 
suard and former standout — 
at St. Fredrick High School — 
in Monroe, La., scored 16 
points in leading EC to a 74- 
57 thumping of Faulkner | ~~ 
State Saturday afternoon fe-w=. 
on the Bay Minette, Ala., 





ROBBIE ROBERTSON/THE NEWTON 


campus. RECORD 
Also scoring for the An East Central defender 
Lady Warriors, who ,, 


| for the basketball in 
improved to 10-2, were — @ photo 
Lenore Gray of Newton, 
uct of Newton County | 
High School, and Monique» 
Overstreet of South Leake 
had 10 each; EC léd 34-20 

at halftime. 


ECCC (M) 93, Faulkner 88 
Sophomore guard 

Stephen Dyess of North- 2 Monday, Jan. 19, ~ 

east Lauderdaleowas-the 24 = = 








top point maker for EC 
Saturday with 18 points, as 
the Warriors claimed a 93- 
88 decision over Faulkner 
State and improved to 5-6. 

Also scoring were Neil 
Tadlock of Lake, 15; 
Jamaal Martin of North- 
east Lauderdale, 12; Ryan 
Hudson of Louisville, 11; 
Tawon Walker of Neshoba 
Central and Al Wills of 
Newton County, eight each. 

EC trailed 47-44 at the 
break. 


Eenere Gray of Newton 
pumped in 16 points and 
led East Central Commu- 
nity College’s Lady War- 
riors to a 73-49 whipping 
of the Southwest Missis- 
sippi Community Col- 
lege women Monday 
night on the Summit 
campus. 
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ECCC (W) 72, Itawamba 70 
Against Itawamba, the 

Lady Warriors held on for 

a 73-70 overtime win and 


the Warriors cruised 93-74, 


sweeping the 
series. 
Lady Warrior scorers 


were Chaney, 15; Bender, 


season 


11; Birden, 10; Viverette 


and Gray, eight each. 

The score was tied 64-64 
at the end of regulation. 
The Lady Warriors led 34- 
32 at halftime. 


ECCC (M) 93, Itawamba 74 
ECCC. started the season 
out with a win over Itawam- 
ba. This time they started. 
the year out the same way. 
Warrior point makers, 
were Martin, 26; Tadlock, 
13; Willis and Desmond 
Jones of Neshoba Central, 
11 each; Hudson, nine; and 
Hughes, eight. 
East Central held a 45-31 
advantage at the break. 
EC’s women defeated the 
Lady Indians 76-67 and the 
men won 67-63 to begin the 
2003-04 campaign. 





ECCC (W) 73, Southwest 49 
Sophomore forward 


CARTHAGINIAN 


Also scoring for the EC 
women, who improved to 
11-2 overall and 2-1 in 
south Division action, 
were Kristen Chaney of 
Newton County, 12 while 
Kimyatta Viverette of 
Pit hipped in nine. Rox- 

ogers of Lake and 
Rita Birden, a product of 
St. Fredrick High School 
in Monroe, La. had six 
each. 

EC led 33-25 at halftime 
over the Lady Bears who 
fell to 5-8. 


~ Southwest (M) 92, ECCC 73 


In men’s action, the War- 
riors fell 92-73 to the host 
Bears and saw their record 
drop to 5-7 overall and 0-3 
in league play. 

Jamaal Martin of North- 
east Lauderdale led the 
Warriors with 16 points, 

Dwayne Hughes of 
Sebastopol and Stephen 
Dyess of Northeast Laud- 
erdale had 10 each while 
Ryan Hudson of 
Louisville had nine. , 

Tellas Burnside of 
Philadelphia chipped in 
seven while Al Willis of 
Newton County and Neil 
Tadlock of Lake had six 

each. 

The Warriors held a 40- 
33 advantage at the break 
over Southwest, which 
improved to 4-9. 
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Lady Warriors win 
big on hardwood 


From staff reports 
ast Central Community 
College forward Lenore Gray 
tallied a game-high 16 points, 
as the Lady Warriors (11-2) 
took a 73-49 win over South- 
west Mississippi Community 


AREA ROUNDUP 


season. 
Victoria Richarson scored 1, 
points for Co-Lin. 
— Shawn Wansle 


College on Monday. PREP SOCCER 
Kristen Chaney scored 12) Lamar (boys) d 
points for ECCC. 
Dawannna Addison scored UC ( 


ll points to pace Southwest's 
offense, 

-—— Tony Krausz 
Southwest (men) 92 
ECCC 13 

The East Central Commu- 
nity College men’s team had a 
40-35 halftime lead slip away 
Monday against Southwest Mis- 
sissippi Community College. 

Jamaal Martin scored a 
team-high 16 points for the 
Warriors (5-7), and Dewayne 
Hughes and Stephen Dyess 
each tallied 10 in the loss. 

Toby Coleman paced South- 
west's olfense with 24 points, 

— Yony Krausz 
JCJC (men) 79 
Co-Lin 67 

the Jones County Junior 
College men’s basketball team 
unproved its record to 12-1 with 
a Win over Copiah-Lincoln Com- 


The Lamar School boys 
soccer team took over secon 
place in the MPSA standing: 
notching a win over University 
Christian at home on Monday. 

Scott Owen recorded the 
shut-out win in net for the No. 
2-ranked Raiders, whic 
improved to 7-1-1 overall, 

Randy Boyd ‘Thompson 
notched two goals for Lamar, 
and Nicholas Brown and 
Cameron Sherrill each added a 
goal in the win, 

— Tony Krausz 
Neshoba Ctrl (boys) 4 
Ciarkdale 1 

Daniel Warren scored the 
lone goal for the Clarkdale 
boys’ soccer team in a loss to 
Neshoba Central last Friday. 

Chris Servin assisted on the 
Bulldogs’ goal. Clarkdale is 4-7 
overall and 2-1 in division play. 
— Tony Krausz 
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EC teams start 200 


East Central Community 
College’s basketball teams 
are off to a perfect start in 
2004, as the Lady Warriors 
and Warriors registered vic- 
tories over Faulkner State 
and Itawamba last week. 

* EC women = 74, 
Faulkner State 57: Rita 
Birden scored 16 points in 
leading EC Saturday at Bay 
Minette, Ala. 

Also scoring for the Lady 
Warriors, 10-2, were Lenore 
Gray with 15 points, Kristen 
Chaney and ‘Monique 


‘Overstreet with 10 each, and 


Ebone’e Leverette with eight. 
EC led 34-20 at halftime. 
e EC men 93, Faulkner 
State 88: Stephen Dyess was 
the top point maker for EC 
Saturday with 18 points as 
the Warriors improved to 5-6. 
Also scoring were Neil 
Tadlock with 15, Jamaal 
Martin with 12, Ryan 
Hudson with 11, Tawon 
Walker and Al Willis with 
each, and _ Tellas 
Burnside and  Gerrick 
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hot 
Nichols with seven each. — 
EC trailed 47-44 at the 
break. — : 

* EC ‘women °73, 
Itawamba 70 (OT): At 
Fulton, the Lady Warriors 


held on for the overtime win. 


Lady Warrior scorers 
were Chaney, 15; Kotreece 
Bender, 11; Birden, 10; 
Kimyatta Viverette and Gray, 


eight each; India Backstrom, 


seven; and Leverette, six. 

The score was tied 64-64 
at the end of regulation. The 
Lady Warriors led 34-32 at © 
halftime. 

* EC men 93, Itawamba 
74; The Warriors completed 
the season sweep with 
Thursday’s win at Fulton. 

Warrior point makers 
were Martin, 26; Tadlock, 13; 
Willis and Desmond Jones, 
11 each; Hudson, nine; and 
Dewayne Hughes, eight. 

EC held a 45-31 advan- 


tage at the break. 


EC will host Meridian on 
and Copiah- 
Lincoln on Monday. 
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over Co-Lin 


By Marty Stamper 

EMG sports assistant 
DECATUR — East Central Com- 
munity College and Copiah-Lincoln 

Community College have had many 

tough battles as two of the premier 

women’s basketball teams in the 

MACJC South Division and Monday’s 

contest was no exception. 

ECCC, ranked 23rd nationally, held 
off a late charge by sis 
the Lady Wolves to = 
take a 68-64 victory 
in the Brackeen- 

Wood Physical Edu- 
cation Building. 

ECCC improved 
pices overall ane bi 

i in division play. Co-Lin dro to 
8-6 and 3-2. — ‘ ee 

The Lady Warriors led by as many 
as 12 points in the first three minutes 
of the second half before Co-Lin came 
storming back. 
coached by Gwyn Young” BOCC eee 

aC Gwyn Young,” , head 
coach Brad Hodge said. “We got out to 
a good lead in the first half and were 
able to maintain a lead even though 
they closed the gap, 

“With two teams as defensive- 

minded as they are, they are going to 
go after each other and try to take 
each other out of what they do best. It 
was good tug of war.” 
_ The Lady Warriors used a 3-pointer 
from Monique Overstreet, a steal and 
layup from Kristen Chaney, and a 3- 
pointer from Kotreece Bender to grab 
a 34-24 lead late in the first half. 

_ ECCC took a 35-28 lead into half. 
time behind nine points each from 
Kim Cox and Rita Birden. 

The Lady Warriors opened up a 42- 
30 lead behind four points from 
Lenore Gray in the first three minutes 
of the second half. 
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From Page B4 


After a timeout, the Lady War- 
riors converted the turnover 
into a game-clinching three- 
point play by Viverette with 
26.9 seconds left. 

“That's what players do, 
make plays,” Hodge said of the 
Lady Warriors’ answering each 
Co-Lin challenge. “In a tight 
situation, we were fortunate to 
get that done. 

“One of big keys was Kim 
Cox coming off the bench and 
giving us a great spark. She 
was 3-of-5 from the 3-point line 
and that was huge for us. 
Monique hit a huge 3 too and 
that was definitely beneficial.” 

Birden led ECCC in scoring 
with 13 points. Chaney and Cox 
both had 12, Gray had 10, and 
Viverette nine. 

Co-Lin got 14 points from 


Travalyn Smith, 13 from Renee _ 
Fields, 12 from Gloria Lewis,’ 


and eight each from Melton 


- r eo 
_ dleton scoret 


> == 


and Victoria Richardson. 
Co-Lin (men) 83 
ECCC ; 68 

The Warriors fell to 0-5 in 
the division and 5-9 overall with 
the 15-point loss. Co-Lin 
improved to 2-3 and 7-7. 

The Wolves scored 20 of the 
last 29 points of the first half to. 
turn a 25-25 tie4into a 45-34 
midway lead. | 

Co-Lin held a 52-40 lead 
early in the second half, only 
to have the Warriors rally to 
within 54-53 on a 3-pointer by 
Jamaal Martin with 11:41 to go. 

After Al Willis tied the game 
at 64 on a layup with seven min- 
utes left, the Wolves scored 19 
of the game’s last 23 points to 
pull away. 

The Warriors got 17 points 
from Willis, 15 from Dewayne 
Hughes, and 14 from Martin. 

Co-Lin was led by Ledell 

de#9fand Jeremy 
Richardso:t ha Sho. 













A 10-0 run by Co-Lin pulled the 


Lady Wolves to within 42-40 with 14 
minutes remaining. A basket just 
inside the 3-point line by Jessica 
Melton as the shot clock sounded cut 
Co-Lin’s deficit to 47-46 with 10 min- 
utes showing. 

Birden scored on a pass from 
Bender on a 3-on-2 break to extend 
ECCC'’s lead to 51-46 with 8:23 to go. 

The Lady Warriors saw their lead 


cut to two before a basket from Kimy- 
atta Viverette put ECCC up 61-54 with 


APPEARED IN: 4:51 remaining. 





ie Lady Wolves soi toa a 
t on two more occasi last 
LAKE MESSENGER corning with LAD eNewiag? oe 
Chaney made two free throws with | 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 57 seconds left andViverette took the’. AT 


ball away from Melton just beyond 
midcourt with 42 seconds to play. 
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East Central sweeps | 


past Jones County 


By Shawn Wansley 
EMG Sports Writer 

ELLISVILLE — Late surges 
propelled the East Central 
Community College Warriors 
to a sweep of the Jones Junior 
College Bobcats here Thursday 
night at Bobcat Gym. 

In the women’s game, East 
Central broke a 55-55 tie in the 
game's final three minutes, 
outscoring Jones 9-1 down the 
stretch to post a 64-56 victory in 
a matchup of South Division 
leaders. 

_In the men's game, the War- 
riors broke a 65-65 tie in the 
game's final three minutes, 
outscoring Jones 10-2 to notch 
their first division win of the 
season, 75-67. 

The Lady Warriors, ranked 
No, 16 in the latest National 
Junior College Athletic Associ- 
ation poll, improve to 14-2 
overall, 5-1 in the division, 
Jones falls to 9-7 overall, 4-2 in 
the division. | 

The East Central men are 
now 6-10 overall, 1-5 in the divi- 
sion. The Bobcats have now 
dropped two straight home 
league games, falling to 13-3 
overall, 4-2 in the division. 

East Central hosts Faulkner 
(Ala.) State Saturday and visits 
Gulf Coast Monday. Jones is on 
the road Monday at Pearl River. 


Lady Warriors 64 
Lady Bobcats 56 


East Central coach Brad 
Hodge knew his team would be 
in for a battle. 

“Anytime you play a team 
coached by coach (Sandra) 
Sumrall, you know you're going 
to be in for a fight,” he said. 
“They are a much improved 


“They are a very good ball- 
club.” 

Jones took a 55-53 lead with 
4:05 left in the game when 
Tyleshia Arrington made two 


free throws. East Central’s 


Kimyatta Viverette hit a 10- 
footer in the lane to tie it up at 
59-59 with 3:29 remaining. 

The Lady Bobcats then 
misSed a pair of free throws 
with just over three minutes to 
play. East Central's Rita Birden 
scored on a drive to the basket 
with 2:45 left and Lenore Gray 
added a bucket at the 2:08 mark 
to make it 59-55. Viverette 
made a free throw with 1:20 
left. | 

Jones’ final point came with 
1:03 left when Arrington made 
a free throw. | 

But, Gray and Kristen 
Chaney each made driving 
layups in the final 45 seconds to 
seal the win. 

Hodge credited his team’s 
defense in the final minutes as 
the key. 

“We were able to make stops 
and make some plays in the last 
three or four minutes,” he said. 
“That was the difference. They 
came at us with everything and 
when we needed to make a 
play, we did. 

“Our team takes a lot of 
pride in our defense, especially 
in the last couple of minutes.” 

Jones led 22-17 midway 
through the first half, but the 
Lady Warriors stormed back to 
take a 35-27 halftime lead. East 
Central led 42-31 early in the 
second half, but Jones rallied 
to take a 46-44 lead with 10:44 
left when Jasmine Versher hit a 
Spointer, 

Birden led East Central with 
12 points, while Viverette and 


seat bh ber aan bt 2d Kotreece Bender added 10 
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SHIELDING THE BALL 
East Central's Kristen Chaney tries to dribble around Jones’ 
Tyleshia Arrington during the Lady Warriors’ 64-56 win. 


Versher had 18 for Jones, 
while Brittany Baham added 
18. 

Warriors 
Bobcats 


75 
67 


Billy Smith said his Warriors 


were in familiar territory when 
they took a 44-30 lead at half- 
time. , 

“We've had big leads in our 
last five games and we've lost 
three of them because we gave 
up the lead in the second half,” 
he said. “Tonight, when we got 
behind in the second _ half 
maybe we learned from it,” 

Jones took a 65-63 lead with 
3:45 left when Milton Collins 
drove the baseline and 
slammed home a dunk. 

East Central's Dewayne 
Hughes canned a pair of free 
throws with 3:00 to tie it up at 
65-65. Tellas Burnside then 
scored for the Warriors to 
make it 67-65 with 2:15 left. 


CARTHAGINIAN 


Burnside scored again with 
50.2 seconds left and followed 
with a free throw at the 38.9 
second mark to make it 70-65. 

Jones’ John Gray scored 
with 31 seconds remaining to 
make it 70-67, but Stephen 
Dyess canned a free throw and 
Jamaal Martin made four free 
throws in the final 18:3 seconds 
left to put the game away. 

“The bottom liné is East 
Central played an aggressive 
game,” said JCJC head coach 
Robert McInnis. “We played 
pretty good in the second half 
and we had some opportunities 
to give ourselves a lead or win 
the game. But, some of our 
sophomores did not make free 
throws and they came down 
and got some momentum.” 

Martin led East Central with 
22 points. Hughes added 14 
and Dyess had 11. Gray and 
Marvin McDonald had 18 each 
for Jones. 
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ECCC Lady Warriors Defeat 
Southwest; Warriors Fall 


DECATUR--Sophomore 
forward Lenore Gray of 
Newton pumped in 16 
points and led East Cen- 
tral Community College’s 
Lady Warriors to a 73-49 
whipping of the Southwest 
Mississippi Community 
College women Monday 
night on the Summit cam- 
pus. Also scoring for the 
EC women, who improved 
to | 1-2 overall and 2-1 in 
South Division action, 
were Kristen Chaney of 
Newton County, 12: 
Kimyatta Viverette of 
Lake, nine: Roxana Rog- 
ers of Lake and Rita 
Birden, a product of St. 
Fredrick High School in 
Monroe, La., six each; 


APPEARED IN: 


Monique Overstreet of 
South Leake and Kim Cox 
of Lake, five each; 
Ebone’e Leverette of For- 
est and India Backstrom of 
Neshoba Central, four 
each; Kotreece Bender of 
Newton, three; Hope 
Murray of West Jones, 
two; and Miranda Rosar of 
Neshoba Central, one. EC 
led 33-25 at halftime over 
the Lady Bears who fell to 
5-8. In men’s action, the 
Warriors fell 92-73 to the 
host Bears and saw their 
record drop to 5-7 overall 
and 0-3 in league play. 
Warrior point makers were 
Jamaal Martin of North- 
east Lauderdale, 16: 
Dwayne Hughes of Sebas- 


topol and Stephen Dyess’ 


of Northeast Lauderdale, 
10 each: Ryan Hudson of 
Louisville, nine; Tellas 
Burnside of Philadelphia, 
seven; Al Willis of New- 
ton County and Neil 
Tadlock of Lake, six each; 
Tawon Walker of Neshoba 
Central, five; and Andrew 
Lewis of Morton, four. 
The Warriors held a 40-33 
advantage at the break 
over Southwest, which 
improved to 4-9. East Cen- 
tral teams entertain 
Copiah-Lincoln Commu- 
nity College Monday 
night in the Brackeen- 
Wood Physical Education 
Building. 
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EC Sie got 12 pea 
ors from Kristen Chaney, nine 

d from Kimyatta Viverette, and 
‘I in the CJC South six each from Rita Birden 
vision with wins over — and Roxana Rogers. | 
SouthWest. fississippi an 1 — EC led by only eight (33- 
Meridian last week, _ 25) at halftime. 

The Lady Warriors are * EC 78 Meridian 60: 
ranked 23rd nationally in the _ Gray scored 21 points to lead 














NJCAA poll, _., the Lady Warriors to Thurs- 
The EC’ men lost| both. day’: s Win at Decatur. 

games to fall to 5-83 ae ; Birden had 16 points, 

_ * EC 73, Southwe - Viverette and Ebone‘e 

Lenore Gray 9eints Leverette both had nine, and 

as the Lady W; crushed sey ana hotcess Bender 

Southwest on Jar oth | | 

Summit. ., aa : 2 9 at halftime, 
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Former head coa h 
checks out ECCC 
Lady Warriors — 


from staff reports | 
Among those in the standing room 
only crowd for East Central Commu- 
nity College's 78-60 victory over 
Meridian Community College 
Thursday night at Decatur was 
i former Lady War- 
-riors head coach 
Sammy Pace. 
Pace coached 
the Lady Warriors 
from 1985-2001 
and led ECCC to 
> national tourna- 
ment appear-. 
2 ances in 1994 
and 2001. He is currently boys’ bas- 
ketball coach at Sumrall High School. 
The current ECCC women's team 
is ranked No. 23 in the NJCAA in the 
Jan, 13 poll. Trinity Valley (Texas) + 
was No. 1 followed by Gulf Coast 3 
(Fla.) Community College. Pensacola 
(Fla.) Junior College, a 102-48 
winner over Meridian Community 
College in December, checks in at 
No, 3. | ool he he 
Northeast Mississipp! Community 
College was seventh. Cloud County 
(Kan.). Nees munity College, which 
beat ECCC by.one point en route to, 
: u ew. Se on via ie 
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Nationally Ranked ECCC Lady 
Warriors Trounce MCC 78-60; 
Warriors Clipped 100-94 


DECATUR-East Central 
Community College's 
Lady Warriors improved 
to 12-2 Thursday night af- 
ter thumping Meridian 
Community College 78-60 
before a packed Brackeen- 
Wood Physical Education 
Building on the Decatur 
campus. The ECCC 
women, ranked 23rd in the 
latest NJCAA poll, were 
led by sophomore forward 
Lenore Gray of Newton 
who blistered the 
backboards with 21 points 
in posting the easy victory. 
Also scoring for Brad 
Hodge’s Lady Warriors 
were Rita Birden, a prod- 
uct of St. Fredrick High 
Schoo! in Monroe, La., 
who had 16 points; 
Kimyatta Viverette of 
Lake and _  Ebone’e 
Leverette of Forest, nine 
each; Kotreece Bender of 
Newton and Kristen 
Chaney of Newton 
County, seven each: India 
Backstrom of Neshoba 
Central, four; Roxana 
Rogers of Lake, three; and 
Briney Burks of Scott 
Central, two. Sophomore 
Chelse’ Alford of Merid- 
ian had 29 points to lead 
MCC, which fell to 10-5. 
The Lady Warriors led 38- 
29 at halftime. In men’s 
action, East Central let a 
19-point lead slip away in 


SPIRITOF MORTON. __—\j)_ 






second half action as 
MCC rallied for a 100-94 
decision. Sophomore 
guard Jamaal Martin of 
Northeast Lauderdale had 
24 points to lead the War- 
riors, who slipped to 5-8 
under third-year head 
coach Billy Smith. Other 
point makers were Al 
Willis of Newton County, 
15: Desmond Jones of 
Neshoba Central, 14; 
Stephen Dyess of North- 
east Lauderdale, 12; 
Dewayne Hughes of Se- 
bastopol, 10; Ryan 
Hudson of Louisville, 
seven; Tawon Walker of 
Neshoba Central and Neil 
Tadlock of Lake, four 
each; Andrew -Lewis of 
Morton, two; and Tellas 


3 


ee ee 
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Coach Brad 


Hodge gives instructions to his Lady Warriors 


Burnside of Philadelphia, 
one. Sophomore Jamall 
Edmondson, a product of 
Jeff Davis High School, 
poured in 32 points - in- 
cluding five three-pointers 
- to lead MCC, which im- 
proved to 10-4. East Cen- 
tral held a 45-37 advan- 
tage at the break. ECCC 
teams return to division 
play Monday night by tak- 
ing on Copiah-Lincoln 
Cor~munity College on 
the Decatur campus. Tip- 
off time is 6 p.m. for the 
women’s contest with 
men’s action scheduled to 
start at 8 p.m. Both squads 
travel to Jones County 
Junior College in Ellisville 
on Thursday, January 22. 
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during Thursday might’s 78-60 win over Meridian Commu- 
nity College on the Decatur campus, The Lady Warriors, 
ranked 23rd in the latest NJCAA poll, improved to 12-2 fol- 
lowing the non-divisional matchup, played before a standing 
room only crowd tn the Brackeen -Wood Physical Education 


Building. (EC Photo) 
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sites on She bodies. Cite: 
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EC women climb WEEK OF J) yp 


to 16th in nation 


By ROCKY HIGGINBOTHAM 
Sports Editor 

The women from East Central 
Community College made their first 
appearance of the season in the 
national polls just two weeks ago, and 
had climbed to No. 16 in the latest 
NJCAA Top 25. 

Last week, the Lady Warriors cer- 
tainly played the part. ; 

East Central rolled up three more 
victones on the hardwood, improving 
to 15-2 overall and 5-1 in the South 
Division — and gaining a one-game 
lead over four teams tied in a logjam 
for second place, 

The Lady Warriors started the 
week with a 68-64 win over tradition- 
rich Copiah-Lincoln on Monday. then 
they took a hard-fought 64-56 victory 
at Jones County Thursday. Saturday at 
home, ECCC wrapped up a perfect 
week with a 75-43 blowout win over 
Faulkner (Ala.) State. 

East Central's men weren't as for- 
tunate, despite a 75-67 win over a 
solid Jones team, The Warriors had 
losses to Co-Lin (83-68) and Faulkner 
(82-76) sandwiched around that victo- 
ry, and entered this week’s action with 
pe aa overall and 1-5 in the 










p.m. Next Monday (Feb. 2), East Cen- 
tral goes to Hinds for two more big 
division contests, 

* Kast Central women: The Lady 
Warriors took over sole possession of 
first place in the South with their key 
wins over Co-Lin and Jones last week. 

On Monday, EC was up 35-28 at 
halitime and held off the Lady Wolves 
to drop Co-Lin to 8-6 overall and 3-2 
in the league. 

Rita Birden scored 13 points to 
lead four players in double figures for 
the Lady Warnors, who led by as 
many as 12 points in the second half 
before staving off a Co-Lin rally. Kris- 
ten Chaney and Kim Cox had 12 
points each, Lenore Gray 10 and 
Kimyatta Viverette nine. 

Travalyn Smith (14) and Renee 
Fields (13) led the Lady Wolves. 

At Jones, the Lady Warriors were 
knotted at 29 at the half and were still 
tied up at 55-all before finishing off 
the Lady Bobcats with a 9-1 run. 

Birden again led the way with 12 
points, while Viverette and Kotreece 
Bender scored 10 each. Gray had 
eight and Chaney six. 

Jasmine Versher led Jones with 18 
ras 
+ Saturday at home, the Lady War- 
riors were in control all the way, 


bine nade a at half- 


“See Bcce, page 4B 


Freshman forward India Back- 
strom of Neshoba Central led the 
Lady Warriors in scoring with 12 
points, while Cox scored 1], Gray and 
Ebonee Leverette had nine apiece and 
Roxana Rogers chipped in six. 

* East Central men: The Warriors 
got off on the oe foot with a 1 


against Co-Lin. 


LZ£ The visiting Wolves were up 45-34 


at halftime and game a game-high 30 


S (points from Ledell Eckles, 


Al Willis led East Central with 17 


UU} points, Dewayne Hughes scored 15 


and Jamaal Martin 14, while ex- 


W Neshoba Central standout Desmond 


Jones chipped in six points. 
»F The Warriors rebounded: nicely 
with an exciting win at Jones, drop- 
IM ping the highly-touted Bobeats to 13- 
3 overall and 4-2 in the league. | 
EC was up 44-30 at halftime and 


held off the Bobcats, who rallied to tie 
things at 65-65 before the Warriors 
finished the contest on a 10-2 run. 

Martin scored 22 points and Hugh- 
es had 14 in the win. Stephen Dyess 
scored 11 points, Jones tallied eight 
and former Philadelphia standout Tel- 
las Burnside added seven — five of 
them in the final three minutes: ” the 
contest. 

Marvin McDonald and John Chey 
led Jones with 18 points apieces 

The Warriors weren't as fortunate 
on Saturday, however, as visiting 
Faulkner got revenge for an earlier 
loss to East Central. 

Faulkner (12-7) led 46-39 at half: 
time and was led by Kenny Holmes, 
who scored 17 points. 

Dyess had 18. Holmes scored 16 
and Martin had 15 for Ea&t Central. 
Willis chipped in eight points and 
Ryan Hudson contributed six. 
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_ From press ‘reports 


The habiinaniee ‘tanked 
East Central , Community 
College womenis,. basket- 
all 


team continued its win- 
ning, ways Saturday after- 
noon, trouncing Faulkner 
State (Ala,) Community 
College 75-43 in the 
Brackeen-Wood Physical 
Education Building. 

The Lady Warriors, 
ranked 16th in the latest 
NJCAA poll, improved to 
15-2 in earning their sec- 
ond victory over the Lady 
Sun Chiefs (9-9) this sea- 
son. 

East Central posted a 74- 
57 win earlier this month 
on the Bay Minnette, Ala., 
campus. 

India Backstrom, a fresh- 
man forward from Neshoba 
Central, was the leading 
scorer for East Central in 
Saturdayis matchup, pour- 
ing in 12 points. Other 
scorers in the easy victory 
were Kim Cox of Lake, 11; 
Eboneie Leverette of 
Forest and Lenore Gray of 
Newton, nine each: Roxana 
Rogers of Lake, six; 
Kimyatta Viverette of 
Lake; Kristin Chaney of 





Ne ton County and 
eoertes "Bender = of 
Newian re each; Rita 
Birden of St. Fredrick High 





School, ~ Mo nroe, Sve Har 

rarida Rosar of Neshoba 
Central, -four each: 
Monique . Overstreet of 
Sou “Leake, three: and 
Britney Burks of Scott 
Central, two. Courtney 
Midd eton of Mobile, Ala., 
led ie a Chiefs with 


2 points 
t Central rolled to a 
si advantage at half- 


In menis action, the 
Warriors were outscored 
82-76 and earned a split of 

their season series with 





the, Sun Chiefs. The 
Warriors posted a 93-88 


decision earlier this 
month. 

Stephen. Dyess of 
Northeast Lauderdale 


pumped in 18 points to 
lead the Warriors, who fell 


‘to 6-10. Also scoring were 


Dewayne Hughes. of 
Sebastopol, 16; Jamaal 
Martin. of Northeast 


Lauderdale, 15; Al Willis of 
Newton County, eight; 
Ryan Hudson of Louisville, 
six; Tawon Walker of 
Neshoba Central, four; 
Desmond Jones of Neshoba 
Central, three; Gerrick 
Nichols of Thomastown 
and Lorenzo White of 
Quitman, two each; and 
Neil Tadlock of Lake and 
Andrew Lewis of Morton, 
one each. 

Kenny Holmes of Slidell, 
La., had 17 points to lead 
the Sun Chiefs, who 
improved to 12-7. 


ECCC TEAMS 

SWEEP JONES 

The * Lady Warriors and 
Warriors posted wins over 
South Division foe Jones 
County Junior College 
January 22 on _ the 
Ellisville campus. 

EC’s women held on for a 
64-56 decision and 
improved to 5-1 in league 


play. 

ae fell to 9-7 and 4-2. 
Lady Warrior scorers were 
Birden, 12; Bender and 
Viverette, 10 each; Gray, 
eight: Chaney, six: Rogers, 
five; Burks and Overstreet, 
three each; Leverette, 
Backstrom and Rosar, two 
each; and Cox, one. East 
Central led 35. 27 at the 
break. 


Martin had 22 points in 
leading the Warriors to a 
75-67 win over the 
Bobeats, snapping a three- 
game losing skid. With the 
win, EC improved to 1-5 in 


[> 
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WEEK OF Ju) av 


ECCC teams split contests 


division play. Jones fell to 
13-3 and 4-2. 

Other scorers for East 
Central were Hughes, 14; 
Dyess, 11; Jones, eight; 
Tellas Burnside of 
Philadelphia, seven; 
Nichols and White, four 
each: Willis and Hudson, 
two each; and Tadlock, one. 

The Warriors led 44-30 at 
the break. 

East Central teams travel 
to Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College today 

(January 26) and host 
Pearl River Community 
College Thursday, January 
29 in the Brackeen-Wood 
Physical Education 
Building. The ECCC/PRC 
matchups are also iBe Our 
Guest. Nighti for area 
seniors who are invited to 
attend the division con- 
tests at no charge. Door 
prizes will also be awarded 
to the special campus visi- 
tors. Tip-off times are 6 
p.m. for the womenis con- 
test with men’s action get- 
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Lady Warrior India Backstrom (30), a freshman from Neshoba Central, grabs the rebound in 
Saturday’s 74-57 blowout of the visiting Faulkner State Community College. The East 
Central women improved to 15-2 overall following 


ting underway at 8 p.m. 
EC squads play at Hinds 
Community College on 
Monday, February 2. 
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East Central women get national notice with No. 17 ranking 
By Marty Stamper / EMG sports assistant 


Jan. 29, 2004 
DECATUR — The NJCAA basketball poll is an inexact science at best. 


Case in point: The East Central Community College Lady Warriors were ranked 16th a 
week ago, but dropped to 17th in the Jan. 27 poll despite going 3-0 last week. Apparently, 
none of those wins were reported as the ECCC record still stood at 11-2 according to the 
latest poll. 


In fact, the Lady Warriors enter tonight's home game with Pearl River Community College 
sporting a 16-2 mark. Tipoff is set for 6 p.m. 


"It's good to get recognized," said ECCC women's head coach Brad Hodge, 45-24 in his 
third year with the Lady Warriors. "It rewards the kids for the work they've put in this year 
and in the fall and the additional year for the sophomores. 


"But the only thing that really matters is the division record which is 6-1. The one good 
thing about junior college basketball is there is no BCS rating. It's who can win in the end 


== and everybody that gets to the playoff has an equal chance." 


The top four teams from each division qualifies for the state tournament, Feb. 23-26. Eight 


~ teams advance to the Region 23 Tournament, March 1-4. Only the region winner advances 
™ to the national tournament at Salina, Kan. 


Several factors have been a part of ECCC's success. 


"There's depth, there's balance, but there's also experience," Hodge said. "We've got eight 
sophomores that have been through it. The old saying in the league is that you'd rather 
have sophomores that have ridden the bus than freshmen with talent." 


The sophomores are 6-foot forward Kimyatta Viverette (9.6 ppg, 6.0 rpg), 5-foot-11 forward 
Ebone’'e Leverette (4.5 ppg, 2.4 rpg), 6-foot post Lenore Gray (12.9 ppg, 8.7 rpg), 5-foot-11 


__ guard/forward Monique Overstreet (3.6 ppg, 2.2 rpg), 5-foot-7 guard Britney Burks (3.4 ppg, 


1.2 rpg), , 


9-foot-9 guard Rita Birden (9.7 ppg, 2.3 rpg), 5-foot-9 forward Hope Murray (1.6 ppg, 0.9 
rpg), and 5-foot-10 forward Miranda Rosar (2.4 ppg,, 1.8 rpg). 


"Bringing back eight experienced players has helped,” Hodge said. "And we've brought in a 
great freshman class. We've been pleasantly surprised, maybe even overwhelmed, with the 
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contributions some of our freshmen have given right away." 


The five freshmen are 5-foot-4 guard Kristen Chaney (10.1 ppg, 4.0 rpg, 2.5 apg), 5-foot-7 
guard Roxana Rogers (3.7 ppg, 1.3 rpg), 5-foot-7 guard Kim Cox (3.6 ppg, 1.3 rpg), 5-foot-9 
guard/forward Kotreece Bender (6.2 ppg, 3.1 rpg, 2.1 apg), and 5-foot-10 forward India 
Backstrom (3.6 ppg, 3.4 rpg). 


"It's probably the deepest team we've had," Hodge said. "There’s not much dropoff. | don't 
think there's any All-American in this group, but we've got a tremendous class and on any 
given night it can be somebody else that gives us that contribution." 


To back that up, 10 of the 13 players have scored in double figures at least once this 
season. The highest point total by any player is 23. 


"We've got 13 on the roster and 12 play every game," Hodge said. "The 13th one has 
started at times. My goal ts to play all 13." 


While the Lady Warriors have been successful most of the season, their two losses were to 
Pearl River and Holmes, both of which are in the middle of their respective division 
standings. 


"| think this group knows if they want to win, they've got to show up to play," Hodge said. 
"And we didn't do our job those nights and we came out with a loss. 


"Of the wins we have, we've got about eight that could have gone either way in the last few 
minutes. Three were in overtime. We were just able to make a stop or make a play at the 
right moment. That's good character building, but we're cashing out our nine lives. 


"We've had games where it's come down to the last few minutes and they realize it's time 
to step up and have been able to make something happen.” 


Another advantage Hodge has with this year's team is that 10 of the 13 have played either 
on a state championship basketball team or at least in the state tournament. An 11th 
member was a part of several high school softball state championship teams. They know 
what it takes to win consistently. 


"No about it, that's one of the factors," Hodge said. "They've been through it prior to here. 


"They've come from great coaching and that makes our job a lot easier. They don't get 
rattled in tight situations. That experience along with sophomores’ experience is what's big 
for us. 


Four of the Lady Warriors’ last seven regular season games will be played on their 
homecourt. 


"You want to win your home games," Hodge said. "We're 6-1, but you're only as good as 
your next one. We could easily wind up 8-6 if we don't take care of business. 


"But with the four at home, the key is to protect your backyard. If you can do that and steal 
a few on the road, you've got a good opportunity." 


This year's state tournament will be held at the home of the North Division women's 
champion. Northeast Mississippi currently leads that division and is ranked sixth in the 
NJCAA poll, 
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2003-04 ECCC Warriors 
Members of the East Central Community College Warrior basketball team for the 2003-04 season and their 
respective high schools include (front raw, from left) Joe Agee, Heidelberg and Brent Blackwell, Nanih 
Watya; (second row) Andrew Lewis, Morton; Lorenzo White (no longer on team), Quitman; Tawon Walker, 
Neshoba Central; student assistant Matt Woodard; head coach Bill Smith; student assistant Corey Butt, 
Neshoba Central; Gerrick Nichols, Thomastown; Al Willis, Newton County; and Tellas Burnside, 
Philadelphia; and (back row) Jamaal Martin, Northeast Lauderdale; Shaun Dougherty (no longer on team), 
Choctaw Central; Stephen Dyess, Northeast Lauderdale; Ryan Hudson, Louisville; Tobios Darden (no longer 
on team), Lafayette, Ala.; Neil Tadlock, Lake; Desmond Jones, Neshoba Central; De’Kenno Winston (no 
longer on team), Northeast Lauderdale; and Dewayne Hughes, Sebastopol. Not pictured is assistant coach 
Kevin McGhee. (ECCC Photo) 
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2003-04 ECCC Lady Warriors 

Members of the East Central Community College Lady Warrior basketball team for the 2003-04 season and 
their respective high schools include (frant row, from left) Kimyatta Viverette, Lake; Kristin Chaney, Newton 
County; Roxana Rogers, Lake; Ebone’e Leverette, Forest; Kim Cox, Lake; Lenore Gray, Newton; Monique 
Overstreet, South Leake; Britney Burks, Scott Central; and Kotreece Bender, Newton; (back row) head coach 
Brad Hodge; student assistants Courtney Yates of Nanih Watya and Ashley Clark of Starkville Academy; 
LaSaundra Harrison, Union; Rita Birden, St. Fredrick (Monroe, La.); India Backstrom, Neshoba Central; 
Amanda LaCaze (no longer on team), Natchitoches (La.) Central; Hope Murray, West Jones; Miranda Rosar, 
Neshoba Central; Krystle Hunter, Noxapater; student assistants Andrea Chesney of Newton County Academy 
and Tanisha Hawkins of Newton County; and assistant coach Lacole Brooks. ECCC Photo. 
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Warriors grab win with 


2 


By Marty Stamper 
EMG sports assistant 

DECATUR — Any time you can make 23 con- 
secutive free throws, you should do pretty good 
in a basketball game. If you can make 10 straight 
with no time coming off the clock, you'll be 
doing real good. 

The East Central Community College War- 
riors did both Thursday night, as they knocked 
off MACJC South Division co-leader Pearl River 
94-80 at the Brackeen-Wood Physical Education 
Building. 

ECCC hung around the favored Wildcats and 
took the lead for good on a 3-point basket from 
Jamaal Martin with 5:54 left to go up 69-66. 

A four-point play by Martin with 3:48 
remaining gave the Warriors a 75-69 lead. 

Al Willis, Dewayne Hughes, and Martin both 
made two free shots over the next two minutes 
as ECCC pulled out to an 81-71 advantage with 
1:47 left. 

When Willis made the first of two free shots 
with 1:01 showing, Pearl River coach Richard 
Mathis and Wildcat freshman Larry Brackins 
combined to receive four technical fouls. 
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We missed so many free throws 
in the first half that I told them 
if we didn't tighten up, that could 
be the difference in the game. 


‘ Warriors coach 
Bill Smith 


Brackins got his for going to the ECCC bench 
and mouthing off to Warrior head coach Bill 
Smith following Mathis’ ejection. 

Willis made the second of his original free 
throws, and Martin swished home eight in a 
a for the technicals to pad ECCC’s lead to 91- 

Martin hit six 3-pointers and made 14-o0f-15 
free throws to lead the Warriors with 34 points. 

The Warriors improved to 7-11 overall and 2- 
6 in the South Division. Pearl River fell to 12-6 


and 5-3. 


“We missed so many free throws in the first 


half that I told them if we didn’t tighten up, that 


plenty of free shots 


could be the difference in the game,” Smith said. 
“Of course, with all the excitement, it would 
have still been a close game, but they stepped up 
and made them in the second half.” : 

The Warriors also made 12 shots from behind 
the arc. | 

“We have to live by the 3 and die by the 3, and 
tonight, we probably made about half of them,” 
Smith said. “That was a big win for us. That's two 
No. i seeds that we’ve knocked off. If we can 
knock off Hinds Monday at their place, we can 
get right back in the race.” 

ECCC also got 15 points from Willis, who 
made all seven of his free shots. Tawon Walker 
had 14 points, Dewayne Hughes scored 10, and 
Stephen Dyess had seven. 

Pearl River got 16 points from Jacoby Rawls, 
14 from Gabe Willis and 13 from Brackins. 

The Wildcats took a 38-31 lead into halftime 
after ECCC led 13-3 with 14:50 left in the half. 


ECCC (women) 72 
Pearl River 56 


The 17th-ranked East Central women didn’t 
do anything fancy in avenging one of their two 
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losses with a 16-point win. 

- But the Lady Warriors were quite effective 
with what they did. Twelve of ECCC’s 13 players 
scored with Rita Birden’s 12 points leading the 
way. Lenore Gray and Monique Overstreet both 
had eight, Kristin Chaney, Kim Cox, and India 
Backstrom each had seven, and Kimyatta 
Viverette had six. 

“That's a good balance,” ECCC head coach 
Brad Hodge said. “We got to play a lot of people. 
We fortunately came out in the second half really 
well and played good defense and got a cushion. 
That allowed us to play a lot of people and a lot of 
people scored. 

“To come in and beat that group with that 
cushion ... we'll definitely take it,” | 

ECCC improved to 17-2 overall and 7-1 in the 
division. 

Pear! River closed to within 57-44 with eight 
minutes left, but Overstreet buried a pair of 3- 
oe gle in a 58second span to extend the lead to 
65-44. 

Pearl River (10-9, 4-4) got 14 points from 
Carmen Labat and eight from Ashley Smith. 

ECCC led 33-23 at halftime. 


MERIDIAN STAR 
CLARION-LEDGER 








——_——$—— SS 


HIAN 


JEMOCRAT 


=CORD 

















Bo ae a ett Sst 4 


winning streak 


ECCC led 35-23 going into halftime. Twelve of the 13 





Lady Warriors extend 


By Marty Stamper 
EMG sports assistant 

DECATUR — The 17th-ranked Lady Warriors 
of East Central Community College led by as many 
as 27 points in the squad's whipping of Southwest 

=n Mississippi Community College 
81-63 in the Brackeen-Wood Phys- 
ical Education Building Thursday 
night. 
4 The victory extended the 

Lady Warriors’ win streak to 12 
and snapped Southwest's modest 
three-game win streak. 

The Lady Warriors went to the free-throw line 46 
times and made 33, while Southwest was 10-of-18 
from the charity stripe. 

“I don’t know if there’s any easy win,” ECCC 
head coach Brad Hodge said. “Any time you match 
up with people you know and they know you well, 
anything can happen. We just got fortunate. They 
missed some shots early and we made some. 





ECCC players scored. 


“The only one that didn’t was st; i 
(Viverette) and we actually Ave bor ripe 
to zo back in and she said to let the others get 
some more experience,” Hodge said. “A fot of credit 
goes to her on that. We played a lot of people and 


were fortunate they came through.” 


Gray, a sophomore from Ne 

__. Gray, : rom Newton, led ECCC wit 

a points. Monique ( verstreet scored mimes while 
stin Chaney, Kotreece Bender, and Rita Birden 


each had eight, 


ECCC improved to 19-2 overall and stayed on 


‘ | igh et iting Bears took the lead for gj ‘: f ‘ 
ei meee mde South Division standings with a 9- good on a basket by Nic Becher Pest: bin 
Southwest (8-12. 5-5) got Gamble with four minutes left Southwest (8-12, 5-5) got 19 
Addison, 13 fr N ) got 15 points from Dawanna in the first half. points from Gamble, 18 from 
Christin'Bradford,  t PUnChess: and 12 from Gamble’s basket begana9-0 Torry Crumedy, 13 from D.J. 
run as Southwest carried a 30- Jones, 12 from By. Griffith, 11 
24 lead into halftime. from Toby Coleman, and nine 
See ECCC ECCC closed to within 35- from Chris Wats¢'n. 
Page C5 34 on a 3-pointer from Al Willis, 
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I don’t know tf there’s any easy win. 
Any time you match up with people 
you know and they know you well, 
anything can happen We just 
got fortunate. They missed some 
shots early and we made some. 


Lady Warriors coach 
Brad Hodge 


“A lot of fouls were called,” Hodge added. “It 
wasn't the most balanced officiating, but we'll take it. 
That's definitely positive when you can get on the 
line and make them and penalize your opponent for 
fouling.” 

The Lady Warriors scored the game's first six 
points and led 15-3 just over six minutes into the con- 
test after back-to-back baskets by Lenore Gray. 
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From Page Ci 


Southwest (men) 89 
East Central 64 


The Warriors saw their faint 
hopes for postseason play grow 
dimmer as each minute ticked 
off the second half clock, 

ECCC (8-12 overall, 3-7 divi- 
sion) grabbed an early 14-8 
lead. After three ties, the vis- 


but the Bears used another 9-() 
run to go up 48-36 with 13:35 
remaining. 

The Warriors got to within 
eight points at 56-46 with 9:36 
to go before the Bears pulled 
out to as much as the final 25- 


point differential. 
ECCC got 13 points from 
Jamaal Martin, 12 from 


Desmond Jones, nine from 
Willis, eight from Neil Tadlock, 
and five each from Tellas Burn- 
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~ECCC Lady Warriors, 
Warriors Sweep Pearl River 


DECATUR-East Central 
~ Community College's 
Lady warriors cruised toa 
| 72-56 win over the Pear! 
River Community College 
- women and the Warriors 
rallied for a 94-80 decision 
over the Wildcats Thurs- 
day night in the Brackeen- 
Wood Physical Education 
Building on the Decatur 
campus. The EC women. 
ranked seventeenth in the 
latest NJCCA poll, im- 
| proved to 17-2 overall and 
_ 9-| in South Division ac- 
_ tion under head Coach 
' Brad Hodge, while the 
Lady Wildcats dropped to 
10-9 and 4-4. Win the win, 
the Lady Warriors also 
avenged an earlier 54-52 
setback to Pearl River on 
the Poplarville campus. 


Rita Birden, a product of . 


St. Fredrick High School 
in Monroe, La., led East 
Central with 12 points. 
Also scoring were 
Monique Overstreet of 
South Leake and Lenore 
Gray of Newton, eight 
each; India Backstrom of 
Neshoba Central, Kristin 
Chaney of Newton County 
and Kim Cox of Lake, 
seven each; Kimyatta 
Viverette of Lake, six; 
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_ was tied for the division 
Jead prior to the match-up. 


Ebone’e Leverette of For- 
est, Britney Burks of Scott 
Central and Kotreece 
Bender of Newton, four 
each; Roxana Rogers of 
Lake, three; and Miranda 


coach Billy Smith. Also 
scoring for East Central 
were Al willis of Newton 
County, 15; Tawon Walker 
of Neshoba Central, 14; 
Dewayne Hughes of Se- 


Rosar of Neshoba Central, bastopol, 10; Stephen 
two. Carmen Labat of Bay Dyess of Northeast Lau- 
High Schoolin Waveland derdale, seven: Ryan 
led PRC with 14 points. Hudson of Louisville, 
The Lady Warriorshelda Pesmond Jones of 
33-23 advantage at half- Neshoba Central and Neil 
time. Jamaal Martin of Tadlock of Lake, four 
Northeast Lauderdale each: and Gerrick Nichols 


pumped in 34 points - in- 
cluding six three-pointers 
and 14 of 15 free throws - 
to lead the Warriors, who 
improved to 7-11 and 2-6, 
while the Wildcats fell to 
12-6 and 5-3. Pearl River 


of Thomastown, two. 
Jacoby Rawls of Sumrall 
led Pearl River with 16 
points. The Wildcats held 
a 38-31 advantage at the 
break. East Central’s vic- 
tory avenged an earlier 82- 
68 loss to the home-stand- 
ing wildcats. In games this 
week, East Central teams 
travel to Hinds Commu- 
nity College’s Utica cam- 


‘Martin made eight straight 
free throws with 1:01 re- 
maining after PRC coach 


Richard Mathis and wild- pus on Monday, February 
cat freshman Larry 2, and host Southwest 
Brackins of Dothan, Ala., Mississippi Community 


were each charged with 
two technical fouls and 
were ejected from the 
game, Mathis had ques-_ 
tioned an official's call 
and Brackins received his 
penalty for going to the 
Warrior bench and sound- 
ing off to Warrior head 


College on Thursday, Feb- 
ruary 5 in the Brackeen- 
Wood Physical Education 
Building TippaiL umes ate 
6p. m. for women’s action 
with the men’s contest 
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@ Warriors get wins over 
Hinds, Pearl River to turn 
season around. 





_ Everybody knows the 17th 
ranked East Central Lady Warriors 
are a formidable opponent. 

But don’t leave Billy Smith’s War- 
riors out of that equation. 

The Warriors posted two South 
Division wins this past week with a 
94-80 win over Pearl River and a.79- 
73 Win over Hinds. 

Meanwhile, the Lady Warriors 
continue to blow past opponents 
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ECCC women 


and posted two double-digit wins 
this week, beating Pearl River 72-56 
and Hinds 73-54. 


ECCC (M) 94, Pearl River 80 

Any time you can make 23 con- 
secutive free throws, you should do 
pretty good in a basketball game. If 
you can make 10 straight with no 
time coming off the clock, you'll be 
doing real good. 

The East Central Community 
College Warriors did both Thurs- 
day night, as they knocked off 
MACJC South Division co-leader 


See ECCC, Page 3B 
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tip | : ore: ROEEATSONTHE NEWTOR REEOAD 
East Central’s india Backstrom goes for a rebound against Pearl River last 
Thursday night. The Lady Warriors beat Pearl River 72-56. 
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ECCC women k 2ep on 


A pair of South Division wins ‘last 
week weren't enough to move the East 
Central Community College women any 
higher in the Feb, 2 Je gu by 
Women's Division I 
they were enough o kep the the Prova 
Lady Warriors on top 
MACJC South Division peas ey 

The Lady Warriors improved to 7-1 
in the league and 17-2 overall. EC, 
which enjoys the No. 17 ranking in the 
NJCAA, added another win Monday, 
knocking off Hinds at Utica. 

The Warriors split their two games 
last week and were 8-11 overall and 3-6 
in the division following their win at 
Hinds on Monday. 

¢ EC women 66, Gulf Coast 60 (OT): 
The Lady Warriors improved to 16-2 with 
a Jan. 26 overtime win at Perkinston. 

Gulf Coast fell to 14-4. 

Lenore Gray was the top scorer for. 
EC with 19 points. Kim Cox had 11, Rita 
Birden nine, Kristin Chaney seven, 
Kimyatta Viverette six, India Backstrom 
and Ebone’e Leverette both had five, 
and Kotreece Bender had four. 

The game was knotted at 54-54 at the 
end of | tion. The Lady Warriors 
saw a 15-point lead evaporate in the sec- 
ond half as Gulf Coast tied the contest 
with eight seconds left in regulation. 
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| with 30 points. 

_ * Gulf Coast 
7-2 |men 65, EC 60: 
6-3 | The Warriors saw 
z.4 | their record drop 
| to 6-11 with the 
Jan. 26 loss at 
Perkinston. 

A slow start 
doomed the War- 
riors as they 
trailed 29-14 
going into half- 
time. A valiant 
second half effort 
fell short. 

Jamaal! Martin led EC with 15 points. 
Dewayne Hughes scored 12, Stephen 
Dyess had 11, Tawon Walker eight, and 
Al Willis, Gerrick Nichols, and 
Desmond Jones each had four. 

* EC women 72, Pearl River 56: The 


Lady Warriors avenged one of their two 


losses with the 16-point win Thursday 
at Decatur. 

Rita Birden led EC with 12 points. 
mecca Overstreet ae siege reid 





Lady Bulldogs 


CARTHAGINIAN 








Kimyatta Viverette had six, and Ebone’e 
Leverette, Britney Burks, and Kotreece 
Bender each had four. 
EC improved to 17-2 overall and 7-1 
in the division. EC led 33-23 at halftime. 
Carmen Labat led PRCC (10-9, 4-4) 
with 14 points. 

* EC men 94, Pearl River 80: The 
Warriors made 23 consecutive free 
throws, including 10 in a row with no 
time coming off the clock, to whip the 
Wildcats Thursday in Decatur. : 

Jamaal Martin made eight str light 
free throws with 1:01 : - after 
PRCC coach Richard Mathis aoe 
Wildcat freshman Latry Brackins were 
each charged with two technical fouls 
and were ejected from the game. 

Martin scored 34 points, including 
six 3-pointers and 14-of-15 free throws, 
to lead the Warriors, who improved to 
7-11 and 2-6, 

PRCC fell to 12-6 and 5-3, 

EC also got 15 points from Al Willis, 
14 from Tawon Walker, 10 from 
Dewayne Hughes, seven from Stephen 
Dyess, and four each from Ryan 
Hudson, Desmond Jones and Neil 
Tadlock. 

Jacoby Rawls led PRCC with 16. 

The Wildcats held a 38-31 halftime 
advantage. 
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Lady Warriors in control 
of South Division race: 
men continue to battle 


By ROCKY HIGGINBOTHAM 


Sports Editor 


The only South Division loss to 
have been suffered by the East Central 
Community College women has now 
been avenged. 

And it wasn't even close. 

ECCC’s Lady Warriors, who actu- 
ally slipped a notch to No, 17 in the 
national polls last week despite their 
recent hot streak, took control early 
against visiting Pearl River and took a 
72-56 win over the Lady Wildcats last 
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East Central ladies 


Thursday at Decatur. 

The win avenged an ear- 
lier 54-52 setback to Pearl | 
River, and improved East 
Central to 17-2 overall and 
7-1 in South Division action. 
The Lady Wildcats fell to | 
10-9 and 4-4. 

“We played good defense 
and got a cushion,” ECCC 
coach Brad Hodge said of 
the win. “To come tn and 
beat that group with that cushion ... 
we'll definitely take it.” 

The Lady Warriors did it by spread- 
ing the wealth on offense. Twelve 
players scored, and seven of those had 
at least six points. 





Backstrom 


“That's good balance,” 
Hodge said. “We got to play 
a lot of people and that's 
| always big.” 

The Lady Warriors also 

beat Gulf Coast earlier last 
week, taking a 66-60 over- 
time win or the road last 
| Monday. 
: East Central’s men split 
their two contests last week, 
losing 65-60 at Gulf Coast 
but taking an exciting 94-80 win over 
Pearl River to move to 7-11 overall 
and 2-6 in the South. ~ 

Both squads were at Hinds Mon- 
day, and both will return home to 
entertain Southwest Mississippi 


avenge division loss 


Thursday. Next Monday (Feb, 9), East 
Central visit nval Meridian Communi- 
ty College. All three are South Divi- 
sion matchups 


« East Central women 72, Peart 


River 56; Rita Birden tallied 12 points 
to lead the Lady Warriors’ balanced 
attack Thursday, 

Monique Overstreet and Lenore 
Gray scored eight points apiece: for- 
mer Neshoba Central standout India 
Backstrom, Kim Cox and Kristen 
Chaney all scored seven; and Kimyat- 
ta Viverette chipped in six. 

The Lady Warriors were up 33-23 
at halftime and led by double digits for 
nearly the entire second half. 

Carmen Labat was the only Pear! 
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River player in double figures, scoring 
1+ points. 

* East Central men 94, Pearl 
River 80; The men’s win was a little 
more exciting, and much tougher to 
come by. 

ECCC started the game with a [3- 
3 run, but quickly found itself down 
38-31 at halftime. 

The Warriors fought back to tie 
things up, then took a 69-66 lead on a 
3-pointer from Jamaal Martin with 
3:54 remaining. They never trailed 
again, 

It was an 81-74 game when EC's 
Al Willis was fouled with a little less 
than two minutes remaining. [n the 
process of Willis hitting vo free 





throws, Pearl River was called for four 
consecutive technical fouls. Martin 
promptly canned eight straight free 
throws, and EC suddenly led 91-74. 

Those 10 freebies were part of 23 
in a row the Warriors hit, and East 
Central also canned a dozen 3-pointers 
on the night. 

“We have to live by the 3 and die 
by the 3,” ECCC coach Billy Smith 
said, ‘That was a big, big win for us. If 
we can go knock off Hinds Monday ... 
we can get back into the race.” 

Martin finished with six 3s and he 
was |4-of-15 from the charity stripe, 
scoring a game-high 34 points. Willis 
added 15, while Neshoba Central 

See ECCC, page 4B 
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ECCC 


product Tawon Walker had 14, 
Dewayne Hughes tallied 10 and 
Stephen Dyess chipped in seven. 

Jacoby Rawls had 16 points and 
Gabe Willis scored 14 for Pearl River. 
The Wildcats came into the game tied 
for first place in the South, but slipped 
to 12-6 overall and 5-3 in division 
play. jaan 

* ECCC splits at Gulf Coast: In 
last Monday's tip to the Coast, the 
Lady Warriors came away victorious 
by outscoring the Lady Bulldogs 12-6 
in the overtime penod. 

The contest was tied 24-24 at half- 
time and 54-54 at the end of regula- 
ton. 

Gray led ECCC with 19 points, 
while Cox scored 11 and Birden had 
nine. 

Chaney tossed in seven, Viverette 
had six and both Backstrom and 
Ebonee Leverette had five apiece. 

Gulf Coast fell to 14-4 with the 
loss. 

The Warriors were not as fortu- 
nate, falling behind 29-14 in the first 
half and coming up short in their rally 
attempt, 65-60. 

Martin (15 points), Hughes (12 
points) and Dyess (11 points) were all 
in double figures, while Walker 
chipped in eight points. 

EE SS SST Sr ee Se ee 


WEEK OF 


heh, 


EC women trounce Southwest 


The nationally ranked East 
Central Community College women’s 
basketball team improved to 19-2 over- 
all and 9-1 in South Division action fol - 
lowing Thursday night's 81-63 blowout 
of the Southwest Mississippi 
Community 
College Lady Bears in the Brackeen- 
Wood Physical Education Building. 


Lenore Gray of Newton 


pumped in 23 points to lead the Lady 
Warriors, who are ranked seventeenth 
in the latest NJCAA poll. 

Also scoring were Monique Overstreet 
of South Leake, nine; Kristin Chaney of 
Newton County, Kotreece Bender of 
Newton and Rita Birden of St. Fredrick 
High School in Monroe, La., eight each; 
Ebone’e Leverette of Forest, five; 

Roxana Rogers and Kim Cox, both 
Lake, and Miranda Rosar of Neshoba 
Central, four each; India Backstrom 
and Hope Murray, three each; and 
Britney Burks of Scott Central, two. 

Dawanna Addison had 15 
Seg to lead Southwest, which fell to 

8-12 and 5-5. 

The Lady Warriors, led bs 
third-year head coach Brad Hodge, held 
a 35-23 advantage at halftime, 

Coach Billy Smith’s Warriors 
were not as fortunate, falling 89-64 to 
the visiting Bears, 

Jammal Martin of Northeast 
Lauderdale had 13 points to lead East 


APPEARED IN: 


LAKE MESSENGER 

SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 

UNION APPEAL 

WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL _ 


SPIRIT OF MORTON A 


Central, which fell to 8-12 and 3-7. 
Also scoring were Desmond Jones of 
Neshoba Central, 12; Al Willis of 
Newton County, nine; Neil Tadlock, of 
Lake, eight; Tellas Burnside of 
Philadelphia, Tawon Walker of 
Neshoba Central and Stephen Dyess of 
Northeast Lauderdale, five each; 
Dwayne Hughes of Sebastopol and 
Ryan Hudson two each; and Lorenzo 
White, one. 

Nic Gamble poured in 19 
points to lead the Bears, who improved 
to 8-12 and 5-5. Southwest led 30-24 at 
the break. 

East Central teams traveled to 
Meridian Community College on 
Monday, February 9 and will be guests 
of Copiah-Lincoln Community College 
on Thursday, February 12. 

It was a clean sweep Monday 
night for East Central Community 
College basketball teams, which posted 
wins over Meridian Community 
College in non-division action held on 
the MCC campus. 

The Lady Warriors, tied for 
fifteenth in the latest NJCAA poll, 
rolled to a 91-74 victory over the Lady 
Eagles to improve to 20-2 overall, and 
the Warriors held on for an 82-79 deci- 
sion over the MCC men. The Warriors 


are now 9-12 overall. 





Warriors who defeated MCC for the 
second time this season. Also scoring 
were Lenore Gray, 16; Rita Birden, 
Kristin Chaney and Monique 
Overstreet, nine each: India Backstrom, 
eight; Kimyatta Viverette of Lake, six; 
Roxana Rogers of Lake, five; and 
Ebone’e Leverette of Forest and 
Miranda Rosar, four each. 

EC led 45-32 at halftime. 

The Lady Warriors cruised to 
a 78-60 thumping of MCC on January 
15 in the Brackeen-Wood Physical 
Education Building. 

Sophomore Dewayne Hughes 
of Sebastopol had 20 points to lead the 
Warriors who avenged an earlier 100-94 
setback to the Eagles. It was Hughes’ 
three-pointer with a just few seconds 
that clinched the come-from-behind 
win. Also scoring were Jamaal Martin , 
15: Ryan Hudson and Desmond Jones 
of , 11 each; Stephen Dyess of , eight; 
Al Willis, seven; Tellas Burnside of , 
five; and Neil Tadlock of Lake and 
Gerrick Nichols, two each. 

EC held a slim 36-34 advan- 
tage at the break. 

East Central teams travel to 
Copiah-Lincoln Community College 
Thursday and host Jones County Junior 
College on Monday and Mississippi 
Gulf Coast Community College on 


Thursday, February 19 to conclude reg- 


ular season action. 
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each scored nine points for 
ECCC. 


Mosley paced MCC’s 
offense scoring a game-high 21 
points, and patty Monroe and 
Karmethia Mazique each tal- 


lied eight. 
Warriors 82 
Eagles 79 


ECCC men’s guard 
Dewayne Hughes hit the game- 
deciding shot with 26 ticks left 
on the clock in a second half 
that saw 11 lead changes and 
four ties. 

With the Warriors trailing 
79-77, Hughes hit his fourth 
three-point shot of the game to 
give ECCC an 80-79 lead over 
MCC. | 

The Eagles missed hitting a 
shot on the following posses- 
sion, and the home team had 


to foul Warriors guard Al Willis 


with seven seconds left in the 
game. ? 

Willis hit a pair of free 
throws to give ECCC a three- 
point edge, and MCC couldn’t 
connect from behind the arc in 
the closing seconds to tie the 


weekoF Fey 


“It was a. big three, 
(Hughes) has hit some big 
shots for us, and that was a big 
shot,” said Warriors coach Billy 
Smith. “(Willis) making those 
two free throws when we were 
up by one was big. He did a 
good job of composing him- 
self.” | | 

Hughes finished the game 
with a team-high 20 points, and 
Jamaal Martin, a Northeast 
Lauderdale graduate, added 15 
in the win. 

Stephen Dyes scored 12 
points for the Warriors, and 
Ryan Hudson tallied 11 in the 
win. 

MCC guard Mecose Todd 
scored a game-high 31 points, 
and Willie Powers tallied 24 in 
the loss. 

“(ECCC) played well and 
with more energy, they wanted 
it badder than us,” said Eagles 
coach George Brooks. “There 
is not a whole lot I can say. 
They played harder than us.” 

MCC continues its season 
against Gulf Coast Community 
College on Thursday at home, 
starting with the women’s con- 
test at 6 p.m. ECCC continues 
its season on the road against 
Copiah-Lincoln Community 


faine., College on Thursday. 
APPEARED IN: 
LAKE MESSENGER CARTHAGINIAN 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 


UNION APPEAL NEWTON RECORD | 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL MERIDIAN STAR _\v | 


SPIRIT OF MORTON CLARION-LEDGER _ 


IMPACT 





7 ; PHOTO BY KYLE CARTER / THE MERIDIAN STAR 
SHOT IN TRAFFIC ~* 

East Mississippi Community College’s Rita Briden takes a shot over four Meridian Community College defenders 

in the first half of their contest at MCC on Monday. 
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By Tony Krausz 
assistant sports editor 
The No. 17 East Central Community College 


women’s basketball team held off an early second-half 


surge by Meridian Community College, and the ECCC 
men’s squad hit a late basket, as the teams from Decatur 
swept MCC on Monday night. 

The Lady Warriors (20-2) took a 91-74 victory in the 
night’s opening contest over the Lady Eagles (10-12), 
and the Warriors (9-12) emerged with an 82-79 win 

| against the Eagles (13-8) in the 
ee nightcap at the Ivy Sports Complex. 
“A cross-town rivalry is basically 


Anytime YOu what it is — it is a good win,” said 
can come we Warriors coach ata Oi 
“Anytime you can come over here an 
over here get a win, it is really nice.” 
and get a The MCC women, who trailed 45- 
win, it is 32 at halftime, closed to within four- 


points of ECCC’s lead in the opening 
four minutes of the second half. 

After being down 52-44 in the first 

Lady vais three minutes of the second, the Lady 

me Negyten Eagles’ JaWanda Huggins and J.J. 
®° Huggins each tallied a basket to 
knock the Lady Warriors’ lead down to 52-48, with 16 
minutes left in the game. 

“| think we cut it to four at least once and six on a 
couple of occasions,” said Lady Eagles coach Hilary 
Allen. “I'm proud of the kids for playing all the way 
through. That can be tough to do when you are not suc- 
cessful, but they kept on playing hard.” 

Lady Warriors forward Kotreece Bender and Lady 
Eagles guard Stephanie Mosley traded int shots 
in the next minute and a half to hold ECCC’s lead at four, 
55-51, with 14:35 to play. 

ECCC went on a 12-5 run over the next 3 1/2 minutes 
to push its lead to 67-56, and the Lady Warriors maxed 
out their advantage over the Lady Eagles at 84-62, with 
4:15 to play in the game. 

“Defensively, we have to guard better,” Hodge said. 
“We were able to rotate more people and get fresh legs 
in. There is not much difference between our bench an 


really nice. 





PHOTO BY KYLE CARTER / THE MERIDIAN STAR 
CALLING IN THE PLAY 
Meridian Community College's head coach Hilary Allen 
calls in a play during the first half of his team’s contest 
with East Mississippi Community College. 


sorta ar other than somebody has to start each 
night.” 

Bender scored a team-high 20 points, hitting five 
three-pointers in the game, and Lenore Gray added 16. 
Kristin Chaney, Rita Birden and Monique Overstreet 

See Basketbali 
Page B4 
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The: East Central ( iene 
unity College women used 


wins over Hinds > 
and Southwest by. 
Mississippi last giant, 
week to move up 


off Meridian Mon- | & 
day to improve to | 2") 
20-2 and extend | ;,, 
their win streak to|s 


13. a 

The. EC r men | 
beat Hinds and 
Meridian while 
losing to | Jon 
Southwest. They ‘ Hin 
hold a 9-12 record. | ¥? 


* EC women Got Coe 


81, Southwest 63: | East Cer 


overall and 9-1 in South 
Division action following 
Thursday’ s 81-63 blowout in 
Decatur. ~ 

Lenoré Gray pumped in 
23 points to lead EC. 
Monique Overstreet had 
nine, 
Kotreece Bender and Rita 
Birden each had eight, and 
Ebone’e Leverette had five. 

Dawanna Addison had 15 
points to lead Southwest, 
which fell to 8-12 and 5-5. 

EC led 35-23 at halftime. 

° Southwest men 89, EC 
64: Jamaal Martin had 13 
points to lead the Warriors, 
who fell to 8-12 and 3-7. 

Desmond. Jones had 12, 
Al Willis had nine, Neil 
Tadlock eight, while Tellas 
Burnside, Tawon Walker and 
Stephen Dyess each had five. 

Nic Gamble led Southwst 
(8-12, 5-5) with 19 points. 
rhe Bears les 30-24 at 


=, 





























if, 46: ap halftime. 


Kristin Chaney 
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20th win 





Watriors got their 


Monday at Meridian. 
Kotreece Bender led EC 
with 21 points. Lenore Gray 
had 16, Rita Birden, Kristin 
chases 


and Monique 


to.No. 15 in this _ ___. Overstreet each 
week's NICAA .... |had nine, and 
poll. Gtandinne «| India Backstrom 
~The Lady] ¢rhrough Feb. 9) _| had eight. 

Warriors knocked 2 | EC led 45-32 at 


te ¢ EC men 82, 
e4 |Meridian 79; 
56 | Dewayne Hughes 
| had 20 points to 
, | lead the Warriors 
_|to Monday’s win 
j at Meridian. His 
-3 | late 3-pointer pro- 
if j margin. 
- Jamaal Martin 
7 {had 15 _ points, ~ 
a Ryan Hudson and 
"Desmond Jones 
both had 11, Stephen Dyess 
had eight, and Al Willis 


added seven as the Warriors 
_ improved to 9-12. 


EC held a slim 36-34 half- 
time advantage, 
EC goes to Copiah- 


Lincoln Thursday and hosts 
Jones on Monday. 
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“ECCC” 
continued from page 4 

Stephen Dyess of North- 
east Lauderdale. eight; A] 
Willis of Newton County 
seven; Tellas Burnside of 
Philadelphia, fj ve; and Nei] 
Tadlock of Lake and 
Gerrick Nichols of 
Thomastown, [WO each 
EC held a Slim 36-34 ad 
vantage at the break. East 
Central teams travel to 
| Copiah-Lincoln Commu- 


nity College Thursday and 
host Jones County Junior 
College on Monday and 
Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College on 
Thursday, February 19 to 


conclude regular season 
action. | 
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Chaney 
. County, Kotreece Bender 
’ of Newton and Rita Birden 
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ECCC Warriors have good week 


Nationally Ranked 
ECCC Women 
Trounce Southwest; 
Warriors Fall 
The nationally ranked East 


Central Community Col-_ 


lege women’s basketball 
team improved to 19-2 
overall and 9-1 in South 
Division action following 
Thursday night’s 81-63 
blowout of the Southwest 
Mississippi Community 
College Lady Bears in the 
Brackeen-Wood Physical 
Education Building. 
Lenore Gray of Newton 
pumped in 23 points to 
lead the Lady Warriors, 
who are ranked seven- 
teenth in the latest NICAA 
poll. Also scoring were 
Monique Overstreet of 
South Leake, nine; Kristin 
of Newton 


of St. Fredrick High 
School in Monroe, La.., 
eight each; Ebone’e 
Leverette of Forest, five: 
Roxana Rogers and Kim 
Cox, both Lake, and 
Miranda Rosar of 
Neshoba Central, four 
each; India Backstrom of 
Neshoba Central and 
Hope Murray of West 
Jones, three each; and 
Britney Burks of Scott 
Central, two. Dawanna 
Addison of Magnolia had 
15 points to lead South- 
west, which fell to 8-12 
and 5-5. The Lady War- 
riors, led by third-year head 
coach Brad Hodge, held a 


35-23 advantage at half- 
time. Coach Billy Smith’s 
Warriors were not as for- 
tunate, falling 89-64 to the 
visiting Bears. Jammal 
Martin of Northeast Lau- 
derdale had 13 points to 
lead East Central, which 
fell to 8-12 and 3-7. Also 
scoring were Desmond 
Jones of Neshoba Central, 
12; Al Willis of Newton 
County, nine; Neil Tadlock, 
of Lake, eight; Tellas 
Burnside of Philadelphia, 
Tawon Walker. of 
Neshoba Central and 
Stephen Dyess of North- 
east Lauderdale, five 
each; Dwayne Hughes of 
Sebastopol and Ryan 
Hudson of Louisville, two 
each; and Lorenzo White 
of Quitman, one. Nic 
Gamble of Tylertown 
poured in 19 points to lead 
the Bears, who improved 
to 8-12 and 5-5, South- 
west led 30-24 at the 
break. 

ECCC Teams Sweep 
MCC; Lady Warriors 
Notch 20th Win 
It was aclean sweep Mon- 
day night for East Central 
Community College bas- 
ketball teams, which 
posted wins over Meridian 
Community College in 
non-division action held on 
the MCC campus. The 
Lady Warriors, tied for fif- 
teenth in the latest NJCAA 


poll, rolled to a 91-74 vic-. 


tory over the Lady Eagles 
to improve to 20-2 overall, 
and the Warriors held on 


or an 82-79 decision over 
the MCC men. The War- 
riors are now 9-12 over- 
all. Freshman Kotreece 
Bender of Newton 
pumped in 21 points to 
lead the Lady Warriors 
who defeated MCC for 
thé second time this sea- 
son. Also scoring were 
Lenore Gray of Newton, 
16; Rita Birden, a product 
of St. Fredrick High 
School in Monroe, La., 
Kristin Chaney of Newton 
County and Monique 
Overstreet of South 
Leake, nine each; India 
Backstrom of Neshoba 
Central, eight; Kimyatta 
Viverette of Lake, six; 
Roxana Rogers of Lake, 
five; and  Ebone’e 
Leverette of Forest and 
Miranda Rosar_ of 
Neshoba-Central, four 
each. EC led 45-32 at half- 
time. The Lady Warriors 
cruised to a 78-60 thump- 
ing of MCC on January 15 
in the Brackeen-Wood 
Physical Education Build- 
ing. Sophomore Dewayne 
Hughes of Sebastopol! had 
20 points to lead the War- 
riors who avenged an ear- 
lier 100-94 setback to the 
Eagles. It was Hughes’ 
three-pointer with a just 
few seconds that clinched 
the come-from-behind 
win. Also scoring were 
Jamaal Martin of North- 


east Lauderdale, 15; Ryan 


Hudson of Louisville and 

Desmond Jones of 

Neshoba Central, 11 each; 
See “ECCC” page 8 


Cant. 


Stephen 
points for 
_and Ryan H 























3CCC went 0 a 12-5 run 
over the next 3 1/2 minutes 
to push its lead to 67-56, and 
the Lady Warriors maxed | 
out their advantage over the | 
Lady Eagles at 94-62, with | | 
“De 
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KYLE C 
ECCC's 





being hit in the bac! 
jan Community College's 
Silvo Harris during the first 


fourth three-point shot of 





enore Gray added. 16 
Kristin Chaney, Rita Bird the 
en and Monique Overstreet 99.79 lead over MCC. 
each scored nine points for «jt was a big three, 
ECCC as the Lady Warriors  (jyghes) has hit some Die 
won their 13th straight. 
big shot,” said Warriors 
coach Billy Smith. “ (Willis) 
making those two free 
hrows when we were uP by 
one was big, He did a good 
job of composing himselt.’ 
Hughes finishec the 


ECCC (M) 82, Meridian 79 

ECCC. men's oie 
Dewayne Hughes hit the 
game-deciding shot with 26 
ticks left on the clock ina 
second half that saw 11 
lead changes and four ties. 

With the Warriors tralk pot 
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m| Southwest 
/ 4 from the char! 


| led 35-23 going 


Kby Meri: Hits Bi 


the game to give ECCC an th 


Dyes scored 12 
the Warriors, 
dson tallied 11 


inthe win 


Southwest 63 

The Lady Warriors went 
e free-throw line’ 46 
“and made 33, while 


was 10-0f-18 





arity stripe. 
Lady Warriors 


scored the game's first six 


points and led 15-3 just over 
six minutes into the con- 


| test after back-to-back bas- 


kets by Lenore Gray. ECCC 
2 into half- 
time. Twelve of the 13 


| ECCC players scored, 


Gray led ECCC with 23 


| points, Monique Overstreet 





- ey, 












e visiting Bears took the 
lead for good on a basket 
by Nic. ble with four 
minutes left in the first 


shots for us, and that was a half 


ECCC closed to within 35- 
34 on a 3-pointer from Al 
Willis, but the Bears used 
another 9-0 run to go Up A8- 
96 with 13:38 remaining. 

ECCC got 13 points from 
Jamaal Martin, 12 from 
Desmond Jones, nine from 
Willis, eight from Neil Tad- 
lock. 
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f@ Newton County trio 


pacing nationally 
ranked Lady Warriors. 


From Staff Reports ——__ 

- The No. 17 East Central 
Community College 
women’s basketball team 
held off an early second- 
half surge by Meridian 
Community College, and 
the ECCC men’s squad hit 
a late basket, as the teams 
from Decatur swept MCC 
Monday night. 

The Lady Warriors (20-2) 
took a 91-74 victory 
against the Lady Eagles 
(10-12), and the Warriors 
(9-12) emerged with an 82- 
79 win against the Eagles 
(13-8). 

“A cross-town rivalry is 
basically what it is it is a 
good win,” said Lady War- 
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FAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
East Central women 
win 13th straight 





riors coach Brad Hodge. 


“Anytime you can come 


over here and get a win, it 
is really nice.” 

The MCC women, who 
trailed 45-32 at halftime, 
closed to within four- 
points of ECCC’s lead in 
the opening four minutes 
of the second half, 

After being down 52-44 


See ECCC, Page 3B 





~ KYLE CARTER/THE MERIDIAN STAR 
East Central Community College’ s Kristin bithensy (11) looks to guard Meridian Commu- 


nity College’s Karmethia Mazique during the first half of their contest on Monday night. 





By ROCKY HIGGINBOTHAM 
Sports Editor 
The East Central Community Col- 
lege women just continue to click 


es Warriors picked up two 
more division wins last week — 
clinching a berth in the upcoming 
running their record to 19-2 overall. 
ECCC’s women topped Hinds 73- 
54 on the road last Monday, then 
cruised past visiting Southwest 81-63 
last Thursday at eo move to 9- 
jin South Division play; 
contests, coming up with a big 79-73 
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win over Hinds on the road before 
dropping an 89-64 decision to nemesis 
Southwest on Thursday. The Warniors 
entered this week with records of 8-1? 
overall and 3-7 in division play. 
ECCC was to visit Meridian Com- 

munity College Monday and will go 
to Copiah-Lincoln Thursday. Next 
Monday (Feb. 16), the Warriors and 
Lady Warriors host Jones County 
Junior College in a pair of South 
showdowns. 

ar East Central women: Last 
Thursday, the Lady Warriors ran their 
winning streak to 12 games with a 
thumping of Southwest. 





4 run and was still up by a dozen at 
halftume (35-23), 

“No win in this league is easy, but 
we'll take it,” East Central coach Brad 
Hodge said. “We've played well and 
we ve been able to play a lot of peo- 
ple,” 

The Lady Warriors. gol a game- 
high 23 points from Lenore Gray in 
the victory, while Monique Overstreet 
scored nine points. 

Kristen Chaney, Kotreece Bender 
and Rita Birden al! had eight points. 
Twelve of the 13 Lady Warriors 
scored. 

Southwest got 15 points from 
Dawanna Addison and 13 from 
Natasha Funchess, 

In last Monday's win at Hinds, the 
Lady Warriors rolled; to, 40:21 shalf- 
time leadsand. coastedito the wan 
behind another balanced | scoring 
attack. 

Chaney had 12 points, Ebonee 
Leverette scored 1] and Birden 10. 
Overstreet chipped in eight, while 
Kimyatta Viverette and former Nesho- 
ba Central star India Backstrom 
scored six apiece. 


riors’ postseason hopes took a hit with 


WEEK OF Fe b 7 


the loss to Southwest, just three days 
after ECCC had come through with a 
big win over Hinds. 

Against the visiting Bears Thurs- 
day, ECCC was up 24-21 before 
Southwest closed the first half on a 9- 
0 run to take a 30-24 lead at halftime. 

Another 9-0 run early in the second 
half sparked Southwest's rout, and the 
Bears got 19 points from Nick Gamble 
and 18 from Torrey Crumedy to lead 
five players in double figures. 

Jamaal Martin led the Warriors 
with 13 points, while Neshoba Central 
product Desmond Jones scored 12. Al 
Willis had nine and Neil Tadlock 
eight, while Stephen Dyess, Tellas 
Burnside of Philadelphia and Tawon 
Walker of Neshoba all chipped in five 

points. 51%, =) ‘o 

The Warriors were sharp in last 
Monday’s win at Hinds, outscoring 
the Eagles 45-34 in the second half 
after digging a five-point deficit in the 
first 20 minutes. 

Martin led five ECCC players in 
double figures with 16 points, with 
Willis scoring 14 and Jones 13. 

Tadlock also hit for doubles with 









points, and Dewayne Hughes 
scored 10, as well. 
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East Central women clinch title 


from staff reports 


The East Central Community College 
Lady Warriors clinched the MACJC South 
Division regular season championship 
with a 72-59 victory over Copiah-Lincoln 
Thursday at Wesson. 

The Lady Warriors got 16 points from 
Kimyatta Viverette, 15 from Kristin 
Chaney, 13 from Kotreece Bender, and 
12 from Rita 
Birden as they 
improved to 21-2 
overall. The Lady 
Warriors, ranked 
No. 15 nationally, 
had already 
clinched a berth 
in the MACJC 
state tournament. 

Co-Lin has also 
sewn up a berth in the women's state 
tournament along with Northeast Missis- 
sippi, Mississippi Delta, and Northwest 
Mississippi. Northeast is ranked No. 4 
nationally. The Lady Tigers’ only loss has 
been to Motlow (Tenn.) State. 

On the men’s side, four teams have 
wrapped up berths in the state tourna- 
ment heading into the final week of the 
regular season. Already in are Northwest, 
Holmes, Jones, and Pearl River. 

The North women’s champion will host 
the state tournament. 








— Marty Stamper 
PHOTO BY KYLE CART We talaamtaa el 
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UNDER PRESSURE 


East Central's Kristin Chaney drives in for a basket against MCC in recent action. 
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EC sweeps Co-Lin; women beat Jones 


East Central Community College’s 
nationally-ranked Lady Warriors 
clinched the MACJC South Division 
title and a top seed in the upcoming 
state tournament with their 72-59 victo- 
ry over Copiah-Lincoln Community 
College Thursday at Wesson. 

The EC women, who were tied for 
[5th in last week’s NJCAA poll, 
improved to 21-2 overall and 11-1 in the 
South Division under third-year head 
coach Brad Hodge. 

The Lady Warriors close out their 
regular season Thursday at home 
against Gulf Coast. The state tourna- 
ment will be at Northeast Mississippi 
Community College in Booneville, Feb. 
23-26, 

* EC women 72, Co-Lin 59: 
Kimyatta Viverette had 16 points to lead 
ze Lady Warriors Over Co-Lin, which 

ell to 14-7 -7 and 9-3. 

Also scoring were Kristin Chaney 
with 15 points, Kotreece Bender with 13, 
Rita Birden with 12, and Lenore Gray 
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| strom with four 
— each. 

| | EC led 36-32 

| at halftime. 

* EC men 64, 


| Warriors won by 
}nine at Wesson 
| as they improved 


}and 5-7 in divi- 
}sion play under 
| third-year head 
coach Billy 


te | Wolves 
, | fell to 10-11 and 
eee LE Lier | 5-7. 

Ryan Hudson led EC with 17 points. 
Other point makers were Tawon Walker 
and Desmond Jones, both of Neshoba 
Central, with a ae Jamaal Martin 


with 11, and Al Willis with four 
EC carriec ba 7 lead into ‘halfetine. 


* EC women 80, Jones 54; The Lady 
Warriors crushed Jones Thursday at 
Decatur to improve to 22-2 overall and 
12-1 in league play. , 

EC led 38-29 at halftime, scored the 
first four points of the second half, and 
maintained a double-digit lead the rest 
of the night. 

Rita Birden led the Lady Warriors with 
13 points. Lenore Gray had 10, Kristin 
Chaney nine, Ebone’e Leverette, Britney 
Burks, and Kim Cox each had eight, 
Monique Overstreet and Kotreece Bender 
both had five, and Kimyatta Viverette and 
Miranda Rosar both had four. 

Jones fell to 12-11 and 7-6. 

* Jones 95, EC men 64: The Bobcats 
rolled past EC in Thursday’s game at 
Decatur, Jones led 40-29 at halftime. 

EC got 27 points from Dewayne 
Hughes, eight from Neil Tadlock, and 
six from Tawon Walker in the loss. 

EC fell to 10-13 overall and 5-8 in 
4 a play. Jones improved to 19-4 and 
10-3. 
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throw from Monique Over- 
street with 28 seconds 


remaining. 
ECCC (22-2 overall, 12-1 


South Division) had all130f © 


its players put points on the 
board. 


Birden had 13, Lenore 
Gray 10, Kristin Chaney 


nine, and Leverette, Britney © 


Burks, and Kim Cox each |~ ee 


had eight. 


“We got to play a lot of [jus 
people and everybody got Ie. 


the opportunity to score,” 


ECCC head coach Brad — 


Hodge said. “That makes it 
fun for the girls and 
rewards them for their 


effort. It reinforces a-lot of 


things that we emphasize in 
practice.” 

Despite his team’s 14-0 
record since Christmas and 
a No. 15 national ranking, 
Hodge sees room for 
improvement. 

“We've defended fairly 
well, but there are still a lot 
of little areas that we can 
improve upon,” Hodge said, 

“They’re starting to come 
together. That starting 
group can do some really 
s00d things together and 
that bench gives us a spark 
when we need it. 

“It’s tournament time and 
that’s what you start work- 
ing toward. The light’s 
there at the end of the tun- 
ne 1 
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| ” ROBBIE ROBERTSON/THE NEWTON RECORD 
East Central's Neil Tadlock, center, watches as a Jones 
Junior College player grabs a rebound in Monday night's 
action. Tadlock had eight points in the 95-64 loss to Jones. 


Jones (M) 95, ECCC 64 

The Bobcats entered the 
contest with a one-game 
lead over Péarl River and 
made sure Thursday's game 
with the Wildcats at 
Ellisville will be for all the 
marbles with the 31-point 
rout, 

Jones (19-4, 10-3) led 40-29 
at halftime behind nine 
points from Tim Broomfield 
and eight from Gary 
Edwards. 

Jones then shot 66.7 per- 
cent from the floor in the 
second half to prevent any 
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comeback bid by the War- 
riors. For the game, Jones 
made 39-of-70 field goal 
attempts. 

ECCC shot 26 three-point- 
ers, but made only four 

ECCC (10-13, 5-8) got 27 
points from Dewayne Hugh- 
es and eight from Neil Tad- 
lock. 


ECCC (W) 72, Co-Lin 59 

Kast Central Community 
College’s nationally ranked 
Lady Warriors clinched the 
South Division title and a 
top seed in the upcoming 


state tournament following 


| their 72-59 victory over 


Copiah-Lincoln Communi- 


ty College Thursday night 


on the Wesson campus. 
The ECCC women 
improved to 21-2 overall and 
11-1 in the South Division 
under third-year head 


| coach Brad Hodge. 


Kimyatta Viverette of 
Lake had 16 points to lead 
the Lady Warriors over Co- 
Lin, which fell to 14-7 and 9- 
3. Also scoring were Kristin 
Chaney of Newton County, 
15; Kotreece Bender of New- 
ton, 13; Rita Birden of Mon- 
roe, La., 12; and Lenore 
Gray of Newton and India 
Backstrom of Neshoba Cen- 
tral, four each. | 

EC led 36-32 at halftime, 


=] Ecce (M) 64, Cotin 55 


In men,s ‘action, the War- 
riors posted a 64-55 win and 
improved .to 10-12 and 5-7 
under third-year head 
coach Billy Smith, while the 
Wolves fell to 10-11 and 5-7. 

Ryan Hudson of 
Louisville led EC with 17 
points. Other point makers 
were Tawon Walker of 
Neshoba Central and 
Desmond Jones of Neshoba 
Central, 12 each; and 
Jamaal Martin of North- 
east Lauderdale chipped in 
iL 

East Central led 32-22 at 
the break. 

The Warriors will end 
regular-season action by 
hosting Gulf Coast on 
Thursday. 
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score,” ECCC head coach Brad 
Hodge said. “That makes it fun 
for the girls and rewards them 
for their effort. It reinforces a 
lot of things that we emphasize 
in practice.” i 

Despite his team’s 14-0 
record since Christmas and a 
No. 15 national ranking, Hodge 
sees room for improvement. 

“We've defended fairly well, 
but there are still a lot of little 
areas that we can improve 
upon,” Hodge said. 

“They're starting to come 
together. That starting group 
can do some really good things 
together and that bench gives 
us a spark when we need it. 
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“It’s tournament time and 
that’s what you start working 
toward. The light’s there at the 
end of the tunnel.” 

Jones (12-10, 7-6) got 15 
points from Natalie Jordan and 
14 from Brittany Baham. Brit- 
tany Martin had seven points 
with Shalanda Carter getting 
10 rebounds. 


Jones (men) 95 
ECCC 64 


The Bobcats entered the 
contest with a one-game lead 
over Pearl River and made sure 
Thursday's game with the Wild- 
cats at Ellisville will be for all 
the marbles with the 31-point 


rout. 
Jones (19-4, 10-3) led 40-29 
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at halftime behind nine points 
from Tim Broomfield and eight 
from Gary Edwards. 

Jones then shot 66.7 percent 
from the floor in the second 
half to prevent any comeback 
bid by the Warriors. For the 
game, Jones made 39-of-70 field 
goal attempts. 

“We played exceptional bas- 
ketball tonight,” Jones head 
coach Robert McInnis said. 
“We shot well, but the way they 
were shooting threes I[ didn't 
ever feel comfortable. And 
knowing their history of 
shooting threes I never felt 
comfortable.” 

ECCC shot 26 treys, but 
made only four. 

The Bobcats extended their 
lead to 51-30 in the first three 
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minutes of the second half and 
led by as many as 35 points. 

Jones had five players score 
in double figures. Milton 
Collins had 19 points, Broom- 
field had 16, Marvin McDonald 
14, Shedrick Kirk 12, and John 
Gray 10. Edwards and Marcus 
Evans both had eight. 

“Not only did we play good 
through the first five, we played 
good through the first 10 and I 
think that was the difference 
in the ballgame,” McInnis said. 
“Our depth stayed consistently 
playing hard and I think they 
fell off a little bit when they 
went-to their bench. You've got 
to have depth this time of year.” 

ECCC (10-13 overall, 5-8 in 
league play) got 27 points from 
Dewayne Hughes. 
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ECCC women clinch South Division 


By ROCKY HIGGINBOTHAM 
Sports Editor 


Dine team from Bast Ceniral ‘Come 
munity College wrapped up a South 
Division title last week with a pair of 
key league victories. 

The other, with its back to the wall, 
kept its postseason hopes alive with a 
pair of wins, as well. 

ECCC’s nationally-ranked women 
picked up a pair of double-digit wins 
by downing Meridian 91-74 on Mon- 
day and knocking off tradition-rich 
Copiah-Lincoln, 72-59 en the road 
Thursday, — | 

The Lady Warriors, who climbed 
to No. 15 m the NJCAA poll last 
week, improved to 21-2 overall and 
11-1 in the South. 

The Warriors topped Meridian $2- 
79, then won 64-55 at Co-Lin to move 
to 10-12 overall and 5-7 in the divi- 
sion, The top four teams advance to 
next week's MACIC State Tourna- 
ment, and ECCC entered this week 








tied with two other teams for fifth 
place — one game back of fourth- 
place Gulf Coast (6-6), 

East Central, which was to host 
Jones County Monday, will wrap up 
the regular season Thursday at home 


against Gulf Coast. The state tourney 


begins Monday (Feb. 23), 
« East Central women: The Lady 


Warriors got a pair of victories over 


solid opponents — ape both with rela- 


tive ease. 


Last Monday at Meridian, the Lady 
Warriors built a 13-point lead in the 
first half, then held off the host Lady 
Eagles’ rally in the second half. 

Meridian got within 52-48 four 
minutes into the second half and was 
still down just four points at 55-51 a 
couple of minutes later, But in the next 
10 minutes, ECCC had blitzed the 
Lady Eagles for 29 points and led 84- 
62. 


“Any lime you get a win over here 
in Meridian, it’s really nice,” ECCC 
coach Brad Hodge said. “We were 


Norns. 


able to rotate some people and get 
some fresh legs in there,” 

Kotreece Bender pumped in 2] 
points and Lenore Gray scored 16 in 
i balanced attack for the Lady War- 

ors, Rita Birden, Kristen Ch, 
onique Overstreet all scored nine 








Former Neshoba Central standouts 
India Backstrom (eight points) and 
Miranda Rosar (four points) combined 
to contribute 12 points. 


At Co-Lin Thursday, the Lady 


Warriors were up just 36-32 at half- 
time but pulled away over a Lady 
Wolves’ squad which had been red- 
hot. Four East Central players scored 
in double figures, led by Kimyatta 


Viverette’s 16 points. Chaney scored — 


15, Bender 13 and Birden 12. 


Co-Lin fell to 14-7 overall and 9-3 


in the league. 

* East Central men: The Warriors 
got a must-win at | Meridian on Mon- 
day, then came through: against Co- 
Lin on Thursday to force the three- 
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way tie for fifth. 

Alt Meridian, the FCCC men won a 
seesaw battle when Dewayne Hughes 
knocked down a 3-poiter with; a 
seconds remaining to go ahead 80-79. 
Al Willis then hit two 








~ Hughes wound up wilt a team-bes| 
20 points for beet less si x were 






Dyess chippedineight. == 

Mecose Todd poured oe gainie-— 
high 31 points and Willie Pi ywers 
scored 26 for Meridian. | 
At Co-Lin, athe | Warr 


Jones and Tawon Walker — — poh 
er former Neshoba star — each tallied 
12 points and Hudson scored 7 to 
lead ECCC. Martin chipped in 11 
points. 
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Lady Warriors victorious again 


DECATUR — The 15th- 
ranked Lady Warriors of East 
Central Community .College 
closed out their regular season 
with an 85-66 win over Missis- 
sippi Gulf Coast Community 
College Thursday night. 

ECCC improved to 23-2 
overall and 13-1 in the MACJC 

P South Divi- 
sion. The 
we next action 
G+ for the divi- 
4 sion champi- 

on Lady War- 
riors will be 
Tuesday at 1 
p.m. against the No. 4 team 
from the North Division, é¢ither 
Itawamba or Holmes, in the 
state tournament at Booneville. 

Gulf Coast, which also quali- 
fied for the state tournament, 
fell to 19-6 and 9-5, 

The first half was a struggle 
as ECCC quickly fell behind 5- 
0 before going up 21-14 on a 
free throw from Ebone’e Lev- 
erette with 8:25 remaining :in 
the half. 3 

Gulf Coast battled back to 
take a 33-32 lead on a 3-pointer 
from JoAnna Williams with 
2:21 to go before halftime. 

A 3-pointer from Kimyatta 
Viverette, a three-point play 
from Rita Birden, and a basket 
from Lenore Gray enabled 
ECCC to take a 40-35 lead into 
halftime. 

Kotreece Bender buried a 
trey with just under 12 minutes 
left in the game to give the 
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Lady Warriors a 10-point lead 
at 55-45. ECCC reeled off 
seven more points before the 
Lady Bulldogs scored again to 
grab a 17-point advantage with 
8:47 to go. , 

It was clear sailing after that 
as ECCC led by as many as 23 
points. 

“We knew coming into this 

game that it was going to be a 
feht” ECCC head coach Brad 
Hodge said. “We were fortu- 
nate to make those shots in 
critical situations. There were 
a couple of big threes. 

“Kotreece made that one to 
stretch the lead out and then 
we got good stops and made 
JoAnna really have to work. 
That was the key because she 
was unbelievable that first half. 
She’s a good player, definitely 
a mid-major or better player. 

“They're a lethal team. 
They're scary coming into 
tournament time.” 

The teams could meet again 
Wednesday in the state tourna- 
ment semifinals. 

The Lady Warriors got 19 
points from Viverette, 16 from 
Kristin Chaney, 11 from Bird- 
en, 10 from Gray, and nine 
from Bender. 

Gulf Coast got 26 points 
from Williams and 10 from 
Katie Kogel. 

Guif Coast (men) 99 
ECCC 97 

Courtenay Brown buried a 

3-pointer from the right corner 


with 8.6 seconds left in. over- 
time to give Gulf Coast the 


win. 

ECCC led by as many as 
eight points on two occasions 
in the first half before taking a 
41-36 lead into intermission. 

Gulf Coast opened the sec- 
ond half with a 10-0 run to go 
up 46-41, 

The Bulldogs led by as 
many as 14 points after Terrell 
Jordan converted a three-point 
play with 12:34 left in regula- 
tion for a 65-51 lead. 

ECCC battled back to tie 
the game at 88-88 at the end of 
regulation. Tawon Walker put 
the Warriors up 88-86 with a 
pair of free throws with 1:03 
left, but Gulf Coast's Justin 
Turner tied the game with a 
basket with 47 seconds show- 
ing. 

In overtime, the Warriors 
went up 97-92 with 2:05 
remaining on a layup by Al 
Willis and a three-point play 
from Walker. 

_ After two free throws from 
Turner pulled the Bulldogs to 
within 97-96 with 49 seconds 
left, Brown stuck his trey in 
the hole for a 99-97 lead with 
8.6 seconds showing. 

Jamaal Martin’s 3-point shot 
for the win at the horn drew 
iron before bouncing off. 

ECCC (10-14, 5-9) got 22 
points apiece from Martin and 
Walker, 16 from Dewayne 
Hughes, 12 from Desmond 
Jones, and eight from Willis. 

Gulf Coast (11-14, 7-7) got 
23 points from Jordan, 17 each 
from Turner and Al Washing- 
ton, 16 from Brown, and 11 
from Garland Stewart. ~ 
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ROBBIE ROBERTSON/THE NEWTON RECORD 
East Central’s Monique Overstreet gets knocked down while attempting to take a shot 
against Jones Monday night. The Lady Warriors won the game 80-54. 
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@ Warrio rs split with al 
Co-Lin, Jones; end” Sais 
season Thursday. recess “i as the second h 
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| The state tournament ' 
begins next Monday at 
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ECCC teams 


Whim 













a 
oo 


: a 4" 


wea 


Co-Lin; 


sinbrsbu a ress | 


oe and Hope Murray 
Sir caine tii each: 

Natalie Jordan = of 
~~, led Jones County with 


ae gs iad 
2@ Bobeats avenged an earlier 75- 


of (Gis te Warr y pci 


a 


«in half and rolled to = oe New 





had 16 sic s to lead. the Lady 





decision over the Jones Ce 





Brackeen-Wood Physical Education 
Building on the Decatur campus. 
With the win, East Central 


women Monday night i the Geutie 











Andrew Lewis of Morton, two each; 
and Tellas Burnside of Philadelphia 


| ‘o-Lin, which fell to and Stephen Dyess of Northeast 
14-7 and 9- 3, Also scoring were improved to 22-2 dyerall-and 12-1, Lauderdale, one each. 
Kristin Chaney of Newton County, in the South Division, while the Milton Collins of Raleigh 


15; Kotreece Bender of Newton, 13; 

Rita Birden of St. Fredrick High 
School in Monroe, La., 12; Lenore 
Gray of Newton and India 
Backstrom of Neshoba Central, four 
each; Kim Cox of Lake and 
Monique Overstreet of South Leake, 

three each; and Roxana Rogers of 


Lake and Miranda Rosar of 


Neshoba Central, one each. 

EC led 36-32 at halftime. — 

In men s action, the 
Warriors posted a 64-55 win and 
as to 10-12 and 5-7 under 

third-year head coach Billy Smith, 

while the Wolves fell to 1 and 
5-7. 

Ryan Hudson of ‘camille 
led EC with 17 points, Other point 


makers were Tawon Walker of 






Lady Bobcats fell to: 12411 and 7-6: 


The Lady Warriors, who. clinched 
the regular season division ttle last 
week, are tied for fifteenth in the lat- 
est NICAA poll... 

Rita Birden, a product of 
St. Fredrick High School in Monroe, 


‘La., led the Lady; Warriors with 13. 
points. Also scoring were Lenore 


Gray of Newton, 10; Kristin Chaney 


of Newton County, nine; Ebone'e 
‘Leverette of Forest, Britney Burks 


of Scott Central and Kim Cox of 
Lake, cight each: Monique 


Overstreet of ‘South Leake ‘and 
Kotreece. Bender of Newton, five 


each: Kimyatta Viverette of Lake 


and -Miranda..Rosar_of Neshoba 





. four each» and, Roxana 


B 


Rogers of Laks wae Backstrom of 





had 19 points to lead the Bobcats. 
East Central teams con- 

clude regular season action by host- 

ing Mississippi Gulf Coast 


_.Community College on Thursday, 


February 19. Game times are 6 p.m. 
(women) and 8 p.m. (men). 

The Lady Warriors begin 
MACIC Tournament action 
Tuesday, February 24 at Northeast 
Mississippt Community College in 
Boonville, host of this year’s event. 
Semi-finals are — scheduled 
Wednesday with finals set for 


‘Thutsday. The ECCC women also 


qualified for the Region 23 


Toumament, scheduled March |+4 AN 
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Lady Warriors clinch division 





Lady Warriors chill Jones to 80-54 
Lady Warrior Hope Murray (33) of West Jones looks for an open teammate during 
Monday night's 80-54 thumping of Jones County in the Brackeen-Wood Physical Education 
ragqrest The Lady Warriors, ranked 15th in the latest NJCAA poll, improved to 22-2 overall 
and 12-2 in the South Division ‘eatame the lopsided victory. (EC dati 
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Highlights from 2003- 04 hoops scene 


By Marty Stamper/ EMG sports assistant 


Feb. 20, 2004 


' Its time to recognize a few of the highlights from the 2003-04 basketball season. Granted, 


there are still games left to be played and championships yet to be won, but some teams 
have already shown that this will be a year they'll be proud to remember. 


No. 1: Mississippi State Bulldogs — Who would have thought the Bulldogs would be 21-1 


at this point? If so, they should be retiring very, very wealthy any day now. 


' Before the arrival of Lawrence Roberts, it seemed unlikely they would reach the .500 mark. 


Yet, the ‘Dogs lead the SEC West by three games over LSU with only five remaining and 
have a two-game edge over Kentucky for the overall crown. 


Look at it this way; if MSU loses each of its last five games, the ‘Dogs would still be the 
No. 2 seed from the SEC West. 


No. 2: Roberts or Mario Austin? — Roberts any time, any place, anywhere. Austin was 
good at some things, but Roberts is much more dangerous because he can do so many 
more things well. 


No. 3: East Central Community College Lady Warriors — Brad Hodge’s group was 22-2 
going into last night's game with Gulf Coast and hadn't lost since Dec. 4 


Of his 13 players, all can play. With only one out-of-stater on the roster, a lot of credit can 
go to ECCC's five-county district's high schools for giving Hodge something to work with. 
He should get plenty credit for bringing their skills to a higher level. 


How good is his district? Last year it was real good. Consider that East Mississippi's 
Krystal Wells, Willa Thomas, Joni Willis, and Anika Carter, along with Gulf Coast's Twyla 


Clayton didn’t make the protected list at ECCC. 


No. 4: Choctaw Central Lady Warriors — A 30-1 record following last night's semifinal win 
over Carthage in the Region 5-3A Tournament speaks for itself. 


They are the living definition of a team that hustles for 32 minutes. 
No. 5: Southeast Lauderdale Lady Tigers — If only Choctaw Central wasn't around, Joe 


Miller's group would be undefeated. Their 29-2 record following Thursday's semifinal win 
over West Lauderdale in the 5-3A Tournament is impressive. 


Jit 


Yet both losses to Choctaw Central were of the convincing variety. 


No. 6: Leake Academy Rebelettes — Doyle Wolverton’s girls are 35-1 going into today = 
MPSA Class AA semifinal game with Simpson Academy. 


No. 7: Bay Springs Lady Bulldogs — Also 28-2 with a loss to Choctaw Central and anctner 
to Wayne County. 


On the brink of greatness — the girls teams from Newton (23-9), Philadelphia (23-4), 
Sebastopol (22-3), Wayne County (21-6), and West Lauderdale (23-8). With a few breaks in 
the tournaments, who knows? 


Are there any good boys’ basketball teams around? The girls have traditionally done better 
than the boys in this area when it comes to appearances in the state tournament and it’s 
unlikely to change this year. 


After Meridian’s boys lost on opening night, the best bets to make it to Jackson are 
Quitman (20-11), Choctaw Central (26-5), West Lauderdale (23-8), Philadelphia (19-8), 
Heidelberg (18-7), Scott Central (25-6), and South Leake (16-11, but 13-1 since Christmas) 
and none of them are what you would call a powerhouse. 


In the MPSA, the girls from Heidelberg Academy (23-6) and Kemper Academy (23-9) have 
had good years, along with the boys from Heidelberg (23-8) and Winston (29-4). 


What about MSU football coach Sylvester Croom telling Nick Turner to hit the road? 


That's the best news out of Starkville involving the football team since the 2000 
Independence Bowl win over Texas A&M for one simple reason... it shows the inmates are 
no longer running the asylum. 


It doesn't take a genius to figure out with the recent drug arrests of Dontae Walker and 
Derrick Taite why the program has gone to hit bottom over the last three years. While they 
havent been convicted, it's a reasonable assumption they haven't been the only ‘problems’ 
either. 
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_ GOING UP 
East Central Community College's Kristin 





Chaney attempts a shot aga 
a ule College in ragane on tte 9. 
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Lady Warriors earn 72-58 
victory in MACJC Tournament 


Tuesday afternoon the East 
Central Lady Warrior basketball 
team defeated Itawamba 
Community College in the first 
round of the Mississippi Junior 
College Championship Tournament 
being played at Northwest 
Community College at Booneville. 

The Lady Warriors, the 


first seed in the South took the win 
72-58 over the fourth seeded team 
from the north. 

The victory gives East 
Central a 24-2 overall record as they 
prepare to play the winner of the 
Northwest - Gulf Coast game being 
played later Tuesday afternoon. 

EC led 28-26 at the half. 


Leading scorers for the 
Lady Warriors were:Kristin Chaney, 
18; Kotreece Bender, 11; Rita 


Birden, 11; Kim Cox, seven; India 


Backstrom, nine; Lenore, Gray, six: 
Brittney Burks, five; Monique 
Overstreet, three: and Kimyatta 
Viverette, two. 
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FAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
ECCC women 
steamroll 
Gulf Coast — 


| oe Stamper 
—By Me SPUN assistant 

DECATUR — The 15th-ranked 
Lady Warriors of East Central 
Community College closed out 
their regular season with an 85-66 
win over Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College Thursday 
night. 

ECCC impr oved to 23-2 overall 
and 13-1 in the MACJC South 
Division. 

On Tuesday, East Central beat 
ltawamba 72-58 behind Kristen 
Chaney’s 18 points in the state 
tournament. 

The Lady Warriors will play the | 
Northwest-Gulf Coast winner 
today at 1 p.m. The finals are 
Thursday at 6 p.m. 

Gulf Coast, which also quali- | 
fied for the state tournament, fell 
to 19-6 and 9-5. 

The first half was a struggle 
as ECCC quickly fell behind 5-0 
before going up 21-14 on a free 
throw from Ebone’e Leverette 
with 8:25 remaining in the half. eae afte on 7 

Gulf Coast battled back to take Vee ek : ee ee fore 
a 33-32 lead on a 3-pointer from "ROBBIE ROBERTSONITHE NEWTON RECORD 
JoAnna Williams with 2:21 to £0 East Central's Kotreece Bender, right, puts up a shot while Kristen 

Sec ROLL, Page 2B Chaney gets ready to get a rebound. 


—————— 








sponte A 


See a aks, 








Ar rCANCW IM. 





LAKE MESSENGER CARTHAGINIAN 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
UNION APPEAL _ NEWTON RECORD / 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL MERIDIAN STAR 
SPIRIT OF MORTON __ CLARION-LEDGER 


IMPACT 





U6 (\ - 


APPEARED IN: 





From Page TB 


before halftime. 

A 3-pointer from Kimyatta 
Viverette, a three-point play 
from Rita Birden, and a bas- 


ket from Lenore Gray 28° 


enabled ECCC to take a 40-35 
lead into halftime. 

Kotreece ‘Bender buried a 
trey with just under 12 min- 
utes left in the game to give 
the Lady Warriors a 10-point 
lead at 55-45. ECCC reeled off 
seven more points before the 
Lady Bulldogs scored again 
to grab a 17-point advantage 
with 8:47 to go. 

It was clear sailing after 
that as ECCC led by as many 
as 23 points. 

“We knew coming into 
this game that it was going 
to be a fight,” ECCC head 
coach Brad Hodge said. “We 
were fortunate to make 
those shots in critical situa- 
tions. There were a couple of 
big threes.” 

~The teams could meet 
again Wednésday in the 
peri tournament semifi- 


The Lady Warriors got 19 ae 





points from hawereste, 16 


7 pobitiventece G 
_ and Walker, 
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alf before 
taking a 41-36 lead i into inter- 
mission. 
Gulf Coast opened 
al half eins 10-0 run to 


the sec- 


The “Bulldogs led by as 
many as 14 points after Ter- 
rell Jordan converted a 
three-point play with 12:34 
a regulation for a 65-51 

ECCC battled back to tie the 
game at 88-88 at the end of reg- 
ulation. Tawon Walker put 
the Warriors up 88-86 with a 
pair of free throws with 1:03 
left, but Gulf Coast’s Justin 
Turner tied the game with a 
he with 47 seconds show- 


= overtime, the Warriors 
went up 97-92 with 2:05 
remaining on a layup by Al 
Willis and a three-point play 
from Walker. 

After two free throws from 
Turner pulled the Bulldogs 
to within 97-96 with 49 sec- 
onds left, Brown stuck his 
trey in the hole for a 99-97 
lead with 8.6 seconds show- 





Jamaal Martin's 3-point 
shot for the win at the horn 


| % of iron before bouncing 


ECCC (10-14, 5-9) got 22 
4, 50) a0t 3 


16 from 
tughes, 12 from 
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| ECCC women roast Gulf Coast 


The tasibhally-ranked 
Lady Warriors of East 
Central Community College 
closed out their ¥ 
regular season : 
with an 85-66 Stanaper 
win over Miss- 
issippi Gulf Coast Thursday 
at Decatur. 

EC improved to 23-2 over- 
all and 13-1 in the MACJC 
South Division. The next 
action for the division cham- 
pion Lady Warriors was 
Tuesday against Itawamba in 
the MACIC State Tournament 
at Booneville. 

Despite the win, EC fell 
two places to 17th in the Feb, 
24 NJCAA women’s Division 
I poll. The poll incorrectly 
listed EC’s record as 23-3, 
while the Lady Warriors were 
23-2 as of Tuesday’s poll. 

The first half with Gulf 
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Coast (19-6, 95) was a strug- 
gle as EC quickly fell behind 
5-0 before going up 21-14 on 


a free throw from Ebone'e 




















Leverette with 8:25 remain- 
ing in the half. 

Gulf Coast battled back to 
take a 33-32 lead on a 3- 
pointer from JoAnna 
Williams with 2:21 to go 
before halftime. : 

A 3-pointer from Kim- 
yatta Viverette, a three-point 
play from Rita Birden, and a 
basket from Lenore Gray 
enabled ECCC to take a 40-35 
lead into halftime. 

Kotreece Bender buried a 
trey with just under 12 min- 
utes left in the game to give 
the Lady Warriors a 10-point 
lead at 55-45. ECCC reeled 
off seven more points before 
the Lady Bulldogs scored 
again to grab a 17-point 
advantage with 8:47 to go. - 

It was clear sailing after 
that as EC led by as many as 
23 points. 


CARTHAGINIAN 


The Lady Warriors got 19 
points from Viverette, 16 
from Kristin Chaney, 11 from 
Birden, 10 from Gray, and 
nine from Bender. 

Gulf Coast got 26 points 
from Williams. 

¢ Gulf Coast men 99, EC 
97 (OT): Courtenay Brown 
buried a 3-pointer from the 
right corner with 8.6 seconds 
left in overtime to give Gulf 
Coast the win. 

EC led by as many as eight 
points on two occasions in the 
first half before taking a 41-36 
lead into intermission. 

Gulf Coast opened the 
second half with a 10-0 run to 
go up 46-41. 

EC (10-14, 5-9) got 22 
points apiece from Jamaal 
Martin and Tawon Walker, 16 
from Dewayne Hughes, and 
12 from Desmond Jones. 
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State champ Eas 


By Mike Christensen 
mchristensen@clarionledger. com 

While upsets in the state tournament 
threw the men’s junior college Region 23 
tourney into a tizzy, East Central CC’s Lady 


Warriors managed to stay the course on the » 


women’s side. 

East Central, 26-2, regular 
season champion in the 
», south and ranked 17th in the 

; NJCAA poll, won the state 
title and enters region play 
today at Clinton as the No. 1 


seed. 
| Tired, yes, but seeded No. 
1 just the same. 

“Can we get back up? I don’t know,” 
ECCC coach Brad Hodge said Friday. “It’s 
going to be a challenge. We had three tough 
games in three nights and right now we are 
fatigued.” 

Led by Lenore Gray’s 22 points, the Lady 
Warriors beat upstart Jones County 73-64 
last Thursday night in Booneville for 
ECCC’s first state championship since 1979. 

“We were too tired to be nervous that 
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Central hopes to refocus 


JUCO REGION 23 ie an eee meee 





Coast in today’s tourney opener at 12:30. 
North runner-up Northwest, led by state 
scoring leader Nikita Taylor, is a dangerous 






On the men’s side, the se sdings 1 


— . Northwest, 94-3 and set tourki in the 
, country, and ‘Jones, 21-5, both lost in the 
night,” Hodge said. state semis. 
A Region 23 championship would send Since it reached the state title game, 
the Lady Warriors to the NJCAA nationals cally 
in Salina, Kan., for the first time. They open 
with Mississippi Delta today at 6 p.m. at That knocked Northwest. sil vest 





Mississippi College’s Wood Coliseum. ed as the state’s best team, to a No. 3 seed. 


Not to be overlooked in the field of eight is Holmes, a first-round loser in the state tourna- 
sixth-ranked Northeast, 19-3, which lost its ment, got the No. 4 seed because its division 
last regular season game and its state tour- winning percentage (.833 in the North) was 


on regional title 


better than Jones’ (.786 in the South). 

The seeding process matches 1 vs. 7, 2 vs. 
6 and 3 vs. 5, with the No. 4 seed pitted 
against the Louisiana champion, Bossier 
Parish. 


“Tt turns out it’s nota good way to do it,” 
said Holmes coach Todd Kimble, who along 
with Gulf Coast AD Chris Calcote drew up 
the brackets. “We'll probably have to change 
it next year.” 
Jones coach Robert McInnis hopes they do. 
“It just seems to me that what we did over 
two months should mean more than what 
we did over three days (in the state tour- 
ney),” McInnis said. 
For fans, it makes for one heck of an open- 
ing session on Tuesday: 
Northwest, featuring Division I transfers 4 AGIN| AN 
Rory Green and Jonathan Loe, against 
Jones, with big man Tim Broomfield and i 
streak-shooter Shedrick Kirk, at 12:30 p.m. 2A DEMUCRAT 
and Pearl River, featuring Ray Selvage and ON RECORD 


~ Larry Brackins (who now has football an 


basketball state titles on his any 
against Gulf Coast, led by D-I transfer Tom. MAN STAR 
my Biggoms, at 2-15. ON-LEDGER 





Sree sert:| 





BOONEVILLE — Pearl River 
Community College used a fierce 
second-half rally 


WEEK OF ___ = 








wrervmany eee 


Thursday night to had 18. 


subdue Hinds 7 71-60 and ropes as 


16 points: followed by Williams 


East Central’s women, the No. 1 
seed in the South, defeated Jones 


| 38. Gp: latices 


riors, 26-2, with 22 saints. fol- 
lowed by Kotreece Bender with 14 


and Kristin Chaney with 13. 


Natalie Jordan and Brittany 


and Larry Brackins with 14 apiece. Baham pumped in 23 points apiece 
Wildcats coach Richard Mathis for Jones, 14-13. 

earned his sixth state title and. Most of the state tournament 

fourth in 13 years at Pearl River. teams will participate in next week’s 
Donald Jones led Hinds, 18-9, ~ Region 23 tourney at Clinton. 
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wins 
crown 


By Will Bardwell 
staff writer 





BOONEVILLE — Less than 10 min- 
utes removed from East CentralhCom- 


munity College’s first state. 





onship in 25 years, all Brad"Hodge 


could think about was an automobile 
advertisement. ‘i ~ 

“It’s like that old —— 
Toyota commercial Awe 
=. ‘Oh, what a PAS 
feeling,” East Cen- 1S 
tral’s head coach 
said after his Lady 
pcs os 73-64 win 
over jones Junior College in the 
MACJC Tournament faite on 
Thursday night at Northeast Missis- 
sipp! Community College. 
_ East Central led by double digits 
for most of the game but had to 
weather a handful of threatening runs 
from the Lady Bobcats, who fell to [4- 
13 for the season, The Lady Warriors 
lost the ball just 13 times. 

“Sometimes we were making 
passes just to get rid of the ball,” said 
Jones head- coach Sandra Sumrall. 
“East Central did'a heck of a job on 
us. 

The Lady Warriors led 66-52 with 

ee 9:40 left in the game 


hai Pianist 
S98 Viverette dropped in 
old Toyota away with one of her 

) -_, team’s 15 steals, 
si hil cial It was East Cen- 
—. Oh, what ial last field goal 
a feeling.’ ‘®t nearly five min- 
feeling ules. Jones mounted 
Eccc coach the last of its runs, 
Brad Hodge Oulscoring the Lady 
Warriors 12-3 to 





come within five points with 1:16 


remaining. 
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But Kristin Chaney breathed life 
back into East Central when the team 
needed it most. With 49 seconds left in 
the game and just four seconds on the 
shot clock, Chaney drove inside and 
drained a critical off-balance one- 
handed layup — and drew Brittany 
Baham's fifth foul. 

The infraction sent Baham, the 
Lady Bobcats’ most dangerous post 
player, out of the game. Chaney’s free 
throw gave the Lady Warriors a 72-64 
lead and snuffed Jones’ comeback 
hopes. 

“Chaney was able to put a dagger in 
their hearts,” Hodge said. “She alone 
made all the stops on their runs. She’s 
got a champion’s heart, and you can’t 
teach that. Thank goodness she’s on 
our team,” 

Chaney, who finished with 13 points 
on 6-of-11 shooting, was one of three 
Lady Warriors in double figures. 
Lenore Gray led East Central with 22 
points, shooting 10-of-14 from the floor, 
and Kotreece Bender had 14 points. 


From Page Ci 


Baham and Natalie Jordan 
shared game-high honors with 
23 points apiece for Jones. 

East Central, now 26-2 on 
the season, enjoyed about five 
more hours of rest than Jones 
after Wednesday's semifinals 
games. The Lady Warriors fin- 
ished playing Wednesday at 
2:45 p.m., while the Lady Bob- 
cats had to wait until 6 p.m. to 
tip off. 





takes.” 

East Central, ranked No. 17 
in the country according to the 
latest NJCAA poll, led 35-30 at 
halftime but was up by as many 
as 16 during the first half. The 
Lady Warriors led 20-7 midway 
through the period, and a 
Lenore Gray put-back with 3:24 
to go gave East Central a 32-16 
advantage awn 

But the Lady Warriors mus- 
tered only one more first-half 


field goal, and Jones closed the 


“We knew we were going to 
have to try to raise the game's 
tempo,” said Hodge, whose 
team took advantage of 24 
Jones turnovers. “Our press 
makes us lively. It got us 
going.” 

After the game, Sumrall was 
reluctant to blame her team’s 
woes On weariness. 

“T hate to use it (fatigue) as 
an excuse,” Sumrall said. “We 
were able to cut it to five, but 
then we made a couple of mis- 


gap with two three-pointers and 


two three-point plays. Brittany . 
Martin’s jumper from behind | 
the arc with 20 seconds left ‘ 


brought the Lady Bobcats » 


within five points — East Cen-' 
tral’s smallest advantage since . 
a 9-5 lead three minutes into ' 

\ 


the game. 


“We just weren’t communi- - 


cating defensively, and the’ 
attacked our weaknesses, 
Hodge said. “They’re a well- 
coached team.” 


CLARION-LEDGER 


ay 
an 


State Tournament and just 4-6 ac 
those teams that did not qualify. 1 
Warriors played each of the eignt 
twice tes cr 
} —_— — Marty Stamper 
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lays Gulf C Coast (11- 
\ 4) at 6 p- m. with 
iE kawamba mes meeting m 
a —sOHinds at 8 p.m 
day 

women hit the court Tues 
ith East Central (23-2) Laser | ae ay 
\ewarnba (13-12) at 1 p.m. tollo 
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: and women's semifi 
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Th asda at 6 p.m. Next weck, 
C will be in the Region 23 Tour- 


. » East Central women 85, Gulf 
Coast 66; The Lady Warriors were up 
just five at halftime, but pushed that 
lead to 17 midway through the second 
half and knocked off a good Gulf 
‘Coast team in the regular-season — 
finale Thursday at Decatur. 

ECCC got 19 points from Kimyat- 
ta Viverette and 16 from Kristen 
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state title 






No. 18 Lady Warriors — 
in EB Booneville this week 


KY. HIGGINBOT HAM 
Sports Editor ie 





One of the most successful reg. 
ular-season campaigns in the his- 
tory of East Central Communi y 
College is over, and tournament 
time has arrived for ECCC's— 


The L dv WV Jamior - tia ar: 
No, 15. im last fee's CAA 





a ae a a VM 
_ We really ay ss gel 


the dy "Warriors are in 
Booneville this week, where North 





Division women's champion 
Northeast is hosting the MACJC _ 
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reac. coliseciitive wean eer 


EcCCC. 

Gulf Coast, which fell to 19-6 
overall and 9-5 in the South Division, 
got a game-high 26 points from Joan- 
na Williams. 


* East Central women 80, Jones: 
County 54: The Lady Warriors 


expected a tough battle from rival 
Jones last Monday night, and they got 
one for 20 minutes. 

ECCC managed a 38-29 lead in the 
first half, but got a pair of quick buck- 
ets to start the second half and held a 
double-digit lead the rest of the way. 

Birden led a balanced scoring 


attack with 13 points, while Gray 


scored 10 and Chaney nine. 
Ebonee Leverette. Kim Cox and 
Britney Burks all scored eight points. 


Jones got 15 points from Natalie 


Jordan and 14 from Brittany Baham. 

* Gulf Coast 99, East Central 
men 97, OT: The Bulldogs escaped 
with a win in an overtime thriller last 
Thursday. — 

Gulf Coast got a 3-pointer from 
Courtenay Brown with just eight sec- 
ons left to erase a ibis: deficit, and 





ms NES 
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MERIDIAN STAR 
CLARION-LEDGER 


Wednesday, Feb. 25 
1 p.m. — East Central/Itawamba 
winner vs. NW/Gulf Coast winner 
6.p.m. — Northeast/Jones winner _ 
vs. Co-Lin/Delta winner | 


Thursday, Feb. 26 
6 p.m. — Championship game. 


i 





Walker. 

Dewayne Hughes scored 16 points 
for the Warriors, and Desmond Jones 
— another Neshoba Central li 
— was also in double figures with 12 
points. 

ECCC was up 41-36 at halftime. 
then trailed by as many as /4 points in 
the second half before rallying to tie 
the contest at 88-88 at the end of reg- 
ulation, 

* Jones County 95, East Central 
men 64: The visiting Bobcats built a 
double-digit lead in the first half and 
blistered the nets for 56 percent shoot- 
ing in their win last Monday. , 

Milton Collins scored 19 points 
and “hochedy gee ges 16 for a 
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ECCC Lady Warriors Cruise Past 
Jones Women; Warriors Fall 


DECATUR--The nation- 
ally ranked East Central 
Community College Lady 
Warriors shook off a slug- 
gish first half and-rolled to 
an easy 80-54 decision 
over the Jones County 
women Monday night in 
the Brackeen-Wood 
Physical Education Build- 
ing on the Decatur cam- 
pus. With the win, East 
Central improved to 22-2 
overalljand 12-1 in the 


South Division. while the 


Lady Bobcats fell to 12-1! 
and 7-6. The Lady War- 
riors, who clinched the 
regular season division title 
last week, are tied for fif- 
teenth in the latest NJCAA 
poll. Rita Birden, a prod- 
uct of St. Fredrick High 
School in Monroe, La,, led 
the Lady Warriors with 13 


points. Also scoring V were 





Lenore Gray of Ne 





Central 95-64. 


10; Kristin Chaney of 
Newton County, nine; 
Ebone’e Leverette of For- 
est, Britney Burks of Scott 
Central and Kim Cox of 
Lake, eight each; Monique 
Overstreet of South Leake 
and Kotreece Bender of 
Newton, five each; 
Kimyatta Viverette of 
Lake and Miranda Rosar 
of Neshoba Central. four 
each; and Roxana Rogers 


of Lake, India Backstrom — 


of Neshoba Central and 
Hope Murray of Wes! 
Jones, two each. Natalie 
Jordan of Waynesboro led 
Jones County with I5 
points. In men’s actionsthe 
visiting Bobcats avenged 
an earlier 75-67 loss to the 
Warriors by pounding East 
Jones 
County, the top men’s 


team in the South, im- 


proved to 19-4 and 10-3, 
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while the Warriors fell to 
10-13 and 5-8. The loss 
also eliminated East Cen- 
tral from post-season play. 
Dewayne Hughes had 27 
points to lead the Warriors, 
Also scoring were Neil 
Tadlock of Lake, eight; 
Tawon Walker of 
Neshoba Central, six; 
Ryan Hudson of Louisville, 
five; Jamaal Martin of" 
Northeast Lauderdale, Al 
Willis of Newton County 
and Desmond Jones of 
Neshoba Central. four 
each; Gerrick Nichols of 
Thomastown and Andrew 
Lewis of Morton, two 
each; and Tellas Burnside 
of Philadelphia and 
Stephen Dyess of North- 
east Lauderdale, one each. 
Milton Collins of Raleigh 
had 19 points to lead the 
Bobcats. East Central 
teams conclude regular 
season action by hosting 
Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College on 
Thursday, February 19. 
Game times are 6 p.m. 
(women) and 8 p.m. 
(men), The’'Lady Warriors 
begin MACIJC Tourna- 
ment action Tuesday, Feb- 
ruary 24 at Northeast Mis- 
sissippi Community Col- 
lege in Boonville, host of 
this years event. Semi-fi- 
nals are scheduled 
Wednesday with finals set 
for Thursday. The ECCC 
women also qualified for 
scheduled March 1-4 at 
Mississippi pes in 
Clinton: =: = 


weekor [Vlach | 


ECCC Lady Warriors defeat 


East Central Community 
College’s Lady Warriors survived a 
late rally by Jones County Junior 
me to rth a eee: ee over 





improved to 26-2 “and eamed the 
program's first state title in 25 years, 


held a slim 69-64 lead until fresh-_ 


man Kristin Chaney’s lay-in and 
subsequent free throw gave EC an 
eight-point lead with just 49 seconds 
remaining. 

Head coach Brad Hodge later 
commented that Chaney's three- 
point play “put a dagger in their 
hearts.” He added, “She alone » 
made all the stops on their runs. 
She’s got a champion’s heart, and 


you 
can’t teach that. Thank goodness 
she’s on our team.” 


Chaney, a product of Newton. 
County High School, had 13 points | 
‘ers were Kristin Chaney, 


who scored in double figures. 
Lenore Gray of Newton led EC with 
22 points, followed by Kotreece 
Bender of Newton with 14, Also 
scoring were Kimyatta Viverette of 
Lake, nine; India Backstrom of 
Neshoba Central, five; Rita Birden 
of St. Fredrick High School. 
Monroe. La., four; Kim Cox of 
Lake, three; Britney Burks of Scott 
Central, two; and Miranda Rosar of 
Neshoba Central, one. 

Natalie Jordan of Waynesboro 
and Brittany Baham of New Orleans 


each had 23 points to lead the Lady 
Bobcats, who fell to 14-13. — 
The Lady Warriors, who 
never trailed in the contest, held a 
35-30 advantage at intermission. 
East Central, ranked 17th in 
the latest NJCAA poll, will now 


have its sights set on the Region 23 
Tournament scheduled March 1-4 at - 


Mississippi College in Clinton. The 
Lady Wartiors begin first-round 
action against Mississippi Delta 
Community College at 6 p.m. Semi- 
finals in the women’s bracket are set 
for 12:30 and 2:15 p.m. on 
Wednesday, with the championshi 
matchup planned at 6 = p.m. 
Thursday, 

Lady Warrior tournament 





action can be heard on WZKR-FM 
(103.3) in Meridian. 


ECCC 72, GULF COAST 63 
The Lady Warriors, after 
trailing throughout most of the first 
half, rallied for a nine-point win 


over the Lady Bulldogs. 


Rita Birden led EC in scor- 
ing with 18 points. Other point mak- 
LS; 
Kimyatta Viverette, 14; Kotreece 
Bender, nine; Lenore Gray, six; Kim 
Cox of Lake, five; India Backstrom, 
three; and Britney Burks, two. 

JoAnna Williams of Gulfport 
had 25 points to lead Gulf Coast, 
which fell to 20-7, 

The score was tied 29-29 at 
halftime, 

ECCC 72, ITAWAMBA 58 
The Lady Warniors began 
tournament action by cruising past 


the Lady Indians. Kristin Chaney 
was the leading scorer with 18 
points. Also scoring were Kotreece 
Bender and Rita Birden, 11 each; 
India Backstrom, nine; Kim Cox, 
seven; Lenore Gray, six: Brithey 
three; and Kimyatta Viverette, two. 
Tiffany Garth of Tupelo led 
Itawamba (13-13) with 27 points. 
East Central held a slim a8 
26 lead at the break. 


to begin Region 23 Tournament 
action | 

The state champion East 
Central Community College Lady 
Warriors cleared the first hurdle to a 
possible Region 23 Toumament 
crown by outscoring Mississippi 
Delta Community College 66-53 
Monday night in first-round action 
of the annual competition being held 
at A. E. Wood Coliseum on the 
Mississippi College campus in 
Clinton. 

Lenore Gray of Newton 
had 13 points to lead the Lady 
Warriors, who improved to 27-2 
under third-year head coach Brad 
Hodge. East Central is ranked 17th 
in the latest NJCAA poll. 

In addition to Gray, other 
scorers were Kristin Chaney of 
Newton County, 11; Kimyatta 
Viverette of Lake, Kotreece Bender 
of Newton and Rita Birden, a prod- 
uct of St. Fredrick High School in 
Monroe, La., nine each; India 
Backstrom of Neshoba Central, 
seven; Kim Cox of Lake, four; 
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Jones 73-64 to win State Title 





hampions! 





East Central Community College's Lady Warriors celebrate their 73-64 victory over 
Jones County Junior College for the 2004 state championship. East Central, now 26-2 and 
ranked 17th in the latest NJCAA poll, begins competition in the Region 23 Tournament Monday 
at Mississippi College in Clinton. (EC Photo) 


Monique 

Overstreet of South Leake, three; 
and Miranda Rosar of Neshoba 
Central, one. 

Lawanda Stewart of Leland 
had 14 points to lead Delta, which 
fell to 16-10. 

East Central held a 38-27 
advantage at halftime. 


The Lady Warriors will 
meet Northeast Mississippi 
Community College in semi-final 
action at 2:15 p.m. Wednesday, 
March 3. 

The Lady Tigers improved 
to 20-3 after downing Mississippi 
Gulf Coast Community College 96- 
87. Northeast is ranked sixth in the 


latest NJCAA poll. 

The championship game is 
set for 6 p.m. Thursday, March 4, 
with the ECCC/Northeast winner 
taking on the Northwest/Co-Lin vic - 
tor. 

Tournament action can be 
heard on WZKR-FM (103.3) in 
Meridian. 





(cont 


onship game, the Lady Warriors built 
leads as big as 16 points in both halves 
before holding off the Lady Bobcats. 

“Our press got us going after a 
slow start,” Hodge said of his team, 
which led 35-30 at halftime. “It’s just 
a great feeling after the work that these 
girls have ‘put in.” 

After opening things up in the sec- 
ond half, ECCC saw its lead sliced to 
69-64 with a little more than a minute 
left. 

But a three-point play from Kristen 
Chaney with 49 seconds left pushed 
the bulge back to eight, and EC never 
allowed Jones another point. 

Chaney finished with 13 points, 
while Lenore Gray hit 10-of-14 shots 
from the field and tallied 22 points. 


APPEARED IN: 


Kotreece Bender scored 14 points 
for the Lady Warriors, Kimyatta 
Viverette scored nine and former 
Neshoba Central standout India Back- 
strom contributed five. 

Natalie Jordan and Brittany Baham 
each had 23 points to lead Jones. 

* East Central 72, Gulf! Coast 63: 
In last Wednesday's semifinal, the 
Lady Warriors won anothes dogfight 
with Gulf Coast — their second in as 
many weeks — after being tied 29-29 
at halftime. 

“I think we had a little case of the 
nerves early,” Hodge said. 

It didn’t last too long, however. 
East Central scored the first six points 
of the second half and eventually 
pushed their lead to double digits, 





WEEK OF [| 


neg gllowind the Lady Bulldogs to 
up again. 

Rita Birden led the Lady Warriors 
with 18 points, while Chaney scored 
15, Viverette 14 and Bender nine. 

JoAnna Williams led Gulf Coast 
with a game-high 25 points. 

* East Central 72, Itawamba 58: 
The Lady Warriors once again over- 
came a sluggish start, and they also 
overcame a game-high 27 points by 
ICC’s Tiffany Garth to down the Lady 
Indians in a state quarterfinal matchup 
last Tuesday. 

East Central eased its way to a 28- 
26 lead at halftime, then found itself 
engaged in a seesaw battle for most of 
the second half. Itawamba actually led 
49-48 with less than 7 minutes 





‘remaining, but ECCC outscored ¢ 


Lady Indians 23-10 the rest of # 
way. 2 , 

“We finally settled down.” Hox 
said, | 

Chaney pumped in 18 points 
lead the Lady Warriors, while Be 
and Birden scored 11 apiece. Bal 
strom also had a big n ight wi ith 
points. 
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wome ‘olohrate | a <7 
vomen celebrate the Lady Warriors’ first state championship since 1979 at Booneville last Th 
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wit! three tough ‘sames'in four days 
this week, Fatigue is a big factor for 
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tournament. 

ECCC improved to 29-2 and 
extended its winning streak to 
oD 


"We did what we had to do 
to win," ECCC head coach Brad 
Hodge said. "(Co-Lin coach) 
Gwyn Young and the Lady 
Wolves did what they had to do 
to give themselves a chance. 
They controlled the tempo of 
the game, and we couldn't ever 
make shots to get into some 
full-court pressure, 

"It was an excellent game 
plan on their part, but fortu- 
nately our defense was able to 
survive. The games we've lost 
were in the 50s." 

ECCC struggled on the 
offensive end for nearly six 
minutes to start the game, 
having only -a Kimyatta 
Viverette free throw to show 
for their efforts. 

The good news was that Co- 
Lin held only an 8-1 advantage. 

Lenore Gray got ECCC's 
first basket on a put-back with 

14:14 left in the half. After Co- 
Lin went up 10-3 on a basket 


by Travalyn Smith, the aa 





Warriors reeled off 12 


they would not reivosiahe | 

Kim Cox had a basket and 
two free throws dur 
with Britney Burks! baseline 
jumper putting ECCC up for 
good at 11-10 with 8:42 to go in 
the half. After a layup by Rita 
Birden, Burks scored on 
another baseline jumper for a 
15-10 lead. 

'She was invisible in Jan- 
uary and February, but she did 
some good things the last 
couple of games that have 
helped us a lot," Hodge said of 
i sophomore from Scott Cen- 
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that have Mealy ie wile ae. aif, 
ference. A couple of them 


y never scapes ed and 





ip my hat to those five ae 
mores." ; 

-In addition to Barks. others: 
in that quintet are Ebone'e Lev- 


erette, Monique Overstreet, 
eon Murray and Miranda 


ECCC took a 30-21 lead into 
rele er eset 

The Lady Warrio rosneruled 
their biggest lead gam 
at 38-28 with 12:31 remaining 
on a put-back by Kotreec 
Bender. 

Co- lin got to within 41-37 
with seven minutes left on 
back-to-back baskets by Gloria 


MA tee point ter from thet 
om op 

of the key by Ov Cerere waibis 
doul tin 
Chaney ee PECCC's lead 
to 46-37 with 4:40 to go. Co-Lin 
battled back to within 46-42 on 
ir of free throws | from 


s basket oy: Bieden and two free 


throws each from Chaney and 
Bender over the final 1:14 


clinched the region crown. 
ECCC got 14 points te 
Chaney; seven points, 
rebounds and two steals om 
Gray; seven points and seven 
rebounds from Bender; six 
points and seven rebounds 


from Birden; six points and two 


blocks from Cox; eight 
rebounds, two assists and two 
blocks from Viverette; and four 
points from Burks. 

Co-Lin, 19-10, got 14 points 
from Fields, 12 from Smith and 
10 from Lewis. 
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TAKING IT TO THE HOOP 


m the photo above, East Central's Kristen Chaney goes up and under Copiah-Lincoln defenders for an acrobatic 
2yup. SOCC’s Kirn Cox, bottom left photo, holds up the Region 23 trophy after the Lady Warriors defeated 


PHOTOS BY PAULA MERRITT / THE MERIDIAN STAR 
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M Lady Warriors claim 
Region 23 hoops title 


By Marty Stamper | 
EMG sports assistant IC) 
- CLINTON — It wasn’t their most impressive win and D dat nat 
the prettiest of their 29 conquests this season, but Thursday's 52-45 | 
victory over Copiah-Lincoln was definitely =e one the East Central 
| Lady Warriors have been looking forward t 
The seven-point win at Mississippi Collewaté AE. Wood G one 
| clinched the Region 23 championship and a berth in the NJCAA © 
F | Women's Division I national championship tournament, March 16-20. 
| at Salina, Kan. The bracket will be drawn up Wednesday following play 
in the other regionals. Sixteen teams advance to the national 


See Champions 
Page C4 
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ECCC wins in Region 23 Tourney — 


~ By Marty Stamper 
. EMG sports assistant 


NTON — If defense wins championships, 


CLI 
the East Central Community College Lad 
may do some more celebrating this week. 
| Lady Warriors trimmed 
the number of wins they need to 
qualify for the national tourna- 
., Ment to two with a 66-53 victory 


5 ‘round of the Reson 93 Tourna- 
spc Monday night at Mississippi 


ege. 

The dream game many have looked forward to all 
season will take place Wednesday at 2:15 p.m. when 
ECCC, ranked 17th nationally, takes on sixth-ranked 
Northeast Mississippi in the AE. Wood Coliseum. 

Northeast, 20-3, snapped a two-game losing 
streak with a 96-87 win over Gulf Coast on Monday. 
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y Warriors 


In winning the MACJC State Tournament last 
week at Booneville, ECCC outscored its three oppo- 
nents 72.3 to 61.7. The Lady Warriors held the Lady 


Trojans nearly nine points under that average 


Monday with only a 7-0 Delta run to end the game 
making matters that close. 

Offensively, ECCC used a 21-7 run midway 
through the first half to turn a 10-9 deficit into a 30- 
17 lead with five minutes remaining in the first half. 
Kimyatta Viverette and Kotreece Bender converted 
back-to-back three-point plays early in the run as the 
_ Warriors began to distance themselves from 

elfta. 

Before the run ended, Rita Birden hit two baskets 


and a pair of free throws, India Backstrom scored 


twice from close range, and Kristin Chaney buried a 
3-pointer. 

ECCC led by as many as 14 points before taking 
a 38-27 lead into the break. 

Delta got the first basket of the second half, but 


Bender canned a trey and Lenore Gray scored.in the 
lane to up ECCC’s lead to 43-29 with 17:38 
remaining. 

Delta again got to within nine points on a 3- 
pointer from Camille Norwood with 15:13 to go, 
but the Lady Warriors kept the Lady Trojans off the 
scoreboard for the next four minutes and six sec- 
onds as they upped their lead to 53-36. 


Delta could get no closer than 11 points ate 


that. 

“We kinda divert from our game plan at times? 
ECCC head coach Brad Hodge said. “Once we got 
little cushion, we felt like we were going to try to et 
that knockout punch. 

“Everybody was wanting to get the home run 
rather than just get a few singles and doubles.alor 
the way. A lot of that had to de with the job se 
. 
See ECCC | 

Page B4 
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(Burnadette) McDonald did. 
She would, make a change or 
attack us in a weakness and 
that’s a eredit to the job she 
does. 

“We'll take it. We were very 
fortunate to. come out of it. A 
win is a win and that means you 
get to advance. Otherwise, 
you're taking inventory,” 

ECCC took its biggest’lead 
at 66-46 om a basket by 
Viverette. Delia scored seven 
unanswered points in the final 
Mil 






| ECCC gote13 points, from 
i 


Gray, Ll from Chaney, nine 
each from Viverette, Bender, 
and Birden, and seven from 
Backstrom.. Nine Lady. War- 
riors scored. Viverette also had 
six rebounds and three blocks. 
Gray had nine rebounds and 
Birden had seven. 

Delta, 16-10, got 14 points 
from Lawanda Stewart, eight 
each from  Vanecherrika 
Mitchell and La’Tisha Brown, 
and seven from Jazmine Cain, 

Wednesday's other semifinal 
will have Northwest Missis- 
sippi, 18-7, taking on the winne: 
of the Copiah-Lincoln/ Delgado 
game at 12:30 p.m. Northwest 
eliminated Jones, 69-60. 


dO MSSM 





ECCC Lady Warriors 
win state title 


From press reports 





East Central Community Collegeis Lady Warriors sur- 
vived a late rally by Jones County Junior College to post 
a 73-64 victory over the Lady Bobcats for the MACJC 
womenis title Thursday night at Northeast Mississippi 
Community College in Booneville. 

The Lady Warriors, who improved to 26-2 and earned 
the programis first state title in 25 years, held a slim 69- 
64 lead until freshman Kristin Chaneyis lay-in and sub- 
sequent free throw gave EC an eight-point lead with just 
49 seconds remaining. 

Head coach Brad Hodge later commented that Chaneyis 
three-point play iput a dagger in their hearts.i_He added, 
iShe alone made all the stops on their runs. Sheis got a 
championis heart, and you canit teach that. Thank good- 
ness sheis on our team.i | 
Chaney, a product of Newton County High School, had 
13 points and was one of three Lady Warriors who scored 
in double figures. Lenore Gray of Newton led EC with 22 
ooints, followed by Kotreece Bender of Newton with 14. 
Also scoring were Kimyatta Viverette of Lake, nine; India 
Backstrom of Neshoba Central, five; Rita Birden of St. 
Fredrick High School, Monroe, La., four; Kim Cox of 
Lake, three; Britney Burks of Scott Central, two; and 
Miranda Rosar of Neshoba Central, one. 

Natalie Jordan of Waynesboro and Brittany Baham of 
New Orleans each had 23 points to lead the Lady 
Bobcats, who fell to 14-13. 
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The Lady Warriors, who never trailed in the contest, 
1eld a 35-30 advantage at intermission. 

East Central, ranked 17th in the latest NJCAA poll, will 
10w have its sights set on the Region 23 Tournament 
scheduled March 1-4 at Mississippi College in Clinton. 
The Lady Warriors begin first-réund action against 
Mississippi Delta Community College at 6 p.m. Semi- 
finals in the womenis bracket are set for 12:30 and 2:15 
p.m. on Wednesday, with the championship matchup 
planned at.6 p.m. Thursday. | 

Lady Warrior tournament action can be heard on 
WZKR-FM (103.3) in Meridian. . 

ECCC 72, GUEF COAST 63. ©” 

The Lady Warriors, after trailing throughout most of 
the first half, rallied for a nine-point win over the Lady 
Bulldogs. its 

Rita Birden led EC in scoring with 18 points, Other 
point makers were Kristin Chaney, 15; Kimyatta 
Viverette, 14; Kotreece Bender, nine; Users Gray, six; 
Kim Cox of Lake, five; India Backstrom, three; and 
Britney Burks, two. | 

JoAnna Williams of Gulfport had 25 points to lead Gulf 
Coast, which fell to 20-7. 

The score was tied 29-29 at halftime. 

ECCC 72, ITAWAMBA 58. 

The Lady Warriors began tournament action by cruising 
past the Lady Indians. Kristin Chaney was the leading 
scorer with 18 points. Also scoring were Kotreece Bender 
and Rita Birden, 11 each; India Backstrom, nine; Kim 
Cox, seven; Lenore Gray, six; Britney Burks, five: 
Monique Overstreet, three; and Kimyatta Viverette, two. 

Tiffany Garth of Tupelo led Itawamba (13-13) with 27 


Fast @entral held a slim 28°2@1ead at the break. - 
hi ’ Peet 1 foe ; . ae Pee . ' Seager 
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ECCC Lady Warriors Defeat Delta 
~ To Begin Region 23 Tournament 


DECATUR--The state 
champion East Central 
Community College Lady 
_ Warriors cleared the first 
“hurdle toa possible Region 
G 23 Tournament crown by 
outscoring Mississippi 
» Delta Community College 
66-53 Monday night in 
» firstround action of the 

ual competition being 

dat A. E. Wood Coli- 
seum on the Mississippi 
College campus in Clinton. 





Lady Warriors, who im- 


APPEARED IN: 


LAKE MESSENGER vA 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 
UNION APPEAL _ 

WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 
SPIRIT OF MORTON 

IMPACT 


Lenore Gray of Newton 
had 13 points to lead the 


proved to 27-2 under third- 
year head coach Brad. 
Hodge. East Central is » 16-10. East Central held a 
ranked 17th in the latest _ 


NJCAA poll. In addition to 
Gray, other scorers were 


Kristin Chaney of Newton 


County, Ll; Kimyatta 
Viverette of _ Lake, 
Kotreece Bender of New- 
ton and Rita Birden, a 
product of St. Fredrick 
High School in Monroe, 
La., nme each; India 
Backstrom of Neshoba 
Central, seven: Kim Cox 
of Lake, four: Monique 
Overstreet of South 


‘Leake, three; and Miranda 


Rosar of Neshoba Central, 


one. Lawanda Stewart of 


Leland had 14 points to 
lead Delta, which fell to 


Feet advantage at half- 


time, The Lady Warriors 
will meet Northeast Mis: 


sissippi Community Col- 


lege in semi-final action at 
2:15. p.m. Wednesday. 
March 3. The Lady Tigers 
improved to 20-3 after 
downing Mississippi Gull 
Coast Community College 
96-87. Northeast is ranked 
sixth in the latest NJCAA 
poll. The championship 
game is set for 6 p.m. 
Thursday, March 4, with 
the ECCC/Northeast win- 
ner taking on the North- 
west/Co-Lin victor. Tour- 
nament action can be 
heard on WZKR-FM 
(103.3) in Meridian. -30- 
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aaa fanted to make it a 40-minute 
5 d East Central head coach 
Brad Modise. “We were able to shake 

aety earl - and we played 


ner Ai Si ‘Jed the Lady Warriors 
riiie 18 points, 10 of which were 
ce scored in the game’s 


~ We were able je Besa and Kiny 
to shake off atta Viverette talliec 

or Kast Cent 
some anxiety | (25-2), 


ware de and we ae Lady War 
rors, o were 

played better ithoutn'flelt goel 
ninutes ‘of 1e 

Jt . ECCC, coach | 
z game, led only oncé 
Brad Hodge i the first half. 
~ Kristin Chaney put East Central up 
25-24 with 3:58 left in the first on a 
ng layup, but the Lady Warriors 
quickly fell behind again before a 
| J euee aT ee tied the game at 29.at 

th i Dy e 

"Eas Central opened the second 
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ECCC opens Region 23 play Monday 


| from combined reports 

| Fresh off an MACJC Women's State 

_ Championship, the East Central Com- 

| munity College Lady Warriors have their 

_ sites on earning a trip to the NJCAA 

_ National Tournament in Salina, Kan. 

To earn that ticket, ECCC will have to 

win three games at 

the Region 23 Tour- 

nament, which 

begins at Mississippi 

College's A.E, Wood 

Coliseum on Monday. 
East Central faces 





| . Mississippi Delta at 6 
-—___ > p.m. If the Lady War- 

. riors win, they will 
- take on the winner of Monday's 12:30 
p.m. Northeast-Gulf Coast winner at 
2:15 p.m. on Wednesday. The finals are 
set for 6 p.m. on Thursday. 

Other first-round games have Jones 
taking on Northwest at 2:15 p.m. on 
Monday, while Delgado (La.) plays 
| Copiah-Lincoln at 7:45 p.m. The winners 
of those two games meet Wednesday in 
the semifinals at 12:30 p.m. 

The men take center stage at Missis- 
| sippi College on Tuesday, with four first- 
round games. Jones Junior College 
faces Northwest at 12:30 p.m., while 
Pearl River takes on Gulf coast at 2:15 
p.m. 
| Bossier Parrish plays Holmes at 6 

- p.m., while Hinds tackles Itawamba at 8 
p.m. The semifinals are set for 6 p.m. 
and 8 p.m. The finals will tip off at 8 p.m. 
on Thursday. 

— Austin Bishop 
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Thursday, March 04, 2004 


East Central advances to title game after blowout victory 
By Marty Stamper / EMG sports assistant 


March 4, 2004 
CLINTON — So much for the dream game. 


East Central Community College's Lady Warriors led by as many as 38 points in crushing 
sixth-ranked Northeast Mississippi Community College 92-67 Wednesday afternoon in the 
Region 23 Tournament at Mississippi College. 


The Lady Warriors, 28-2, will take on Copiah-Lincoln Community College, 19-8, at.6 p.m. 
today for the region championship. The winner will advance to the NJCAA Women’s 
National Tournament, March 16-20, at Salina, Kan. 


The Lady Warriors, ranked 17th nationally, slapped Northeast around from the start as they 
scored the game's first 14 points. In the run, Lenore Gray scored at will in the lane and 
Kotreece Bender and Kristin Chaney each buried a 3-pointer. 


“That was a good start,” ECCC head coach Brad Hodge said. “It helped take a little 
pressure off the offense and our defense.” 


The Lady Warriors led by as many as 19 points in the first half as they took a 45-26 lead 
into halftime. 


~ Northeast’'s inside game was thought by many to be the Lady Tigers’ strong suit, but 


ECCC’'s Gray and Kimyatta Viverette dominated the paint, especially in the first half. Gray 
finished with 30 points, 10 rebounds, and five steals, while Viverette had 10 points, 12 
rebounds, and three assists. 


Hodge said he never specifically challenged Gray and Viverette to step up with big games 
against Northeast. 


“They got to see them play last week against Jones,” Hodge said. “This team is 
competitive enough we don't have to step up and do the challenging. In fact, there wasn't 
much motivation to give this group today. 


“They re very competitive and are a fun group to be around. They stepped up in a big 
situation.” 


Gray had 25 points tn the first half and five other Lady Warriors hit at least one 3-point 
basket. 
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“This was probably our best 3-point shooting game,” Hodge said. “It helps when Lenore ges 


off to a good start. It takes the pressure off. 


“They've got to make a decision. They re going to guard the post or they're going to guard 
the perimeter. With the freedom they had, thanks to Lenore and Kimyatta, we were able to 
knock down some open jumpers. 


Leading 59-33 with 13:52 remaining, the Lady Warriors scored 23 of the next 36 points to 
go up 82-46 with 5:55 left. Hodge cleared his bench at that point and Northeast scored 271 
of the final 31 points to leave with some measure of dignity. 


“We came back out in the second half and got another big cushion,” Hodge said. “If you 
can get those cushions, it takes a lot of pressure off the mistakes.” 


The Lady Warriors also got 11 points from Kim Cox, 10 points from Bender, eight points, 


four assists, and three steals from Chaney, eight points and three assists from Rita Birden, 


and six points from Monique Overstreet. 


Northeast, which finished 20-4 with three losses in its last four games, got 25 palrits from 
Marquetia Thomas, 15 from Ashley Jones, and nine from Brittany Wilson. 


Co-Lin reached tonight's title game with a 69-53 win over Northwest Mississippi in 
Wednesday's early game. 


© 2003 The Meridian Star All Rights Reserved. 
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aely Warriors claim Region 23 hoops title 
By Marty Stamper / EMG sports assistant 


March 5, 2004 


CLINTON — It wasn't their most impressive win and definitely not the prettiest of their 29 


. conquests this season, but Thursday's 52-45 victory over Copiah-Lincoln was definitely the 
_ one the East Central Lady Warriors have been looking forward to. 


The seven-point win at Mississippi College's A.E. Wood Coliseum clinched the Region 23 
championship and a berth in the NJCAA Women's Division | national championship 
tournament, March 16-20 at Salina, Kan. The bracket will be drawn up Wednesday. following 
play in the other regionals. Sixteen teams advance to the national 


tournament. 

ECCC improved to 29-2 and extended its winning streak to 22. 

"We did what we had to do to win," ECCC head coach Brad Hodge said. "(Co-Lin coach) 
Gwyn Young and the Lady Wolves did what they had to do to give themselves a chance. 


They controlled the tempo of the game, and we couldn't ever make shots to get into some 
full-court pressure. 


_ "It was an excellent game plan on their part, but fortunately our defense was able to 


survive. The games we've lost were in the 50s." 


. ECCC struggled on the offensive end for nearly six minutes to start the game, having only 
_ a Kimyatta Viverette free throw to show for their efforts. 


The good news was that Co-Lin held only an 8-1 advantage. 


_ Lenore Gray got ECCC's first basket on a put-back with 14:14 left in the half. After Co-Lin 


went up 10-3 on a basket by Travalyn Smith, the Lady Warriors reeled off 12 unanswered 
points to grab a lead they would not relinquish. 


Kim Cox had a basket and two free throws during the run, with Britney Burks’ baseline 
jumper putting ECCC up for good at 11-10 with 8:42 to-go in the half. After a layup by Rita 
Birden, Burks scored on another baseline jumper for a 15-10 lead. 


"She was invisible in January and February, but she did some good things the last couple 
of games that have helped us a lot," Hodge said of the sophomore from Scoit Central. 


"The five sophomores that sit on the bench are the ones that have really made the 
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difference. A couple of them played 4 |ot last year and are not playing much this ye 
never complained and they deserve the credit for holding us together. We've got grea: 
chemistry and | have to tip my hat to those five sophomores." 


fi 


In addition to Burks, others in that quintet are Ebone’e Leverette, Monique Overstreet. -c2= 
Murray and Miranda Rosar. 


ECCC took a 30-21 lead into halftime. 


The Lady Warriors grabbed their biggest lead of the game at 38-28 with 12:31 remaining or 
a put-back by Kotreece Bender. 


Co-Lin got to within 41-37 with seven minutes left on back-to-back baskets by Gloria Lewis 


A three-pointer from the top of the key by Overstreet and a double-pump layup from Kristin 
Chaney extended ECCC's lead to 46-37 with 4:40 to go. Co-Lin battled back to within 46-42 
on a pair of free throws from Renee Fields with 2:01 left, but a basket by Birden and two 
free throws each from Chaney and Bender over the final 1:14 clinched the region crown. 


ECCC got 14 points from Chaney; seven points, 11 rebounds and two steals from Gray; 
seven points and seven rebounds from Bender; six points and seven rebounds from Birden: 
six points and two blocks from Cox; eight rebounds, two assists and two blocks from 
Viverette; and four points from Burks. 


Co-Lin, 19-10, got 14 points from Fields, 12 from Smith and 10 from Lewis. 


© 2003 The Meridian Star All Rights Reserved. 
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PEP RALLY PLANNED 
Marcu 11 For TEAM 


SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 


DECATUR — A pep rally in sup- 
nel East Central Community 





Saeanont wil bo hekl ot 6 p.m. 
Thursday in the Brackeen-Wood 


APPEARED IN: 


Physical Education Building on the 
Decatur campus. 

The Lady Warriors, winners of 
the Region 23 and State tourna- 
ments, will leave Saturday morning 
for the national tournament, which 
is scheduled March 16-20 in Salina. 
Kan. East Central sports a 29-2 
record under third-year head coach 
The public is invited to attend the 


pep 
underway to help send the Lady 





Warriors to the national contest. 
For more information contact Terry 
Underwood, athletic director/head 
football coach, Phone 635-2111 or 
call toll free, 1-877-462-3222, ext. 
244. 

In earlier action during Region 23 
tournament, state champion Lady 
Warriors cleared the first hurdle to 
a possible Region 23 Tournament 
crown by outscoring Mississippi 
Delta Community College 66-53 
last Monday night in first-round 
action of the annual competition 







improved to 27-2 Wie Ea 
Central is ranked 17th in the late: 
NJCAA poll. 

In addition to Gray, Serle scorer 
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Pep Rally Planned March 11 | 
Honoring ECCC Lady Warriors 


DECATUR--A pep rally in support of East Central Community College’s Lady 
Warriors who are preparing for competition in the NJCAA Women’s Basketball 
Tournament will be held at 6 p.m. Thursday, March 11 in the Brackeen-Wood Physi- 
cal Education Building on the Decatur campus. The Lady Warriors, winners of the 
Region 23 and State tournaments, will leave Saturday morning for the national tour- 
nament, which is scheduled March 16-20 in Salina, Kansas. East Central sports a 
29-2 record under third-year head coach Brad Hodge. The public is invited to attend 

the pep rally. Fundraising efforts are also underway to help send the Lady Warriors 
to the national contest. For more information contact Terry Underwood, athletic 
director/head football coach, Phone 635-2111 or call toll free, 1-877-462-3222, ext. 

244. The email address is cunderwood@eccc.edu. 
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ecther ‘We've got great 
chemistry and I have to tip 
mv hat to those five sopho- 


ition to Burks, oth- 
ers in that quintet are 
Ebone’e Leverette, Monique 
Overstreet, Hope Murray 
and Miranda Rosar. 
ECCC took a 30-21 lead 
into halftime. | 
The Lady Warriors 
grabbed their biggest lead 
of the game at 38-28 with 
12:31 (aL oben on a put- 
back by Kotreece Bender. 
— Co-Lin got to. within 41-37 





APPEARED IN: 


vith seven minutes left on. 


back-to-back baskets by Glo-- der; - 


ria Lewis. 

A three-pointer from the 
top of the key by Overstreet 
and a double-pump layup 
from Kristin Chaney 
extended ECCC’s lead to 46- 
37 with 4:40 to go. 

Co-Lin battled back to 

within 46-42 on a pair of 
free throws from Renee 
Fields with 2:01 left, but a 
basket by Birden and two 
free throws each from 
Chaney and Bender over 
the final 1:14 clinched the 
region crown. 

ECCC got 14 points from 
Chaney; seven points, 11 
rebounds and two steals 
from Gray; $even points and 


# ¥ 
seven. cir veh 4, 
or A, 
7 - “4 
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points and two blocks from 
Cox; eight rebounds, two 
assists and two blocks from 
Viverette; and four points 
from Burks. 


ECCC 92, Northeast 67 

The Lady Warriors 
cruised to an easy victory 
over the sixth-ranked Lady 
Tigers in semi-final action 
on March 3. 

Lenore Gray led EC with 
30 points. Also scoring were 
Kim Cox, 11; Kimyatta 
Viverette and Kotreece Ben- 
der, 10 eeu a as Chaney 





tne eagtams 
Jackson had 25 points to 
: lead Northeast, which fell to | 
pert an Birden; six 20-4 


East Central held a 45-26 
advantage at the break. 


ECCC 66, Delta 53 | 

The Lady Warriors began » 
Region 23 Tournament com- 
petition by knocking off 
Mississippi Delta Commu- 
nity College on March 5. 

Lenore Gray had 13 points 
to lead East Central. Other 
point makers were Kristin 
Chaney, 11; Kimyatta 
Viverette, Kotreece Bender 
and Rita Birden, nine each; 
and India Backstrom, 
seven. | 

The Lady Warriors led 38- 


{ 27 at intermission. 
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From St ajf Reports 
CLINTON - It wasn’t their most 
impressive win and definitely not 
the prettiest of their 29 conquests | 


this season, but Thursday’s 52-45 — 
victory over Copiah-Lincoln was | 
definitely the one the East Central — 
Lady Warriors have been looking | 


forward to. 


The seven-point win at Mississip- | 
pi College’s A.E. Wood Coliseum } 


clinched the Region 23 champi- 


onship and a berth in the NJCAA 


Women’s Division | national cham- 


pionship tournament, March 16-20 | 


at Salina, Kan. The bracket will be 


drawn up Wednesday following play 
Sixteen | % 
teams advance to the national tour- | 


in the other regionals. 


nament., 
ECCC 
extended its winning streak to 22. 


“We did what we had to do to | 
win,” ECCC head coach Brad Hodge | 
“(Co-Lin coach) Gwyn Young 


said. 


lo 


improved to 29-2 and | 


se 


and the Lady Wolves did what they | _ 


had to do to give themselves a 
chance. They controlled the tempo 
of the game, and we couldn’t ever 
make shots to get into some full- 
court pressure. 

“It was an excellent game plan on 
their part, but fortunately our 
defense was able to survive. The 
games we've lost were in the 50s.” 

ECCC struggled on the offensive 
end for nearly six minutes to start 
the game, having only a Kimyatta 


Viverette free throw to show for [ti 90) 


ther efforts. 

The good news was that Co-Lin 
held only an 8-1 advantage. 

Lenore Gray got ECCC’s first bas- 


ket on a put-back with 14:14 left in. 


the half. After Co-Lin went up 10-3 
on a basket by Travalyn Smith, the 
Lady Warriors reeled off 12 unan- 
swered points to grab a lead they 
would not relinquish. 

Kim Cox had a basket and two 
free throws during the run, with 
Britney Burks’ baseline jumper 
putting ECCC up for good at 11-10 
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ROBBIE ROBERTSON/THE NEWTON RECORD 


East Central’s Kotreece Bender looks to pass the ball Thursday against Co- 
Lin in the Region 23 championship game. 


with 8:42°to go in the half. After a 
layup by Rita Birden, Burks scored 
on another baseline jumper for a 15- 
10 lead. 

“She was invisible in January and 
February, but she did some good 
things the last couple of games that 
have helped us a lot,” Hodge said of 
the sophomore from Scott Central. 


“The five sophomores that sit on 
the bench are the ones that have 
really made the difference. A couple 
of them played a lot last year and 
are not playing much this year. 
They never complained and they 
deserve the credit for holding us 


See CHAMPS, Page 3B 
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East Central Lady Warriors 


A week after winning the 
state title, East Central Community 
College’s Lady Warriors added 
another crown to their champi 
onship season by posting a 52-45 
decision over Copiah-Lincoln 
Community College in the Region 
23 Tournament finals held at 
Mississipp! College in Clinton, 

With the win, the Lady 
Warriors, who improved 29-2 under 
third-year head coach Brad Hodge, 
became the first women’s basketball 
team in school history to capture 
state and region titles m the same 
season and just the second EC team 
to accomplish the feat. The 1952-53 
Warrior basketball squad won the 
state and region titles and finished 
fourth in the NJCAA Tournament. 

East Central will now set 
its sights on a national title by com 
peting in the NJCAA Women’s 


Basketball Tournament scheduled 
March 16-20 in Salina, Kansas. The 
bracket for the 16-team tournament 
will be announced later in the week. 
Pnor to beginning NJCAA tourmna- 
ment action, the Lady Warriors will 
be on hand to see former Lady 
Warrior head coach Lucille Wood 
be inducted in the NJCAA Women’s 
Basketball Coaches Hall of Fame 
during a ceremony scheduled March 
15. Wood led her Lady Warriors to 
four state championships and 
numerous division titles during her 
28-year coaching career. 

The Lady Warriors got off to a 
slow start against Co-Lin - a team 
they defeated twice in regular sea- 
son -and trailed 8-1 in the early 
going unti! a baseline jumper by 
Britney Burks of Scott Central gave 
EC the lead for good at 11-10 with 
just under nine minutes remaining 





before halftime. The Lady Warriors 
stretched their advantage to 30-2) at 
the break and later enjoyed its 
biggest lead of the game at 38-28 
with 12:31 left in the contest. The 
Lady Wolves rallied to cut the 
deficit to 46-42 with just over two 
minutes remaining, but a key basket 
by Rita Birden, a product of St. 
Fredrick High School in Monroe, 
La., and a pair of free throws each 
from Knsten Chaney of Newton 
County and Kotreece Bender of 
Newton during the game’s final 70 
seconds clinched the victory. 

Chaney was the leading 
scorer for East Central with 14 
points and was named to the All- 
Region 23 Tournament Team along 
with Kimyatta Viverette of Lake. 
Viverette had only three points on 
the scoreboard but made a key 
rebound late in the contest to main- 
tain possession for the Lady 
Warriors. Other scorers were 
Bender and Lenore Gray of Newton, 
seven cach; Birden and Kim Cox of 
Lake, six each; Burks, four; 
Monique Overstreet of South 
Leake, three; and India Backstrom 
of Neshoba Central, two. 

Renee Fields of Magee had 
14 points to Jead Co-Lin, which fell 
to 19-9. 

ECCC 92, NORTHEAST 67 

The Lady Warriors cruised 
to an easy victory over the sixth- 
ranked Lady Tigers in semi-final 
action on March 3, Lenore Gray led 
EC with 30 points, Also scoring 
were Kim Cox, 11;  Kimyatta 
Viverette and Kotreece Bender, 10 
each; Kristin Chaney and Rita 
Birden, eight each; Monique 
Overstreet, six; Roxana Kogers of 
and India Backstrom, two. 

Marquetia Thomas of 
Jackson had 25 points to lead 
Northeast, whigh fell to 20-4. 

East Central held a 45-26 
advantage at the break. 
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Lady Warriors win a Resins 23 title 
East Central Community*College’s Lady Warriors celebrate their 52-45 victory over 
Copiah-Lincoln Community College for the Region 23 Tournament title Thursday night at 
Mississippi College. With the win, the 29-2 Lady Warriors — who.won the state title a week ear- 
lier- earned a berth in the NJCAA Women's Basketball Tournament scheduled March 16-20 in 


Salina, Kansas, (EC Photo) 





Lake’s Kimyatta Viverette chosen to 
All-Region 23 team 
East Central Community College freshman. Kristin 
Chaney, a product of Newton County High School, and soph- 
amore Kimyatta Viverette of Lake were named to the All- 
Region 23 Tournament Team following the Lady Warriors’ 52- 
45 win over Copiah-Lincoln Community College for the region 


championship Thursday night at Mississippi College. (EC 
tae? 3 


ECCC 66, DELTA 53 

The Lady Warriors began 
Region 23 Tournament competition 
by knocking off Mississippi Delta 
Community College on March 5. 

Lenore Gray had 13 points 
to lead East Central, Other point 
makers were Kristin Chaney, 11; 
Kimyatta Viverette, Kotreece 
Bender and Rita Birden, nine each; 
India Backstrom, seven: Kim Cox, 


four; Monique Overstreet, three; 
and Miranda Rosar of Neshoba 


Central, one. 

Lawanda Stewart of 
Leland had 14 points to lead Delta, 
which dropped to 16-10. 

The Lady Warriors led 38- 


27 at intermission. 


| ) rally in support of East Central Community College’s Lady Warriors who are preparing for 
petition inthe NJCAA Women’s Basketball Tournament will be held at 6 p.m. Thursday, March 11 in the Brackeen 


| The Lady Warnors, winners of the Region 23 and State tournaments, will leave Saturday moming for the} 
national tournament, which is scheduled March 16-20. in Salina, Kansas. East Central sports a 29-2 record under] 
third-year head coach Brad Hodge: The public is invited to attend the pep rally. Fundraising efforts are also under 
way to help send the Lady Warriors to thé national contest. For more information contact Terry Underwood, at 
etic director/head football coach, Phone 635-211 1.orcall.toll free, 1-877-462-3222, ext. 244. The email address is 


| cunderwood@ eccc.edu. 
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ECCC heac ed to national tourne ?, 


from staff reports 

The East Central Community College ; 
Lady Warriors will be making their 
second appearance in the NJCAA 
Women's Division | National Champi- 
onship Tournament in the last four 
years, March 16-20, al Salina, Kan. 

ECCC went two and out in 2001 after 
losing by one point to eventual National 

| Champion Cloud 
: County (Kan.) in the 
" : opening round. 
~ yyco. oF Copiah-Lincoln 
 atepook also went two and 
ee out in the 2002 Juco 
Blast. Pearl River 
went 1-2 last year. 
? The Lady Wildcats 
lost their first game, won their second, 
then dropped their third contest. _ 

The banquet in which former ECCC 
women's basketball coach Lucille Wood 
will be inducted into the NJCAA Hall of 
Fame is set for March 15. A limited 
number of tickets are available for $20 
per person, lene 

Game times at the Bicentennial 
Center on March 16 are 10 a.m., noon, 
2p.m., 4p.m., 6:15 p.m., and 8:15 p.m. 
with opening ceremonies slated for 6 
p.m. Five games will be played March 
+7, six on March 18, five on March 19, 
and four on March 20. Tickets are $10 
she admission for each day with a 
$40 tournament pass available as well. 

Gulf Coast (Fla.) Community College 
is the defending champion. 

— Marty Stamper 
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ECCC’s 994 wins are a new 


school record. The Lady War-. 


riors take a 22-game win streak 
to Kansas, 

Three Rivers comes inwwith 
a 26-5 mark. The teams have 
one common opponent — 
Northeast Mississippi Commu- 
nity College. 
defeated Three Rivers 96-87 in 
Booneville on Feb. 12, while 
ECCC steamrolled Northeast 
92-67 in the Region 23 semifi- 
nals at Clinton last Wednesday. 

“You can count on me being 
back on the phone with (North- 
east) coach: (Ricky) Ford in the 
morning,” Hodge said late 


Wednes ay afternoon, “I'll try 


to get some ideas and some 
tips. He’s definitely on our side 
to help us out. At this point in 


the game, we'll take all the help 


we. can get.” 

Ford has already sent 
Hodge a tape of the Feb. 12 
contest with the Lady Raiders. 

“We've played similar oppo- 
nents and although the game 
with Northeast was an excep- 
tional game on our behalf, at 
this stage of the game, we're 


Northeast. 


seed University 
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peghahis going ‘to go head-to- 


d equally,” Hodge said. 
The ECCC-Three Rivers 


winner will play the winner of 


second-seeded Gulf Coast 
Community College of Panama 
City, Fla., and 15th-seeded Lake 
Region State College, N.D. The 
losers from those two contests 
will pair off as well. 

In other games on Tuesday, 
top-seeded Trinity Valley Com- 
munity College, Texas (32-0) 
plays 16th-seed Gadsden State, 
Ala. (26-5) at 8:15 p.m., second- 
seed Gulf Coast (31-1) and 
15th-seed Lake Region State 
(24-8) tangle at 4 p.m,, third- 
of Arkansas- 
Fort Smith (29-3) clashes with 


14th-seed Louisburg College, 


N.C. (20-3) at 10 a.m. and No. 6 
Hiwassee College, Tenn. (28-2) 
plays No. 11 Weatherford Col- 
lege, Texas (24-9) at noon. 
First-round games contaue 

on Wednesday with No, 8 

cennes University, Ind. (27-4) 
taking on No. 9 Western 


Nebraska Community College 


(28-5) at noon and No. 5 South- 
eastern Illinois College (28-5) 
playing No. 12 Central Arizona 
College (30-2) at 2 p.m. 
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IN GOING UP 
East Central Community College's Lenore Gray (21) goes up for a shot in front of a Northeast defender, as Lady 
Warriors’ teammate Rita Birden (25) watches on. ECCC will play in the women’s NJCAA basketball cham Plonenie 
tournament in Salina, Kan., next week. ECCC opens with Three Rivers on Tuesday. 
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ECCC enters as 10th seed 


By Marty Stamper 
EMG sports assistant 
DECATUR — Brackets were set for the NJCAA Divi- 
_sion | Women’s National Championship Tournament 
Wednesday with the Region 23 champion East Central 
ne ma College Lady Warriors chosen for the No. 
10 seed, 
Play gets under way Tuesday at the Bicentennial 
Center in Salina, Kan. 
ECCC, 29-2, will take on seventh-seeded Three Rivers 
(Mo.) Community College in first-round play Tuesday at 


p.m 

“I like the 10 seed because of our practice time on 
Monday,” ECCC head coach Brad Hodge said. “If we 
were No. 7, we would be practicing at 3:30-4:00 (p.m.) 
and that puts a rush on us the rest of the day. Now we 
can get a little more organization and not sit around and 
get anxious. 

“I like where we're at. We're going to play some- 
body and that shows what the association feels about us. 
We’ re going to just try to take advantage of the game 
we're in.” 

See ECCC : 
Page C3 . 





NICAA Women $ Tourney n's Tourney —_ | 


March 16-20 
at Salina, Kansas 
Tuesday's Games 
10 a.m. — University of Arkansas-Fort Smith (29- is vs. 
weeps f N.C. (20-3) 
Noon — Hiwassee, Tenn. (28-2) vs. Weatherford, Texas 
4-9) 


2 p.m. — East Central (29-2) vs. Three Rivers, Mo. (26-5) 

4 p.m. — Gulf Coast, Fla. (31-1) vs. Lake Region State, 

N.D. (24-8) 

6:15 p.m, — Trinity Valley, Texas (32-0) vs. Gadsden 

State, Ala. (26-5) 

8:15 p.m. — Seward, Kan. (31-3) vs. So. Idaho (26-6) 
Wednesday's Games 

eg — Vincennes, Ind. (27-4) vs.. Western Nebraska 

es .m. — Central Arizona (30-2) vs. Southeastern Illinois 

4p. ra — based on Tuesday's results 

6 p.m. — based on Tuesday's results 

8 p.m. — based on Tuesday's results 

Tickets are $10 per day general admission. Tournament 

passes are available for $40. 








For the second time in 
four years, the East Central 
Community 
College Lady 
Warriors will be Stamper 
participating in 
the NJCAA Division... | 
Women’s National Champ- 
ionship Basketball Tourna- 
ment. 

A3-0 run in the Region 23 
Tournament at Mississippi 
College last week secured the 
trip to Salina, Kan, 

Sixteen teams from across 
the country will be partici- 
peu in the pace Blast at the 


Lady Warri oe. 





* EC 66, Mississippi 
Delta 53: The ‘Lady Warriors 
opened the tournament with 
the 13-point win on March 1. 

EC used a 21-7 run mid- 
way through the first half to 
turn a 10-9 deficit into a 30-17 
lead. with five minutes 
remaining in the first half. 

Kimyatta Viverette and 
Kotreece Bender converted 
5 hag three-point 

ie early in the run as the 
Warriors began to dis- 
tance themselves from Delta. 

Before the run ended, Rita 
Birden hit two baskets and a 
pair. of free throws, India 
Backstrom scored twice from 
close range, and Kristin 

buried a 3-pointer. 

EG, 27-2, led by as many 

as 14 points before taking a 
38-27 lead into the break. 

Delta got to within nine 
points on a 3-pointer from 
Camille Norwood with 15:13 
to go, but the Lady Warriors 
kept the Lady Trojans off the 
scoreboard for the next 4:06 as 
yap e425 upped their lead to 53-36. 

took its s PASSE lead at 
66-46 on basket by 


Viverette. ‘Delta scored the . 


e's final tat ints. 


ranked 17th nationally, slapped 
Northeast around from the 
start as they scored the game's 
first 14 points. In the run, Gray 
scored at will in the lane:and 
Bender and Chaney each 


buried a 3-pointer. 


“That was a good start,” 
EC head coach Brad Hodge 
said. “It helped take a little 
pressure off the offense and 
our defense.” 

The Lady Warriors led by 
as many as 19 points in the 
first half as they took a 45-26 
lead into halftime. 

Northeast’s inside game 
was thought by many .to, be 
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: Malcolm XW) (26-5)Vicennes.. 
8 — (ind) (26-4) winner 
3) 32-0 Seward County sat odg 
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the Lady tie SuOHE suit, 
but Gray and Viverette dom- 
inated the paint, especially in 
the first half. Gray finished 
with 30 points, 10 rebounds, 
and five steals, | while 
Viverette had 10 points, 12 
rebounds, and three assists. 

“This team is competitive 
enough we don’t have to step - 
up and do the challenging,” 
Hodge said. “In fact, there 
wasn AS much motivation to 
give up toda 

they tee ry a een tive 
and are a fun group to be 
around, They stepped up ina 
big situation.” 
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EC got 13 points from 
Lenore Gray, 11 from Chaney, 
nine each from Viverette, 
Bender, and Birden, and 
seven from Backstrom, 
Viverette also had _ six 
rebounds and three blocks. 
Gray had nine rebounds and 
Birden had seven. 

Delta, 16-10, got 14 points 
from Lawanda Stewart. 

* EC 92, Northeast 67: 
The Lady Warriors led by as 
many as 38 points in crush- 
ing sixth-ranked Northeast 
Mississippi on March 3. 

The 28-2 Lady Warriors, 
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Headed to the Big Show 
EC freshman Kristin Chaney shoots from the lane in a 92- 
67 rout of sixth-ranked Northeast. Photo by Marty Stamper. 
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Region 23 Champions 
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next stop... Kansas 


East Central Community College’s Lady Warriors won the Region 23 champion- 
ship last week at Clinton. The Lady Warriors leave for Salina, Kan., and the 
NJCAA Division | Women’s National Championship Tournament Saturday. 
Brackets will be drawn today. EC will play its first game either March 16 or 17. 


Photo by Marty Stamper. 


Gray had 25 points in the 
first half and five other Lady 
Warriors hit at least one’ 3- 
point basket. 

Leading 59-33 with 13:52 
remaining, the Lady Warriors 
scored 23 of the next 36 
points to go up 82-46 with 
5:55 left. Hodge cleared his 
bench at that point and 
Northeast scored 21 of the 
final 31 points to leave with 
some measure of dignity. 

EC also got 11 points from 
Kim Cox; 10 points from 
Bender; eight points, four 
and three steals from 
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=x elvan: from Monique 


aaa: 20-4, got 25 
peimts from Midrqucti> 
Thomas and 15 from Ashley 
ames. 

* BC 52, Copiah-Lincoln 
—— # recon! wasn't 

pretest of their 29 wins, 
—— 32-45 ey 

seer (Copiah-Lincoin 
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chance. They controlled the 
tempo of the game, and we 
couldn’t ever make shots to get 
into some full-court pressure. 

“Fortunately our defense 
was able to survive.” 

EC struggled on the offen- 
sive end for nearly six minutes 
to start the game, having only 
a Viverette free throw to show 
for their efforts. 

The good news was that 
Co-Lin led by only 8-1. 

Gray got EC’s first basket 
on a putback with 14:14 left 
in the half. After Co-Lin went 
up 10-3 on a basket by 

Travalyn Smith, the Lady 
Warriors reeled» off 12 unan- 
swered points to grab a lead 
they would not relinquish. 

Cox had a basket and. two 
free throws during the run, 
with Britney Burks’ baseline 
jumper putting EC up for 
good at 11-10 with 8:42 to go 
in the half. After a layup by 
Birden, Burks scored on 
another baseline jumper for a 
15-10 lead. 

“The five sophomores that 
sit on the bench are the ones 
that have really made the dif- 
ference,” Hodge said. “A cou- 
ple of them played a lot last 
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five sophomores.” 

In addition to Burks, oth- 
ers in that quintet are 
Ebone’e Leverette, Monique 
Overstreet, Hope Murray, 
and Miranda Rosar. 

EC led 30-21 at halftime. 

EC grabbed its biggest 
lead of the game at 38-28 
with 12:31 remaining on a 
putback by Bender. 

Co-Lin got to within 41-37 
with seven minutes left. 

A 3-pointer from the top 
of the key by Overstreet and 
a double-pump layup from 
Chaney extended EC’s lead 
to 46-37 with 4:40 to go. 

Co-Lin battled back to 
within 46-42 on a pair of free 
throws from Renee Fields 
with 2:01 left, but a basket by 
Birden and two éree throws 
each from Chaney and 
Bender over the final 1;14 
clinched the region crown. 

EC got 14 points from 
Chaney; seven points, 11 
rebounds and two steals 
from Gray; seven points and 
seven rebounds from Bender; 
six points and seven 
rebounds from Birden; six 
points and two blocks from 
Cox; eight Tebx sands, tw 
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__ Northeast, which lost three of its 
last four games after a 19-1 start, got 


25 points. from Marquetia Thomas — 


_ and 15 from Ashley Jones. 

_* East Central 66, Mississippi 
Delta 53: The final score wasn’t near- 
ly indicative of how the Lady War- 
rors played in their quarterfinal 
matchup last Monday night. 

East Central was up by 20 points 
before Delta scored the final seven 
points. 

| The Lady Warriors traded baskets 
with Delta for the first few minutes, 
but went on a 21-7 spurt to go up by 
double digits. It was 38-27 at half. 
tume, and the Lady Trojans were able 
to get no closer than nine points dur- 
ing the second half. 

Gray had 13 points and nine 
rebounds and Chaney scored 11 to 
lead ECCC’s balanced _ attack. 
Viverette, Birden and Bender all 
scored nine points, and former Nesho- 
ba Central standout India Backstrom 
tallied seven. 

Birden also grabbed seven 
rebounds, while Viverette had six 
boards and three blocked shots. 
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What a week for 


Kast Central women claim 
Region 23 championship, 
prepare for national tourney 





il ee a 


By ROCKY HIGGINBOTHAM 
Sports Editor 


Simply put, Brad Hodge had legit- 
imate wornes that his East Central 
Community College women's team 
might not be able to keep its momen- 
tum for a second straight week head- 
ing into the NJCAA Region 23 Bas- 
ketball Tournament. 

But the Lady Warriors, fresh off 
their first state-title winning 
performance in 25 years, put 
those worries to rest with 
three more wins in a four- 
day stretch. 

East Central stormed 
through the Region 23 tour- 
ney at the A.E. Wood Coli- 
seum at Mississippi College | 
in Clinton, smoking nation- | 
ally-ranked Northeast Mis- 
sissippi and two other oppo- 
nents on its way to clinching 
a berth in the upcoming 
national tournament. 

The Lady Warriors, who 
have now won 22 straight 
games, opened Region 23 
play with a 66-53 victory 
over Mississippi Delta last 
Monday, In Wednesday's [ =. 
much-anticipated show- | 
down with sixth-ranked * 
Northeast, East Central 
rolled to a 92-67 victory: 
then won the title by gutting out a 52- 
45 win over Copiah-Lincoln in Thurs- 
day's championship game. 

“I think it’s a real tribute to these 
girls and the chemistry this team has,” 
Hodge said of the Lady Warriors, who 
eerowed ic loz 29-2 and qualified for the 





17th in the nation in nthe most meaty 
available poll, will learn today when it 
will play in the national tournament in 
Salina. Kan. — a place where Missis- 
sipp: teams traditionally have not 
fared well. 








Chaney 








| wade: were literal . 
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jumper potting the Lady Warriors 
ahead for good. 

“They controlled the tempo,” 
Hodge said of Co-Lin, which fell for 
the third time to ECCC and. finished 
19-9. “They did what they had to do to 
give themselves a chance. I've really 
got to give it to our girls and our 
defensive effort.” 

By halftime, East Central was up 
30-21. And although Co-Lin got with- 


in four pomts on two separate occa- 


sions in the second half (41- 
37 and 46-42), the Lady 
| Warriors got free throws 
| from Kotreece Bender and 
| Kristen Chaney down the 
Stretch to seal the win. 

Chaney finished with 14 
porits, while Lenore Gray 
had seven points and 11 
rebounds. Bender also had 
seven points, Rita Birden 
had six points and seven 
boards and  Kimyatta 
Viverette yanked down eight 
rebounds, 

Renee Fields led Co-Lin 
| with 14 points. Travalyn 
Smith scored 12 and Gloria 
Lewis 10. 

* East Central 92, 


"| Northeast Mississippi 67: 


' There were tons of people 
hoping for a matchup of 
these two nationally-ranked 

teams the previous week in the 
MACIC State Tournament on North- 
east's home floor. 

But the sixth-ranked Lady Tigers 
were upset in an early-round state 
tourney game, and ECCC coasted to 
the state pain eae By last 






eg o 


“There wasn t much motivation te 
give this group.” Hodge said. “This 
feam 1s competitive enough ... we did- 
n't have to challenge them.” 


Lady 


Warriors! 


“Hopefully, we can go out there 
and get on a favorable side of the 
bracket ... anything can happen,” 
Hodge said. “What this team has done 
in the past couple of weeks is pretty 
amazing.” 

ECCC will be one of 16 teams in 
the national tourney, and will be mak- 
ing its second se in four 
years. 

Traditional power Co-Lin, which 
made the trip to Kansas in 2002, did 
its best to knock off ECCC in last 
Thursday's finals. 

The Lady Wolves slowed the 
tempo to their liking and were up 10- 
3 deep into the first half. But East 
Central scored the next 12 points to 
take a 15-),0 lead, with Britney Burks’ 


~The result was a 14-0 run to sta 
the game, which quickly turned into a 
blowout. The Lady Warriors led 45-26 
at halftime and were up by as many as 
38 points before itwas over. Northeast 
outscored East Central 21-10 after 
Hodge emptied his bench — but was 
still beaten by 25 points. 
“What a start,” he said. “It helped 





take a little pressure off the offense 


and our defense.” 

Lenore Gray, who had 25 points in 
the first half alone, wound up with 30 
points, 10 rebounds and five steals to 
pace ECCC. Kim Cox tallied 11 
points, Viverette had 10 points and 12 
rebounds and Bender also scored 10. 

Chaney and Birden chipped in 
eight points each and Monique Over- 
street scored Six. 

See ECCC, page 4B 
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East Central coach guides team to best season ever 
By Marty Stamper/EMG sports assistant 


March 13, 2004 





DECATUR — Brad Hodge's third year as head women's basketball coach at East Central 
Community College has been one of absolute pleasure and one that has set a high 
News Sion: standard for future Lady Warrior teams to live up to. 


After going 14-11 and 15-11 in his first two seasons as head coach at ECCC, Hodge has 
led the 2003-04 team to a 29-2 record heading into the NJCAA Division | Women's 
National Basketball Championship Tournament next week at Salina, Kan. — 


The 29 wins set a school record and the current team is the first at ECCC to win both 
_— MACJC state and Region 23 Tournaments in the same year. 


Hodge came to ECCC after serving as an assistant men’s coach at Northeast Louisiana 
University (now UL-Monroe). NLU qualified for the Southland Conference Tournament 
both of his seasons there. 


In fact, Hodge may be one of former ECCC men’s basketball coach Jay Bowen's greatest 
contributions to the school. 


“| was fortunate enough that! ran into Jay Bowen late in the school year one year while ne 
was in Monroe recruiting,” Hodge said. “! was at a stage where we were ready to make a 
move so | could get back out and do some recruiting. 


“East Central created a position as a dual assistant for men and women. Jay brought me 
over and introduced me to (former women’s) coach (Sammy) Pace and | fell in love with 
East Central. 


“| was very fortunate that coach Pace offered me the job," Hodge added “The two years 
had working with those two guys were tremendous. They have a lot of ¢Ferer . 
got to learn from both. It was a fantastic experience, and | wouldnt trace worenmcs wt 
those two guys for anything.” 


—— = 
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Hodge deflects much of the credit away from himself for this years soccess 

“I've just been very fortunate,” Hodge said. “I've got 2 good acmw=sT=ater Pet "> 
support me as a head coach. | know | made a /ot of mrstakes Ga>y om tut Dey 
learn from those mistakes and gain some maturity 


“You're only as good as your administration. and f stats a Me me we Bot 900d people 


http. mendianstar.com/MERIDIANSTAR/myarticles.asp?P=6385 | 3425=S#42?ae(D=10081 3/13/04 
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“The botines lime ss we re successful because we've got good pieyers " Hodoe aocec “is 
@ great high schoo! distnct that we have for women's basketball. | ve }arnec one Tung 
East Central is very friendly. The community loves East Central Communry Colleoe anc 
that makes my job a lot easier to go out and know were very well-supported 


“Most of these kids don't look to go elsewhere. They know they can come to East Centra! 
and be taken care of, and it’s a good program. That makes my job in the recruiting 
process so much easier. 


“We're only as good as our district. When your roster has to come 80 percent from your 
district, you have to have good area players. | truly believe in taking care of these district 
players first and giving them the opportunity to play at East Central." 


Most of his roster came from successful high school programs. 


“They've come here prepared,” Hodge said. “For example, we asked them in the state 
championship game how many of them had been in a state championship game 
sometime before and three-quarters of them raised their hand. They came from good 
programs with good coaching in the high school setting. 


“Some of them were not quite ready to make that move, but they knew they could come 
here and get better and get more experience at the college level. 


“It's a good program they can come in and enjoy and get the opportunity to get exposed. It 
they had gone elsewhere, they may not have that opportunity.” 


Hodge also served as assistant men’s coach at Athens State College. In his two years 
there, Athens won 38 games and reached the Southern District semifinals both years. 


Hodge graduated from Russeliville (Ala.) High School, received a bachelor’s degree at 
Athens State, attended the University of Alabama-Huntsville, and completed his master’s 
degree at UL-Monroe. 


“A lot of my success has to do with coach Mike Vining hiring me and giving me the 
opportunity at Louisiana-Monroe and coach Harold Murrell opened the door for me at 
Athens State when he didn't have to,” Hodge said. “Those are two fantastic coaches that 
are championship coaches. They gave me an opportunity when nobody else would, and | 
have to give them a lot of credit.” 


Hodge is married to the former Alida Jones of Decatur, Ala. She is a counselor and 
assistant fast-pitch softball coach at Neshoba Central High School. 


© 2003 The Meridian Star Ail Rights Reserved. 
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LOCAL SPORTS) 


JUCO hoops awards dished out 
from staff reports 





March 13, 2004 





| Several area women and men have been selected to the MACJC all-state and all-Region 
nee 23 basketball teams for 2003-04. 


Area men chosen all-state are South Division Freshman of the Year Milton Collins of 
Jones, second team all-North Division Calvin Moore and Boo Ramsey of East Mississippi, 
and second team all-South Division John Gray, Shedrick Kirk, and Tim Broomfield of 
Jones. 


Named to the women's ail-South Division first team are Kristin Chaney and Lenore Gray 
——- from East Central, Natalie Jordan from Jones, and Danielle Cooper from Meridian and 
Business Directory second teamers Kimyatta Viverette and Rita Birden of East Central. 
Chaney, Gray, and Viverette were also named all-Region 23. 


tio — school reports 


Neddinas Gardner's team one win short 


Shelton State Community College in Tuscaloosa, Ala., lost 84-75 to Northwest Shoals 
Community College in the finals of the Region 22 Tournament on March 7. 


Former West Lauderdale standout Kristina Gardner had three points and three rebounds 
as the Lady Bucs finished their season with a 23-8 mark. 


For the year, Gardner averaged 5.7 points and 3.5 rebounds. She had a high-scoring 
game of 15 points against Columbia (Tenn.) State and scored in double figures eight 
times as a freshman. 


For the year, she made 73.6 percent (39-of-53) of her free throws and 32 3 percent (57-0 
158) of her field goal attempts. She also had 18 assists and 11 steals 
Gardner had 13 points and seven rebounds in the Lady Bucs’ 64-52 Region 22 semrina 


win over Bevill State. 


— Marty Stamper 


lad 
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ECCC to host benefit tourney 


A three-person scramble is scheduled for April 17 at Decatur Country Club as a fundraiser 
for the East Central Community College football program. 


Entry fee is $75 per team with tee-off time set for 9:30 a.m. 


Plaques will be presented to first-place winners in each flight. Door prizes will also be 
awarded and lunch will be provided. Closest-to-the-hole and longest drive competitions 
are also scheduled. Mulligans will be available for purchase. . 
For more information contact coach Tim Coats, East Central Community College, P.O. 
Box 129, Decatur, MS, 39327, Phone 635-2111 or call toll free, 1-877-462-3222, ext. 290. 
The email address Is tcoats@eccc.edu. 


— school reports 


Welcome back 


Chris Moffett stepped back on the mound at Scaggs Field for the first time in almost two 
years on Tuesday afternoon in a doubleheader against Wabash Valley. Moffett had 
missed all of last season and part of this season after shoulder surgery. 


“It felt great to get back out there and pitch an inning,” Moffett said after pitching one 
scoreless inning against Wabash Valley. “My team has been behind me and showed a lot 
of support along with my parents.” 


The former Clarkdale standout pitched the final inning in the second of the doubleheader 
and recorded two strikeouts. MCC head coach Mike Federico admires his sophomore 
right handers work ethic. 

“He is such a great young man and he has battled through this whole thing with great 
class, "Federico said. “It is great to have him back and he has worked so hard to get to this 
point.” 


Moffett’s father, Cotton, who pitched for the Eagles in 1974, said it was good to see his 
son back on the mound. 


“No words can describe this,” Cotton said. “Chris has worked so hard and been through sc 
much and this is one of the proudest days as a father for me.” 


— Robby Atkinson 
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Freshmen on the East Central Community College women's Seo team for 2003-04 are (abaied from le ef) <rystal Hunter 
Rogers, Lake, Kotroeca Bender, Newow; Amanda LaGaze A Te cacaeh ar ican Goniatroet nero 
Brad Hodge serves as head coach and Lacole Brooks is his assistant. 
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Freshmen on the East Central Community ( 
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men’s aduatia wae nuee al nade danbe ened eee 


Brent Blackwell, Nanih Waiya: Joe Agee, Heidelberg; and Tawon Walker, heen Cv srg fo row Lov, or: 


Shaun Daugherty, Choctaw Central; Ryan Hudson, Louisville; Lorenzo White, 
Smith serves as sg coach and Kevin MeGhee is his assistant. 
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Sophomores on the East Central Community College men’s basketball team for 2003-04 are (seated from left) Stephen Dyess, Northeast 
Lauderdale; Al Wilis, Newton County; Dewayne Hughes, Sebastopol; and Jamaal Martin, Northeast Lauderdale; and (standing from left) 
Desmond Jones, Neshoba Central; Tobios Darden, Lafayette (Ala.) High School; Neil Tadlock, Lake; and Tellas Burnside, Philadelphia. Billy 
Smith serves as head coach and Kevin McGhee is his assistant. 
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By Marty Stamper 


ECCC gets strong sendoff 


EMG sports assistant M 

DECATUR — For many, Thursday night’s pep rally 
to help send the East Central Community College Lady 
Warriors off to the NJCAA Division [ Women’s National 
Championship Tournament in Salina, Kan., was their 
first chance to see the team since it won both the 
MACIC state and Region 23 tournaments over the last 
two weeks, 

And they were more than willing to let the Lady 
Warriors know how proud they are of their numerous 
accomplishments this season. . | 

Not only were the Lady Warriors honored, but so was 
former ECCC women’s basketball coach Lucille Wood, 
who will be inducted into the NJCAA Women’s Basket- 
ball Hall of Fame Monday at Salina. 

“It's unreal,” said ECCC president Dr. Phil Sutphin. 
“The heritage that you see on these (championship) 
banners is the responsibility of Lucille Wood. And for 
her to be inducted into the Hall of Fame is fabulous. 

“This started a long time ago with a person who has 
meant a great deal to East Central women’s basketball 
and basketball in Mississippi — Lucille Wood,” Sut- 
phin added. “Then for the team to be there to share that 
with her— yan a don't get any better than that. 

“| hope they have a real successful trip. It's a once-in- 
a-lifetime opportunity and it’s a real special group of 
young ladies. For all the records they've achieved — 
winning the South Division, winning the state, and win- 
ning the region — it’s just fabulous. There's only one 
more to go.” | 

The 29-2 Lady Warriors have also set a school record 
for wins in a season. Their current 3.1 team grade point 
average gives them a shot of reaching their goal of 
National Academic Team of the Year as well. 





PHOTO BY PAULA MERRITT / THE MERIDIAN STAR 
PEPPY PERFORMANCE 

East Central Community College's cheerleaders 

perform at a pep rally the for the Lady Warriors bas- 

ketball team on Thursday. 


ECCC third-year coach Brad Hodge was impressed 
with the turnout, especially with the pep rally coming 
one day before the school lets out for spring break. 

See ECCC 
Page C6 
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PHOTO BY PAULA MERRITT / THE MERIDIAN STAR 


RALLYING THE TROOPS 
East Central Community College women’s basketball coach Brad Hodge addresses the crowd at the Lady 
Warriors’ pep rally on Thursday. ECCC will take on Three Rivers at 2 p.m. Tuesday in the opening round of the 


NJCAA basketball championship tournament in Salina, Kan. 
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sissippi jucos are limited to three 
out-of-state play 
ter. Midland, Northwest's open- 
ing lng has only four in- 


oeeThat a for them, but we with 


like t ; ‘Mississippi kids we get,” 





poor teams = this tournament. 
The cream has risen.” 
3 Northwest’ $ men are back i cin th the 





To ‘le any kind of a run, the 
Rangers, who reached No. 2 inthe 
national poll at one stage, will have 
to do three things, Skelton said: 

“We'll have to shoot well from. 
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have to hang in there on the 


ers on their ros- boards.” 


‘Ole Miss transfer J 
ee ee sehen 





said. “There aren’t any Green, a 


averages 11.1. Point guard Marcus 
Harris might be the Rangers’ most 
dangerous 3-point threat. 

Inside, Northwest starts 6-6 


freshman Lamar Sanders (14.3 


ppg) and 6-4 sophomore Antonio 
Shaw (11.2). 
Shaw, an undersized battler 


underneath, is the school’s all- 
time rebounding 
> aged 10.2 per game. Sanders 

1e > grabbed 7.6 rpg. 
tas haskets: and we're going to ; 


leader and aver- 


“He’s going to be great before he's 


63 guard, leads the prolific N 








{ Midland 27-6, 
Collia 





County, Texas, for the Region 5 


. champio 


nship. 

“They'll be tough,” Skelton 
anid, “The zonaa § as are 
ways good. an 
talented and putting it together at 

the right time,” 

But Skelton believes his team, 
which presses and runs like UNLV 
of old, ao make some noise with 
oo weapons. 

got a deep bench,” Sanders 
sida itteeracten wana 
can score 20, but we rely on our 
defense. When we get in troubie, 
we know we got a second group 
waiting to come in.” 
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HUTCHINSON, Kan. 
players scored in double figures 
to lead Northwest Mississippi 
Community College to a 95-80 


| Se esiral women ns, 
Lake Region State 66 
SALINA, Kan. — Kristin 





Tocradey fe the consolation 


bracket of the NJCAA men’s 


tournament. 

Northwest, 28-4, will play 
Vincennes (Ind.) today at noon 
in the consolation semis. 

The Rangers had to overcome 


17 first-half turnovers and a sev- play 


en-point second-half deficit to 
get the win against Highland. 

Northwest trailed 37-33 at 
halftime but tied the game at 65- 


65 with 10:36 left. The Rangers ¢ 


then predetis ss 
e forward An 






added 15 points each. 
Highland fell to 32-3. 
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consolation crown in OT 


From special reports 

HUTCHINSON, “Kan. — Just like 
his namesake, Jonathon “J-Lo” Loe hit 
the right note Saturday with a game- 
winning shot in his Northwest Com- 
munity College swan song. 

And it was on the biggest junior col- 
lege stage of all — the NJCAA Tour- 
nament, where the Rangers edged 
Eastern Wyoming 69-68 in overtime 
in the consolaton final or battle for 
seventh place. 


Loe, a sophomore guard from 


shot in the 


Memphis, a 6-foot jump 
lane with 7.5 secdiile & left as the 








Rangers made up 4 six-point OT 
% : ho ofthe 2000s. The 31 wins area school 


NJCAA MEN/ WOMEN 


Matt Lojeski led Eastern prune. 

23-15, with 22 points. The Lancers 

hurt themselves with 38 turnovers. 
Northwest led 33-29 at halftime. 


East Central 48 
SALINA, Kan. — East Central shot 
28.8 percent from the floor and 40 
percent from the free-throw line, 
the Lady Warriors in the sev- 
—— game of the NJCAA Tour- 
nament, 


ECCC, 31-4, placed eighth in the 
country for Region 23’s best showing | 


n,led record, but Saturday's 48 points were 





a season low. Kotreece Bender led 
ECCC with 10 points. 
Sidney Orndorff topped College of 


, wad Southera Hdaho, 267, with 13 pointe 


and 11 re 
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ECCC ready to shoot for NJCAA title 
By Marty Stamper / EMG sports assistant 


March 15, 2004 


SALINA, Kan. — In town and ready to tend to some business could well describe the East 
Central Community College Lady Warriors as they arrived for the NJCAA Division | 
Women's Basketball National Championship Tournament early Sunday afternoon. 


Joining the Lady Warnors shortly after their noonish arrival was former ECCC coach 
Lucille Wood and her traveling companions, Ann Burkes, Carol Vickers, and Roberta Holt. 
Wood will be inducted into the NJCAA Women's Basketball Hall of Fame tonight. It’s a 
fitting honor for someone involved with the jucos for 52 years. 


After leaving Decatur early Saturday afternoon, the Lady Warriors made a stop in Monroe, 
La., where they put in a two-hour practice at the University of Louisiana-Monroe. While 
there, the ECCC crew ran into former Lady Warriors Nikki LaCour and Nicole Cox, who 
played on the ULM Lady Indians team this year. Nicole's sister, Kim, is a member of the 
current ECCC squad. Nicole played on ECCC'’s last team to reach the nationals in 2001, 


We also met a couple of ULM players who just got back from the Southland Conference 
Tournament championship game and were dressed up perfectly to annoy their rival, and 
Southland Conference champion, Northwestern Louisiana. 


Sunday afternoon, the Lady Warriors practiced at St. John’s Military Schoo! in Salina — 
home of the Muleskinners. I'm not sure how long it takes to skin 2 mule. and | don't really 
care to find out. 


As for the national tournament, each Lady Warnor was asked to express woat * Meant to 
them. Here are some of their responses 


“The chance of a lifetime. That's the only way | can descrbe «°° sac soomomore Mrence 
Rosar from Neshoba Central. 


“It's a great expenence to have an opportunity to Diey fm 2 afore Dum eS" sec 
sophomore Lenore Gray from Newton 


“This tournament has created a great opportunity for us." sac “eso er ode Sacrstar 
from Neshoba Central. “We have the chance to win 2 nefonal Se moces=c “SS Se 
played in an atmosphere this big before. There are gowng to be 2 cl Of Tecvumers Ts us 


amazing.” 


“It means a lot to me,” said sophomore Monique Overstreet from South Leake ‘| nave 


i 


http: www.meridianstar.com/MERIDIANSTAR/myarticles.asp?P=638813&S=584&PubID=... 3/15/04 


never had an experience like this before.” 


“It means being one of the best teams in the nation,” said sophomore Ebone’e Leverette 
of Forest. “It gives each team the chance to separate themselves from good to best.” 


“l've never won a state championship or region championship before this year or had a 
chance to go to nationals, so this tournament means a lot to me and | hope | get a chance 
to go again next year,” said redshirt freshman Krystle Hunter from Noxapater. 


“It's a chance to show that we are the best," said sophomore Britney Burks from Scott 
Central. 


“It means a lot,” said freshman LaSaundra Harrison from Union. “It is my first time to be 
involved in national competition.” 


‘It is the highest honor,” said freshman Kristin Chaney from Newton County High School. 
“This is what you work your butt off for. It is unbelievably exciting. These are the biggest 
games | will ever play in." 

“This will give me a lot of exposure, as well as an experience of a lifetime,” said freshman 
Kotreece Bender of Newton. “As a team, | think the national tournament its just another 
challenge for us. It will be the biggest one yet, but if we face it like the family that we are, 
then we will be okay.” 

“A blessing from God to be here,” said sophomore Kimyatta Viverette of Lake. 


Know this, the Lady Warriors will be facing teams from regions not bound by the limited 
recruiting districts that Mississippi schools impose on themselves. ‘ 


several of the other teams — Louisburg, N.C., and Trinity Valley (Texas) have already 
checked into the same mote! with us. We saw the Vincennes, Ind., team at dinner Sunday 
night. 

There are some mighty tall girls in this tournament. 


Know this too. The Lady Warriors aren't going to back down. 


© 2003 The Meridian Star Al! Rights Reserved. 
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“Tt was great,” Hodge sai 
“There was great Su yport. It 


explains why we've had som 
successes. The support | 
Fast Central community Pro- 
vides 1S unbelievable.” 

One example is that the 
school needed to raise $15,000 
for the trip. Every penny Is 

for before the team 


account 
even leaves town. 


“We are one of the most 


well-supported co 


leges in the state of Mississipp! 
and tonight demonstrated th , 


Hodge said. “We had quite ‘a 
few people here to help see us 
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off. 
“In our 75th anniversary, to 


havea team to compete for the 


national championship Is some- 
thing,” Hodge added. “It’s a 
true honor for me to take these 
ladies to compete for a national 
championship. 

“You're only as good as your 
administration, and that’s a 
tribute to Dr. Sutphin. 1 also 
want to thank our fans and stu- 
dents. Because of them, this 
has become one 01 he most 
feared gymsinthe state. 

“It’s an honor for us to rep- 
resent East Central, the East 
Central district, and the state 
of Mississippi. Our goal is to 
represent them well.” , 
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EMG sports assistant 
SALINA. Kan. — Enough already. 
Enough of the waiting, the bus 
riding, the hoursofpracticing. _ 
East Central Community College's 
. 10th-seeded Lady 
SH 8=6s- Warriors (29-2) take 
wa _ the court today at Z 
- 4. p.m. in the Bicen- 
& tennial Center when 
— they put a 22-game 
win streak on the 
| line in a first-round 
livision | Women’s National 
mpionship game against the sev- 
enth-seeded Lady Raiders (26-5) of 
eae Rivers (Mo.) Community Col- 
ege. | 
The game can be heard locally on 
WZKR (103.3 FM). | 
The two have one common oppo- 
nent this season — Northeast Missis- 
sippi Community College. The Lady 
Warriors led by as many as 38 points in 
whipping Northeast 92-67 in the 
Region 23 Tournament at Clinton on 
March 3. Northeast defeated Three 
Rivers 96-87 on Feb. 12 at Booneville. 
Three Rivers led 47-40 at halftime 
before getting outscored 56-40 in the 
second half... : 
“They can shoot it really well,” said 
ECCC third-year head coach Brad 
Hodge of the Lady Raiders, who are 
shooting 49.7 percent. “They're prob- 
ably the most fundamentally sound 
team in the half-court offense we've 
faced all year. Re 
“They re a well-coached team, and 
they beat Moberly (Area Community 
College) by 30 (82-52) in the Region 16 
championship game, so they've got to 
be doing something right,” Hodge 
added. “Obviously, we've got to take 
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care of our business and try to 
get a full-court game for 40 min- 
utes and take advantage of our 
speed and quickness. If we can. 
do that, it would»be to our 
advantage. 

“If it's a halfcourt game, 
we're not afraid of that either, 
but we definitely want to try to 
take them out of their game.” 

Top players for Three Rivers 
are 5-foot-6 sophomore guard 
Jessica Wilson (13.2 ppg), 5- 
foot-7 sophomore guard Ashley 
Williams (12.9 ppg), 5-foot-7 
sophomore. guard Bliss 
Roberson (12.6 ppg), 5-foot-10 
sophomore guard Nicole Rivers 
(10.0 ppg, 5.7 rpz), 6foot 
freshman center Emma Led- 
waba (9.2 ppg,.7.0: rpg) from 
Cape Town, South Africa and 6 
foot-3 sophomore center Vic- 
toria. Richards (8.9 ppg, 7.2 
rpg). 

Leading the Lady Warriors 
are 6-foot-1 sophomore Lenore 
Gray (12.9 ppg, 8.0 rpg), 5-foot- 
4 freshman. Kristin Chaney 
(10.8 ppg, 3.4 rpg, 2.4 apg), & 
foot sophomore Kimyatta 
Viverette (8.9 ppg, 6.7 rpg), 5- 
foot-9 sophomore Rita Birden 
(9.8 rpg), 5-foot-9 freshman 
Kotreece Bender (7.6 ppg, 3.2 
rpg), 5-foot-i] sophomore 
Monique Overstreet (4.2 ppg, 
2.0 rpg), 5foot-10. freshman 
India Backstrom (4.1 ppg, 3.0 
rpg), and 5-foot-7 freshman Kim 
Cox (4.0 ppg). 

Head coach Jack Childress 
is in his 11th year at Three 
Rivers with a 233-106 record 
over that span. | 

“We've got a little bit of infor- 
mation on them,” Childress 
said of the Lady Warriors. “It 
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‘sounds like they're a very tal- 





ented team. We're looking for- 

ward to playing them. It'll be a 

challenge. | know we're going 

to have to have our ‘A’ game to 

play them. They beat Northeast 

pretty good and we lost to them» 
down there. [don’t feel like we 
played our best game (at North- 

east). We're playing a little bit 

better now, but who knows? 

“When we throw it up, we're 
going to find out,” Childress 
added. “I know that Chaney’s ,- 
am awful good player, and I — 
know that Gray is an awful good 
player. Dean Randall Lee (a 
Beulah Hubbard grad. and 
former ECCC. student and 
dean) works at Three Rivers. 
In fact, Chaney goes to the 
same church as him (at Little 
Rock), so we've got some 
common ground there.” 

Three Rivers is ranked fifth ~ 
in the NJCAA in free-throw per- 
centage at 69.2 percent, 

Two of the Lady Raiders’ 
biggest wins this season have 
come against fifth-seeded 
Southeastern Illinois College. 
Three Rivers won 84-73. at 
Poplar Bluff, Mo., on Dec. 1 and 
whipped the Lady Falcons 82-57 
at Harrisburg, Ill., on Feb, 23. 

The Lady Raiders’ other 
losses have come to Coffeyville 
(Kan.), which finished 22-10, 
Chipola (Fla.), Moberly, and 
Crowder. | 

East Central hasn't lost since 
falling at Pearl River on Dec. 4. 
The Lady Warriors defeated 
Copiah-Lincoln 52-45 for the 
Region 23 crown on March 4, 
The Lady Warriors are ranked 
19th in the NJCAA in points 
allowed, giving up 60.64 per 
outing. ECCC averages 73.4 
points. 
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points, 11 rebounds, and four 
blocks. Kotreece Bender had 
10 points and five rebounds, 
Rita Birden added eight points, 
Lenore Gray had seven points, 
four rebounds, and three steals; 
Britney Burks had seven points 
and three steals, Monique 
Overstreet had six points, and 
India Backstrom had five points 
and six rebounds. 

“Just to get the good taste 
back in our mouth after our per- 
formance the other night was 
nice,” ECCC head coach Brad 
Hodge said. “Now we get to 
stay alive and try to find a way 
to play Saturday. We've got a 
» ugh opponent in Weather- 
ord.” 


ECCC jumped out to the 
game's biggest lead by scoring 
the first 10 points over the first 
four minutes, but the Lady 
Royals drew even at 22-22 
behind 12 points from Jen 
Streifel, who frequently got 
behind the Lady Warrior 
defense for runout layups. 

Streifel had 16 points by half- 


time as the Lady Royals carried 


a 35-32 lead into intermission. 
Lake Region outrebounded 
ECCC 25-13 in the first half. 
ECCC’s defense, however, did 
force the North Dakota team 


into 20 first half turnovers. 


“The lead was good because 
our press was working, but 
then we quit rotating in the 


press and didn’t get back in 
. transition when we didn’t 


seore,” Hodge said. “We missed 
some shots and couldn't get in 
the press as the result. 

“When we got in our press, 
we forced 20 turnovers at half- 
time. Our points off turnovers 
weren't very good though. We 
just didn’t capitalize on their 


/ mistakes and then we allowed 
~ them to shoot 55.6 percent (15- 
of-27) in the first half.” 
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The Lady Royals took their 
biggest lead of the game at 40- 
35 on a 3-pointer with. 16;25 


| remaining, 


~The — Lady ‘Warriors 
responded with a 12-0 run to 
go up 45-40. Chaney had two 
big plays in the run as she con- 
verted a pair of three-point 
plays in a 15-second span to tie 
the game at 40, then give ECCC 
a three-point lead. The Lady 
Warriors never trailed again. 
“Coach (LaCole) Brooks 


F 


made the suggestion that we 


_ go to our half-court trap, rather 


n fullcourt, and right off the 

y weren't prepared for 
we go from down five 
to up three. It was a quick turn- 
around in three possessions,” 
Hodge said. 

_ “And when we missed shots 
after the 12-minute mark of the 
second half, we fought. and 
were relentless on the boards. 
‘We'd get two or three second 
opportunities and eventually 
they had to foul becatise they 
were not in position defen- 
sively,” : 

Viverette’s three-point play 





with 9:21 remaining was a 





prime example as she pulle 
down two offensive board 
before-uati putting the ball 
in the hole and drawing a foul 





_ for a 58-52 lead. 


Lake Region closed to within 
60-57 on a 3-pointer with eight 
minutes left before Birden 
scored back-to-back baskets to 
give ECCC a 64-57 advantage 
with 4:13 left. 

Viverette made two free 
throws 70 seconds later for a 
nine-point lead and Bender, 
Vivéerette, Burks, and Chaney 
combined to go 8-for-8 at the 
line over the final 51 seconds. 
_ The Lady Warriors made 
their last 18 free throws and 
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East Central wins at NJCAA tourney. 


By Marty Stamper 
EMG sports assistant 
SALINA, Kan. — The Kansas jinx was officially 
put to rest on Thursday as East Central Community 
College knocked off Lake Region (N.D.) State Col- 
lege 74-66 in the NJCAA Division I Women's 
National Basketball Championship. | 
ECCC got its 30th win of the season and advances 


College, 25-10. | 


ECCC went 0-2 in the 2001 tournament at Salina’s 
Biceftennial Center and was 0-1 this time around. 
ECCC snapped its 0-for-Kansas skid by the 


method that’s seen the Lady Warriors win 30 of | 


their 33 games thus far... a lot of players con- 
tributing. | 
Eleven Lady Warriors had seen action by half 


time. Kristin Chaney finished with 18 points, four 
rebounds, two steals, and two assists. She played a_ | 
te igh 34 minutes. Kimyatta Viverette had 11 | 


see ECCC 
Page C5 


to a noon contest today with Weatherford (Texas) _ 





Weatherford next for Lady Warriors 


By Marty Stamper 

EMG sports assistant 
SALINA, Kan. — Thanks-te-their 74-66 win 
over Lake Region (N.D.) State College Thursday 
morning, the East Central Community College 
Lady Warriors live to play another day in the 
NJCAA Division I Women's National Basketball 


‘Tournament. 


Next up in the consolation bracket are the 
Coyotes of Weatherford (Texas) College. Weath- 
erford had Thursday off after sending Louisburg 


(N.C,) College packing 84-68 on Wednesday. The 


Coyotes lost 73-71 to Hiwassee (Tenn.) College in 
first-round action. 

Weatherford entered the tournament as the 
No. 11 seed. The Coyotes have players from five 
states and two other countries. Top performers 
include 6-foot sophomore Sandra Viksryte from 








Lithuania, 5-foot-9 sophomore Erica Smith, 5-foot- 
3 freshman Christian Jackson, 5-foot-9 sopho- 
more Laura Kizyte from Lithuania, 6-foot sopho-. 
more Karolina Sokalska from Poland, and 5-foot-5 _ 
sophomore Mallory Williams. 7 

Viksryte had 22 points against Louisburg and 
24 against Hiwassee. Kizyte had 16 against 
Weatherford and eight against Hiwassee. 
Ssokalska had 13 against Louisburg and four 
against Hiwassee. Smith had 12 against Louis- 
burg and 14 against Hiwassee, 

“We're going to make sure (Viksryte) doesn't 
get the open looks that she got against Louis- 
burg," ECCC head coach Brad Hodge said. "She'll 
probably get some shots. Shooters like that find a 


way to get shots, but we're not going | A | 
those open looks like Louisburg by sittin, he 
} 4 
%) Mey 


2-3 zone.” «J c 
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_ ‘By Marty Stamper 
EMG Sports assistant 
SALINA, Kan. — There 
mest—be something about 
players wearing black and gold 
nif with the No. 33 in the 
NICAA Division | Women's 
National Basketball Tourna: 
Ment. 


On Tuesday, eS was Three 
Mivers (Mo.) sophomore guard 
Jessica Wilson who did against 
East Central as she scored 23 
pounts to lead the Lady Raiders 
» Three. years ago, it was 
Cloud County (Kan.) sopho- 
more guard en es eae 
0 scored 30 points to lea 
ay ga peta lo a 
ene-point win over ECCC. 
_. Both ra) teams wore 
Black and gold and both 
Soe Players wore the No. 
The Final Four 
_ feams inthe tournament fol- 
Universi ty Tatras tees 
fuversity of Arkansas-Fort 
iy Gulf Coast (Fla.), Cen- 


(Texas), = | 
_ ‘Entoday’s an Y Awaits 
Fort ; (31 3 takes K Son Gulf | 






Yat tes wey — 

Trinity (84-0) at 8 p.m. 
impr. ive win | 
the top-seed 
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led TVCC with 18 points with 
Yolanda Jones scoring 16 and 
Vanessa Clementino 1 5. 


A big comeback 


Western Nebraska 
outscored Vincennes (Ind,) 38- 
25 in the second half to take a 
08-54 first-round — win in 
Wednesday’s action, 

Tatiana Conceicao from 
Brazil had 10 points and 10 
rebounds for — Western 
Nebraska. 

Highly overrated 

Southeastern Illinois was 
seeded fifth coming into the 
tournament, but the Falcons 
were trounced 84-61 by 12th- 
seeded Central Arizona College 
in first-round action on 
Wednesday. 

Rashidat Sadiq from Nigeria 

had 26 points and Shaquina 
Mosley had 24 to lead the 
Vaqueras to the win. _ 
_ Southeastern Illinois went 
on to lose its next game, 73-46 
to the College of Southern 
Idaho on Thursday. 


No Hurricane warnings 
The Louisburg (N.C.) Hur- 


‘Ticanes were the first team 
eliminated from the 16-team 






1. erford with 22 points. Laura 


Kizyte had 16 and Karolina 
Sokalska added 13. 
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Up close & personal with | 


ECCC- women’s basketball 
. <a MM | as ME | wu : 
kim 
































can make every post player we 

| line up against have to work 

| when they score.” 

‘| In high school, she was 
| chosen all-di 

Scholar Athlete. 
's | Britney Burks 


Burks is a 5-foot-7 sopho- 
more guard from Scott Central. 
She at s 3.0 points and 1.1 












| 31, games and has 21 steals and 


‘(] | 18 assists. 

, “Anybody 
that scores 
2,300 points 
in high 





mfrad Hare 
“She's | 7 
Cox | 4 
‘oy taken a van- le know 
il © lethal 
"weapon on 





bine tilsicwcatane D Fs 






“She's been able to create a. | iv 4, the — floor,” 
jot of havée defensively for our | ~~ ECCC head 
opponents? We can put heron |... "=... coach__ Brad 
anybody and she is going to be | Burks — Hodge said. 
like a little gn aerns found “She's _ paid 
their offensive weapon her dues at Bast Central, She 

Cox has 37 steals to. go with had to play point guard a lot 
i3 assists and noth pipcked 


last year. We're fortunate this 
year to take her off that role 


shots. © 
and let her get a little more 


“Somewhere around. “the 
middle of January she startec re 
breaking through and getting a in 
little more comfortable on the | 
offensive end and now she’s an | 
offensive threat,” Hodge said. | 

“She has a tremendous 
shooting ability and she’s been 
able to take advantage of it 
more since January.” 







ir lineup. 









Case | is point, in tne : 


Cox-played on Lake's 2¢ 01 | Reg gio pn 23 changharist tip wi 
Class 1A state championshit over Copiah-Lincoln, s hit 
team. In fact, She scored the 4 par of baseline jumpers that 


winning Lat whit five sec- 
onds left as a sepumorepe the 
Lady Hornets defeated Myrtle | 
and current SEC Freshman. of 
the Year Armintie Price of i “ 
the finals. Lake finished’ 

34-3 record. finals. 
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| ECCC lead. . 

Burks played on Scott Cen- 
tral’s 2000 ae ppempionslip 
team. 





ict and an Army | 


jounds. She has played in all. 





» school, you 


d and moré comfortable | 


Ve “Eapecially with the way 
ayed in the tourna- 


turned a 9-8 deficit into a 15-10 


The Rebels 
dig Dufeat’ 57-51 in the-| 
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Cox.made it back to the Big | 
House as a senior as Lake 
reached. the semifinals before 
nee 70-54 to Myrtle to.finish. | 


.. She: was:chosen all-district. | 


three years, all-state once, and 
was the MVP. of the Scott 
County Tournament. 


Ebone’e Leverette 


Leverette is a 5-foot-11 soph- 
omore forward from Forest. 
She averages 3.9 points and 2.3 
rebounds and has appeared in 
30 games. She has made 50.6 
percent (43-0f-85) of her field 

goal attempts and 69.6 percent 
(32-06-46) of her free 5 Amey 
 “Ebone’e Torr 
is a tremen- 





i é. 


dous athlete 4 
who») gets | 4m 
down the g 


and gets to a | 
spot where (ga9 
she needs to Ga 


be,” ECeC 1 
ra odge BSATTER 4 
nad’ 2 eShe Leverette 
body and seals better than any- | 
ody that I've everhad. 


“She's another athlete that 
we can rotate in our press and 
create a lot of problems. She 
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Roxana Rogers 
Rogers is a 5-foot-7 freshman | 


| guard from Lake. She averages | 


2.9 points and 1.1 rebounds. | 
She has played in 30 games and 
has 26 steals and 17 assists. 
“Roxana 
is the -best 
with the ball 


| in her hands 4 
in fullcourt | 3 apihaks 


transition,” 


-ECCC head & 


coach Brad | 
Hodge said. 





oe moders 


You’ | 
| better-not let her get her feet. 


set. If people line up in a zone. 
and she gets her feet set, you 
can just about count it up.” 
Rogers played on Lake’s 
2001 Class 1A state champi- 
onship team. The Lady Hornets 
defeated Myrtle and current 
Ole Miss freshman standout 
Armintie Price 58-57 in the 
finals. Lake finished with a 34-3 


| reeord, 


Rogers made it back the the | 


| Pin Ouse 88, a senior as Lake 


the semifinals before 
alin 70-54 to Myrtle to finish 
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Na anied a eurnee ty MVP 


DECATUR--East Cen- 
tral Community College 
freshman Kristin Chaney, 
a product of Newton 
County High School, and 
sophomore Kimyatta 
Viverette of Lake were 
named to the All-Region 
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23 Tournament Team fol- 

lowing the Lady Warriors’ 
52-45 win over Copiah- 
Lincoln Community Col- 
lege for the region cham- 
pionship Thursday night at 
Mississippi College, (EC 
Photo) 
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Four local girls leadin 

SALINA, Kan. - Hoping tohelp bringback = “It’s been fun,” Chaney said of the trip. 
a national women’s basketball champi- “The Hall of Fame banquet was real nice 
onship to East Central Community College and the place where we’re going to play is 
are four area members of the Lady Warrior ‘ | | 
team. | a 

ECCC saw its first action Tuesday after- 
noon when the Lady Warriors squared off 
with: Three Rivers. Community College of 
Poplar Bluff, Mo. 

Having the biggest role of the four in 
ECCC’s success is freshman point guard 
Kristin Chaney, a 2003 graduate of Newton 
County High School. For the year, she’s * 
averaging 10.8 points, 3.4 rebounds, and 2.4 
assists. 


EC 








e into nationals 





real nice. Monday’s activities included f 
ynda\ | led former 
“Being with the team the whole time has ECCC women’s basketball coach Lucille 
fun. Wood's induction into the juco Hall of Fame. 


“That was exciting to have somebody 
from East Central there,” Chaney said. “I’m 
glad for her that she got her recognition and 
along with us here was real good.” 

Also likely to see action is sophomore: 
Miranda Rosar, a 2002 graduate of Neshoba _ 
Central from Linwood. She and the Lady 
Warriors got a 30-minute shoot around at 
the Bicentennial Center Monda morning. 

“Actually, I think the (Mississippi) 
Coliseum (in Jackson) is more impressive, 
Con’t on page 4A... See Girls... 
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Girls... 
-Con’t from page one... 
but that’s coming from 
high school. It reminds me a 
lot of the Coliseum though,” 
pmeene | 
_ Rosar, who stands 5-foot- 
10, has seen several of the 
players dither at the motel 
where ECCC is staying or at 
Monday’s banquet. 
“They're huge,” Rosar 
said. “They're Every on but 








a Margaret — DeCiman of 
Seward Coaheyn: \(Kan.) 
Community College, 6-foot- 
3 National Player of the Year 
Tiffany Stansbury of Gulf 


Coast (Fla.) Community 










her _6-foot+5 


Denisa Svarova from the graduate of Newton Cou 





n Idaho Academy. he, | eb: 
Also ors in the ane “4 “We an bs | 
ment is | team, (at, . 


L aSaundiaHaerisen 9003" ‘been af 


erecuste of Union 


School. oe 


“4 tat 


ear i oe 6- i 


foot-6 ‘Len a sibs and Jt 





Bf © very! aactonts 





said. “It’s been fun “and a 
great experience for me. 


“This is more than I've 
ever been a part of. We're 
going. to have to work hard 

_Ccan come aie Rete 





ig pies said. ge | like 
, a part ane =o 


East Central Community College’ 
against Copiah-Lincoin in a yumerie 
APP Nei ae Division | Women’s National Cham 
| ntn-seeded Lady ae ee Rivers (Mo.) Community College 


in Salina, Kan., at 2 p.m. today. 
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leaps towards the basket 
on. The Lady Warriors open 
Pionship game against the 
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‘hree Rivers In 


First-Round Of NJCAA Tourney » 


SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 


SALINA, Kan. — East Central 
Community College's Lady Warriors were 
scheduled to begin competition in the 2004 
NJCAA Diyision I Women’s Basketball 
Champi taking on Three Rivers 
Co y College on Tuesday in the 
weeklong "Totiraaiant being held at the 
Bicentennial Center. 

As of press time the only results available 
indicated the Lady Warriors lost the first 

game dropping them into the losers bracket. 

e The Lady Warriors. 29-2 under third-year 
head coach Brad Hodge, are the No. 10 seed 
and the Lady Raiders are seeded seventh. 

East Central qualified for the Nationals 
by winning the Region 23 tournament after 
catining the tate title a week earlier. The 
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Raiders won the 


ons. ha Ser is located in Poplar Bluff, 
Cémpetition in the ot ae 
tournament concludes on Saturday, March 
20, when Snale are Held tthe chain 
onship and consolation brackets. 
In other recent news, several East Central 
basketball players received all state honors. 
In the South Women All-State ees 
first team honorees include Kaistin ¢ 


ond team, local recipients included Lake 
native Kimyatta Viverette who was also 
named to All-Region 23 Tournament Team. 
East Central's Rita Birden also was named 
to the second team. 
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of West Jones (4 Nranda Rosar of N — 3, Monroe, La; (3) Hope Mur 





(11) Jamaal Martin 
) sal ae eee 
sen ray pa ——— ee. who are 
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Lady Warriors Face 3 Rivers In First- 
Round NJCAA Tournament Action 


DECATUR--East Cen- competition in the 2004 Championship by takin; 
tral Community College’s NJCAA Division I on Three Rivers Commu 
Lady Warriors will begin’ Women’s Basketball See “ECCC” page 7 


“ECCC” 
continued from page 4 
nity College at 2 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 16 in the 
weeklong tournament be- 
ing held at the Bicenten- 
nial Center in Salina, Kan- 
sas. The Lady Warriors, 
29-2 under third-year head 
coach Brad Hodge, are 
the No. 10 seed and the 
Lady Raiders (26-5) are 
seeded seventh. East Cen- 


_/ claiming the state title a 


week earlier. The Lady 
Raiders won the Region 
16 Championship and are 
also district champions. 
Three Rivers is located in 
Poplar Bluff, Missouri. 
Competition in the double- 
elimination tournament 
concludes on Saturday, 
March 20, when finals are 
held in the championship 
and consolation brackets. 

ECCC tournament action 


eee hike ot a tee 
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Riding 22-game streak, 
Lady Warriors earn 10th 
seed in 16-team event 





By ROCKY HIGGINBOTHAM 
Sports Editor 


The East Central Community Col- 
lege women’s basketball team got. a 
big sendoff for the National Tourna- 
ment last week; and on Monday, for- 

st BECC coach Lucille Wood was 
slated to be inducted into the National 
Junior College Hall of Fame. 

ECCC women’s coach Brad 
Hodge is just hoping the it’s the start 
of a week-long celebration for the 
Lady Warriors. 





East Central was scheduled to open : 
play in the 16-team Division I Nation- ° 


al Championship tournament on Tues- 
day, when the 1 0th-seeded Lady War- 
riors Were to battle Three Rivers (Mo.) 
Community College in an opening- 
day contest. ECCC action from the 
national tournament can be heard on 


103.3 FM, and updates can also be he 
found online at www.salinakansas.org 


or www.bicentennial.org. 


WEEK OF [Vidi 


The. Lady Warriors, fresh off an 
NJCAA Region 23 Tournament title 
and the program's first state champi- 
onship in 25 years, took a 22-game 
winning streak and a 29-2 overall 
record with them to Salina, Kan., to 
compete for a national title. 

“We got a great sendoff and these 
girls deserve that kind of support,” 
Hodge said after the Lady Warriors 
were honored with a pep rally on the 
Decatur campus last Thursday. “It's 
been a wonderful season ... we're 
going to go out there and do our best 
to win a few games.” 

Mississippi teams traditionally 
have not fared well in recent years in 
the national tourney — which may be 
one reason the Lady Warriors received 
a No. 10 seed. BCCC sports a record 
better than seven of the nine teams 
seeded in front of Hodge's bunch — 
including Three Rivers, which entered 
Tuesday’s game with a 26-5 record. 
The Lady Raiders won the Region 16 
championship. 

The nationa! tournament, which is 





women in national 
tournament this week ... 


Central will play at least two games 
this week. 

A win Tuesday sends the Lady 
Warriors into an 8 p.m. quarterfinal 
matchup tonight against either sec- 
ond-seeded Gulf Coast (Fla.) Commu- 
nity College or Lake Region (N.D.) 
State College. Gulf Coast, Fla,, 
entered the tourney with a 31-] 
record, with only top-seeded Trinity 
Valley (Texas) Community College 
sporting a better record. 

A Tuesday loss means ECCC will 
play in an elimination cofttest Thurs- 
day at 10 a.m. Semifinals are set for 
Friday, with the national champi- 
onship game slated for Saturday. 


Correction 


The parents of Neshoba Central 
softball standout Allison McDaniel, 
who was pictured in last week’s edi- 
tion of The Neshoba Democrat as 
having signed a scholarship to play at 
Bast Central Community College, 
should have been listed as Tim and 
Linda McDaniel. 

The Democrat regrets the error. 
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Northwest men, East 
Central women stumble 


~ HUTCHINSON Kan, — Irs 
| sing could not eb sooeaae ) reree Rivers, Mo, 76, 
halftime | 


land, Texag, Be geeeing to Mid. saga fon essica 
| in the first round of rg Fn i es 23 pois, including 
junior college men’s basketball sg pws free- 


The defeat drops Northwe. seeded Three | 
27-4, into the co = East Central in the 
nsolation bracket ‘women's til 


day ne llam. 
28-6. converted 21 of 24 free ated 






























— No. 18, con- 
by as many as nected onjust7of15 tres rom the 
nore-physi- or 283 pe as the Lady War- 

~ & sl ed i 
consolation rake, hae ee 
will try to Stay alive 
re at 10 am, Th against Lake 
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Gulf ¢ s, Fla 7-54 loser to 
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| LOCAL SPORTS 
ECCC tips off in NJCAA tourney 
By Marty Stamper / EMG sports assistant 





March 16, 2004 
SALINA, Kan. — Enough already. 
Enough of the waiting, the bus riding, the hours of practicing. 


East Central Community College's 10th-seeded Lady Warriors (29-2) take the court today 
at 2 p.m. in the Bicentennial Center when they put a 22-game win streak on the line ina 
first-round NJCAA Division | Women's National Championship game against the seventh- 
seeded Lady Raiders (26-5) of Three Rivers (Mo.) Community College. 


The game can be heard locally on WZKR (103.3 FM). 


The two have one common opponent this season — Northeast Mississippi Community 
College. The Lady Warriors led by as many as 38 points in whipping Northeast 92-67 in 
the Region 23 Tournament at Clinton on March 3. Northeast defeated Three Rivers 96-87 
on Feb. 12 at Booneville. Three Rivers led 47-40 at halftime before getting outscored 56- 
40 in the second half. 


“They can shoot it really well,” said ECCC third-year head coach Brad Hodge of the Lady 
Raiders, who are shooting 49.7 percent. “They're probably the most fundamentally sound 
team in the half-court offense we've faced all year. 


“They're a well-coached team, and they beat Moberly (Area Community College) by 30 
(82-52) in the Region 16 championship game, so they've got to be doing something right,” 
Hodge added. “Obviously, we've got to take care of our business and try to get a full-court 
game for 40 minutes and take advantage of our speed and quickness. If we can do that, it 
would be to our advantage. 


‘If it's a half-court game, we're not afraid of that either, but we definitely want to try to take 
them out of their game.” 


Top players for Three Rivers are 5-foot-6 sophomore guard Jessica Wilson (13.2 ppg), 5- 
foot-7 sophomore guard Ashley Williams (12.9:ppg), 5-foot-7 sophomore guard Bliss 
Roberson (12.6 ppg), 5-foot-10 sophomore guard Nicole Rivers (10.0 ppg, 5.7 rpg), 6-foot 
freshman center Emma Ledwaba (9.2 ppg, 7.0 rpg) from Cape Town, South Africa and 6- 
foot-3 sophomore center Victoria Richards (8.9 ppg, 7.2 rpg). 


Leading the Lady Warriors are 6-foot-1 sophomore Lenore Gray (12.9 ppg, 8.0 rpg), 5- 
foot-4 freshman Kristin Chaney (10.8 ppg, 3.4 rpg, 2.4 apg), 6-foot sophomore Kimyatta 


wip. www.meridianstar.com/MERIDIANSTAR/myarticles.asp?P=638979&S=584&Publ D=... 3/16/04 
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Viverette (8.9 ppg, 6.7 rpg), 5-foot-9 sophomore Rita Birden (9.8 rpg), 5-foot-9 fresnmar 
Kotreece Bender (7.6 ppg, 3.2 rpa), 5-foot-11 sophomore Monique Overstreet (4 2 ppg 
2.0 rpg), 5-foot-10 freshman India Backstrom (4.1 ppg, 3.0 rpg), and 5-foot-7 freshman 
Kim Cox (4.0 ppg). 


Head coach Jack Childress is in his 11th year at Three Rivers with a 233-106 record over 
that span. 


“We've got a little bit of information on them,” Childress said of the Lady Warriors. “It 
sounds like they're a very talented team. We're looking forward to playing them. It'll be a 
challenge. | know we're going to have to have our ‘A’ game to play them. They beat 
Northeast pretty good and we /ost to them down there. | don't feel like we played our best 
game (at Northeast). We're playing a little bit better now, but who knows? 


“VVhen we throw it up, we're going to find out," Childress added. “| know that Chaney's an 
awful good player, and | know that Gray is an awful good player. Dean Randall Lee (a 
Beulah Hubbard grad and former ECCC student and dean) works at Three Rivers. In fact, 
Chaney goes to the same church as him (at Little Rock), so we've got some common 
ground there.” ) 


Three Rivers is ranked fifth in the NJCAA in free-throw percentage at 69.2 percent. 


Two of the Lady Raiders’ biggest wins this season have come against fifth-seeded 
Southeastern Illinois College. Three Rivers won 84-73 at Poplar Bluff, Mo., on Dec. 1 and 
whipped the Lady Falcons 82-57 at Harrisburg, Ill., on Feb. 23. 


The Lady Raiders’ other losses have come to Coffeyville (Kan.), which finished 22-10, 
Chipola (Fla.), Moberly, and Crowder. 


East Central hasn't lost since falling at Pearl River on December 4. The Lady Warriors 
defeated Copiah-Lincoin 52-45 for the Region 23 crown on March 4. The Lady Warriors 
are ranked 19th in the NJCAA in points allowed, giving up 60.64 per outing. ECCC 
averages 73.4 points. 
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http: Www.meridianstar.com/MERIDIANSTAR/myarticles.asp?P=638979&S=584& PubID=... 3/16/04 


WEEK OF 


Viverette of Lake Named To 
NJCAA All-Tournament Team 


ECCC LADY WARRIORS 
CAPTURE RUNNER-UP 
Honors In NJCAA 
CONSOLATION BRACKET 
SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 


SALINA, Kan. — Even though her 
team fell short of a national champi- 
enship, a Scott County native received 
tournament honors last week in national 
women’s basketball playoffs including the 
East Central Community College Lady 
Warriors. 
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Kimyatta Viverette of Lake was named 
to the All-Tournament Team following 
the Lady Warriors’ participation in the 
NJCAA Division I Women’s Basketball 
Championship. 

The Lady Warriors picked a bad time 
for a cold performance. Playing in the sev- 
enth-place game in the NJCAA Division I 
Women’s National Championship, the 
Lady Warriors shot just 28.8 percent from 
the floor and 40 percent from the free- 
throw line Saturday in losing 58-48 to the 
College of Southern Idaho. 

ECCC finished 31-4 and placed eighth 
in the country for Region 23's best show- 
ing of the 2000s. The 31 wins are a school 


Please see LADY WARRIORS, 11A 
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LADY WARRIORS 


From Page 12A 
record. Saturday's 48 points are a season 
low. 


The Lady Warriors made just 19-of-66 
field goal tries and were 4-of-10 at the 
free-throw line. CSI held a 46-39 advan- 
tage on the boards and shot 40.7 percent 
(22-of-54) from the floor and 90 percent 
(9-of-10) from the line. 

CSI, 29-7, held a 10-3 advantage five 


Zimova with 9:07 left in the game. 


minutes into the game. 

ECCC closed to within 10-8 on a 3- 
pointer from Kim Cox with 14:44 to goin 
the half and a driving layup by Cox 71 
seconds later. 

Back-to-back 3-pointers from Kotreece’ 
Bender brought ECCC to within 17-16 
with 9:18 left in the half. A trey from 
Ashley Alley and a pair of close-range 
shots from Southern Idaho's Meliame 
Halaufia put the Golden Eagles up 28-20 
with just under four minutes showing. | 

CSI took a 31-27 lead into the break. 
CSI went up 45-34 on a 3-pointer from 


‘ " — 5 


maining. During the Lady Warrior run, 


ECCC closed to within 45-38 on a bas- 
ket from Rita Birden and a steal and 
layup by Cox with 7:49 to go. 

The Golden Eagles pulled out to their 
biggest lead of the game at 52-34 on a 3- 
pointer from Andrea Sivakova of 
Slovakia with 3:51 showing. ECCC went 
scoreless for four minutes, 46 seconds 
until Bender made a free throw with 3:03 
left. 

Bender’s shot sparked a 10-0 ECCC 
run that pulled the Lady Warriors to 
within 52-48 with 45 seconds still 


ee —S OO i — al 


Pan ey Viverette of Lake scored two 
baskets, the first of which came after she 
battled for a pair of offensive boards. 
Bender closed the run with a 3-pointer 
from just left of the top of the key. 

CSI made all six of its free throws over 
the final 44 seconds to seal the win. 
~ Bender led ECCC with 10 points and 
five rebounds. Cox had nine points and 
three steals. Lenore Gray had seven 
points, seven rebounds, and three steals. 
Viverette had four points, eight rebounds, 


Sr 


ECCC Lady Warriors In NJCAA 


3 from Lake participate, Viverette named All Tourney Team 






Kim Cox 
SALINA, Kan. — The 
East Central Community 
College Lady Warriors 
picked a bad time for a 





Kimyatta Viverette 
cold shooting perfor- 
mance. Playing in the sev- 
enth-place game in the 
NJCAA Division I 












Roxanna Rogers 
Women’s National Cham- 
pionship, the Lady Warriors 
shot just 28.8 percent from 
the fleor-and.40 percent 
from the free-throw line 
Saturday in losing 58-48 to 
the College of Southern 
Idaho. ECCC finished 31- 
4 and placed eighth in the 
country for Region 23's 
best showing of the 2000s, 
The 31 wins are a school 
record. Saturday’s 48 
points are a season low. 
The Lady Warriors made 
just 19-of-66 field goal tries 
and were 4-of-10 at the 
free-throw line, CSI held 
a 46-39 advantage on the 
boards and shot 40:7 per- 
cent (22-of-54) from the 
floor and 90 percent (9-of- 
10) from the line. “As 
many shots that were 
missed, there were defi- 
nitely going to be some re- 
ECCC head 
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coach Brad Hodge said. 
“But if you shoot 28 per- 
cent for the game and 40 
percent at the free-throw 
line, you don’t deserve to 
win. “We were fortunate 
it was four points with 45 


capitalize on our opper 
nities. The problem is” 
just can't simulate 6-fo 
5 (Denisa Svarova) and 
foot-6 (Lenka Zimovs) | 
side. “They packed 
zone in @nd we could 


APPEARED IN: bounds,” seconds left. We just didn't See “ECOC™ pase 5 
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ECCC Lady Warriors capture 
consolation bracket 


Special to Area Media 
By Marty Stamper 
EMG sports assistant 

SALINA, Kan. — The East 
Central Community College Lady 
Warnors picked a bad time for a cold 

“Playing in the seventh-place 
game in the NJCAA Division | 
Women’s National Championship, the 
Lady Warriors shot just 28.8 percent 
from the floor and 40 percent from the 
free-throw line Saturday in losing 58- 
48 to the College of Southern Idaho. 

ECCC finished 31-4 and 
placed eighth in the country for Region 
23’s best showing of the 2000s. The 31 
Wins are a school record. Saturday's 48 
points are a season low. 

The Lady Warriors made just 
19-of-66 field goal tries and were 4-of- 
10 at the free-throw line. CSI held a 46- 
39 advantage on the boards and shot 
40,7 percent (22-0f-54) from the floor 
and 90 percent (9-of-10) from the line. 

“As many shots that were 
missed, there were definitely going to 
be some rebounds,” ECCC head coach 
Brad Hodge said. “But if you shoot 28 
percent for the game and 40 percent at 
the free-throw line, you don’t deserve 
to win. 

“We were fortunate it was 
four points with 45 seconds left. We 
just didn't capitalize on our opportuni- 
ties. The problem ts we just can’t sim- 
ulate 6-foot-5 (Denisa Svarova) and 6- 
foot-6 (Lenka Zimova) inside. 

“They packed that zone in 
and we couldn't knock down some 
open 3-point shots when we needed to. 
That rim gets a little tighter when that 
happens.” 


) Southern Idaho's Meliame 
Halaufia scored the game’s first four 
points and the Lady Warnors chased 
| the Golden Eagles the rest of the after- 
APPEARED IN: Ke . 

CSI, 29-7, held a 10-3 advan- 


- tage five minutes into the game. 
LAKE MESSENGER _| 1M oo checdeea ta ieek 


pointer from Kim Cox with 14:44 to go 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMER as ce 
UNION APPEAL __ 


71 seconds later. 
WINSTON COUNTY JC 


Back-to-back 3-pointers from 
Kotreece Bender brought ECCC to 
SPIRIT OF MORTON 
IMPACT 


within 17-16 with 9:18 left in the half. 
A trey from Ashley Alley and a pair of 
— close-range shots from Halaufia put the 
Golden Eagles up 28-20 with just » 
under four minutes showing. 

CSI took a 31-27 lead into the 
break. 


Werees: 8 _ National Basketball 





Waniors of East Central Community 
College had to revise their goals here. 
Making it to championship game on 
Saturday became their new cause. 

Thanks to a sizzling first 11 
minutes from 3-point range, the Lady 
Warriors defeated Weatherford (Texas) 
College 63-52 Friday afternoon to 
reach Saturday’s | p.m. contest with 
the College of Southern Idaho. The 
winner of the championship matchup 
finish eighth. 

Southem Idaho, 28-7, 
advanced with a 60-58 win over 
Vincennes (Ind.) Friday. 

“That was our objective, to 
find a way to get here on Saturday,” 
“Our performance in the first game was 
not a typical performance for us. | 
think we've gotten better each game 
we've played and, hopefully, we can 
improvement tomorrow (Saturday).” 

| Against Weatherford, the 
Lady Warriors were a remarkable 6-of- 
9 from behind the arc in the first half 
with all six baskets coming in the first 
10 minutes and 15 seconds. Kristin 
Chaney started the trifectas with 
next three over a span of just under 
three minutes. Kim Cox came off the 
bench to bury two bombs for a 26-11 
lead with 9:45 left in the half. 

The Lady Warnors shot 52 
percent (13-of-25) from the floor in the 
first half and 85.7 percent (6-of-7) 
from the free-throw line. They also had 
a 21-14 advantage on the boards. 

“Knowing it’s playing to get 
to Saturday, to get off to a good start, to 
get a good feeling and take a lot of 
pressure off our defense, that was an 
awesome beginning to the game,” 
Hodge said. “That group that started 
the game came out ready to play and 
demonstrated — 10 minutes or 
so.” 

Two baskets by Kimyatta 
Viverette and a basket and two free 
throws from Ebone’e Leverette gave 
the Lady Warriors their biggest lead of 
the game at 34-14 with 6:16 to go 
before halftime. 

Weatherford went on a 9-0 
run, capped by a three-point play by 
Kristen Harrell to close to within 34-23 
with 4:17 left before intermission. 


rebounded the Coyotes 42-32. 
Weatherford shot only 
32.8 percent (21-of-64) from the floor 


and 53.8 percent (7-of-13) from the 


line. The Coyotes forced ECCC into 29 
turnovers, while turning the ball over 
only 17 viva themselves. 
Weatherford, 25-11, was 
led by Viksryte with 21 points and 10 
rebounds. Harrell had eight points. 
ECCC 74, LAKE REGION 66 
The Kansas jinx was official 
ly put to rest Thursday momuing as East 
Central C ommunity College knocked 
off Lake Region (N.D.) State College 
74-66 in the NJCAA Division | 
Women’s National Basketball 
ECCC got its 30th win of 
the season and advances to a noon con- 
test on Friday Weatherford (Texas) 
College, 25-10. 
ECCC went 0-2 in the 
2001 tournament at  Salina’s 
Bicentennial Center and was 0-1 this 
time around. 
ECCC snapped its 0-for- 
Kansas skid by the method that’s seen 
the Lady Warriors win 30 of their 33 
games thus far... a lot of players con- 


tributing. 

Eleven Lady Warriors had 
seen action by halftime. Kristin 
Chaney finished with 18 points, four 
rebounds, two steals and two assists. 
She played a team-high 34 minutes. 
Kimyatta Viverette had 11 points, 11 
rebounds, and four blocks. Kotreece 
Bender had 10 points and five 

Rita Birden added eight 
points, Lenore Gray had seven points, 
four rebounds and three steals, Britney 
Burks had seven points and three 
steals, Monique Overstreet had six 
points, and India Backstrom had five 
points and six rebounds. 

“Just to get the good taste 
back in our mouth after our perform- 
ance the other night was nice,” ECCC 
head coach Brad Hodge said. “Now we 
get to stay alive and try to find a way to 
play Saturday. We've got a tough oppo- 
nent in Weatherford.” 

ECCC jumped out to the 
game's biggest lead by scoring the first 
10 points over the first four minutes. 
but the Lady Royals drew even at 22- 
22 behind 12 points from Jen Sreifél. 
who frequently got behind the Lady 
Warrior defense for runout layups. 


The Golden Eagles scored the first 
four points of the second half to take an 
eight-point lead. CST went up 45-34 on 
a 3-pointer from Zimova with 9:07 left 
in the game. ECCC closed to within 
45-38 on a basket from Rita Birden and 
a steal and layup by Cox with 7:49 to 


The Golden Eagles pulled out 
to their biggest lead of the game at 52- 
34 on a 3-pointer from Andrea 
Sivakova of Slovakia with 3:51 show- 


ECCC went scoreless for 
four minutes, 46 seconds until Bender 
made a free throw with 3:03 left. 
Bender’s shot sparked a 10-0 ECCC 
run that pulled the Lady Warriors to 
within 52-48 with 45 seconds still 
remaining. During the Lady Wamior 
run, Kimyatta Viverette scored two 
she battled for a pair of offensive 
boards. Bender closed the run with a 3- 
pointer from just left of the top of the 


CSI made all six of its free 
throws over the final 44 seconds to seal 
the win. 

Bender led ECCC with 10 
points and five rebounds. Cox had nine 
had seven points, seven rebounds, and 
eight rebounds: three assists, two 
blocks, and two steals. Kristin Chaney 
had five points, three rebounds and 

“| told the group they had 
nothing to be ashamed of,” Hodge said. 
“After all the other games we've lost, 


I've told them I hoped it stung a little 


tl ated pricing en ir. 





“To go 31-4 with the group 
we had is pretty spectacular. We fin- 
ished in the top eight in the country. 
Our objective was to find a way to play 
Saturday and we did that. I'm very 
proud of what these ladies have done. 
They've made me a better coach. 
They're pretty special.” 

Sidney Omdorff led CSI with 
13 points, 11 rebounds, and four 
assists. Halaufia had 12 points, while 

Zimova had 11 points, 11 rebounds, 
ECCC 63, WEATHERFORD 52 
Mission accomplished. 

After losing their first-round 

game in the NJCAA Division II 


of-21 at the chari 


ECCC took a 38-27 lead into 
the break after being outscored 13-4 
over the final six minutes. 

“We knew we started out hot 


and they were willing to stay in that 


zone and pack it in on us,” Hodge said. 
“They rolled the dice and stayed with it 
and we quit making those (3-point) 
shots and quit attacking inside. That 
gave them an opportunity to get back in 
it. Defensively, we were not rotating in 
the press when we picked them up.” 
The Lady Warriors went 
scoreless for six-and-a-half minutes 
midway through the second half as the 
Coyotes rallied to within 46-39 on a 3- 
pointer of their own with 10:30 left in 
the game. — 
Viverette stopped the 8-0 run 
with a basket with 9:19 remaining. She 
missed a free throw after getting fouled 
on the play, but when ECCC came up 
back in for a 50-39 lead with 8:58 to 


play. 
“We were making good 
stops, we just weren’t making any 
shots on our end,” Hodge said of the 
drought. “When that happens, that rim 
gets a little tighter and you start doubt- 
ing some things. We just had to keep 
doing what got us to that point. 
“Fortunately, we had that 
cushion that took that pressure off our 
defense early.” 
‘The Coyotes got to within 
seven again at 52-45 with 7:37 left on 
back-to-back baskets by Sandra 


ECCC’s India Backstrom just 
beat the shot clock for a 54-45 lead 
with 7:04 left. 

The final damage was done 
when Bender buried her fourth 3-point- 
er with 3:35 to go for a 63-48 lead. 

From then on, the Coyotes 
were content to get a basket here and 
there and let ECCC run the shot clock 
down without fouling. 

Viverette led ECCC, 31-3, 
with 15 points, 
blocks and two steals. Bender had 14 


points, five rebounds, and five assists. 


Lenore 

Gray had |! poits, four 
rebounds, and two assists. Chaney had 
seven points, seven rebounds, and three 
assists. Cox had six points and three 
rebounds, while Rita Birden had four 
points, seven rebounds, four assists, 
and three steals. Leverette had four 


~ECCC shot 50 percent 
from the floor, making 22-of-44 
attempts. The Lady apn eee ee 





1! rebounds, two- 


_ Streifel had 16 points by half- 
time as the Lady Royals carried a 35- 
32 lead into intermission. Lake Region 
out-rebounded ECCC 25-13 in the first 
half. ECCC’s defense, however, did 
force the North Dakota team into 20 
first-half turnovers. 

“The lead was good because 
our press was working, but then we 
quit rotating in the press and didn’t get 
vack in transition when we didn’t 
score,” Hodge said. “We missed some 
shots and couldn't get in the press as 
the result. 

“When we got in our press, 
we forced 20 turnovers at halftime, Our 
points off turnovers weren't very good 
though. We just didn’t capitalize on 
their mistakes and then we allowed 
them to shoot 55.6 percent (15-of-27) 
in the first half.” 

The Lady Royals took their 
biggest lead of the game at 40-35 on a 
3-pointer with 16:25 remaining. 

The Lady Warriors respond- 
ed with a 12-0 run to go up 45-40. 
Chaney had two big plays in the run as 
she converted a pair of three-point 
plays ina 

15-second span to tie the 
game at 40 and later gave ECCC a 
three-point lead. 

The Lady Warriors never 
trailed again. 

“Coach (LaCole) Brooks 
made the suggestion that we go to our 
and nght off the bat they weren't pre- 
pared for that and we go from down 
five to up three. It was a quick turn- 
around in three possessions,” Hodge 
said. 





“And when we missed shots 
after the 12-minute mark of the second 
half, we fought and were relentless on 
the boards. We'd get two or three sec- 
ond opportunities and eventually they 
had to foul because they were not in 
position offensively.” 

Viverette’s three-point play 
with 9:21 remaining was a prime 
example as she pulled down two offen- 
sive boards before finally putting the 
ball in the hole and drawing a foul for 
a 58-52 lead. 

Lake Region closed to with- 
in 60-57 on a 3-pointer with eight min- 
utes left.before Birden scored back-to- 
back baskets to give ECCC a 64-57 
advantage with 4:13 left. 

“We got our energy back in 
the second half and played pretty sound 
defense, even though we didn’t shoot it 
very well,” Hodge said. “Our defense 
kept us in the game. We held them to 
38.7 e t (12-of-31) in the second 
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runner-up honors in 


at Salina, Kansas 


Viverette made two free — 
throws 70 seconds later for a nine-point 
lead and Bender, Viverette, Burks and 
Chaney combined to go 8-for-8 at the 
line over the final 51] seconds. 

The Lady Warriors made 
their last 18 free throws and were 24- 
of-29 for the game. | 
“That’s awesome,” Hodge 
said. “Twenty-four of 29 from the free- 
throw line and 19-of-20 in the second 
half. That shows a lot of character in 
this group and that has been a little 
Achilles’ heel for us at times. To do that 
in this tournament and this environ- 
ment is what won the ballgame for us.” 
Lake Region, 24-10, got 
21 points from Streifel and 11 each 
from Olga Sevim and Jen Conely. 
THREE RIVERS 76, 
ECCC 64 


Every time the East Central 
Community College Lady Warriors hit 
the Three Rivers (Mo.) Community 
College Lady Raiders Tuesday (March 
16) afternoon, the Missouri girls hit 
back just a little harder. Three Rivers 
scored 15 of the game’s final 23 points 
to take a 76-64 win. 

Jessica Wilson, a 5-foot-6 
sophomore guard from Three Rivers’ 
hometown of Poplar Bluff, landed the 
knockout blows as she scored 13 
straight Lady Raider points in the final 
3:03. In the stretch, Wilson was 8-of-8 
at the free-throw line and hit two bas- 
kets, including a 3-pointer. 

ECCC was only down 61-56 
when Wilson took over the game. 

“| just tried to step up and be 
a leader for my team and try and get 


them going,” Wilson said. “It got me 


going and everybody Was getting 
pumped up.” 


Wilson finished with a 


~~» 


game-high 23 points, including a l2- 
of-12 effort at the free-throw line. 

“I've been shooting about 85 
percent, so that’s pretty normal,” 
Wilson said. 

The 29-3 Lady Warriors, 
who had a 22-game win streak 
snapped, never stayed in syne for any 
extended period of time. ECCC fin- 
ished with 17 turnovers and was out- 
rebounded 44-35, 

ECCC shot 39.7 percent 
(25-of-63) from the floor and only 46.7 
percent (7-of-15) from the free-throw 
line. 


“Maybe the trip was still 
m our legs,” ECCC head coach Brad 
Hodge said. “We never could get our 
timing down all day. Nervousness or 
whatever it was, we just didn’t perform 
the way we're capable of performing. 
We've had those games before, but 
today we just couldn't make stops 
when we weren't performing offen- 
sively. 
“Every time we'd give them 
a few punches, they'd find a way to hit 
us back. They'd stop our runs, That’s a 
well-coached team. Well-coached 
teams will do that to you.” 

ECCC scored the game’s 
first four points, only to have Three 
Rivers Tally the next seven, 

ECCC trailed by as many as. 
six points in the first half before Kristin 

Chaney tied the game at 23 
with a three-point play with 6:53 to go 
in the half. 

The teams swapped the lead 


10 times over a four-minute span 
before Three Rivers closed the half 
with a 5-0 run to carry a 40-36 lead into 
halftime. 


A three-point play by 
Chaney with 16:46 left gave the Lady 
Warriors a 44-42 lead. 





Leading 46-44 on @ pair of 

Kotreece Bender free throws with 15 

minutes to go, the Lady Warriors failed 

to add to their lead on two straight pos- 

Wilson buried a trey with 

13:25 left for a 49-46 Three —e lead 
and 

ECCC never seat the 
Lady Raiders again. 

“We never could get back 
in the lead,” Hodge said. “| thought if 
we could get in the lead, we could take 
control of it, but they made good 


stops.” 

ECCC got 16 points from 
Chaney, 13 from Rita Birden, nine 
from Bender, eight from Kim Cox, 
seven from Kimyatta Viverette, and 
both had seven rebounds, while 
Viverette had six and Bender had five 
to go with four assists. Viverette had 


eight blocks. 

Three Rivers had a good 
scouting report on ECCC, thanks to 
Itawamba Community College, 
according to Wilson. 

“We knew a lot about 
each player individually,” Wilson said. 
“We knew pretty much their first 
names and what they did. We focused 
on stopping Chaney and (Viverette) 
en eae what the rest.of them 

In addition to Wilson’s 23 
Three Rivers, 27-5, also ‘got 17 









Congratulations Lady Warriors 
State Junior College Champions/Region 23 Champions 
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Members of the East Central Community College Lady Warrior basketball team for 2003-2004 season and their 
respective high schools include (front row, from left) Kimyatta Viverette, Lake; Kristin Chaney, Newton County, 
Roxana Rogers, Lake; Ebone’e Leverette, Forest; Kim Cox, Lake; Lenore Gray, Newton; Monique Overstreet. 
South Leake; Britney Burks, Scott Central; and Kotreece Bender, Newton; (back row, from left) head coach 
rad Hodge; student assistants, Courtney Yates, Nanih Watya; Ashley Clark, Starkville Academy; LaSaundra 
Harrison, Union; Rita Birden, St. Fredrick (Monroe, LA); India Backstrom, Neshoba Central: Amanda LaCaze, 
Natchitoches Central (Natchitoches, LA); Hope Murray, West Jones; Miranda Rosar, Neshoba Central; Krystle 
Hunter, Noxapater; student assistants, Andrea Chesney, Newton County; Tanisha Hawkins, Newton County; 
“ssistant coach Lacole Brooks. (EC photo) 
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Lady Warriors 


bring Kansas 





jinx to big halt 


By MARTY STAMPER | 
Special to The Democrat 


SALINA, Kan. — The Kansas jinx was official- 
ly put to rest Thursday morning as East Central 
Community College knocked off Lake Region 
(N.D.) State College 74-66 in the NJCAA Division I 
Women’s National Basketball Championship. 

ECCC got its 30th win of the season and 
advanced to a noon contest on Friday Weatherford 
(Texas) College, 25-10. 

ECCC went 0-2 in the 200] ree 
tournament at Salina’s Bicen- |” is 
tennial Center and was 0-1 this | , 
time around. But the Lady War- |, 
riors snapped their O-for-Kansas | 
skid by the method that’s seen 
the Lady Warriors win 30 of 
their 33 games thus far — a lot 
of players contributing. 

Eleven Lady Warriors had | 
seen action by halftime. Kristin 
Chaney finished with 18 points, 
four rebounds, two steals and two assists. She.played 
a team-high 34 minutes. Kimyatta Viverette had I] 
points, 1] rebounds, and four blocks. Kotreece Ben- 
der had 10 points and five rebounds. 

Rita Birden added eight points, Lenore Gray had 
seven points, four rebounds and three steals, Britney 
Burks had seven points and three steals, Monique 
Overstreet had six points, and freshman India Back- 
strom of Neshoba Central had five points and six 
rebounds. 

“Just to get the good taste back in our mouth after 
our performance the other night was nice,” ECCC 
head coach Brad Hodge said. “Now we get to stay 
alive and try to find a way to play Saturday. We've 
got a tough opponent in Weatherford.” 

- BCCC jumped out to the game’s biggest lead by 
scoring the first 10 points over the first four minutes, 
but the Lady Royals drew even at 22-22 behind 12 
points from Jen Streifel, who frequently got behind 
the Lady Warrior defense for runout layups. 

Streifel had 16 points by halftime as the Lady 
Royals carried a 35-32 lead into intermission. Lake 
Region out-rebounded ECCC 25-13 in the first half. 
ECCC’s defense, however, did force the North 
Dakota team into 20 first-half turnovers. 

“The lead was good because our press was work- 
ing, but then we quit rotating in the press and didn’t 
get back in transition when we didn’t score,” Hodge 
said. “We missed some shots and couldn’t get in the 

| press as the result. var) ey bogs 
See GAME 2, page 5B 
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Game 2 
Continued from page 3B 


“When we got in our press, we 
forced 20 tumovers at halftime. Our 
points off turnovers weren't very good 
though. We just didn’t capitalize on 
their mistakes and then we allowed 
them to shoot 55.6 percent (15-of-27) 
in the first half.” 

The Lady Royals took their biggest 
lead of the game at 40-35 on a 3- 
pointer with 16:25 remaining. 

The Lady Warriors responded with 
a 12-0 run to go up 45-40. Chaney had 
two big plays in the run as she con- 
verted a pair of three-point plays in a 
15-second span to tie the game at 40 
and later gave ECCC a three-point 
lead, The Lady Warriors never trailed 
again. 

“Coach (LaCole) Brooks made the 
suggestion that we go to our half-court 
trap, rather than fullcourt, and right off 
the bat they weren't prepared for that 
and we go from down five to up three. 
It was a quick turnaround in three pos- 
sessions,” Hodge said. 

“And when we missed shots after 
the 12-minute mark of the second 
half, we fought and were relentless on 
the boards. 

“We'd get two or three second 
opportunities and eventually they had 
to foul because they were not in posi- 
tion offensively.” 

Viverette’s three-point play with 
9:21 remaining was a prime example 
as she pulled down two offensive 
boards before finally putting the ball 
in the hole and drawing a foul for a 
58-52 lead. 

Lake Region closed to within 60- 
57 on a 3-pointer with eight minutes 
left before Birden scored back-to- 
back baskets to give ECCC a 64-57 


advantage with 4:13 left. 

“We got our energy back in the 
second half and played pretty sound 
defense, even though we didn’t shoot 
it very well,” Hodge said, “Our 
defense kept us in the game. We held 
them to 38.7 percent (12-of-31) in the 
second half and that was a key,” 

Viverette made two free throws 70 
seconds later for a nine-point lead and 
Bender, Viverette, Burks and Chaney 
combined to go 8-for-8 at the line over 
the final 51 seconds. 

The Lady Warriors made their last 
18 free throws and were 24-of-29 for 
the game. 

“That’s awesome,” Hodge said. 
“Twenty-four of 29 from the free- 
throw line and 19-of-20 in the second 
half, 

“That shows a lot of character in 
this group and that has been a little 
Achilles’ heel for us at times. To do 
that in this tournament and this envi- 
ronment is what won the ball game for 
us.” | 

Lake Region, 24-10, got 21 points 
from Streifel and |] each from Olga 
Sevim and Jen Conely. 
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East Central women finish 


The Lady Warriors of East 
Central Community College 


wrapped up their winningest sea-' 


son ever with an by 
eighth-place finish in | Marty 
the NJCAA Division I Stamper 
Women’s _ National 
Championship last week in Kansas. 

Sixteen teams from across the 
country competed in the tourna- 
ment at Salina. 

“To go 31-4 with the group ie we 


had is pretty spectacular,” EC 


coach Brad Hodge said. “I told the 


group they had nothing to be 
ashamed of. I'm very proud of what 
these ladies have done. They're 
pretty special. 

“Off our rotation, four of the 
eight are freshmen, so 1 think 
there’s an opportunity (to come 
back) if we take advantage of it. 
We've just got to get better in the 
spring and make sure our recruiting 
class comes in ready to play.” 

* Three Rivers (Mo.) 76, EC 64: 
The Lady Warriors lost their first- 


round game to the Missouri team 
on March 16. 

Trailing 61-56, EC saw the Lady 
Raiders score 15 of the game’s final 
23 points. Jessica Wilson scored 13 of 
Three Rivers’ pernts in the finishing 
run. 

For the game, Wilson had a 
game-high 23 points and was 12-o0f- 
12 at the charity stripe as Three 
Rivers improved to 27-5. The Lady 
Raiders. went.on to place fifth. 

EC shot 39.7 percent (25-of-63) 
from the floor and 46.7 percent (7- 
of-15) from the free-throw line. 

In having a 22-game winning 
streak snapped, EC, 29-3, got 16 
points from Kristin Chaney, 13 from 
Rita Birden, nine from Kotreece 
Bender, eight from Kim Cox, seven 
from Kimyatta Viverette, and five 
from. Lenore Gray. Cox and Gray 
both had seven rebounds. Viverette 
had eight blocks. 

© EC 74, Lake Region (N.D,) 


State College 66: The Lady Warriors. 


got their first national tournament 


win since 1994 with Thursday's vic- 
tory over the Lady Royals. 

Chaney led EC, 30-3, with 18 
points, four rebounds, two steals, 
and two assists. Viverette had 11 
points, 11 rebounds, ‘and four 
blocks. Bender had 10 points, 
Birden had eight, Gray and Britney 
Burks both had, seven, Monique 
Overstreet six, and India Backstrom 
five. 

EC scored the game's first 10 
points only to have the Lady Royals 
pull even at 22-22. 

After Lake Region went up 40- 
35 with 16:25 remaining, the Lady 
Warriors went on a 12-0 run and 
never looked back. 

EC went 8-of-8 at the free-throw 
line over the final 51. seconds and 
was 19-of-20 at the line in the sec- 
ond half. 

Lake Region, 24-10, got 21 
points from Jen Streifel. 

* EC 63, Weatherford (Texas) 


College 52: The Lady Warriors hit 


six 3-point baskets in the first 11 
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minutes to knock off the Coyotes in 


Friday’s action. Bender hit three 
treys in the early going with Cox 
nailing two. - 


EC, 31-3, led 34-14 with 6:16 left 


in the first half only to have 
Weatherford close to within 38-27 
‘heading into the break. 


The Coyotes got as close as 


seven points in the second half. 
EC got 15 points, 11 rebounds, 
and two blocks from Viverette. 


Bender had 14 points, five. 


rebounds, and five assists. Gray 
had 11 points, Chaney had seven 


points and seven rebounds, and 


Cox had six points. ~ 

EC shot 50 percent from the 
floor, making 22-of-44 attempts. 
The Lady Warriors were 12-of-21 at 
the charity stripe and held a 42-32 
advantage on the boards. 

Weatherford, 25-11, got 21 
points and 10 rebounds from 
Sandra Viksryte of Lithuania, 


* College of Southern Idaho 58, 


EC 48: A cold shooting performance 


Saturday left the Lady Warriors in 
eighth place. : 

EC shot just 28.8 percent (19-of- 
66) from the floor and 40 percent (4- 
of-10) from the free-throw line. 

CSI, 29-7, took an early 10-3 lead 
and never trailed. 

The Golden Eagles took a 31-27 
lead into halftime. 

Andrea Sivakova buried a 3- 
pointer with 3:51. to give CSI its 
biggest lead of the game at 52-34. 

_A 10-0 run pulled EC to within 
52-48 with 45 seconds left, but CSI 
made all six of its free throws over 
the final 44 seconds for the win. 

The 48 points are a season low 
for the Lady Warriors. 

EC, 31-4, got 10 points and five 
rebounds from Bender, nine points 
and three steals from Cox, seven 
points and seven rebounds from 
Gray, four points and eight rebounds 
from Viverette, and five points and 
three assists from Chaney. 

Sidney Orndorff led CSI with 13 
points and 11 rebounds. 
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with 9:07 left in the game. ECCC 
closed to within 45-38 on a basket y 
fecda ita Bieden 6nd 4 sieat and lavup To go 31-4 with the group we had is pretty spectacu- 
by Cox with 7:49 to go. lar. We finished in the top eight tn the country ... I’m very 


The Golden Eagles pulled out to 
dicks Vaooet lentil the Game at 52.34 proud of what these young ladies have done. They’ve made 


on a 3-pointer from Andrea Sivakova ‘1e @ better coach. i ? 

of Slovakia with 3:51 showing. ECOC Brad Hodge, ECCC women’s 
went scoreless for four minutes, 46 asketball ch 
seconds until! Bender made a free head basketball coac 
throw with 3:03 left. 


Bender's shot sparked a 10-0 - , “ 
ECCC run that pulled the Lady War- rior run, Kimyatta Viverette scored boards. Bender closed the run with a 
riors to within 52-48 with 45 seconds two baskets, the first of which came 3-pointer from just left of the top of 
still remaining. During the Lady Ware _ after she battled for a pair of offensive _ the key. 

CSI made all six of its free throws 
over the final 44 seconds to seal the 
win. 

Bender led ECCC with 10 points 
and five rebounds. Cox had nine 
had seven points, seven rebounds, and 
three steals. Viverette had four points, 
eight rebounds, three assists, two 
blocks, and two steals. Kristin Chaney 
had five points, three rebounds and 
three assists. 

“I told the group they had nothing 
to be ashamed of,” Hodge said. “After 
all the other games we've lost, I’ve 
told them | hoped it stung a little bit. 
Let’s don’t let this one sting long 
because this sophomore group has 
done an outstanding job with their 
leadership this year. They should be 
highly commended for the job they’ ve 
done. 

“To go 31-4 with the group we had 
is pretty spectacular. We finished in 
the top eight in the country. Our objec- 
tive was to find a way to play Saturday 
and we did that. 

‘Tm very gn of what these 
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had 11 points, 11 rebounds, and three x 
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leaves EC as 


nation’s No. Oo 


By MARTY STAMPER - 
Special to The Democrat 


SALINA, Kan. — The East Central Community 





College Lady Warriors picked a bad time for a cold 


shooting performance. 

Playing in the seventh-place game in the NJCAA 
Division I Women’s National Championship, the 
Lady Warriors shot just 28.8 percent from the floor 
and 40 percent from the free-throw line Saturday in 
losing 58-48 to the College of Southern Idaho. 

ECCC finished 31-4 and pe 
placed eighth in the country for | 
Region 23’s best showing of the [7 | 
2000s. The 31 wins are a school. [~ 
record. Saturday's 48 points are 
a season low, | 

The Lady Warriors made just | 
19-of-66 field goal tries and fF Se 
were 4-of-10 at the free-throw | 9 
line. CST held a 46-39 advan- | 
tage on the boards and shot 40.7 Gra 
percent (22-of-54) from the y 
floor and 90 percent (9-of-10) from the line.: 

“AS many shots that were missed, there were def- 
initely going to be some rebounds,” ECCC head 
coach Brad Hodge said. “But if you shoot 28 percent 
for the game and 40 percent at the free-throw line, 
you don’t deserve to win. 

“We were fortunate it was four points with 45 
seconds left. We just didn’t capitalize on our oppor- 
tunities. The problem is we just can’t simulate 6- 
foot-5 (Denisa Svarova) and 6-foot-6 (Lenka Zimo- 
va) inside. 

“They packed that zone in and we couldn't knock 
down some open 3-point shots when we needed to. 
That rim gets a little tighter when that happens.” 

Southern Idaho's Meliame Halaufia scored the 
game's first four points and the Lady Warriors 
chased the Golden Eagles the rest of the afternoon. 

CSI, 29-7, held a 10-3 advantage 5 minutes into 
the game. ECCC closed to within 10-8 on a 3-poin 
er from Kim Cox with 14:44 to go in the half anda 
driving layup by Cox 7] seconds later. 

Back-to-back 3-pointers | otreece Bender 
brought ECCC to within 17-16 with 9:18 left in the 
half. A trey from Ashley Alley and a pair of close- 
range shots from Halaufia put the Golden Eagles up 














28-20 with just under four minutes showing. 
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three-point play by Kristen Harrell to 
close to within 34-23 with 4:17 left 
before intermission. 

ECCC took a 38-27 lead into the 
break after being outscored 13-4 over 

“We knew we started-out hot and 
they were willing to stay in that zone 
and pack it in on us,” Hodge said. 
“They rolled the dice and stayed with 


it and we quit making those (3-point) 


shots and quit attacking inside. That 
gave them an opportunity to get back 
in it. 

“Defensively, we were not rotating 
in the press when we picked them up.” 

The Lady Warriors went scoreless 
for six-and-a-half minutes midway 
through the second half as the Coyotes 
rallied to within 46-39 on a 3-pointer 
of their own with 10:30 left in the 
game. 

Viverette stopped the 8-0 run with 
a basket with 9:19 remaining. She 
missed a free throw after getting 
fouled on the play, but when ECCC 
came up with the rebound, Viverette 


eS Se ee 


8:58 to play. 

“We were making good stops, we 
just weren't making any shots on our 
end,” Hodge said of the drought. 
“When that happens, thal rim gets a 
little tighter and you start doubting 
some things. 

“We just had to keep doing what 


that took that pressure off our defense 


early.” 
The Coyotes got to within seven 
again at 52-45 with 7:37 left on back- 
to-back baskets | 


Naeer lad Hse a fox 
mer Neshoba Central standout — just 
beat the shot clock for a 54-45 lead 

with 7:04 left. 

The final damage was done when 
Bender buried her fourth 3-pointer 
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From then on, the Coyotes were 


content to get a basket here and there. 
and let ECCC run the shot clock down 
without fouling. 

Viverette led ECCC, 31-3, with 15 
points, 11 rebounds, two blocks and 
two steals, 

Bender had 14 points, five 
rebounds, and five assists. Lenore 
Gray had 11 points, four rebounds, 
and two assists. 

Chaney had seven points, seven 
rebounds, and three assists. Cox had 








Leverette had four points. 


ECCC shot 50 percent from the 
floor, making 22-of-44 attempts. The 
Lady Warriors were 12-of-21 at the 
charity stripe. 

ECCC out rebounded the Coyotes 
42-32. ; 

Weatherford shot only 32.8 percent 
(21-of-64) from the floor and 53.8 per- 
cent (7-of-13) from the line, The Coy- 
otes forced ECCC into 29 tumovers, 
while turning the ball over only 17 
times themselves. 
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WEATHERFORD, TX 52 


EC stays alive, 
reaches final 


day of tourney 


By MARTY STAMPER 
Special to The Democrat 


SALINA, Kan. — Mission accomplished. 

After losing their first-round game in the NJCAA 
Women’s National Basketball Championship on 
Tuesday, the Lady Warriors of East Central Com- 
munity College had to revise their goals here. Mak- 
ing it to consolation bracket championship game on 
Saturday became their new cause, 

Thanks to a sizzling first 11 minutes from Lene 
range, the Lady Warriors defeat- 
ed Weatherford (Texas) College |) 
63-52 Friday afternoon to.reach | 
Saturday's 1 p.m. contest with 
the College of Southern Idaho. 
The winner of the champi- 
onship matchup will place sev- 7 
enth, while the loser will finish FF ' 
eighth. | 
Southern Idaho, 28-7, |. 
advanced with a 60-58 win over 
Vincennes (Ind.) Friday, 

“That was our objective, to find a way to get here 
on Saturday.” ECCC head coach Brad Hodge said. 
“Our performance in the first game was not a typical 
performance for us. I think we've gotten better each 
game we’ ve played and, hopefully, we can come out 
and demonstrate some more improvement tomorrow 
(Saturday).” 

Against Weatherford, the Lady Warriors were a 
remarkable 6-of-9 from behind the arc in the first 
half with all six baskets coming in the first 10 min- 


Bender 


utes, 15 seconds. Kristin Chaney started the trifectas — 


with Kotreece Bender knocking down the next 3 
over a span of just under 3 minutes. 

Kim Cox came off the bench to bury two bombs 
for a 26-11 lead with 9:45 left in the half. 

The Lady Warriors shot 52 percent (13-of-25) 
from the floor in the first half and 85.7 percent (6-of- 
7) from the free-throw line. They also had a 21-14 

“Knowing it’s playing to get to Saturday, to get 


- off to a good start, to get a good feeling and take a 


lot of pressure off our defense, that was an awesome 
beginning to the game,” Hodge said. “That group 
that started the game came out ready to play and 
demonstrated it that first 10 minutes or so.” 

Two baskets by Kimyatta Viverette and a basket 
and two free throws from Ebone’e Leverette gave 
the Lady Warriors their biggest lead of the game at 
34-14 with 6: S infial aeirabroiong 


Weatherford d went on a 9-0 run, capped, 
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THREE RIVERS, MO 76 
EASTCENTRAL —_— 64 


Lady Raiders 


pull away in 





tourney Opener 


By MARTY STAMPER 
Special to The Democrat - 


SALINA, Kan. — Every time the East Central 


Community College Lady Warriors hit the Three 
Rivers (Mo.) Community College Lady Raiders last 
Tuesday afternoon, the Missouri girls hit back just a 
little harder. Three Rivers scored 15 of the game’s 
final 23 points to take a 76-64 win. 

Jessica Wilson, a 5-foot-6 sophomore guard from 
Three Rivers’ hometown of ae a Bluff, landed the 
knockout blows as she scored 
13 straight Lady Raider points 
in the final 3:03. In the stretch, 
Wilson was 8-of-8 at the free- 
throw line and hit two baskets, 
including a 3-pointer. 8 

ECCC was only down 61-56 
when Wilson took over the 
game. 

“T just tried to step up and be | 
a leader for my team and try and 
get them going,” Wilson said. 


Chaney f 


“It got me going and everybody was getting pumped 


up.” 

Wilson finished with a game-high 23 points, 
including a 12-of-12 effort at the free-throw line. 

“I've been shooting about 85 percent, so that’s 
pretty normal,” Wilson said. 

The 29-3 Lady Warriors, who had a 22-game win 
streak snapped, never stayed in sync for any extend- 
ed period of time. ECCC finished with 17 turnovers 
and was out-rebounded 44-35, 

ECCC shot 39.7 percent (25-of-63) from the 
floor and only 46.7 percent (7-of-15) from the free- 
throw line. 

“Maybe the trip was still in our legs,” ECCC 
head coach Brad Hodge said. “We never could get 


our timing down all day . Nervousness, or whatever " 


it was, We just didn’t perform the way we're capable 
of performing. We've had those games before, but 
today we just couldn’t make stops when we weren't 
performing offensively. 

“Every time we'd give them a few punches, 
they'd find a way to hit us back. They'd stop our 
runs. That’s a well-coached team. Well-coached 
teams will do that to you.” 

ECCC scored the game's first four points, only to 
have Three Rivers tally the next seven, 

ECCC trailed by as many as six points in the first 
half before Kristin Chaney tied the game at 23 with 
a three-point play with 6:53 to go in the half. 


The teams swapped the lead 10 times overafour- .. 


See GAME 1, page 5B 








WEEK OF_ Maro\n SS 


Game 1_ < hen i 
Continued from page 3B. 


minute span before Three Rivers 
closed the half with a 5-0 run to carry 
a 40-36 lead into halftime. 

A three-point play by Chaney with 
16:46 left gave the Lady Warriors a 
44-42 lead. 

Leading 46-44 on a pair of 
Kotreece Bender free throws with 15 
minutes to go, the Lady Warriors 
failed to add to their lead on two 
straight possessions. 

Wilson buried a trey with 13:25 left 
for a 49-46 Three Rivers lead and 
ECCC never caught the Lady Raiders 
again. 

“We never could get back in the 
lead,” Hodge said. “I thought if we 
could get in the lead, we could take 
control of it, but they made good 


ECCC got 16 points from Chaney, 
13 from Rita Birden, nine from Ben- 
der, eight from Kim Cox, seven from 
Kimyatta Viverette, and five from 
Lenore Gray. Cox and Gray both had 
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seven rebounds, while Viverette had 


six and Bender had five to go with 
four assists. Viverette had eight 
blocks. 

Three Rivers had a good scouting 
report on thanks to Itawamba 
Community College, according to 
Wilson. 

“We knew a lot about each player 
individually,” Wilson said, “We knew 
pretty much their first names and what 
they did. 

“We focused on stopping Chaney 
and (Viverette) and we knew what the 
rest of them did.” | 

In addition to Wilson’s 23 points, 
Three Rivers, 27-5, also got 17 points 
from Ashley Williams, 11 from 
Emmerentia Ledwaba, and eight each 
from Nicole Rivers and Victoria 
Richards. 

“They re not a bad group,” Hodge 
said. “They earned the night to get 
here. I thought their guard play was a 
lot quicker than what we anticipated.” 
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EMG arte assistant 
SALINA, Kan. — If it's Saturday and 


youre still playing ball in Salina, you've 


done ood. 
The East Central Community College 
uady Warriors have indeed done well as 





loss to Three Rivers (Mo.) Community 
College on Tuesday to beat Lake Region 
(N.D.) State College 74-66 on Thursday 
_ Weatherford (Texas) College 63-52 on 


_ Today's action finds the 31-3 Lady War- 
on the 28-7 College of 
Southern Idaho Golden Eagles in the sev- 
enth-place g 
*couthern. Taaho has to be the biggest 
team in the tournament,” EC CC head 
coach Brad Hodge s iid. “When you've got 
two 6 foot-6 or 6-foot-7 kids out there, that’s 
a lot of size to balance and they’re sitting in 
that zone. 

“That group would ie? us take advan- 
tage of our press more and not get in a half 
court game. We've got a little more speed 
and quickness. We definitely don't want 
this team in a halfcourt game.” 

CSI lost its first game to Seward (Kan.) 
78- 57, but bounced back with wins over 
Southeastern [lois (73-46) and Vin- 
cennes (Ind.) University (60-58). 

The Golden Eagles have committed 67 
turnovers in their three games, but have 23 
more rebounds than their opponents. 

Leading CSI are twin towers Lenka 
Zi ey and Denisa Svarova, both from Slo- 
vakia 

CSI did lose 5-foot-6 starting guard 
Delicia Jernigan to an injury late in 
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Friday's win over Vincennes. She had to be 
carried from the court and did not return. 
Her status for today’s game is unknown. 
Big time program 

You can’t accuse Trinity Valley (Texas) 
of not doing it up right in the NJCAA Divi- 
sion I] Women's National Basketball Cham- 
pionship, ©» 

Not only did the Athens, Texas, school 
send a 32-0 and top-seeded team to the 
tournament, but there's also a 27-person 
cheerleading squad and a pep band to sup- 
port the Lady Cardinals in their quest fora 
possibile fifth national championship. 

Trinity previously won titles in 1994, 
1996, 1997, and 1999. 

Two of the Lady Cardinals are from Mis- 
sissippi — LaCourtney Ratliff of Canton, 
who originally signed with Ole Miss, and 
LaKeisha Carter of Jackson Provine. 


Black and Gold 


In addition to East Central and Three 
Rivers, other teams wearing black and gold 
at this year’s tournament are Weatherford 
(Texas) and the College of Southern Idaho. 

Blue and gold are popular colors too as 
they are worn by three teams here — Gulf 
Coast (Fla.), Western Nebraska, and Vin- 
cennes (Ind.). 


It really happened ... twice 


Mississippi junior colleges have cap- 
tured two national championships since 
1975. Northwest Mississippi won in 1983 
with Northeast Mississippi bringing home 
all the marbles in 1987. 

Texas teams have won 14 of the 29:tour- 
naments from 1975-2003. In addition to 
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Trinity Valley’s four crowns, Kilgore has 
won three times, Panola and Odessa twice 
each, and Temple and Tyler once each. 


Striking resemblance 


Margaret DeCiman, the 6-foot-7 
standout from Seward County (Kan.) by 
way of Regina, Canada, is the niece of the 
ultra slender Manute Bol. There’s a strong 
similarity, both facially and in their build. 


Thanks for the help 


East Central Gonuniinity College's offi- 
cial host for the 2004 tournament has been 
Archie Riggs of Salina. He has shown the 
Lady Warriors lots of hospitality and his 
wife has made them several batches of 
cookies. 


She’s really a princess 


Lake Region (N.D.) State college 
freshman Babette Noah Ndjandjo is actu- 
ally a princess in her home country of 
Cameroon, 


See ya in Booneville 
Three Rivers (Mo.) basketball coach 


Jack Childress is also a softball coach at 


the school. The Lady Raiders will be 
playing in a softball tournament at North- 
east Mississippi Community College next 
week, Among the participating teams will. 
be East Central. 

The Lady Raiders have a pair of ace 
freshman hurlers, including a lefty that 
has eight pitches, according to Megan 
Brown, who plays forward on the basket- 
ball team and second base and right field 
on the softball squad. 
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MARCH WAS MADDENING FOR THE 








Miranda Rosar (left) stands 5- Rita Birden shoots for _Little Rock’s Kristin Chaney splits Three 


foot-11, but she was dwarfed by two points in a first- Rivers defenders Bliss Roberson (24) and 
6-foot-6 Lenka Zimova of the round game with Three — Jessica Wilson (33) in first-round action. 
College of Southern Idaho. Rivers, Mo. 

Zimova is from Slovakia. Photos by Marty Stamper. 
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| eG 
India Backstrom of 
Neshoba Central gets past 
the defense of Weatherford 
(Texas) Coyotes Sandra 
Viksryte and Laura Kizyte. 


hd 





Kimyatta Viverette of Lake shoots in 
EC’s win over Weatherford (Texas) 
College. Defending is Karolina 
Sokalska from Poland. Viverette was 
named to the all-tournament team. 








Warriors 
grab win 


By Marty Stamper 
EMG sports assistant 

SALINA, Kan. — Mission accom- 
plished. 

After losing their first-round game 
in the NJCAA Division | Women’s 
National Basketball Championship on 
Tuesday, the Lady Warriors of East 
Central Community College had to 
revise their goals , a 
here. Making it to 
Saturday became 
their new cause. — 

Thanks to a siz- |. 
zling first 11 minutes | 
from 3-point range, [ 
the Lady Warriors | 
defeated Weather- /" 
| ford (Texas) College i 

63-52 Friday after- 4 
noon to reach today’s Hodge 
1 p.m. contest with . 
the College of Southern Idaho, The 
winner of today's game will place sev- 
enth, while the loser will finish eighth. 
Southern Idaho (28-7) advanced 
with a 60-58 win over Vincennes (Ind.) 
Friday, no ae a 

_ “That was our objective, to find a 

way to get here on Saturday,” ECCC 
head coach Brad Hodge said. “Our 
performance in the first game was not 
a typical performance for us. | think 
we've gotten better each game we've 
played, and hopefully, we can come 
out and demonstrate some more 
improvement (today).” 
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_ Against Weatherford, the Lady 
Warriors were a remarkable 6-of-9 
from behind the arc in the. first half 
with all six baskets coming in the first 
10 minutes, 15 seconds. Kristin 
Chaney started the trifectas with 
Kotreece Bender knocking down.the 
next three over a span of just under 
three minutes. Kim Cox came off the 
bench to bury two bombs fot a 26-11 
lead with 9:45 left in the half, 

The Lady Warriors shot 52 percent 
(13-0f-25) frem the floor in the first 
half and 85.7 percent (6-of-7) from the 
free-throw line. They also had a 21-14 
advantage on the boards, 

“Knowing it's playing to get to Sat- 
urday, to get off to a good start, to 
get a good feeling and take a lot of 
pressure off our defense, that was an 
awesome beginning to the game,” 
Hodge said. “That group that started 
the game came out ready to play and 
demonstrated it in that first 10 min- 
utes or so.” 

‘Two baskets by Kimyatta Viverette 
and a basket. and two free throws from 
Ebone’e Leverette gave the Lady War- 
riors their biggest lead of the game at 
34-14 with 6:16 to go before halftime. 

Weatherford went on a 9-0 run, 
capped by a three-point play by 
Kristen Harrell to close to within 34-23 
with 4:17 left before intermission. 

ECCC took a 38-27 lead into the 
break after being outscored 13-4 over 
the final six minutes. 

“We knew we started out hot and 
they were:willing to stay in that zone 
and pack it in on us,” Hodge said; 
“They rolled the dice and stayed with 
it and we quit making those (3-point) 
shots and quit attacking inside. That 
eure them an opportunity to get back 
in it. 
_ “Defensively, we were not rotating 
in the press when we picked them 
up. ; 
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Lady Warriors fall 
in NJCAA tourney 


By Marty Stamper 
MA ‘EMG sports assistant 
SALINA, Kan. — The East Central 
Community College Lady Warriors 
picked a bad-time for a cold shooting 


perfo 
Playin: ‘the s seventh-place | game 
in the e NICAN Divi Division A Women’s 
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left i in the eatie. 

ECCC closed to within’ 45. 
38 on a basket from Rita Birden 
and a steal and layup by Cox 
with 7:49 to go. 

The Golden Eagles pulled 
out to their biggest lead of the 
game at 52-34 on a 3-pointer 
fro sei y of § 
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Courthy Yates 
: Yates is a freshman student 
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ECCC ladies win three-of-four vs. Co-Lin 


By ROCKY HIGGINBOTHAM 
Sports Editor 


East Central Community College 
took three of four contests from previ- 
ously-undefeated Copiah-Lincoln, 
then split four contests in a loaded 
Northeast Mississippi tournament in 
junior-college softball action last 
week. 

The Lady Warriors split a makeup 
doubleheader at Co-Lin last Monday, 
winning 5-3 in the second contest and 
handing the Lady Wolves their first 
loss of the season after nine straight 
wins — including an 8-0 victory in 
Game | of the twinbill. 

In a rematch at Decatur on 
Wednesday, homestanding East Cen- 
tral swept Co-Lin, dropping the Lady 
Wolves 7-5 and 2-1. EC went on to 
split four contests in Booneville over 
the weekend, and the Lady Warriors 
entered this week with a record of 10- 
6. 

ECCC will go to Mississippi Delta 
today, then host Holmes Friday in a 
Central Division doubleheader. Tues- 
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day (April 6), the Lady Warriors go to 
Meridian Community College. 

* Copiah-Lincoln 8-3, East Cen- 
tral 0-5: In last Monday's split, Mar- 
ley Smith picked up the win on the hill 
in Game 2, dropping the Lady Wolves 
to 9-1, 

Shelly Ferguson and Kristin 
Chaney had a double apiece to lead 
ECCC, which scored three times in 
the sixth inning to overcome a 3-2 
deficit, 

In the opener, Co-Lin got four runs 
in the first inning and two each in the 
second and third to make a loser of 
Lauren Barrett. The Lady Warriors 
managed just three hits. 

* East Central 7-2, Copiah-Lin- 
coln 5-1: Two days later at ECCC, the 
Lady Warriors swept Co-Lin. 

In the opener, EC scored at least 
one run in every inning and won 
despite being out-hit 11-8. Barrett got 
her second victory of the season on the 
hill, while Smith — the freshman 
from Union — got the save. 

Ferguson had a single and double 
and former Philadelphia standout 
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Jhaun Sparnecht had two singles. 

In the second contest, Smith 
improved to 5-2 on the hill by scatter- 
ing seven hits. EC got single runs in 
the second and sixth innings. 

¢ Northeast Tournament: The 
Lady Warriors won two contests 
against out-of-state competition Fri- 
day im tournament action = at 
Booneville, then lost a pair Saturday. 

ECCC opened the event with a 12- 
3 win over Dyersburg State, then held 
off Southwest Tennessee for an [1-6 
victory, 

Against Dyersburg, Barrett 
improved to 3-4 with the win and 
Obreisha Davis collected three sin- 
gles. Smith and Sparnecht both had a 
pair of hits, while Ferguson, Suzanne 
Chaney and Krissi Harris all had dou- 
bles. 

ECCC then jumped out to an II-] 
lead over Southwest Tennessee and 


CARTHAGINIAN 


coasted to the win. Lisa Wolf (2-0) gc 
the victory, while Kristen Chaney ha 
a single, double and triple. 

Ferguson had a single and doubk 
Davis had two singles, Sparnecht ha 
a triple and Harris a double. 

On Saturday, the Lady Warrior 
were blanked 1-0 by host Northeas 
then they lost a 17-6 decision to Jack 
son (Tenn.) State. 

Against Northeast, Sparnecht an 
Harris had East Central's only two hit 
with a-double and single, respectively 
Smith (5-3) took the loss despite giv 
ing up just three hits, 

In the loss to Jackson (Tenn.) State 
ECCC fell behind 4-0 in the firs 
inning and spent the rest of the contes 
playing catch-up. 

Barrett (3-5) took the loss, whil 
Kristin Chaney had a double and twi 
singles and Harris chipped in two sin 
gles. 
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Mich. . ter jul Fi 
LPT ses eee ™ ir 
games set for April 10 
@ The state's top community — 
- aul pe hi basketball 

_ Players will display their talen 
Saturday, Apri iO. when the ¥ 
annual MACJC All-Star Basket- 
ball Games are held at Choctaw 
's Set for 1 p.m. with men’s action 
getting under way at p.m. 

In the women’s contest, East 
Central will be represented by 
Newton's Lenore Gray, Lake’s 
Kimyatta Viverette and Rita Bir- 
den on the South team. Coach- 
es are Brad Hodge (head) and 





Sponsors for the annual All- 
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_ ECCC Coach aponored 


DECATUR--East ‘Cen ; . i 


tral Community College 
women's basketball coach 
Brad. Hodge was named 
Region 23 and MACJC 
“Coach of the Year” after 
leading the Lady Warriors 
to the South Division, 


State and Region 23 titles fj 
and a°berth in the 2004 


NJCAA. Division I 
Women’s Basketball 
Championship held in 
Salina, Kansas. The Lady 
Warriors posted a 2-2 


_ECCC Head Basketball 
Coach Brad Hodge 

2003-04 campaign 

record 3] wins nf 
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mark in the weeklong tour- four defeats. Hodg 
nament and finished run- completing his third 
ners-up intheConsolation head coach at ECEC. 7 
opBracket.. The ECCC where he served the pre- 
| «wemen completed the vious two years as an as- 
Sistant for the Lady War- 
riorand Warrior programs. 


He is also a former assis- 
tant at Northeast Louisi- 
ana University and Athens 
_ State College. He is mar- 
- tied to the former Alida 
Jones of Decatur, Ala., 
who serves as a counse- 
lor at Neshoba Central 
High School. (EC Photo) 
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JUCO All-Star Basketball 
Games Scheduled April 10 


DECATUR=~The state's 
top community and j junior 
college basketball play 

| will display their talents 
Saturday, April 10, 2004. 
when the annual MACIJC 
All-Star Basketball Games 
| are held at Choctaw Cen- 
tral High School -in 
Choctaw, MS. Tip-off for 
the Women’s game is set 
| for | p.m. with men’s ac- 
tion getting underway at 3 
p.m, Meémbers of the 
South Women’s team are 
Victoria Richardson, 
Copiah-Lincoln Commu- 
nity College; Rita Birden 
| (Monroe, La.), Lenore 
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Williams and Angell Lidell, 


both of Mississippi Gulf 
Coast Community College; 
Lalonya Thomas, Hinds 
Community - College: 
Sharon Pendarvis, Jones 
County Junior College; 
Stephanie-Mosley, Merid- 
ian Community College; 
Monique Dale and Kiera 
Tillman, both of Pearl River 
Community College; and 
Dwanna Addison, South- 
west Mississippi Commu- 
nity College, Coaches are 
Brad Hodge (head) and 
LaCole Brooks (assistant) 
of ECCC. Members of the 
South men’s team include 


| Gray (Newton) and Jeremy Richardson, 
Kimyatta Viverettte Copiah-Lincoln Commu- 
(Lake), nity College; Jamaal Mar- 
allofEast. tin (Northeast Lauderdale, 
Central Meridian), East Central 
Commu-. Community College; 
nity Col- Tommy Biggoms, Missis- 
Kimyatta lege; sippi Gulf Coast Commu- 
Viverette JoAnna — nityCollege; Donald Jones, 
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Jesse Taylor and Adrian 
Harper, all of Hinds Com- 
munity College; Tim 
Brumfield and John Grey, 
both of Jones County Jun- 
ior College: Willie Powers, 
Meridian Community Col- 
lege; Ray Salvage and 
Carlos Cole, both of Pearl 
River Community College; 
and Nic Gamble, South- 
west Mississippi Commu- 
nity College. Coaches are 
Bill Smith (head) and 
Keyin McGhee (assistant) 
of, ECCC. The North 
Women’s team includes 
Akiesta Cox, Coahoma 
Community College; Mary 
Timms and Megan Colona, 
both of Holmes Commu- 
nity College; Tiffany Gorth 
and Michelle Freeman, 
both of Itawamba-Com- 
munity College; Lawanda 
Stewart and Kiona Will- 
iams, both of Mississippi 
See “ECCC” page 7 
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“ECCC”. 
continued from page 4 
Delta Community College; 
Marquetia Thomas, Am- 
ber Hughes and Staranna 
Frazier, all of Northeast 
Mississippi Community 
College; and Marquita 
Barksdale and T’ Anna 


’ Brown, both of Northwest 


Mississippi Community 
College. Dale Peay of East 
Mississippi Community 
College will serve as head 
coach. Members of the 
North men’s team are 
Cedric Thomas, Coahoma 
Community College; Jo- 
seph Collins, East 
SIppi Community Coll 
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ECCC coach honored with Region, State awards ... 


East Central Community College women’s basketball coach Brad Hodge has been named Region 23 and MACJC Coach of the Year 
after leading the Lady Warriors to the Division, State and Region 23 titles and earning EC a berth in the 2004 NJCAA Division | 
Women’s Basketball Championship in Salina, Kansas. The Lady Warriors went 2-2 in the week-long tournament and finished as run- 
ners-up in the consolation bracket. The ECCC women completed the 2003-04 campaign with a remarkable record of 31-4. Hodge 
is completing his third season as head coach at ECCC, where he served the previous two years as an assistant for the Lady War- 
rior and Warrior programs. He is also a former assistant at Northeast Louisiana University and Athens State College. He is married 
to the former Alida Jones of Decatur, Ala., who serves as a counselor and assistant softball coach at Neshoba Central High School. 
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Juco hoops all-star games Saturday at Choctaw 





From staff reports — 


The state's top community and 
junior college basketball players will 
display their talents Saturday, when 
the annual MACIC All-Star Basket- 
ball Games are-held at Choctaw Cen- 
tral High School on the Pearl River 
Indian Reservation. 

Tip-off for the women’s game is set 
for | p.m., with men’s action getting 
under way at 3 p.m. 

Members of the South women's 
team are Victoria Richardson, Copiah- 
Lincoln Community College; Rita 
Birden (Monroe, La.), Lenore Gray 
(Newton) and Kimyatta Viverettte 
(Lake), all of East Central Communi- 


ty College; JoAnna Williams and 
Angell Lidell, both of Mississippi 
Gulf Coast Community College; 
LaTonya Thomas, Hinds Community 
College; Sharon Pendarvis, Jones 
County Junior College; Stephanie 
Mosley, Meridian Community Col- 
lege; Monique Dale and Kiera Till- 
man, both of Pearl River Community 
College; and Dwanna Addison, South- 
west Mississippi Community College. 

Coaches are Brad Hodge (head) 
and LaCole Brooks (assistant) of 
ECCC. 






Members of the South men’s tap 
Lincoln Community. Colle Jamaal 
Martin (Northeast Lau »), East 


Central Community College; Tommy 
Biggoms, Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College; Donald Jones, 
Jesse Taylor and Adrian Harper, all of 
Hinds Community College; Tim 


Broomfield and John Gray, both of 


Jones County Junior College; Willie 
Powers, Meridian Community Col- 
lege; Ray Salvage and Carlos Cole, 
both of Pearl River Community Col- 
lege; and Nic Gamble, Southwest 
Mississippi Community College. 
Coaches are Bill Smith (head) and 
Kevin McGhee (assistant) of ECCC. 
a sos women’ s team includes 






Sage of Holmes Community 


Kiona Williams, both of 


College; Tiffany Garth and Michelle 
Freeman, both of Itawamba Commu- 
nity College; Lawanda- Stewart and 

ew 


Delta Community College; Marquetia 





Thomas, Amber Hughes and Staranna | 


Frazier, all of Northeast Mississippi 


Community College; and Marquita 


Barksdale and T’ Anna Brown, both of 
Northwest Mississippi Community 
College. | 

Dale Peay of East Mississippi 
Community College will serve as 

Members of the North men's team 
are Cedric Thomas, Coahoma Com- 
munity College; Joseph Collins, East 


See ALL-STARS, page 4B 
a 
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Page 4, Lake Messenger, April 14, 2004 


South All-Stars 
Co-MVPs 


DECATUR--JoAnna 
Williams (center) of Mis- 
sissipp! Gulf Coast Com- 
munity College and 
Kimyatta Viverette of East 
Central Community Col- 
lege Community College 
shared most valuable play- 
ers honors after leading the 
South All-Stars to a 88-70 


MACIJC All-Star Gamés 
held Saturday afternoon at 
Choctaw Central High 
School in Choctaw, MS. 
Williams, a former Gulfport 
High School! star, and 
Viverette, a former 
standout at Lake, each had 
14 points to lead the South. 
They are shown receiving 


thumping over the North 
squad in the annual 


the MVP award from 
South All-Star coach Brad 
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Hodge, who serves as women’s head baskethal] coach 
at East Central Community College in Decatur. ECCC, 
the Pearl River Resort, Mississippi Band of Choctaw 
Indians, Pepsi and Mississippi Sports Medicine sponsor 
the All-Star games, (EC Photo) 
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CCC; 


East Central Community College bask 
ball Coaches announced 0 signees for ne 





‘season Thursday night with seven 


g future Lady Warriors 

oming in to help Before arty 
“the Region 23 championship Steeantt 
the 2003-04 Lady Warriors won 





are Kristin Caldwell of Leake Academy, 


Erica Hardin of Louisville, Dominetrix 
Hunter pi Philadel Iphia, Be peed Steele of 





' meh Flint of Class 3A state Bion 
Choctaw Central is expected to 4a this week. 
a 


“Tm very excited about having this 
group,” EC head coach Brad Hodge said. 
_"Tt's another group that’s similar ta what 
we've had in the fact that they come from 
good coaching and have had. opportunities 
to play for a chermpionship or have been in a 
championship setting. That's a positive. 
_ “it's a different kind of group than what 
— ve had. Actually, we’re probably a lot 
tronger offensive-skill wise, but there are 
ow differences there athletically. 

- “It’s a group we're excited to have as part 
of our family here and | look forward to get- 
ting after it with them.” 

Caldwell, a 5-foot-11 forward, ave | 
17 points, 8.5 rebounds, 2.0 steals and had 92 
blocked shots for the 38-3 Academy © Overall 
runner-up Rebelettes of Leake. 
Hunter, a 5-foot-10 fo! farc 
14.8. points and 6.6 rebou iy. 
Lae SEE RAOED. of PI iiladel 
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’ Whi ce = i) enemies Me = ard, Vv aes 
aged 13. 1 "points, 6.5 rebounds, an 2.6 
assists for the 9-21 Lady Jackets of Union. 


Hardin and Steele are both 5-foot-7 guards? 


and Viverette is a 6-foot-1 center. Flint, a 5-foot- 


9 guard, averaged 15.8 points, 5.2 rebounds, 
2.4 assists, and had.24 blocked shots, 

EC men’s head coach Bill Smith addéd three 
new players — Ricardo Alcantar of Newton 
County, Jacquas Jones of Forest, and Pierre 
Barlow of Scott Gentral. Alcantar and Barlow” 
are both guards, while Jones is a forward. 

“Hopeful iy these three young men can 

help contribute for us next 

year,” Smith said. “We're counting on them 

because we've only got four freshmen com- 
ing back that will be sophomores. 

“We're going to be a aie very young 
team next year and hopefu lly these three can 
come in and help us right away.” 

Alcantar averaged 18.3 points, 6 assists, 3 
rebounds, and 2 steals for the 18-11:Cougars 
of Newton County. He was an 88.6 percent 
free-throw shooter. 

Joties helped. Forest, reach the Class 3A 
South State Final Four. Barlow led Scott Central 
to a 27-8 season and a trip to the second round. 
of the Class 1A South State Tournament. 

Neither Hodge nor Smith signed any out- 
of-staters Thursday. 

“We've got some kids narrowed down,” 
Smith said. “It’s just a question of them 
wig whether they're going to sign or 
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White Inks with ECCC 

Union senior Lauren White, seated center, signs a basketball scholarship with 
East Central Community College last week. With White are (seated from left) 
parents Janice and Rodney White, and (back row) ECCC head coach Brad 


Hodge, Union girls’ basketball coach Brandi Reeves, and ECCC assistant LaCole 
Brooks. Photo by Marty Stamper. 
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ECCC ladies add six signees ... 


The following area slandout basketball players have signed national letters-of-intent to con 
ketball careers at East Central Community College in Decatur: Kristen Caldwell, a post pla 
Academy; Erica Hardin, a quard from Louisville High Schooi; Dominetrix Hunter, a forware 

phia High School; Heather Steele, a guard from Nanih Waiya High School; April Viverette 

Lake High School; and Lauren White, a forward from Union High School, ECCC wom 

coach Brad Hodge and assistant coach LaCole Brooks welcomed the signees during a 

Thursday at Decatur. All six, as well as Choctaw Central's Ashley Flint — who is expec 

week — should help the Lady Warriors in thelr defense of their Stale and Region 23 « 

Hodge said. Hunter is shown al left with her parents, Linda and Chris Johnson, and (sta 

Hodge; Jason Gentry, Philadelphia girls’ head basketball coach; and Brooks. Below | 

shown with her parents, Tammy and Jim Caldwell, and (standing from left) Hodge; Di 

APP EARED IN: Leake Academy girls’ basketball coach; and Brooks. White is shown below with her parer 
| Janice While, and (standing from left) Hodge; Brandi Reeves, Union girls’ basketball coa 
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April Five iverette inks with East st Central . 


Lake High School standent basketball player April Viverette has jibe national letter 
of intent to continue her athletic career at East Central Community College in Decatur. 
Viverette, a 6'1” center, is shown during a recent signing ceremony with her parents, Zettie 
Viverette and Robert Johnson, and (standing from left) Brad Hodge, ECCC women’s head bas- 
"ioe soot i er sister, “4 Warrior Kimyatta Viverette and brother, Al Viverette Bill 


I coach; and LaCole Brooks, ECCC women's assistant basketba/ 
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Mao member of Eu Comat 
ent to continue their athletic careers on the an 
Monique Overstreet (center) of South | on the. 


suard/forward Kimyatta Viverette 


Brad Hodge is pictured with the standout haskerhoy 
ith the standout 

23 titles and the Consotation Bracket runmer-sp 

“alina, Kansas, The Lady Warriors finished eighth 
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Three Lady 
| Warriors ink with 
four-year schools 


Three members, of East 
Central Community College's 
| onship women’s basketball 
team have signed national let- 
ters of intent to continue their 
athletic careers on the universi- 
ty level. 

Forward. Lenore Gray of 
Newton and guard /forward 
Monique Overstreet of South 
Leake inked with Mississippi 
Valley State University and 
guard / forward Kimyatta 
Viverette of Lake signed with the 
University of South Alabama. 

Gray averaged 13 points 
and eight rebounds as a sopho- 
more. Overstreet averaged 
seven points and three 
rebounds. Viverette averaged 


— _- 
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Nanih Waiya High School standout basketball player Heather Steele has signed a 


_ national letter of intent to continue her athletic career at East Central Community 


College in Decatur. Steele, a 5'7” guard, is shown during a recent signing ceremony 
with her mother, Ruby Steele, and (standing from left) Brad Hodge, ECCC womenis 


head basketball coach; Renee Jones, Nanih Walya girlsi basketball coach; and LaCole 
Brooks, ECCC assistant women’s basketball coach. | 
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East Central Community Col- 
lege added another big name 
its 2004 signing class last 
Thursday, when Choctaw Cen- 
tral’s Ashley Flint signed to play 
next season with the Lady War- 
riors. Blint was an All-State 
Tournament performer this past 
season in helping Choctaw 
Central to the Class 3A State 
championship and a No. 1 rank 
ing. Flint, shown taking the pen 
from East Central women’s 
coach Brad Hodge at last 
week's signing ceremony, is the 
seventh signee this spring for 
the Lady Warriors. Also shown 
during the ceremony are (seat- 
ed) Flint’s mother, Phyllis 
Anderson; and (standing, from 
left) Choctaw assistant coach 
Jason Bell and Choctaw head 
coach Walter Wilson. 
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Alcantar Inks with ECCC 

Newton County senior Ricardo Alcantar recently 
signed a basketball scholarship with East Central 
Community College. Alcantar averaged 18,3 points, 
six assists, three rebounds, and two steals for the 
Cougars. He was an 88.6 percent free-throw shoot- 
er. Also shown are Newton County coach Johnny — 
Slaughter, left, and ECCC head coach Bill Smith.’ 
Photo by Lois Cooper. = === 
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ECCC representatives shine in all-star contests ... 


East Central Community College coaches and players were on winning teams in the annual 
MACJC All-Star Basketball Games heid recently at Choctaw Central High School. Lady War- 
rior head coach Brad Hodge (left) directed the South women to an easy 88-70 victory over the 
North All-Siars, and Warrior head mentor Billy Smith (right) directed the South men to their 97- 
94, come-from-behind win. Representing the Lady Warriors on the South roster were Rita Bir- 
den (20), a product of St. Fredrick High School in Monroe, La.; Kimyatta Viverette (34) of Lake 
and Lenore Gray of Newton. Viverette poured in 14 points and shared most valuable player 
honors with Gulf Coast's JoAnna Williams, who also scored 14 points. Gray had nine points and 
Birden added three. Jamaal Martin (22), a product of Northeast Lauderdale High School in 
Meridian, was the lone Warrior representative on the South squad and scored three points. 
ECCC assistant coaches LaCole Brooks (women) and Kevin McGhee (men) also served as 
assistants on the All-Star teams. The Pear! River Resort, Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians, 
Pepsi, Mississippi Sports Medicine and ECCC sponsor the All-Star games. 
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A IE ATT ee trecae = 
EC's Birden 
®-..-.78« rit eh j 
_ inks with 
Delta State 

East Central Community 
College sophomore _— Rita 
| Birden of Monroe, La.,. has 
signed a letter of intent to play 
basketball at Delta State... 

_Birden rebounded from a 
knee’ injury her freshman year 
to play a major role in ECCC’s 
31-4 season that resulted in a 
| St get finish in the 
NJCAA Women's” National 


Championship Tournament at 
Salina, Kan. 
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Louisville High 
School standout 
basketball player 
| Erica Hardin has 
signed a national 
| jetter of intent to 
continue her athlet- 
ic career at East 
Central Community 
College in Decatur. — 
Hardin, a 5i7i guard, | 
is shown during a | 
recent signing cere- 
mony with her 
‘mother, prose | 
Hardin, and (stanc- | 
ing from left) ECCC | 








womenis basketball | 
coaches | vf 
Hodge (head) and 
LaCole Brooks. 
ENS Tn | 
5 | | ak 4 
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EAST CENTRAL AWARDS 





Men’s Basketball 
Newcomer of the Year: Ryan Hudson, 
Louisville . 
Most improved: Tawon Walker, Nesho- 
ba Central F 
Warrior Award: Al Willis, Newton Coun- 


; Best Defensive Player: Stephen Dyess, 
Northeast Lauderdale 

Best Rebounder: Desmond Jones, 
Neshoba Central | 

Best Offensive Player: Jamaal Martin, 
Northeast Lauderdale f 

Most Valuable Player: Dewayne Hugh 
" Also: Jamaal Martin was also selected 
honorable mention All-State and AlkStar, 
and Dewayne Hughes was named honor- 
able mention All-State. 


Women’s Basketball 
Team Captain Award: Rita Birden, St. 
Fredrick HS (La.) is 
Team Captain Award: Kimyatta 
Most Improved: India Backstrom, 
Neshoba Central | 
Best Defender: Rita Birden, St. 
FredrickHS (ta) 
Best Rebounder: Kimyatta Viverette, 


Newcomer of the Year: Kristin Chaney, 
Newton County | 

Best Offensive Player: Lenore Gray, 
Newton 

Warrior Award: Britney Burks, Scott 
Central 

Warrior Award: Hope Murray, West 
Jones 

Most Valuable Player: Kimyatta 
Viverette, Lake 

Also: Additional honors were received 
by the following: Kimyatta Viverette, All 
NJCAA Tournament Team, Al-Region 23 
Tournament Team, All-State Second Team, 
All-Star and coMVP in AllStar Game; 
Kristin Chaney, All-Region 23 Tournament 
Team and All-State First Team; Gray, hon- 
orable mention All-American, All-Region 23, 
All-State First Team and AllStar, and Rita 
Birden, All-State Second Team and All-Star. 


aaal 

Team Captain Award: Drew Kenna, For- 
est 

Team Captain Award: Jim Talley, 
Mooreville 

MVP-Defense: Robby Carey, Newton 
County 

MVP-Offense: Jacob Townsend, Nesho 
ba Central | 

Most Valuable Player: Corey Coward, 
Noxapater 

Also: Additional honors were presented 
to Jacob Townsend, who was selected All 
of Noxapater, Marcus Davis of Magee, Jim 
Talley, 2 oroduct of Mooreville High School 
= Sato, and Dexter Sellers of Bastrop 


(La) High School, who were chosen sec- 


ond team All-State. 
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FN 


Team Captain Award: Krissi Harris, 
~ Newton County 

MVP-Defense: Marley Smith, Union 

MVP-Defense: Obreisha Davis, Newton 
Courity 

MVP-Offense: Jhaun Sparnecht, 
Philadelphia 

Lady Warrior Award: Krissi Harris, New- 
ton County 

Most Valuable Player: Kristin Chaney, 
Newton County 

Also: Additional honors were presented 
to the following: Marley Smith, All-State 
First Team and Al-Division First Team; 
Kristin Chaney, All-American nominee, All- 
State First Team and Al-Division First 
Team; Krissi Harris, All-State First Team 
and Al-Division Second Team; and Jhaun 
Sparnecht, All-Division Second Team. 


Tennis 

Most improved: Valerie Gibbs, Newton 
County 

Most Improved: Alan Taylor, Philadel- 
phia 

Lady Warrior Award: Kery McDill, New- 
ton County 

Warrior Award: Brandon Walker, Nanih 
Waiya 


Medalist Award: Philip Dickerson, 
Union 

Also: Philip Dickerson was also select- 
ed All-Region 23 Division II! Team and 
qualified for the NJCAA Division {ll Golf 
Tournament scheduled during June in New 
York, 
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VIVERETTE SIGNS WITH EC 


Lake High School standout beskethall player April Viverette signed a national letter of 


her athletic career at East Central Community College. Viverette, a 


recta 
6’1” center, Is shown with Brad Hodge, ECCC women’s head basketball coach. 
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during the 2003-04 campaign. 








Young inks with ECCC 


Former South Leake High School basketball standout 
Tierra Young,: left, recently signed a national letter of 
intent with East Central Community College. Young, a 5’7” 
guard averaged 23.7 points and eight rebounds at SLHS 

Also, she was a first-team 
All-State selection and was chosen District as 6-1A Player 
of the Year during final season at SLHS. At SLHS, she was 
selected the Lady Wildcats’ most valuable player i in addi- 
tion to receiving the team’s best rebou -a 
posting the team’s best free throw shooting it i 
She was selected for the | oe 2 ies |-Star bas- 
se: ba — She was joined at her sig oning by he 
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Salina, Kan. The East Central women 
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ECCC BASKETBALL AWARDS 


Members of the East Central Community College men’s basketball team received hon- 
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national letter of intent to continue her athletic career at 
Decatur. Lloyd, a 6-2 post player avera 
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EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE PHOTO. 
nnon Lloyd (center) has signed a 

. East Central Community College in 

named NAGE Mesteacnenetata es, points and 11 rebounds last season and was 

valuable player. The new Lady Warrior is 

Brad Hodge and her mother, Sharon Loyd, of 
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ict. She was also selected the Lady Knichte' rr 
2 WAS ¢ Y Knights’ most 
with ECCC women's head basketball coach 
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‘W . —" i ' 
NEW BECCC LADY WARRIORS 
: . , national lethers of Witent to continue thely athletic oareors at ast Contral Communtty College. Seated from left: Kristen 
Caldwell, a 5°11" forward from Laake oer erie ha narra spre ops tani) pn pr addn alantenrwebaser rset 
Janice White. Brad Hodge le head ooaeh of and Latoule Brnahe earyee ae bile meetelar! 
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PRESENTED ECCC WOMEN’S BASKETBALL AWARDS 


Members of East Central Community College's women’s basketball team received various honors at the annual Spring Sports Banquet Include, seated from left: Hope Murray, India - 
Backstrom and Rita Birden. Standing: Kimyatta Viverette of Lake, most valuable player,Team Captain Award and best rebounder, Britney Burks of Scott Central, Warrior Award; ) 
Kristin Chaney and Lenore Gray. Additional honors were presented to Viverette, All-NJCAA Tournament Team, All-Region 23 Tournament Team, All-State Second Team, All-Star and - 

co-MVP in All-Star Game. The ECCC women were ranked eighth in the final NJCAA poll with a 31-4 record. P 
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“Gray Joins ECCC 












Central Community 

‘o lege in Decatur, announced Lady 
Warrior head coach Brad Hodge. 

: In making the announce- 
‘ment, Hodge said of his new assis- 
tant: “We are excited about having | "ea 
someone of her experience and | “a 
knowledge of the game on \F q 
yur staff. With her background, | 
iow she will be a tremendous asset 

‘ig im and a model to 
our players and recta 

Prior to joining the ECCC — 
staff, Gray Served as assistant coach — 
and recruiting coordinator at Zar eth Gr ay 
Southern Illinois University. She is year_and was 2iso’ named-to~ the 
also a former assistant at Wichita All-Tournament Team cine the 
State University, Eastern Illinois Felpauseh Tournament, hosted. by 
University and Ball Sat © MSUs 
University, Gray's coaching com- \ é riot t9 her junior season, 


gee mcwwe SPiay- Gray was a weal of ae Big Ten 
Z pee iy re ns wilh = ‘so s Se nee be a ame me the first 
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state and Region 23 
championships. — 


_Special to The Newton Record 
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Bs the NJCAA preseason 





trip ie eiecal tourna- — 


ment in Salina, Kansas,in fe 


2005.. 

The Lady Warriors, 
ranked sixth in the recent 
rankings, 
i finished 


nation in 
2003-04, after 
winning 


#) honors’ in 
the NJCAA 
Consolation 
Bracket and 
finishing 
with a 31-4 record. Led by 
third-year head coach Brad 
Hodge and then assistant 
LaCole Brooks, the East 
Central women advanced to 
the national tourney after 
capturing the Region 23, 
MACJC and South Division 
crowns. 

Although the pre-season 
ranking is flattering to the 
program, Hodge said the 
Lady Warriors “have a lot to 
prove if they are to make a 
return trip to the presti- 
vious tournament. 

“Weve got another com- 
petitive and talented group 
that should be fun to watch. 
Well continue to play up- 





Hodge 





— it takes to compete 
night-in and night-out at 
t= level Once ther ficnre 


| eighth in the — 


runner-up 





iilltbers of the 2004-05 women’s basketball t team ate thair respective high & save include 
(front row, from left) freshman guards'Aja Loveless of Newton and Emily Massey (redshirt) of 
-East Rankin Academy, and student assistants Lakeisha Bobbitt of Scott Central, Ashley Clark of 
Starkville Academy, Kasenda Overstreet of South Leake, Monica Carter of Noxapater, Jaimee 


Jones of Nanih Waiya’ and Krystle Hunter of Noxapater; (second row, from left) freshman guard 
Ashley Flint of Choctaw Central, freshman center Shannon Lloyd of West Lauderdale, fresh- 
man guard LaSaundra Harrison of Union, sophomore guard Kristin Chaney of Newton County. 
freshman guard Heather Steele of Nanih Waiya, sophomore guards Roxana Rogers and Kim 
Cox; both of Lake, and freshman guard Tierra Young of South Leake; and (back row, from left) 
head coach Brad Hodge, freshman forwards Dominetrix Hunter of Philadelohia and Sara 
Judice of Teurlings Catholic (Lafayette, La.), sophomore guard/forward Kotreece Bender of 
Newton, sophomore forward India Backstrom of Neshoba Ceniral, freshman guards Erica 
Hardin of Louisville and Lauren White of Union, freshman center April Viverette of Lake and 


assistant coach Zareth Gray. 
that out, we ‘ve got a chance 


to be productive,” Hodge 
said. 
Hodge said the Lady War- 


riors are “passionate” about 
winning, and have made it 
clear that they want to con- 
tinue the winning tradition 
and hopefully return to the 
NJCAA Tournament, 

“Our goal is always to win 
the division, state and 
region tournaments and 
make it to the national tour- 
nament, and I think this 
sroup is determined to suc- 


ceed. However, I believe the 


league is stronger this year 
and everybody will be giv- 
ing us their best because of 
Our success last season,” 


_ Hodge stated. 


Top returnees are guard 
Kristin Chaney (5’6”), a 
product of Newton County 
High School, and guard/for- 
ward Kotreece Bender 
(5°10), of Newton, Chaney, 
who was named to the All- 


Region 23 Tournament 
Team and was selected All- 
State, averaged 11 points per 
game while Bender had 
nine points per contest. — 

Other returnees are 
suards Roxana Rogers (5’7") 
and Kim Cox (57) both of 
Lake, and forward India 
Backstrom (511) of Nesho- 
ba Central, 

Freshmen are guards Ash- 
ley Flint (510) of Choctaw 
Cent LaSaundra Harri- 





son ¢ 3”) of Union, Heather. Lake 


Steele (5'9”) of Nanih Wailya, 
Tierra Young (5'8) of South 
Leake, Erica Hardin G3") af 
Louisville and Aja Loveless 
(5'9”) of Newton and red 
shirt Emily Massey ($6") af 
East Rankin Academy, for- 
wards Dominetrix Humter 
(5'9") of, Philadelphia and 
Sara Judice (6") of Teurimes 
Catholic (Lafayette, La ¥ and 
centers Shannon Loyd (62 

of West Lauderdale ae 
April Viverette (@1) of 
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The East Central Community College Warrior basketball team will begins season action, 
Monday, Nov. 1 as they host Bevill State Community College at 7:45 p.m. in the Brackeen- 
Wood Physical Education Building on the Decatur campus. Women’s action begins at 6 p.m. 
Members of the 2004-05 men’s team and their respective high schools include (front row, 
from left) student assistant Handel Hughes of Forest, freshman guard Jerry Luckett of South 
Leake, sophomore guards Andrew Lewis of Morton and Garrick Nichols of Thomastown, 
freshman guards Pierre Barlow of Scott Central and Ricardo Alcantar of Newton County, 
sophomore guard Tawon Walker of Neshoba Central, freshman guard Terrance McNichols of 
Gautier and student assistant Chase Slaughter of Newton County; and (back row, from left) 
assistant coach Kevin McGhee, freshman guard Andre Coleman of Louisville, freshman for- 
ward Jacquas Jones: of Forest, freshman forwards Chavion Ellis of South Leake and Justin 
_Ga.), sophomore center Ryan Hudson of Louisville, freshman 
gele : | Calflora; freshman forward Coshune ee of 





@ Warriors kick off 
season Nov. 1 versus 
Bevil State. 





munity College men's bas- 
ketball team to success in 





“U4 -US 





will be young this year - 
only four players return — 
fourth-year head coach 
ea, Smith said he has 


worked hae and their 





. d working 
traced ine Wes “aa ey thin 





‘Although the Warriors — 


don't neces- 
sarily go 
our Way, 
Smith stat- 
ed, 

NM To be suc- 
season, 
Smith said 
his War- 
riors “will 
have to Be ee on 





to the tenn jack of size. 
He also plans to play a lot of 
people “in order to wear 
down teams hopefully.” 
The only returning 
starter from last year is 
Ryan Hudson, a 6-6 center 


from Louisville, who aver- . 


aged 12 points and 3.5 


rebounds in leading the 
Warriors to a 10-14 record. 


Other returnees are 


| guards 
Garrick Nichols (6-1) of 


and Andrew Lewis (6-0) of 
Morton. Another sopho- 
more on the squad is first- 
year player Ryan Rodgers, 
a 6-4 forward and product 
of Tri Cities High School 
in Atlanta, Ga. 

Freshmen are guards 
Ricardo Alcantar (5-10) of 
Newton County, Pierre Bar- 
low (6-1) of Seott Central, 
Andre Coleman (6-2) of 


1) of SouthLeake, Terrance 


MecNichols (6-1) of Gautier JEMOCRAT 


and Anthony Simonds (6-3) 


of Noxubee County; and =CORD - 
TAR 


GER 


forwards Jacquas Jones (6- 
4) of Forest, Chavlon Ellis 
(6-3) of South Leake, 


yCoshune Bingham (6-5) of 


Newton and Justin Harris 
(6-5) of Southside High 
School in Atlanta, Ga. 
Kevin McGhee returns 
for his second seasnn ‘as 


| Monday, November 


| Education 


"due Louisville, Jerry Luckett (6- {| AN 


=D 


The Warriors begin sea 
son action by hosting 
Bevill State (Ala.) Commur 


e at 7:45 p.m. 
nity Colleg Tin the 


Physical 
Building. 
Women’s action gets under- 
Tea! EC squads enter- 
tain Holmes Community 
College on Thursday, No¥.4 
and Itawamba Comma 


Brackeen-Wood 


' College on Thursday, No¥ 


11. 
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From combined reports 


If the NJCAA preseason poll is 
an indicator for success, then East 
Central Community College 
women's basketball team should be 
making plans for a return trip to the 
national tournament in Salina, 
Kansas, in 2005. 

The Lady Warnors, ranked sixth 
in the preseason rankings, finished 
eighth in the nation in 2003-04, 
after winning runner-up honors in 
the NJCAA Consolation Bracket 
and finishing with a 31-4 record. 

Led by third-year head coach 
Brad Hodge and former assistant 


LaCole Brooks, the East Central 


women advanced to the national 
tourney alter capturing the Region 
23, MACIJC and South Division 
crowns, 

_ Although the preseason ranking 
‘is flattering to the program, Hodge 
‘said the Lady Warriors “have a lot 
‘to prove” if they are to make a 
‘return inp to the prestigious tourna- 
ment, 

“We've got another competitive 
and talented group that should be 
fun to watch, We'll continue to 
play up-tempo as we always do, 
and will defend and play hard, but 
we must rebound better this sea- 
son,” Hodge said. “We’ve also got 
the depth we need to be successful 


— 





Front row, from left: Aja Loveless, Emily Massey, student assistants Lakeisha Bobbitt, Ashley 
Clark, Kasenda Overstreet, Monica Carter, Jaimee Jones and Krystle Hunter. Second row: Ashley 
Flint, Shannon Lloyd, LaSaundra Harrison, Kristin Chaney, Heather Steele, Roxana Rogers, Kim 
Cox and Tierra Young. Back: Head coach Brad Hodge, Dominetrix Hunter, Sara Judice, Kotreece 
Bender, India Backstrom, Erica Hardin, Lauren White, April Viverette and assistant Zareth Gray. 


in the league, although our incom- 
ing freshmen have yet to learn what 
it takes to compete night-in and 
night-out at this level. Once they 
figure that out, we’ve got a chance 


to be productive.” 
Hodge said the strength of this 
year’s squad is team leadership. 


EC Women 


Continued from page 17 


of Newton and Emily Massey of 


East Rankin Academy: forwards 
Dominetrix Hunter of Philadelphi, 
and Sara Judice of Teurlings 
Catholic (Lafayette, La); and cen. 
ters: 6-2 Shannon Lloyd of Wes 
Lauderdale and 6-1 April Viverette 
of Lake, 


“We return five players off last 
year’s group, including two starters 
and two players that saw a lot of 
action coming off the bench,” he 
said. 

“Their leadership and experi- 


ence is a big plus for the program, 


because they know what it takes to 


_ Beginning her first year as an 

assistant is Zareth Gray, a former 
Michigan 
University. She also played profes- 


standout at 


sionally in Europe. 


“Zareth is doing a great job with 
our post players,” Hodge said, “She 
brings another prospective to the 
game having been a player at a Big 
10 program, Additionally, she has 


be successful. This group has the 
same competitive nature as last 
year, but the bottom line is that this 
team is also very talented and | 
expect us to do well once we have 
a complete understanding of play- 
ing to our potential every night.” 
Hodge said the Lady Warriors 





State 


worked at the Division | level 
under some good coaches, She has 
a wealth of knowledge we must tap 


_ into for us to be successful, She’s 
responding well to the 
vice versa,” 5 

The Lady Warriors began the = 

2004-05 campaign by hosting i 

Bevill (Ala.) State Monday, J 
Both FC 

Holmes Community. 
Thursday, then host Itawamba © 

Community College on Nov. Hi. 


_ Lady Warriors want return to Kansas 


are “passionate” about winning, 
and have made it clear that they 
want to continue the winning tradi- 
hon and hopefully return ‘to the 
NJCAA Tournament, 

“Our goal is always to Win the 
division, state and region tourna- 
ments and make it to the national! 
tournament, and I think this group 
is determined to succeed,” Hodge 
said. “However, I believe the 
league is stronger this year and 
everybody will be giving us their 
best because of our success last 
season.” 

Top returnees are guard Kristin 
Chaney, a product of Newton 
Couhty High School, and 
guard/forward Kotreece Bender, of 
Newton. Chaney, who was named 
to the All-Region 23 Tournament 
Team and was selected All-State, 
averaged 11 points per game while 
Bender had nine points per contest. 

Other returnees are guards 
Roxana Rogers and Kim Cox, both 
of Lake, and 5-foot-1! forward 
India Backstrom of Neshoba 
Central. 

Freshmen are guards Ashley 
Flint of Choctaw Central, 
LaSaundra Harrison of Union, 
Heather Steele of Nanih Waiya, 
Tierra Young of South Leake, Erica 
Hardin of Louisville, Aja Loveless 

See EC WOMEN, page 19 
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teams entertain - 
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To Jo 


Central ‘Community 
t “oll lege Warriors who 


were Outs.ired 29-13 by 
ae sain panes County 





Dharsiastnigh at Warrior 
Stadium. With the. loss, 
-East-Central fi nished at 4- 
> overall and 2-4 in South 
Division action. while 
Jones improved to 7-2 and 
4-2. The Bobeats took con- 
trol early in the division 


match-up, scoring on the 


ganie’s first’ possession 
whenwide receiver Milton 
‘Collins of New Orleans 
crossed the goal line on a 

17-yard reverse play with 
12:34 left inthe initial pe- 
riod. Michael Story of 
Enterprise booted the 
PAT. Jones scored again 
late in the first quarter on 


-a T4++vard touchdown 


strike from quarterback 
Brett Hyatt of Soso to run- 
ming back Harold Hadley 
of Laurel. The PAT was 
blocked. The Bobcats 
"stretched their lead to 20- 
A earlyan the second pe- 
riod! when ‘Hyatt and 
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Warriors Fall 29-13. 


nes In Season Finale 
1 Collins teamed on a Boe 
2 yard pass play 


yard line as the first half 
came to a close. Collins 
Was the top receiver for 


er-four. “Jones with seven grabs for 


ee Ky yards. He is also the 








Fie &} 7 
© bopdeats 


States nun 
vision contest b com ple 
ing 18¢ Of PRjaeeec | 





vind — 
-Ception; whichiwasmade “c 


by Warrior linebacker oq 


Derrell ‘Ashford of Louis- -en 
ville on the ECOC one- ©* 


merChris Sard 

late Pag in of 

Pickens County (Ala.)} 
Schéot. seine al 


High 

eni oy have 
i ea ‘Gale. 

standout at Oak ome 


(Ala.) High School added 
the PAT. and ‘EC trailed 20- 





ing eight — for 
138 yards. Lark was the 
leading receiver with four 
catches totaling 116 yards, 

The Warrior defense sti ff- 


ened in the second-half, 


limiting Jones to just two 
Michael Story field goals: - 
a-32-yvarder in the third 
period anda 37-yard boot | 


as fs, Final istanaat The . 
MERIDIAN STAR 
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Bobcats Managed just 13 
yards rushing and 35 yards 
passingduring second half 
action. East Central 
owned the state's third- 
best rushing defense | prior 
former tothe tontest, allowing just 
94.6 yards. However, the 
Warrior offense could 
muster just one score in the 
second half - a three-yard 
run by tailback Terrance 
McFadden which cut the 
Jones’ lead to 26-13 with 
8:3 remaining, 
McFadden, a product of 
American (Fla. ) Heritage 
High School, led the War- 
Tiors in rushing with 69 
yards on 17 Carries. East 
ae completed the 

ontest with 23) ‘yards - 
and ub sii hatin | 
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ECCC Lady V 


Freshman = Dominetrix 
Hunter of Philadelphia poured in 20 
points ‘and led the East Central 
Community College Lady Warriors 
to a season-opening 80-66 decision 
over Bevill State (Ala.) Community 
College Monday night in the 
Brackeen-Wood Physical Education 

_ Also scoring for East 
Central - the defending Region 23 
and MACIC champions- were Kim 


Cox of Lake, 15; Shannon Lloyd of 


West Lauderdale, 10; Ashley Flint 
of Choctaw Central and Kotreece 
Bender of Newton, eight each; 
LaSaundra Harrison of Union and 
Aja Loveless of Newton, six each; 
tin Chaney of Newton County, 
three; and Sara Judice of Newton 
and Erica Hardin of Lake, two each. 
Paris Terry of Oxford and Monica 
Chandler of Tuscaloosa had 12 
points each to lead the Lady Bears. 
East Central held a 41-19 advantage 
at halftime. 





WEEK OF __ | —— 


/arriors Win; Wood Honored 





In the men’s contest, East 
Central fell 94-85 to the visiting 
Bears in their season opener. 
Warrior point makers were Ricardo 
Alcantar of Newton County, 17; 
Tawon Walker of Neshoba Central 
and Andrew Lewis of Morton, 12 
each; Terrance McNichols, 10; Ryan 
Hudson of Louisville, nine; Pierre 


‘Barlow of Scott Central and 


Chavion Ellis of South Leake, six 
each; Garrick Nichols’ of 
of Louisville, three; Ryan Rodgers, 
two; and Coshune Bingham of 
Newton, one. 

Marcus McLemore of 
Birmingham led the Bears with 17 


East Central trailed 53-50 
at the break. 

A ceremony honoring 
NJCAA Hall of Fame members 
Denver Bracken and Lucille Wood 
was held between games. Brackeen 


was an All-American basketball 


player at ECCC and is recognized as 


Mississippi's first inductee into the 
National Junior College Athletic 
Association Hall of Fame, an honor 
he received in 1989 at the national 
tournament in Hutchison, Kansas. 
Miss Wood, who led Lady 
Warnor basketball teams to four 
State titles during her 28-year coach- 
ing career and is recognized as a 
pioneer for women’s sports on the 
State and national levels, was induct- 
ed into the NJCAA Women's 
Basketbal!] Coaches Hall of Fame at 
the NJCAA Women’s Basketball 
Tournament held during March 
Banners recognizing 
Brackeen and Wood's induction into 
the NJCAA Hall of Fame were 
unveiled during the program and are 
on as in the gym with the 
Ss banners recognizing the 
College’ S various sports champi- 





-onships. 
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Sophomores 
smith returns just four 


From combined reports 


A mostly freshman squad will 
be called on to lead the East Central 
Community College men’s basket- 
ball team to success in 2004-05. 

Although the Warriors will be 
young this year — only four play- 
ers return in all — fourth-year head 
coach Billy Smith said he has been 
pleased with his squad's progress 
in workouts. 

“So far our team has really 
worked hard, and their closeness 
on the court has been great.” Smith 
said. “This team has really jelled as 
far as getting along and working 
together. We hope that this togeth- 
emess will help win a few games . — . 
when things don’t necessarily go = © | a 
our way.” -. Frost ros from: te Studest assistant Handel Hughes, Jerry Luckett, Andrew Lewis, Garrick 

To be successful this seasom _Peme Gatiom Ficarco Alcarter, Tawon Walker, Terrance McNichols and student assis- 
Smith said his Warriors “will have tant Chase Staughter Sack row fom lef Assistent coach Kevin McGhee, Andre Coleman, 
icitain aes quis eae eee Jacques Jones, Cheavion Elis. Justin Harms. Ayan Hudson, Derrick Harris, Coshune Bingham, 

efense,” due to the team’s ———— Smith. 
size. He also plans. to play a lot of — ot 
people “in order to wear down : wnaste or gs Trwce Walker (6-1) Peerre Barlow (6-1) of Scott (6-5) of Southside High School in 
teams, ts. Kogan ‘Of Neshota Central and Amdeew Coeceral Andre Coleman (6-2) of Atlanta. Ga. Kevin McGhee 
The only returning starter from Lewis (6-0) of Morton. Lousvilile, Jerry Luckett (6-1) of returns as Smith's assistant coach. 
last year is Ryan Hudson. a 6-6 Another sophomore om the South Leake. Terrance McNichols The Warriors began their season 
center from Louisville, who aver- squad is first-year player Ryan (6-1) of Gautier and Anthony Monday against Bevill (Ala.) State 
aged 12 points and 3.5 reboundsin Rodgers, a6 forward and product Simonds (6-3) of Noxubee County; Community College. Both ECCC 
helping the Warriors last year — of Tri Cities High School in as well as forwards Jacques Jones squads entertain’ ~—- Holmes 
when ECCC sported a 10-14 Atlanta, Ga. (6-4) of Forest, Chavion Ellis (6-3) Community College on Thursday, 
record. Other returnees are guards Freshmen are guanls Ricardo of South Leake, Coshune Bingham then host Itawamba Community 
Garrick Nichols (6-1) of Alcantar (5-10) of Newton County, (6-5) of Newton and Justin Harris College on Nov. I. 
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Young EC Warriors eager to begin season 


A mostly freshman squad 


will be called on to lead the 


East Central Community 
College men’s 

basketball team School 

to success in Reports 
2004-05. 

Although the Warriors 
will be young this year — 
only four players return — 
fourth-year head coach Bill 
Smith said he has been 
pleased with his squad's 
progress. 

“So far our team has real- 
ly worked hard, and their 
closeness on the court has 
been great. This team has 
really jelled as far as getting 
along and working together. 
We hope that this together- 


ness will help win a few from Louisville, who aver- 


aged 


games when ee don't 
necessarily go our 
way,” Smith stated. : 
To be successful Be 
this season, Smith [7 
said his Warriors, | 
“will have to be 


12 points and 3.5 
_. rebounds in lead- 
| ing the Warriors to 
a 10-14 record. 
ws! Other returnees 
@) are guards Garrick 










aggressive on Thomastown, 
offense and | Tawon Walker (6- 
defense,” due to} 1) of Neshoba 
the team’s lack of | Central and 
size. He also plans’). Andrew Lewis (6- 
to play a lot of peo- § 0) of Morton. 
ple, “in order to Another —sopho- 


wear down teams 


more on the squad 
hopefully.” 


| i is first-year player 
The only Ryan Rodgers, a 6- 
returning starter foot-4 forward and 
from last year is Ryan product of Tri Cities High 
Hudson, a 6-foot-6 center School in Atlanta, Ga. 


Bill Smith 





ECCC Warriors Basketball Team | 
The East Central Community College Warrior basketball team began its 2004-05 season Monday against Bevill 
State Community College of Fayette, Ala. Team members are (front row, from left) student assistant Handel 
Hughes, freshman guard Jerry Luckett, sophomore guards Andrew Lewis and Garrick Nichois, freshman 
guards Pierre Barlow and Ricardo Alcantar, sophomore guard Tawon Walker, freshman guard Terrance 
MeNichols and student assistant Chase Slaughter; and (back row) assistant coach Kevin McGhee, freshman 
guard Andre Coleman, freshman forward Jacquas Jones, freshman forwards Chavion Ellis and Justin Harris, 
sophomore center Ryan Hudson, freshman center Derrick Harris, freshman forward Coshune Bingham, sopho- 


more forward Ryan Rodgers, freshman guard = Simonds, and head coach Bill Smith. | 
wa er Ee 
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| Nichols (6-1) of 


Freshmen are guards 
Ricardo Alcantar (5-10) of 
Newton County, Pierre 
Barlow (6-1) of Scott Central, 
Andre Coleman (6-2) of 
Louisville, Jerry Luckett (6-1) 
of South Leake, Terrance 


‘McNichols (6-1) of Gautier 


and Anthony Simonds (6-3) 
of Noxfbee County; and for- 
wards Jacquas Jones (6-4) of 
Forest, Chavlon Ellis (6-3) of 
South Leake, Coshune 
Bingham (6-5) of Newton 
and Justin Harris (6-5) of 
Southside High School in 
Atlanta, Ga. 

Kevin McGhee returns for 
his second season as assistant 
coach. 
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The East Central Community College 
Lady Warriors are off to a 2-0 start on the 
hardwood, while the Warriors have dropped 
both of their first two con- 


tests. Combined 
* EC women 80, Bevill Reports 
State 66: Tierra Young scored 


20 points to lead the Lady Warriors to the 
Nov. 1 season-opening win at Decatur. 

‘Kim Cox added 15 points, Shannon 
Lloyd had 10, Ashley Flint and Kotreece 
Bender both had eight, while India 
Backstrom and LaSaundra Harrison both 
added six. 

Paris Terry and Monica Chandler both 
had 12 points to lead the Lady Bears from 
Fayette, Ala Keisha Duncan scored 10. 

sie held a 41-19 advantage at halftime. 

* Bevill State men 94, 








the Nov. 1 season opener at Decatur. 
The Bears led 53-50 at halftime. 
EC got 17 points from Ricardo Alcantar, 
12 each from Tawon Walker and a 
Ww Be 40 from Terrance McNichols, 





A conan Incas 
Fame nahin Denver Brackeen and Lucille 
Wood was held between games on Now. 1. 
Brackeot aaa Sa ne 
player at ECCC and is enizes 
Mississippi's first inductee into the National 
Junior College Athletic Association Hall of 
Fame, an honor he received in 198° at the 
national tournament in Hutchison. Kan. 
Wood, who led Lady Warrior basketball! 
teams to four state titles during her 25-year 
coaching career and is recognized 25 a pic- 
neer for women’s sports on the stete and 
national levels, was inducted into the NJCAA 
Women’s Basketball Coaches Hall of Fame at 
the NJCAA Women’s Basketball Tournament 
held during March 2004 in Salina. Kan. 
Banners recognizing Brackeen and 
Wood's induction into the ge Hall of 
LAKE MESSENGER Fame were unveiled during th 2 and 
~ are on display in the gym vith e numerous 
SCOTT COUNTY TIME banners ig the college’s various 


sports championships. 
UNION APPEAL i 


* EC women 61, Holmes 59: Kristin 
aney’s 3-point shot with a minute left gave 
WINSTON COUNTY J EC 8 
Warriors held on for a hard-fought decision 
SPIRIT OF MORTON _ over Holmes Thursday at Decatur. 
EC improved to 2-0, while Holmes lost its 
IMPACT season 
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Young led EC in SCOR with 


ht tn: me ] 


EC 85: Bevill 
-ored the Warriors in each half to take | 





four-point cushion and the Lady points. 


Gpener. 
For the second straight — Tierra 
15 points. a 


WEEK OF 


Eyeing the Basket 

EC's Kotreece Bender tallied 15 points 
in the Lady Warriors’ 61-59 win over 
Holmes. Photo by Marty Stamper 


Kotreece Bender scored 15, Chaney had 12, 
Kim Cox nine, and Shannon Lloyd seven. 

Angela Bounds led Holmes with 11. 

EC trailed 27-26 at halftime: 

* Holmes men 98, EC 95 (OT): The 
Warriors and Bulldogs were knotted at'82-82. 
at the end of regulation, but Holmes used a 
16-13 advantage over the extra five minutes 
to take their season opener. 

EC fell to 0-2. 

EC’s Andrew Lewis hit a trey to force, 


Tawon Walker led the Warriors with 22 _ 
Lewis had 19, Garrick Nichols added 
12, Coshune Bingham 10, Ryan Rodgers and - 
Ryan Hudson both had ig sht, and Pierre 
Barlow and Justin Harris both scored five. 

- Kendall Granderson led Holmes with 30 
aints. 
BC led 37-36 at halftime, 
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ECCC Lady Warriors Hang On To 
Beat Holmes; Warriors Fall In OT 


DECATUR--Kristin 
Chaney's three-point shot 
with a minute left gave East 


Central Community Col- 


lege a four-point cushion 
and the Lady Warriors 
held on for a hard-fought 
61-59 decision over 
Holmes Community Col- 
lege Thursday night in the 
Brackeen-W ood Physical 
Education Building. With 
the win. the EC women 
improved to 2-0 on the 
youny season while the 
Lady Bulldays feil to 0-1. 
Tierra Young. a former 
standout at South Leake. 
was the leading seorer for 
East Central. as she 
pumped in | 8 points. Other 
point makers were 
Kotreece Bender of New- 
ton. 15: Chaney. 12: Kim 
Cox of Lake. nine: and 
Shannon Lloyd of West 
Lauderdale. seven. 
Holmes, which led 27-26 
at halftime, was led by 
Angela Bounds of Pear! 
River. La.. who had 11 
points. In men’s action, 
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Warrior Andrew Lewis’ 
three-pointer with 15 sec- 


onds remaining sent the. 


contest to overtime tied at 


82-82, but East Central's 


rally in the extra period fell 
short as the visiting Bull- 
dogs came away with a 
98-95 victory. With the 
loss, East Central tell to 0- 
2 while the Bulldogs are |- 
0. Lewis, a sophomore 
guard from Morton, closed 
the gap to 96-93 with his 
three-pomter with 12 sec- 
onds remaining in OT. but 
Holmes” Ramon Myers of 
Coid Water sank two free 
throws with nine seconds 
left to extend the Bulldog 
lead to 98-93. Warrior 
Tawon Walker made the 
game’s final points on his 
lay-up with 2.3 seconds 
remaining. Walker, a prod- 
uct of Neshoba Central, led 
EC in scoring with 22 
points. Other scorers were 
Lewis, 19; Garrick Nichols 
of Thomastown, 12; 
Coshune Bingham of 
Newton, 10; Ryan 


Rodgers, a product of Ir 
Cities (Ga.) High School 
and Ryan Hudson of Lou- 
isville, eight each; Pierre 
Barlow of Scott Central 
and Justin Harris of 
Southside (Ga.) High 
School. five each; Andre 
Coleman of Louisville, 
three: Ricardo Alcantar of 
Newton County, two; and 
Terrance McNichols of 
Gautier, one. Kendall 
Grandersoln led Holmes 
with 30 points. East Cen- 
tral held a 37-36 advantage 
at the break. Both EC 
squads are off Monday 
and will resume action by 
hosting Itawamba Com- 
munity College on Thurs- 
day, November 11. 
Women’s action begins at 
6 p.m. with the men’s con- 
test scheduled at 8 p.m. 
The Lady Warriors and 
Warriors travel to Beville 
State (Ala.) on Saturday, 
November 15 and 
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DECATUR--If the 
NJCAA preseason poll is 
an indicator for success, 
then East Central Commu- 
nity College women’s bas- 
ketball team should be 
making plans for a return 
trip to the national tourna- 
ment in Salina, Kansas, in 
2005. The Lady Warriors, 
ranked sixth in the recent 
rankings, finished eighth in 
the nation in 2003-04, af- 
ter Winning runner-up hon- 
ors in the NJCAA Conso- 
lation Bracket and finish- 
ing with a 31-4 record. Led 
by third-year head coach 
Brad Hodge and then as- 
sistant LaC ole Brooks, the 
Fast Central women ad- 
vanced to the national tour- 
hey after capturing the 
Region 23, MACJC and 
South Division crowns. 
Although the pre-season 
ranking is flattering to the 
_ program, Hodge said the 


Lady Warriors “have a lot 


lo prove’ if they are to 


II 


ECCC Lady Warriors Aiming 


make a return trip to the 
prestigious tournament. 
“We've got another com- 
petitive and talented group 
that should be fun to 
watch, We'll continue to 
play up-tempo as we al 

ways do, and will defend 
and play hard, but we must 
rebound better this season, 
We've also got the depth 
we need to be successful 
in the league, although our 
incoming freshmen have 
yet to learn what it takes 
to compete night-in and 
night-out at this level. 
Once they figure that out, 
we've got a chance to be 
productive,” Hodge said. 
Hodge said the strength of 
this year’s squad is team 
leadership. “We return 
five players off last year’s 
group, including two start- 
ers and two players that 


‘saw a lot of action coming 


off the bench. Their lead- 
ership and experience is a 
big plus for the program, 


because they know what 
it takes to be successtul, 
This group has the same 
competitive nature as last 
year, but the bottom line is 
that this team is alse very 
talented and | expect lis to 
do well once we have a 


complete understanding of 


playing to our potential ev 
ery night,” Hodge said 
Hodve said the Lady War 
riors are “passionate” 
about winning, and have 
made it clear that they 
want to continue the win- 
ning tradition and hopetully 
return to the NJCAA Tour- 
nament. “Our goal ts al- 
ways to win the division, 
state and region tourna- 
ments and make it to the 
national tournament, and I 
think this group is deter- 
mined to succeed. How- 
ever, I believe the league 
is stronger this year and 
everybody will be giving us 
their best because of our 
success last season,” 


Hodge stated, Top return- 
ees are guard Kristin 
Chaney (5°6"), a product 
of Newton County High 
School, and guard/forward 
I,otreece Bender (5°10"), 
of Newton. Chaney, who 


was named to the All-Re- 
won 23 Lournament Team 
and was selected All- 
Stile, averaged || points 
per game while Bender 
had nine points per contest. 
Other returnees are 
guards Roxana Rogers 
(5°7") and Kim Cox (5°7") 
both of Lake, and forward 
Inclia Backstrom (5° 11") of 
Neshoba Central. Fresh- 
men are guards Ashley 
Flint (5°10") of Choctaw 
Central, LaSaundra 
Harrison (5°3") of Union, 
Heather Steele (5°9") of 
Nanih Waiya, Tierra 
Young (5°8") of South 


Leake, Erica Hardin (5°9")_ 


of Louisville and Aja 
Loveless (5°9") of Newton 
and red shirt Emily Massey 


To Repeat Championship Season 


(5°6") of East Rankin 
Academy; forwards 
Dominetrix Hunter (5°9") 
of Philadelphia and Sara 
Judice (6') of Teurlings 


Catholic (Lafayette, La.); 
and centers Shannon Loyd — 


(6°2") of West Lauderdale 
and April Viverette (671") 
of Lake. Beginning her 
first year as an assistant Is 
Zareth Gray, a former 
standout at Michigan State 
University. She also played 
professionally in Europe. 
*Zareth is doing a great job 
with our post players,” 
Hodge stated. “She brings 
another prospective to the 
game having been a player 
at a Big 10 program. Ad- 
ditionally, she has worked 
at the Division | level un- 


der some good coaches. 
She has a wealth of knowl- 


edge we must tap into for 

us to be successful, She's 

responding well to the 

players and vice versa. 1 

think she will be a valuable 
si 


asset to this program and 
the college.” 

The Lady Warriors began 
the 2004-05 campaign by 
defeating Bevill State 
(Ala.) Community College 
November 1 50-66. 
Holmes Community Col- 
lege fell on November 4 
61-59 and it was 
Itawamba Community 
College on November 
| 1th that handed the Lady 
Warriors their first defeat 
of the season. 

The Lady Warriors then 
completed a sweep of 
Bevill State (Ala.) Com- 
munity College by defeat- 
ing them on Saturday, No- 
vember 13 65-59. Then the 
Lady Warriors made a 
sweep of the Lady Bull- 
dogs of Holmes Commu- 
nity College by downing 
them in overtime 69-60. 
The Lady Warriors are 
now 4-1 on the 2004-05 
season, 
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Lady Wad ud ve ie Warriors Fall 


8" East Central Community Colles 





remot: completed a ‘season sweep | of Be ill 8¢ ihe seasc eee fora 92 amo 2: 76 cts te iti ian 


“State Community College by os 
“decision over the Lady Bears S: 


APPEARED IN: 


LAKE MESSENGER _ | 

SCOTT COUNTYTIMES_ 

UNION APPEAL __ ———— 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 
SPIRITOF MORTON Vo 





IMPACT a 


_CARTHAGINIAN 
“ NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 











NEWTON RECORD 
MERIDIAN STAR 
CLARION-LEDGER 








WEEK OF 











S>P=ARED IN: 


























LAKE MESSENGER _ CARTHAGINIAN 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES | ” NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
UMION APPEAL | NEWTON RECORD __ 
mmNSTON COUNTY JOURNAL | MERIDIAN STAR 
SEM OF MORTON | CLARION-LEDGER 





Lady Warriors Defeat Bevill 
State; Warriors Fall 


DECATUR- 
-East Central 
Community 
College's 
Lady Wamiors completed 
a season sweep of Bevill 
State Community College 
by posting a 65-59 deci- 
sion over the Lady Bears 
Saturday afternoon in 
Fayette, Ala. Sophomore 








Kristin Chaney, a former 
standout at Newton 
County High School, 
pumped a season high 21 
points to lead the Lady 
Warmiors who improved to 
3-1 on the young season. 
Also scoring for East Cen- 
tral were Sara Judice, of 
Teurlings Catholic High 
School in Lafayette, La., 
10; Tierra Young of South 
Leake, nine: India 
Backstrom. of Neshoba 
Central and Ashley Flintof 
Choctaw Central, six 
each; Shannon Lloyd of 
West Lauderdale and 
Enrica Hardin of Louisville, 
four each; Kortreece 
Bender of Newton, three: 
and LaSaundra Harrison, 


of Union, two. East Cen- . 


tral held a 31-27 advan- 
tage at halftime. The Lady 
Warriors defeated Bevil! 
80-66 in the season 
opener on Nov. 1. In 
men’s action, East Central 
held a 40-34 lead at half- 
time but the Bears rallied 
for a 92-80 win and sea- 
son sweep of the Warriors. 
Neshoba Central product 
Tawon Walker led East 
Central with 19 points. 
Other scorers were Ryan 


Hudson of Louisville, 15; 


Ryan Rodgers, a product 
of Tri Cities High School 
in Atlanta; Ga., Pierre 
Barlow of Scott Central 
and:Coshune Bingham of 
Newton, eight each; 
Garrick Nichols of 
Thomastown, seven; An- 
drew Lewis of Morton, 


7 Po | ‘] I te 


Harris of Southside High 
School in Atlanta, two 
each. East Central, now 
winless tn four starts, fell 
94-85 to the visiting Bears 
in the season opener. In 
games played November 
|] inthe Brackeen-Wood 
Physical Education Build- 
ing, the Lady Warriors and 
Warriors were outscored 
by teams, from Itawamba 
Community College. A late 
rally fell short forthe East 


Central women who were 


clipped 58-57, followed 
by the Warriors’ 97-76 
setback to the visiting In- 


series with ee | 
munity College by posting 
a 69-60 overtime win over 
the Lady Bulldogs Mon- 
day night on the Goodman 
campus. Freshman Sh- 
annon Lloyd, a former 
standout at West Lauder- 
dale High School, pumped 
in 17 points to lead the 
Lady Warriors who im- 
proved to 4-1. The Lady 
Bulldogs dropped to 2-2. 
Also scoring for EC were 
Sara Judice of Teurling 
(La.) High School, 12; In- 
dia Backstrom of Neshoba 
Central, 10; Kristin 
Chaney of Newton 
County, 10; Tierra Young 
of South Leake, nine; Kim 
Cox of Lake, seven: 
Kotreece Bender of New- 
ton. three; and Ashley Flint 


dians. Backstrom had a 
chance to send the contest 
to overtime, but after 


draining the first free throw of Choctaw Central, one. 
her second attempt was oft 7. game was tied 56-56 
the mark and the Lady In- at the end of regulation. 
dians held on forthe one- East Central held a 32-30 
point win. EC scorers advantage at the break. 
were Judice, 13; Chaney, The Lady Warriors edged 
11: Young, eight: Loyd, Holmes 61-59 on No- 
seven; Backstrom, six: vember 4 in Decatur. In 
_ Bender, five; Kim Cox of men’s action, the Warriors 
Lake, three; and Flint and remain winless in five starts 
Harrison, two each. East following a 108-84 drub- 


Central trailed 33-22 at bing bythe host Bulldogs. 


the break. Hudson who improved to 3-1. 
pumped in 15 points to Freshman Ricardo 
lead East Central. Also Alcantar of Newton 
scaylapcbpbiagiies 3:0 14: County led EC scorers 
wiGhOis.cabe. wilh 16 pots. Other point 

wis, seven makers were Andrew 
each; Binghen six; Lewis of Morton, 14: 
Alcantar, Barlow and Har- Andre Coleman of Louis- 
ris, two each; and Ellis, ville and Jacquas Jones of 
one. The score was tied Forest, 10 each: Tawon 
43-43 at halftime. ‘ Walker of Neshoba Cen- 
ECCC Lady tral, seven; Garrick 


Nichols of Thomastown, 
Warriors Beat 





oe . | 


Coshune Bingha: 
Newton, Terr 
MeNichols of Gautie 
Justin Harris, a prod) 
Southside (Ga.) | 
School, five each: | 
Hudson of Louis: 
Pierre Barlow of ! 
Central and Jerry Lu 
of South Leake, two, 
and Ryan Rodge: 
product of Tri Cities; 
High School, one. He 
led 55-37 at halftime 
Bulldogs held on fo 
95 win over EC on 
vember 4 in Decatur 
squads will host East 
sissippi Community 
lege Thursday night 
travel to Northeast Mi 
sippi Community Co! 
in Booneville on Mon 


ia. "Sie 





The East: Central 
Community College Lady 
Warriors went 1-1 in last 
week's basket- by 
ball action, Mart 
while the 
Warriors lost 
both of their games. 





ees aaiili the 5C seen 
were 0-4. 


EC 57: Adismal first half cost 
the Lady Warriors their first 
home-court loss ben: 1565 the 





sree ee took a 33:2 
lead into halftime. 

Kim Cox hit the first of 
two free throws with 2.9 sec- 
onds left to bring EC to with- 
or paenigig = 
second Itawamba 





EG, 13, got 13 points 
from ‘Bere Judice, 11 from 


Tierra Young, six from India 
ckstrom, and five from 
eat oad 








° Itawamba ‘men 97, EC 
76: The Warriors led 61-56 
with 12:20 remaining, but 
were outscored 41-15 down 


the stretch to fall to Os 


1.31 State 59: Kristin Chaney 


Walker scored 12, Garrick 
Nichols had eight, Jacquas 
Jones and Andrew Lewis 
both had seven, and 


Coshune Bingham tossed in 


The game was knotted at 
4B at ialftime. 
* EC women 65, Bevill 


seored a season-high 21 
points to lead the Lady 
Warriors to the Saturday 
afternoon win at Fayette, 

EC. #1 also got 10 points 


_ from Sara fudice, nine from 


‘Tierra Young, six each from 
India Backstrom and Ashley 
Wimt, and four each from 
—— Lloyd and Erica 


PETE Lady Warriors took a 
31-27 lead into halftime. 

ee eee, BC EC 
8& The homestanding Bears 
outscored EC 58-40 in the sec- 
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DECATUR — The East 
Lady Warriors are off toa3-4 
night's 65-59 victory over 


College. 
The Lady Wamiors rebounded from a 58-57 setback to 
Itawamba C College Thursday might. BOCC ted 


31-27 at the half, and outscored the home team 34-32 dur- 
ing the second stanza to hold on to the victory. 

Kristen Chaney scored 2! points to lead Exst Central 
while Sara Judice added 10 pomts, followed by Tema 
Young with nine and India Backstrom and 

Ashley Flint with six each. 

The East Central men dropped a 92-80 decison to 
Bevill as the Warriors are stilt secking their firs. victory of 
the season t four losses. 

East Central led 40-34 at the half, only to have Bevill 
come back in the second half to outscore the Warners, 56- 
40. Tawon Walker led ECCC with 19 points while Ryan 
Hudson added 15. 








me ‘eho ‘Chavion Ellis, one. Reggie Gunn led Tal 


- 4 
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after draining the first free throw her second attempt was 


_ off the mariegond the Katty Todians tid on to ingoage > 4 


0, 
Sara Judice, a freshman forward from | reusdles 
Catholic High School in Lafayette, La., led EC with 13 
points. Other scorers were Kristin Chaney of Newton 
County, |1; Teirra Young of South Leake, eight; Shannon 
Lioyd of West Lauderdale, seven; Backstrom, six; Kotreece 
Bender of Newton, five; Kim Cox pf Lake, three; and 
Ashley Flint of Choctaw Central and LaSaundra Harrison 
of Union, two each, 

East Central trailed 33-22 at halftime. 

In the men's contest, East Central was outscored 97-76 
by the visiting Indians who also improved to 4-0. 

The Warriors were led by Ryan Hudson's 15 points. — 


‘Other ECCC scorers were Ryan Rodgers withl4; Walker 


with 12; Garrick Nichols of Thomastown, eight; Jacques 
Jones of Forest and Andrew Lewis, of Morton, seven each; 
Coshune Bingham of Newton, six: Ricardo Alcantar of 
Newton County, Pierre Barlow of Scott Central and Justin 
ee eae ee and 


D Mints. 
I thie score was tied 43-43 arthobiaee y i 
East Central was set to visit Holmes Monday n 


rn return home Thursday night to hosi East Mi 
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EC women top Holmes 


QS. Leake grad 
scores nine in 
Lady Warriors win 


East Central Community 
College women's basketball 
team swept its season series 
with Holmes Community 
College by posting a 69-60 over- 
time win over the Lady 
Bulldogs Monday night on the 
Goodman campus. 

freshman Shannon Lloyd, 
a Semer standout at West 
Lauderdale High School, 
pumped in 17 points to lead the 
Lady Warriors who mproved to 
4-1. The Lady Bulldogs 
dropped to 2-2. 

Also scoring for EC were 
Sara Judice of Teurling (La.) 
High School, 12; India 
Backstrom of Neshoba Central, 





10; Kristin Chaney of Newton 
County, 10; Tierra Young of 
South Leake, nine; Kim Cox of 
Lake, seven; Kotreece Bender 
of Newton, three; and Ashley 
Flint of Choctaw Central, one. 
The game was tied 56-56 at 


the end of regulation. 

East Central held a 32-30 
advantage at the break. 
The Lady Warriors edged 
Holmes 61-59 on November 4 

In men's. action, the 


Warriors remain winless in five 
starts following a 108-84 drub- 


_bing by the host Bulldogs who 


improved to 3-1. 

Freshman Ricardo Alcantar 
of Newton County led EC scor- 
ers with 16 points. Other point 
makers were Andrew Lewis of 
Morton, 14; Andre Coleman of 
Louisville and Jacquas Jones of 
Forest, 10 each; Tawon Walker 
of Neshoba Central, seven: 
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Garrick Nichols of 
Thomastown, Coshune 
Bingham of Newton, Terrance 
MecNichols of Gautier and 
Justin Harris, a ptoduct of 
Southside (Ga.) High School, 
five each; Ryan Hudson of 
Louisville, Pierre Barlow of 
Scott Central and Jerry 
Luckett of South Leake, two 
each; and Ryan Rodgers, a 
product of Tri Cities (Ga.) High 
School, one. : 

Holmes led 55-37 at half- 
time. 

The Bulldogs held on for 98- 
95 win over EC on November 4 
in Decatur. 

EC squads will host East 
Mississippi Community 
College Thursday night and 
travel to Northeast Mississippi 
Community College in 
Booneville on Monday. 
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EC ladies get preseason hype 


If the NJCAA preseason poll 


- is an indicator for success, then 


East Central Community 
College women's basketball 
team should be making plans 
for a return trip to the national 
tournament in Salina, Kansas. 
The Lady Warriors, ranked 
sixth in the recent rankings, 
finished eighth in the nation in 
2003-04, after winning runner- 
up honors in the NJCAA 
Consolation Bracket. ~ 
Although the pre-season 
ranking is flattering to the pro- 
gram, Hodge said the Lady 
Warriors "have a lot to prove." 
Top returnees are guard 


| Kristin Chaney (5'6"), a prod- 


uct of Newton County High 


School, and guard/forward 
Kotreece Bender (510°), of 
Newton. Chaney, who was 


named to the All-Region 23 
Tournament Team and was 
selected All-State, averaged 11 
points per game while Bender 
had nine points per contest. 
Other returnees are guards 
Roxana Rogers (5'7") and Kim 





rr 
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MORTON 


Cox (5'7") , and forward India 
Backstrom (5'11"). 

Freshmen are _ guards 
Ashley Flint (5'10") of Choctaw 
Central, LaSaundra Harrison 
(5'3") of Union, Heather Steele 
(5'9") of NanmihWaiya, Tierra 
Young (5'8") of South Leake, 
Erica Hardin (59°) of 
Louisville and Aja Loveless 
(5'9") of Newton and red shirt 
Emily Massey (5'6") of: East 
Rankin Academy; forwards 
Dominetrix Hunter (5'9") of 
Philadelphia and Sara Judice 
(6') of Teurlings Catholic 
(Lafayette, La.); and centers 
Shannon Loyd (6'2") of West 
Lauderdale and April Viverette 
(6'1") of Lake. 

A mostly freshman squad 
will be called on to lead the 
East Central Community 
College men's basketball team 
to success in 2004-05 

Although the Warriors will 
be young this year - only four- 
players return - fourth-year 
head coach Billy Smith said he 
has been pleased with his 


squad's progress. 

The only returning starter 
from last year is Ryan Hudson, 
a 6-6 center from Louisville, 
who averaged 12 points and 3.5 
rebounds in leading the 
Warriors to a 10-14 record. 

Other returnees are guards 
Garrick Nichols (6-1) of 
Thomastown, Tawon Walker 
(6-1) of Neshoba Central and 
Andrew Lewis (6-0) of Morton. 
Another sophomore ’on the 
squad is first-year player Ryan 
Rodgers, a 6-4 forward and 


product of Tri Cities High 


School in Atlanta, Ga. 
Freshmen are guards 
Ricardo Alcantar (510) of 
Newton County, Pierre Barlow 
(6-1) of Scott Central, Andre 
Coleman (6-2) of Louisville, 
Jerry Luckett (6-1) of South 
Leake, Terrance McNichols (6- 
1) and Anthony Simonds and 
forwards Jacquas Jones (6-4) of 
Forest, Chavlon Ellis (6-3) of 


South Leake, Coshune 
Bingham (6-5) and Justin 
Harris (6-5). 
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submitted photo 


| < SIGNING UP a 
Sy Lauderdale High Schoot basketball standout Shannon Lloyd, center, signs a national 





: 6-foot-2 post player, averaged 14 points and 11 


_ first-team All-State and All- 
player. The new Lady Warri 


Hodge and her mother, Sharon. 
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Community College women’s basketball team. Lloyd, a 


rebounds last season and was named MAG _ 


District. She was also selected the Lady Knights’ most valuable 
or is pictured with ECCC women's head basketball coach Brad 
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| ECCC gets West 

| Lauderdale’s 
Lloyd in 

| women’s hoops 


West Lauderdale High 
School basketball standout | 
| Shannon Lloyd has signed a 
national letter of intent to con- | 
tinue her athletic career at East 
Central Community College in 
Decatur. | 
Lloyd, a 6-foot-2 post play- | 
er, averaged 14 points and 11 
rebounds last season and was” 
named MAC first-team All- : 
State and All-Division 5-3A. 
She was also selected the 
Lady Knights’ Most Valuable 
During her last three sea- 
sons, the Lady Knights were: 
g9-18. They went 33-5 and were 
the Class 3A state runner-up in. 
2001-02 and were 31-4 and 3A 
state runner-up again in 2002- | 
03. West finished 25-9 this past 


season. 

Lloyd had previously 
|signed with Tennessee State 
University. 

She is the daughter of 
Sharon Lloyd of Collinsville. 
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18 East MS Home 
22 Northeast (Booneville) | Away Wa r 1 
29 MS Delta Home a r O rs 
Dec 6 East MS (Scooba) Away 3 Ryan Rodgers 6'A" 
9 Northeast MS Home 1] Ricardo Alcantar 53‘10" 
, ie. 12 Pierre Barlow o'r" 
Jan. 6 Itawamba Away EP ee 6'2" 
10 Co-Lin Home 15) Tawon Walker 6'1” 
13 Gulf Coast Away 2 Jerry Luckett 61" 
22 Jacquas Jones 6'A” 
20 Hinds Home 25s Terrance McWNichols S'T* 
. 30. = Chavlon Ellis 6'3” 
24 southwest MS Home 35. \Coshunaieeeete a 
27 Meridian Away | 33 Ryan Hudson 6'6” 
31 Pearl River Home 5 eee Lewis 6'0” 
Tr: : ustin Horris 6'5" 
Feb, 3 Co-Lin Away A5 Anthony eee 6'3” 
7 Gulf Coast Home 


Coach: Billy Smith, Kevin McGhee 


10 Jones Home é 
14 Hinds (Utica) Away 
17 —_— Southwest MS Away NEWTON RECORD 
21 Meridian Home 
24 Pearl River (Poplarville) Away MERIDIAN STAR 
28-Mar. 3 State Tourney (Men’s) TBA i CLARION-LEDGER _ 


Mar. 7-10 NJCAA Region 23 TA «=O 
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A repeat trip won't come 
easy as only five players a 
back from that team. To 
sophomores are Kristit 
Chaney, Roxana Rogers, Kin 
Cox, Kotreece Bender, am 
India Backstrom. 

The 11 freshmen af 
Ashley Flint from Class 34 
state champion Choctaw Cen 
tral, Shannon Lio 
9002 and 2003 Class 3A stat 
runner-up West Lauderdale 
redshirt LaSaundra Harrison 
Heather Steele, Tierr; 





—_ —-s. = 7 : in the Nica wesein's aes 
PHOTO BY PAULA MERRITT / THE MERIDIAN ST season poll. 
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to : detigilinda CC. 


By Marty Stamper 
staff writer 


DECATUR — The Lady 


Indians of Itawamba Commu- 
nity College built a 33-22 half- 


time lead and held on to knock 


off defending Region 23 cham- 
pion East Central Community 
College 58-57 Thursday night 
at the Brackeen-Wood Physical 
Education Building. 

ECCC, which was ranked 
sixth in the NJCAA women’s 
preseason ‘poll, trailed 52-45 
with 8:25 remaining before put- 
ting together an 8-0 run to go 
up 53-52 on a pair of free throws 
by Sara Judice with 4:21 
remaining. 

After a driving basket by 
ICC’s LaTanya Williams, India 
Backstrom gave the Lady War- 
riors their last lead at 55-54 with 


a basket with 3:42 to go. 


Kim Stanfield scored in the 
lane for ICC with 2:23 left for a 
56-55 Lady Indian lead. 

ECCC’s Kristin Chaney tied 
the gamé.at 56-56 with a free 
throw with 1:13 left, but ICC 
got a driving basket by 


Williams for a 58-56 advantage 


with 45 seconds showing. 
Chaney missed a 3-pointer 
with 30 seconds left, but ECCC 
got possession on a jump ball. 
Tierra Young misfired with 20 
seconds left, but came up with a 
steal to set up the Lady War- 


riors’ final chance at a win or 


overtime. 

Kim Cox was fouled just 
inside midcourt on a scramble 
for a loose ball with 2.9 seconds 
remaining. She made the first 
free throw, but missed the 
second. 
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“We just didn’t execute,” 


ECCC head coach Brad Hodge 


said. “We didn’t start the game 
ready to play and then we came~ 
down at the end of the game » 
and didn’t execute some plays.” 

ECCC (2-1) got 13 points 
from Judice, 11 from Chaney, 


eight from Young, seven. from © | 


Shannon Lloyd, and six from 
Backstrom. | 


ICC (4-0) got 16 points from | 


Jazmyn  Vernor, 12. from 
Williams, 10from Stanfield, and - 
eight from Blanchard. 


ICC (men) ay; 
ECCC 76 

The Indians outscored the - 
Warriors 34-13 over the final 
9:52 to take the win and snap . 
ICC head coach Marty - 
Cooper’s 0-6 record against his 


former school in games played : 
at Decatur. 


ECCC led 27-19 with 10 min-.- 


utes to go in the first half, but 
the teams had four ties, 


including a 43-43 ‘stalemate at » 


intermission, over the final 10_ 
minutes of the half. 7 

After ECCC went up 61-56 
on a basket by Coshune - 
Bingham with 12:20 to play, the © 


Indians pulled even at 63-63, 


then pulled away to improve to 


4-0. 


“We went away from what 
we were doing in the first half~ 


and didn’t handle the pressure » 


as soon as we got behind,” 

ECCC coach Bill Smith said. 
ECCC (0-3) got 15 points ° 

from Ryan. Hudson, 14 from 





Ryan Rodgers, 12 from Tawon 
Walker, and eight from Garrick - 
Nichols. — | 
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EC sweeps East Mississ§ 


The East Central Community 
College men got their first win of 


the basketball season 
Thursday night when | by 
Andrew Lewis banked Marty 
home a shot with three Stamper 
seconds left to beat East Mississippi 
B8-87. 

The Warriors brought a 1-5 
‘cord into this week. 








olmes and East Mississippi and 
ere 5-1 prior to Monday’s game at 
ortheast Mississippi. 
y After Monday's games at 
Northeast, the Warriors and Lady 
Warriors resume play following the 
Thanksgiving holidays by hosting 
‘Mississippi Delta on Monday, Nov. 
29. Game times are 6 p.m. for the 
“women and 7:45 for the men. 

* EC women 69, Holmes 60 
{OT): The Lady Warriors outscored 
‘Holmes 13-4 in overtime to take the 
‘Nov. 15 win at Goodman. 

Shannon Lloyd led EC, 4-1, with 
47 points. Sara Judice scored 12, 
India Backstrom and. Kristin Chaney 





‘both had 10, Tierra Young had nine, 


‘and Kim Cox added seven. 

, EC took a 32-30 lead into half- 
time. The contest was even at 56-56 
jat the end of regulation. 

* Holmes dropped to 2-2. 

a Holmes men 108, EC 84: The 
Warriors fell to 0-5 with the Nov. 15 
oss at Goodman. 

Ricardo Alcantar led EC with 16 
points, Andrew Lewis scored 14, 
Andie Coleman and Jacquas Jones 
th had 10, Tawon Walker had 
Beven, ond Garrick Nichols, Cashune 
Ingham, Terwnee MeNichals, and 
wll) arvineweh had five 







The Lady Warriors knocked off 


EC trailed 55-37 ‘ halftine, 

* 4a yee Last Mississ- 
ippi 58: The Lady Warriors jumped 
out to a et -5 lead in crushing East 
Mississippi Thursday in Decatur, 

RC took a 48-25 lead inte half- 
time in fmproving to 5-1, 

Kotreece Bender of Newton had 
25 points to lead the EC offense, 

Shannon Lloyd seored 11, 
LaSaundra Harrison had 10, Kim 
Cox six, and Heather Steele and Aja 
Loveless both hac five, A dozen 
Lady Warriors scored. 

Kemonica McGee had 15 points 
tb lead the Lady Lions, 1-5. 


* EC men 88, East Mississippi 


87: Andrew Lewis banked home 
the game-winning basket off a spin 
move with three seconds left to give 
the Warriors their first win of the 
season. 

In taking Thursday’s tightly- 
contested battle at Decatur, EC ral- 
lied from an 80-70 defiert with three 
minutes remaining to get the victo- 
ry. 

Lewis pulled EC to within 85-84 
when he made all three free throws 
after being fouled on a 3-point 
attempt wit th 30.1 seconds to go. 

Lewis drained a jiamper from 
the right baseline with 22 seconds 
left following a midcourt steal by 
Tawon Walker to put the Warriors 
up 86-85. 

After Calvin Moore gave the 
Lions an 87-86 lead with 9.2 sec- 
onds showing, Lewis took the 
inbounds pass and connected from 
just inside the 3-point line for the 
pame-winning basket. 

Lewis led EC with 19 points. 
Walker had 12, Garrick Nichols had 


Pre Terrance 
Berre Barlow 
thad six, and 
Luckett 


10, Ricardo Alcan 
MeNichols seve) | 
and Jacques Jone» tit 
Ryan Hudson on Jerr 
both had five. im 

Boo Ramsey, (vis Williams, 
and Dupree Hal! o@phad 15 points 
for the Lions, 3-1, 7) 

EMCC led 45 40M halftime. 


ECCC High School 

Touriey 

Thirteen area |iigh schools are 

set to compete ff) the annual 

Holiday = Clasaj g Basketball 

Tournament schuliled Nov. 29- 
Dec. 4atECCC. © 

Girls’ and hy 












teams from 















Morton, West Laferdale, South 
Leake, Northeas) _ Lauderdale, 
Enterprise, Newton @ounty, Union, 
Forest, Neshoba | Sentral, Scott 
Central, Southeai Lauderdale, 
Lake and Newton @ W scheduled to 
compete in the dod sle- elimination 
tournament, - wil _ competition 


re ackeen-Wood 
Building and 


ampus gym. 


planned in the 
Physical Education 
the college’s South { 








The Union boy mM make their 
season debut on Til@sday, Nov. 30, 
against West Laud fdale at 8:30 
p.m. in the Brackeer## Wood Physical 
Education Building _ The Newton 
County boys face ‘ott Central on 
iiss at 8:30 pif Jin the South 

Campus Gym. , “i 

The Union girls/feet Forest on 

Tuesday at 4 p.m) in the South 


Campus Gym. The Lady Cougars 
of Newton Coulify take on 
Enterprise on Tuesday at 7 p.m. at 


Brackeen-Wood. 





i 








Lookin 


to Get By 
ECCC’s Shannon Lloyd (5) tries to get past East Mississ: 
Ladner in last week’s game at Decatur. Photo by Marty | 


Jumping High for East Central 
Community College Basketball 





Deb ke Tee 


2004/°05 ECCC Men’s Basketball Team 

The East Central Community College Warrior basketball team (front row, from left) student assistant 
Handel Huehes of Forest. freshman guard Jerry Luckett of South Leake. sophomore guards Andrew Lewis 
of Morton and Garae Nichols of Thomastown, freshman guards Pierre Barlow of Scott Central and 
_ Ricardo Alcantar of Newton County. sophomore guard Tawon Walker of Neshoba Central, freshman guard 
Terrance McNichols of Gautier and student assistant Chase Slaughter of Newton County, and (back row, 
from lett) assistant coach Kevin McGhee, freshman guard Andre Coleman of Louisville. freshman forward 
Jacquas Jones of Forest, freshman forwards Chavion Ellis of South Leake and Justin Harris of Southside 
(Atlanta, Ga.). sophomore center Ryan Hudson of Louisville, freshman center Derrick Harris of Los 
Angeles. Californm: freshman forward Coshune Bingham of Newton, sophomore forward Ryan Rodgers 
of Tn Cities (Atlanta, Ga.), freshman guard Anthony Simonds of Noxubee County and head coach Billy 
Smith 








20047705 ECCC Women’s Basketball Team 

The defending Region 23 and MACIC Champion Lady Warriors (front row, from left) freshman guards 
Aji Loveless of Newton and Emily Massey (redshirt) of Bast Rankin Academy. and student assistants 
Lakeisha Bobbitt of Scott Central. Ashley Clark of Starkville Avademy. Kasenda Overstreet of South 
Leake, Momca Carter of Noxapater. Jaimee Jones of Nanih Waiya and Krystle Hunter of Noxapater, 
(second row, from lett) freshman guard Ashley Flint of Choctaw Central. freshman center Shannon 
floyd of West Lauderdale. freshman guard LaSaundra Harrison of Union. sophomore guard Kristin 
Haney of Newton County. freshmdn guard Heather Steelé of Nanih Waiya. sophomore guards Roxana 
Rogers and Kim Cox. both of Lake. and freshman guard Tierra Young of South Leake: and (back row, 
m lefi) head coach Brad Hodge. freshman forwards Dominetrix Hunter of Philadelphia and Sara 
lice of Teurlings Catholic (Lafayette, La}. sophomore guard forward Kotreece Bender of Newton, 
Ophomore torward India Backstrom of Neshoba Central, freshman guards Erica Hardin of Loutsville 
‘and Lauren White of Union. freshman center April Viverette of Lake and assistant coach Zareth Gray. 
ao © = z= 

ry. <{ md ~— o. 
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DECATUR--Andrew 
Lewis’ off-balance jumper 
from the top of the key 
with 2.4 seconds remain- 
ing lifted Fast Central 
Community College to an 
88-87 victory over rival 
East Mississippi Commu- 
nity College Thursday 
night in the Brackeen- 
Wood Physical Education 
Building on the Decatur 
campus. Lewis’ winning 
shot capped an | 8-7 run in 
the game’s final minutes 


and more importantly gave 


head coach Billy Smith 
and the Warriors their first 
Win in six tnes of the 2004- 
05 campaign. East Central 


trailed 80-70 with 2: ‘45 re- | 


maining, but closed the gap 
to 85-84 when Lewis - af- 


ter being. fouled from. 


three-point range - made 


all three free throws with 


30.1 seconds left. Lewis _ 
later gave EC the lead at 
86-85 with 22 ticks remain- 
ing. only to have the Lions” 
Calvin Moore put his team 
back on top 87-86 with 
nine seconds left. Lewis 


Scott Central and Jacques 


and Ryan Rodgers, a prod- 


Bara: 
then drove the length ofthe ; les ad at 


- ECCC Wins First Game 
On Lewis’ Last-Second Shot 





court for the winning bas-. women’s action, the Brad 
ket. Lewis, a former Hodge-led Lady Warriors 
standout at Morton High cruised to an 82-58 win. 
School, was also the improving to 5-!. Sopho- 
team’s leadingscorerwith more  guard/forward 
19 points. Also scoring Kotreece Bender of New- 
were Tawon Walker of ton had 25 points to lead 
Neshoba Central, 12; the EC offensive attack. 

Garrick. Nichols of Other point makers were 
Thomastown, 10; Ricardo Shannon Lloyd of West 
Alcantar of Newton Lauderdale, 13; 

County, eight; Terrance LaSaundra Harrison of 
MeNichols of Gautier, Union, eight; Kim Cox of 
seven; Pierre Barlow of Lake, six: Heather Steele 
of Nanih Watya and Aja 
Jones of Forest, six each: Loveless of Newton, five 
Ryan Hudson of Louisville each; Sara Judice, a prod- 
andJerry Luckett ofSouth uct of Teurlings High 
Leake. five each: Chavion School in Lafavette, La., 

Ellis of South Leake. four: Erica Hardin of Louisville 
and April Viverette of 
uct of Tri Cities High Lake, four each; Ashley 
School, nen and Flint of Choctaw Central 





High School in Atlanta, Leake, three each; and 
Pre bees Boo Ramsey India Backstrom of 
oc: idian, Jarvis Will- Neshoba Central, two. 


iams of Columbus and Kemonica McGee of 


Dupree Hall of Greens- Quitman had 15 points to 
boro, North Carolina, had lead the Lady Lions, who 
15 points each to lead East fell to 1-5. East Central led 
Mississippi, which fellto3- 48-25 at the break. The 

ons | held a 45-40 Warriors and Lady War- 


alftime. In riors travel to Northeast 
EO] T30hho! 20" 





Mississippi Community 
College Monday night and 
resume pilav following the 
‘Phankserveng ho! idavs by 
bostre Missiséippi Delta 
Commeanrty Collece on 
Mondzy. November '29. ! 
Game times are 6:00 


Qesteaans 7:45 (men) 
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Lady Warriors Upset 


BY BUBBY JOHNSTON 
SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 


ATUR—Kristin Chaney 
1 in 19 points and led the 
ntral Community College 
to a 7463 decision over 
ly unbeaten Mississippi 
Community College 
Physical Education 
n the Decatur campus. 

ye win, the Lady 
mproved to 6-2 under 


1 to Chaney, a former 
unty High School 
er EC point makers 


11; Shannon Lloyd of West 
. Lauderdale, eight; Heather Steele 
of Nanih Waiya, five; Kim Cox of 
Lake and India Backstrom of 
Neshoba Central, four each; and 
LaShaundra Harrison of Union, 
Ashley Flint of Choctaw Central 
and Erica Hardin of Louisville, 
two each. 
Jazmine Cain of Mound Bayou 
had 14 points to lead Delta. 
EC held a 35-33 advantage at the 
break. 


In men's action, East Central 
had its two-game win streak 
snapped as the visiting Trojans 
cruised to a 79-60 win. 

Tawon Walker of Neshoba 
Central had 12 points to lead the 
Billy Smith-coached Warriors, 
who fell to 2-6. Also were 


- Ricardo Alcantar of Newton 


County, Andre Coleman of 
Louisville and Andrew Lewis of 
Morton, eight each; Ryan Hudson 
of Lo Louisville, five; Jerry Luckett 
of South Leake, Jacquas Jones of 
Forest, Garrick Nichols’ of 
Thomastown and Coshune 
on of Newton, four each; 
and Ryan Rodgers, a product of 
Tri Cities High School in Atlanta, 
Ga., three. 


Randy Young of Indianola had 
17 points to lead the 2-4 Trojans, 
who are coached by former ECCC 
assistant Derrick Fears. 

Delta led 38-27 at halftime. 


Warriors Travel To Northeast m, 
At Northeast, Tawon Walker 


scored 18 points in leading East 


Central to a 75-64 win over 
Northeast Mississippi 


Delta, Warriors Fall 


Community College November 22 
in Booneville. 

Other Warrior scorers were 
Ryan Hudson, eight; Andrew 
Lewis and Ryan Rodgers, seven 
each; Garrick Nichols and 
Chavion Ellis, six each; Jacquas 
Jones and Andre Coleman, five 
each; Coshune Bingham, po 
Ricardo Alcantar, three; 











EC held a 33-31 advantage at 
halftime. 

The Lady Warriors were not as 
fortunate, falling 77-65 to the 
highly regarded Lady Tigers, 
who improved to 8-1. 

Kristin Chaney had 17 points to 
pace the Lady Warrior attack. 
Also scoring for East Central 
were Kim Cox, 13; Shannon Lloyd 


East Central teams travel to 
East Mississippi Community 
College Monday night for a 
rematch with the Lady Lions and 
Lions. The Lady Warriors 
cruised to an 82-58 win and the 
Warriors rallied for an 88-87 vic- 
tory in games played November 
18 in Decatur. 


The Lady Warriors and 











Terrance McNichols of tien and Tierra Young, 11 each; Warriors conclude 2004 competi- 
» > > @@stin Harris of Southside (Ga.) Kotreece Bender, seven;andIndia tion by hosting Northeast teams 
: | | Backstrom, six. on Thursday, December 9. 
Northeast led 33-30 at the break. — 
CARTHAGINIAN 
NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
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East Central Community 
College’s basketball teams 
both went 1-1 in their latest 
action. by 


Ten Ve : 
Warriors got Pe Ie 
the win at : 


Northeast Mississippi prior 
to the iving break, 
while the Lady Warriors 


defeated previously-unbeat- 


en Mississippi Delta Monday 
night in Decatur. 

The Lady Warriors are 6- 
2, while the Warriors are 2-6. 


EC is off the remainder of 
the week. The Warriors and 


Lady Warriors travel to 


Scooba on Monday to face 
East Mississippi. They close 
out first-semester play on 
Dec. 9 when Northeast 
Missi comes to 
pene 

* Northeast women 77, 
EC 65: Northeast used a 10-) 


run early in the second half 
to take the Nov. 22 win at 
Booneville in a battle of 
nationally-ranked teams. 

EC came in ranked No. 6 
in the NJCAA women’s poll, 
while Northeast was No. 8. 

Northeast, 8-1, led 33-30 
at halftime, then went on a 
10-0 run to go up 51-38 with 
13:09 remaining in the game. 

“They turned up their 
defense a notch in the second 
half and we didn’t respond 
to it,” EC head coach Brad 
Hodge said. “Northeast is a 
very good basketball team 


with 


2, with 17 points. 


EC teams get one win each 


and they were better pre- 
pared and wanted it a= lot 
more than we did.” 

EC cut its deficit to 59-54 
709 = remaining. 
However, the Lady Tigers 
went on another quick run to 
push the lead to 67-57 with 
4-40 left in the game. 

Kristin Chaney led EC, 5- 
Kim Cox 
had 15, Shannon Lloyd and 
Tierra Young both had 11, 
Kotreece Bender added 
seven, and India Backstrom 

Northeast had three 
players in double figures. 
lessice Hooker scored 18 
points, Brittany Wilson 
added 15, and Ashley Jones 
apr 
* EC men 75, Northeast 
64: Northeast (2-4) played 
solid im the first half, but 
couldn't hold the Warriors in 
the second half of — Nov. 22 
contest at 

EC led 33-31 at Holness 
then went on a 21-6 mun to 
open the second half. 

Tawon Walker led EC, 2- 
5, with 18 points. Ryan 
Hudson scored _ eight, 
Andrew Lewis and Ryan 
Rodgers both had seven, 
Chevion Ellis and Garrick 
Nichols both scored six, and 
Andre Coleman and Jacquas 
Jones both had five. 

Northeast's Calvin 
Walker scored a game-high 


24 points. 


WEEK OF | JEL | _ 





_ © EC women 74, Miss. 
Delta © 63: Kristin Chaney 
scored 19 points and 
Kotreece Bender had 17 as 
EC knocked off previously- 
undefeated Mississippi Delta 
Monday at Decatur. 

EC improved to 6-2, 
while Delta dropped to 5-1. 

The Lady Warriors, who 
held a slim 35-33 halftime 
edge, also got 11 points from 
Tierra Young, eight from 
Shannon Lloyd, and five 
from Heather Steele. 

Jazmine Cain had 14 
points to lead Delta. Jameica 
Gross added 11, Vancherrika 
Mitchell had nine, Jessica 
Boyd scored eight, and 
Sophia Townsend tossed in 
seven. 

* Miss. Delta men 79, EC 
60: The Warriors saw their 
two-game win _ streak 
snapped with Monday's 
homecourt loss to the 
Trojans. 

Delta, led by former EC 
assistant coach Derrick Fears, 
took a 38-27 lead into half- 
time, 

Tawon Walker had 12 
points to lead EC, 2-6. 
Ricardo Alcantar, Andre 
Coleman, and Andrew Lewis 
each scored eight points. 
Ryan Hudson tossed in five. 

Randy a a the 2-4 
Trojans with points. 
Patrick Woodatd eo 12 
and Eugene Jackson had 10. 
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Lady Lion 


By Tony Krausz 
sports editor 

SCOOBA — The East Mississippi Community 
College women’s basketball players gave them- 
selves an earlier Christmas present on Monday 
night — a win. 

The Lady Lions (2-9) snapped an eight-game 
losing streak with a 72-65 victory over the: East 
Central Community College Lady Warriors (6-3). 

_ J think this is a great win for our program,” 
said Lady Lions coach Dale Peay, whose team 
does not play again until Jan. 6, 2005. “We have 
struggled this year. We have been preaching to 
(the team) that if we would play two halves 
instead of one half we would have the opportu- 
nity to beat somebody.” 

_ Of course, EMCC’s first win since Nov. 4 
didn’t come €asy, especially since the Lady Lions 
vere matched up against the No. 6 team in the 
nation. 
he Lady Lions lost a thin 34-29 halftime lead 
three minutes into the second half, as the Lady 
Warriors ripped off an 11-1 run out of the break 
for a 40-35 advantage with 17:16 to play. 

After calling two timeouts less than a minute 
apart, EMCC went ona big run of its own, 16-2, 
pull ray a 53-42 lead with 10 minutes left in the 

_ The Lady Lions pushed their lead to 64-51 
with six minutes left to play, but the Lady War- 

| A clamped down on defense in the final min- 

Tea, 


™, 


s close firs 


99 


I think this is a great win for our 
program. We have struggled this year, 


We have been preaching to (the team) 


that if we could play two halves 
instead of one half we would have the 
opportunity to beat somebody. 


Lady Lions coach 
Dale Peay 


EMCC was held to just three points for the 
next 5 1/2 minutes, as ECCC chopped its deficit 
down to 67-63 with 39 seconds left in the game. 

But the Lady Lions closed the final half 
minute of play with five points to seal the win. 

“We didn’t guard for 30 minutes, and (EMCC) 
shot about 60 percent for the game,” said Lady 
Warriors coach Brad Hodge. “We waited until 
five minutes to give ourselves a chance. For five 
minutes we guarded, but we were down 12 
(points) when we started.” 

Jennifer Jones tallied 27 points to lead 
EMCC’s offense, and Endya Burton and Jocelyn 
Spearman scored 11 and 10, respectively. 

The Lady Lions outrebounded the Lady War- 
riors 32-16, with Spearman leading the way with 
eight rebounds. | 

“We have implemented some rules about 
rebounding, and in the last three ballgames, it 


T 







hag made a difference,” Peay said. “We also 
matle shots.” 

e Lady Warriors appeared out of sink all 
night, as the Lady Lions consistently beat them 
to loose balls. 

CCC also struggled at the free-throw line, 
ing only 13-of-24 shots at the charity stripe. 
"We didn’t come ready to play, and East Mis- 
issippi did,” Hodge said. “Coach Peay had his 
group ready, and they were starving for a victory. 
ey wanted it more than we did.” 

Tierra Young paced the Lady Warriors’ 
offense with 19 points, and Kristin Chaney and 
Kotreece Bender each scored 13. 


100 
83 


he Lions, who pushed their record above 
O90 (6-5), nearly tasted their own medicine 


-against the Warriors (2-7). 


EMCC, which came back for wins over 
Meridian Community College and Jones Junior 
College in its last two games, lost hold of a 
eon lead midway through the second 
half. 


After leading by 11 points twice in the early 
minutes of the second, EMCC watched its lead 
dwindle to four, 67-63, with 8:25 left to play. 

“We had a lead before up there, and (ECCC) 
came back and beat us,” said Lions head coach 
Clay Armstrong, whose team lost to ECCC in 


Decatur on Nov. 18 after holding a 10-point lead 


Lu 


s 2eo 
< 40 


I 
IN 
oe) fe 


semester with wu 


with two minutes to play. “It was de 
mind.” 


But EMCC wouldn't let another 
its comeback trick, especially in it 
where the Lions have yet to lose th 

‘+yFollowing a free throw by Lion: 
Calvin Moore with 8:03 to play, EM: 
22-11 run over the next five minute 

Moore capped the run by knocki 

of his three treys in the second ha 


lead. < 

EMCC didn't let its lead drop be 
in the game's closing minutes, and 
hart hit a three-pointer at the buzz« 
Lions 100 points in the game. 

“Narvell Jackson came in and 1 
the defense up and turned our ener 
strong said of the Lions’ surge. “A 
came in and got very loud,” 

Moore led all Lions’ scorers wi 
and Lockhart tallied 20. Patrick Jac 
14 points, with 12 coming in the fi 
Dupree Hall scored 10. 

Ryan Hudson scored 17 points fo 
Ricardo Alcantar added 15. Tawon W 
14 points, and Andrew Lewis notch 

The Warriors continue the sez 
Northeast Mississippi Community 
Thursday at home. The game is sl 
after the 6 p.m. women’s contest. 

The Lions are off until Jan. 6, 
they travel with the Lady Lions | 
Coast Community College. 


Hea winT «a 
¥S2erée 
526s 


WEEK OF 








Kristin Sie pumped in 19 points and led 
the East Central Community College women toa 74-63 
decision over previously unbeaten Mississippi Delts 
Community College Monday night in the Brackeen- 
Wood Physical Education Building on the Decatur cam- 


With the win, the Lady Warriors improved to 
6-2 under head coach Brad Hodge while the Lady 
Trojans dropped to 5-1. 

In addition to Chaney, a former Newton 
County High School standout, other EC point makers 


were Kotreeee Bender of Newton, 17; Tierra Young of 





South Leake, 11: Shannon Lloyd of West Lauderdale. 


eight; Heather Steele of Nanih Waiya, five; Kim Cox of 


Lake and India Backstrom of Neshoba Central. four 
each; and LaShaundra Harrison of Union, Ashley Flim 
of Choctaw Central and Erica Hardin of Louisville. two 
each. 

Jazmine Cain of Mound Bayou had 14 points 
to lead Delta. 

EC held a, 35-33. advantage at the break. 
In men’s action, East Central had i -game Win 
streak shinped an te alice Ttee ceva oe 
win. Tews Walees it Peamone Conical Bae 12 _poimts to 
lead the Billy Sm | Warriors, who fel! to 2-4. 
Also scoring were Ricardo Aleantar of Newton County, 
Andre Coleman of Louisville and Andrew Lewis of 











Morton, eight each; Ryan Hudson of pe five, 





Jerry Luck of South Leake, ac — 
Garrick Nichols of Tho n and | : 
of Newton, four each: and Ryan Rodgers, a amas = 
Tri Cities High School in Aflanta, GC ee. 
Randy Young of Indianola had 17 points to lead t 
Trojans, who are coached by former ECCC 









Delta; $Waeriors fall 


Delta led 38-27 at halftime. 


ECCC TEAMS SPLIT 
DECISIONS AT NORTHEAST 
Tawon Walker scored 18 points in leading East 
Centre! to a 75-64 win over Northeast Mississippi 
(community College November 22 in Booneville. 
Other Warrior scorers were Ryan Hudson, eight; 
AoGrew Lewis and Ryan Rodgers, seven each; Garrick 
Necho's and Chavion Ellis, six each; Jacquas Jones and 
Andre Coleman, five each; Coshune Bingham, four; 
Ricardo Alcanter three: and Terrance McNichols of 
Gee justin Harris of Southside (Ga.) High School 
“Be held a 33-31 advantage at halftime. 
The Lady Weeriors were not as fortunate, falling 77-65 
to the highly regarded Lady Tigers, who improved to 8- 
L. 
Krstmm Chaney had 17 points to pace the Lady 
~~ scorme for East Central were Kim Cox, 
13; Shannon Lioyd Se ae i each; Kotreece 





Northeast led "33-30 at the _ break. 
East Central teams travel to East Mississippi 
Community College sory went for a rematch with 
arrior: rallied for an 88-87 v vic- 
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pick up points in 





East Central Community 
College's basketball teams 
sed out 2004 competition on 





a successful note as the Lady 
Warriors and Warriors posted 


wins over Northeast 
Mississippi Community College 
squads Thursday night in the 
Brackeen-Wood Physical 
Education Building. 

Tierra Young of South Leake 
poured in 23 points to lead the 
EC women to a 76-59 victory 
over the Lady Tigers, and 
Andrew Lewis of Morton 
pups I d in 19 points to rally 

arr st the Tigers by 





an 86-76. margin. 
Also scoring for the 17th 
ranked Lady Warriors, who 


oved to 7-3, were K 
Chiapas wton County, 22: 
Shannon yd of West 
Lauderdale, 12; . Kotreece 
Bender = a Sas 
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Nanih Waiya, India Backstrom 

of Neshoba Central and Erica 

Hardin of Louisville, two each. 
Krystal Robinsoll of 


Covington, Tenn., had 17 points 


to lead the seventh-ranked 
Lady Tigers, who fell to 9-2. 

EC led 34-31 at the break, 
thanks to Chaney's three-point- 
er at the buzzer. 

Warrior scorers in addition 
to Lewis were Tawon Walker of 
Neshoba Central, 18; Chavlon 
Ellis of South Leake and Ryan 
Hudson of Louisville, 12 each: 
Terrance McNichols of Gautier, 
nine; Garrick Nichols of 
Thomastown, five; and Ricardo 
Alcantor of Newton County and 
Coshune Bignham of Newton, 
two each, 

Stephen Cooper of 
Southaven had 18 points to 
lead the Tigers, who fell to 3-7, 

EC, which improved to 3-7, 
trailed 42-35 at the break. 

The Lady Warriors and 


Warriors return to action fol- 


lowing the Christmas holidays 
by taking on Itawamba 
Community College Thursday, 
January 6 on the Fulton cam- 
pus, 
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ECCC Defeats Northeast To! Clos 





ins neat out 2004 Aompetition 
on a successful note as the Lady 
Warriors and Warriors posted 
wins over Northeast Mississippi 
Community College squads 
Thursday. 


Tierra Young poured in 23 
oad Bere i ped: cg haha 
alge gy over the Lady 
Tigers, and Andrew Lewis of 
Morton pumped in 19 points to 
rally the Warriors past the Tigers 
by an 86-76 margin. 


Bir»: scoring for the 17th 
Lady Warriors, who 


Bender, 
LaSaundra Harrison, five; and 
Heather Steele, India Backstrom 
and Erica Hardin, two each. 

Krystal Robinson, had 17 points 
to lead the seventh-ranked Lady 
Tigers, who fell to 9-2. 

EC led 34-31 at the break, 
thanks to Chaney’s three-pointer 
at the buzzer. 


Warrior scorers in addition to 


Lewis were Tawon Walker, 18; 
Chavlon Ellis and Ryan Hudson, 


ti 
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each; Terrance McNichols, 
ates S eorick Nichols, five; and 
Ricardo Alcantor and Coshune 
Bignham, two each. 
Stephen Cooper had 18 points 
to lead the Tigers, who fell to 3-7. 
EC, which improved to 3-7, 
trailed 42-35 at the break. 
The Lady Warriors and 


2004 On High Note 






campes, 
In earlier actamilimeanonth, é 
Season SWEEDp z rival Eas 
| -—Colleg 





Central Community College’s 
Lady Warriors and Warriors who 
dropped decisions to the Lady 
Lions and Lions last week. 

The EC women were outscored 
72-65 and the Warriors were 
handed a 100-83 defeat. 


“Ti t the men’s contest, 
Hisfllocm lect the Weteee ah or 
points. Other top scores were 
Tawan 16; Garrick 
Nichols, 15; and Andrew Lewis of 
Morton, 10. 


The Lady Warriors defeated the 


Lady Lions 82-58 earlier in the 


88-87 earlier in the season. 
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EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
ECCC WDC LEADERSHIP — New officers of the East Central 


Community College District Workforce Council were selected during the 
organization's recent quarterly meeting. David Mills (second from left), 
manager of Polo Custom Products in Louisville, was selected chairman, 
and Andy Rowzee (third from left), site manager for ESCO Corporation in 
Newton, is serving as vice chairman. The Council's new leaders are 
shown with Roger Whitlock (left), director of the ECCC Workforce 
Development Center, and Dr. Phil A. Sutphin, College president. The 
Council is composed of 15 business/industry representatives whose mis- 
sion includes identifying workforce needs in a five-county district. 
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It’s Never Too Late 


San? 


To Begin A New Life! 








“After working 16 years 7 
aE . I ‘ies Ci od. .~2Bereeonebtaa 
| without a high school diploma, ay | aie th eas sine 
| I decided it was time to make a + -— , ee 
| change in my life. So I enrolled in > ee 






| Adult Basic Education classes at 

| East Central Community College 
and earned my GED diploma. I’m 
now continuing my education at 

| East Central, pursuing a degree in 

| gerontology technology. My goal 

| is to have a rewarding career 

helping elderly patients, and 
thanks to East Central I'm well 
on my way!” 


on 


-Sheila Jackson 


~ Registration for New Students: 
__ Friday, January 7, 2005 
8 to 9 a.m. * Newton Hall 


Spring Classes Begin: 
Monday, J anuary 10, 2005 


alpetausanyh Hite 
Arig ait “Ot yen . 






East Geditral Community College 


P.O. Box 129 « Decatur, MS 39327 
-www.eccc.edu © 1-8 77a eens 
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Complete Microsoft Access Course 
Completing requirements for a Microsoft Access XP, Module I course 
are the above individuals who took the cor outer class provided at the Choctaw 
Hospitality Institute in Choctaw, MS and sponsored by the Pearl River Resort. 
The Workforce Development Center at East Central Community College in 
Decatur also provided assistance in offering the computer course. Seated 
from left are Frank Rash, Philadelphia; Patricia Cole, Milwaukee, WI: Debra 
Griffin, Forest; Donna Jones, Carthage: Diane Dunn, Philadelphia; and Linda 
Floyd, Louisville. Standing from left are Andrew Werneth, Derrick Thompson, 
Michelle Webb and Amanda Burt, all of Philadelphia; and Ruth Robbins, 
Louisville. Also pictured is class instructor Sandra Parr of Philadelphia. Not 
pictured is Cynatta June Gardner of Philadelphia. For information regarding 
the various services offered industries, businesses and individuals by the ECCC 
Workforce Development Center, Phone 635-2111 or call toll free, 1-877- 
462-3222, ext. 299. The email address is rwhitlock@ecce.edu. (EC Photo) 
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Faecal won ik EAST CENTRAL COMMUNTY COLLEGE 
“CCC To WOOD'S CLASS: East 
Sanit een sre ege alumni and Louisville natives 
and nd Brad Peterson (right) | 

ille Wood's physical education 
) Be Successful.” They are pic- 


) me ete heath, ae educa: 
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Barbour, Riley 


to headline 
leadership 
summit 


from staff reports 
Gov.-elect Haley Barbour and 
\labama Gov. Bob Riley will head- 
ine the 2nd Annual Leadership 
summit next month sponsored by the 
Sommission on the Future of East 

Uississippi and West Alabama. 

The event is set for 8:30 a.m. Feb. 
} at the University of West Alabama. 
30th governors are expected to talk 
tbout development opportunities, 
.ncluding the proposed bi-state indus- 

trial park initiated last year. 

“With their commitment, we 
expect our second summit to rival 
last year's,” said Phil Sutphin, 
chairman of the commission and 
president of East Central Community 





Barbour 


The Phil Hardin 
Foundation and 
The : Mont- 


Summit — 


From page At 


The commission's purpose is 


| to assess conditions across te 


\ nrocess HoT participation by all 
es = : « 


region, identify key issues 0 

importance, recomment 

regional strategies to address 
the issues, and communicate its 
‘ndingstotheregion. 

SE ional the commussion 
tries to promote regional unity 
and collaboration, S€rve as an 
advocate for regional develop- 
ment and provide an inclusive 


=SSITLP 





regional pariners If ae 
“We re very semous about up- 
Su jLdime _— our region, Sutphin 


College in Mississippi. gomery Institute. sd. “This summit is one of our 
“We had a full-capacity crowd at A group of — snajor efforts toward building a 
MSU-Meridian last year,” Sutphin Several, leaders stranger regional identity. Cer- 
said, referring to the firstleadership | including | tainly, attracting two governor® 
ae as Ey Jeane | shows we're making progress. 

Besides Barbour and Riley, Sut- Site — Supersnn » 
| phin said U.S. Rep. Artur Dayis, R- bescient of Educa- 
peinge. hs yee to attend. In addi- HOD, and Pete 
tion, Sutphin said, U.S. Rep: Chip Walley, director ., 
| Pickering, R-Miss. — whose district Of the state 
| includes East Mississippi — may Bureau for Long 
attend if scheduling conflicts can be Range Economic 





resolved. 
This summit’s theme is “Closing 
the Gaps.” , | 
_ This event will include the release 
of data showing the East Mississippi- 
West Alabama region's performance 
nieving the Cycle of Pros- 







Planning —_— 

worked with The Montgomery Insti- 

tute to develop the benchmarks. 
The 41-member Commission on 

the Future includes the heads of 

eight area institutions of higher 

learning, and a representative of the 


perity Benchmarks for Accountability Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians. HAGINIAN 
and Decisi king unveiled atlast Also on the commission are two ——————— 
year’ssumm#t. representatives each from Clarke, ; OBA DEMOCRAT 
“One of our major goals has been Jasper, Kemper, Lauderdale, Leake, a 
to develop key indicators to show Neshoba, Newton, Noxubee, Scott ON RECORD 
how our region performs,” Sutphin and Winston counties in Mississipp! — 
said. ; | and Choctaw, Greene, Hale, IAN ST AR a 
The benchmark initiative results Marengo, Perry and Sumter coun- , 
from cooperative-efforts between the ties in Alabama. ON-LEDGER 
commission and the Regional See Summit 
Academy for Educational Leadership, Page A2 , 
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‘iy Katherine (Katie) | 
Sparkman of Decatur was Di 
recently | selected - Service L 
Learning Coordinator at Hanson said 
East Central Community used “to create 
College in Decatur climate i 
Se» Sut ise 
ie , College resident. dents, 

















peste "United ae ite Hirouedy eighth- -grade Stu- pi in cen ae School. py. orig Ht We = 
= completed service | °=* is the da ighter of Dr. — 
earning courses and @Vinia oparkman, Vv 
served as a tutor in after. President for I tuction at 
school programs. She also —— — Sparkman | 
attended ECCC and com- of Macon. _ Mea a) 


peta ae ih si 
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dehic ageeea ct salt Ae ould ae . 


were in education. Now, after his first 
week as Work-Based Learning Coordina. 
tor at East Central Commiinity College, 
his thoughts have been confirmed: he has 
indeed returned to his roots. 

“T feel like I've come home,” Harris 
said. “My house is across the street and 
this new position eliminates any major 
ee 

| fe 

ACS fe Harris, the former 
SHIA & urces nde ygetmat at pocbink 








cists the College’ s potential 
for producing them. As East 
Central’s Human Resources 
contact at La-Z-Boy, he hired 
a quantity of WBL students 
through the years and there- 
fore, has tremendous insight 
as to what directions our 
vocational: technical pro- 





na at all surprised. 


, this 


“Four or five years ago, {told La-Z-Boy 
ms at there was a good possibility that I. 
Id be moving back into the education _ 
field," Harris said. “I had decided that if 
the opportunity presented itself, 1 would 
look into it.” 
Harris said he had aay good expe 
ences at La-Z-Boy during his 15 1/2 et 
there, and learned a great deal from 
being part of the La-Z-Boy team. 

“Il met somé really neat and genuine 
people there,” Harris said. “I believe they 
helped me grow as an individual.” 

_ La ZBoy General Manager Dan Breed- 
ing said he was sad to see Harris go, but 


See HARRIS, gt ae 9A iJ TRISHA NISWANDER/THE NEWTON RECORE 





Chris’ s heart was always in 
education.” 

According to Breeding, La- 
Z-Boy is actively seeking to 
fill Harris’ position. 

“Chris’s oe are going to 
be hard to fill,” Breeding 








te celtics. larets’ wil 
SO, tinetok De 
employers ut the 
college § Ayesmanity, sevice 


from 
College ‘and a bachelor’s 
degree in educational psy- 
chology at Mississippi State 
Jniversity. He holds 2 
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Get out your. hammers and t-squares. 

Habitat for Humanity is ready to go back 
work. el 

The Newton County Chapter has been res 
established and the group is now ready to. 
build a home. An organizational dinner has 
been set for January 31 at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are, 
$15 each. 

Brian Pennington, pastor at the Newtort 
Protestant ncesees (Semen: said apne 


of Habitat met in 9 i Rebirth... 2 
April of 2002. to £ : Con’t from page one... | jog you need reservations 

contribution to: Newton for the dinner to be held at 
County Habitat For the East Central Junior 


Humanity, P.O. Box 725, College Dining Room, con- 
Decatur Mississippi, 39327. tact Pennington at 683-0899. 








ig ‘ 
* _ Habitat workers are all-vol- 





consider the re- & 
establishment of a F 
chapter in Newton. fy 
“Habitat had [aa 
apparently been — 
organized in 
Newton County in 
the past because I |- 
saw where you all | 
built three homes,” 
said Pennington. 
“Dr. Phil Sutphin 
at East Central he 
was very proactive = 





in getting Habitat — Sutphin i 
started again. It is ts 
back going now. — (ms 
“We are ready to build.” ~ 
Pennington said the home will be located im 
Newton. 


“We are inviting the people from. Newton 
County to attend this dinner to find out what 
is happening and to see if there might be a 
place for you to help out. Most of the pro- 
ceeds from our dinner will go towards run- 
ne. the a The thing that makes 
‘Habitat go. - people that ee in their 
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Council of Teachers of ae. and ifonmansa call 1 (601) 4 26752." 
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Wilkerson Memeda Scholarship Established At East Central 


snoring te: = xe’ = G he Noms Community in Scott County has been endowed at East 









Se Lhe Pesto pes cd ast 

Se eee eee ie ere a 
whe sees = 2 Soo kraman. 

wat Geng neigh ors and friends” He also “loved 
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Humanities Council tohonor 
state’ s outstanding contributors: 


m Sate Rep Dail S. Holland 
(D-Plastersville), Special Recogni- 





















Rieataucant, follawed by div 
ner at 7. serait meena 


one of the sprosches | take. The 
Delta is simultaneously unique and 
universal. It really does present the 
American story in so many ways, 
’ and that story is multifacete 
ogy, the river, the blues, political 
power, powerlessness, literature, 


literacy, all intertwine. 
Morrisey’s work with the 
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P. pl ha earmil g Lod rdinator at ee oer 
Community Coleg in Dece 
Sutphin, College president. 
; arpa 5, is responsi- 
le for placing/evaluating vocational-technica technical students i in 






ais previously served as Human Resources Manger 
at La-Z-Boy South in Newton, where he had been employed 

nce 1988. Se Hatris served 
s principal at Newton High School after earlier serving 








in arts degree from East Central Junior College 

znd eamed a bacheotsdegee nedcatona pyc | 
ississippi State University in Starkville. He holds a mas- 
7 i ‘ceiutigtiogmaa 
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ory of Bob Wilkerson of the Norris 


Community in Scott County has 
* been endowed at East Central 
Community College in Decatur. 

Established by his parents, 
Judge Robert G. and Patsy J. 
Wilkerson of Lake, the scholarship 
provides financial assistance to _ 
students pursuing vocational-tech- 
nical studies at ECCC, 

Bob Wilkerson was 41 years old 
when he lost his life in an AT'V 
accident on December 22, 2002. He 
Was a cattle farmer and 17-year 
employee at Puckett Machinery in 
Meridian where he served as a 
shop foreman. 

~The Wilkersons described their 
son as “a country boy who loved 
being with family, neighbors and 
friends.” He also “loved everythin 
about his life” and “was the least 
materialistic person” they had ever 
known. 

He was also “an avid outdoors- 
man” and served as president of 
Sun Hunting Club at the time of 
his death. His parents said he 





| especially enjoyed hunting with his 


fellow club members, “especially 
bas Wilkerson cousins, with whom 
be expernenced a special bond.” 
was a 1980 graduate 
ef Pores: Hagh School where he 


————_ — 


APPEARED IN: 


LAKE MESSENGER 







The late Bob Wilkerson of the Norris 
Community in Scott County, in whose 
memory a scholarship has been estab- 


fished “at East Central Community, 
Coliege by his parents, Judge Robert G2. 


and Patsy J. Wilkerson of Lake. 


pavGitip ated d waeveraL activities, 
including weightlifting and foot- 
ball. He was a four-year letterman 


said his favorite interest in high 
school was attending classes at the 
Forest-Scott County Vocational- 
Technical Center. He received the 


agriculture award his senior year. 


His parents said his instructor, 
David Joe Usry, was a “huge” 
influence 4 in his life. 
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_ Wilkerson 
‘Scholarship must meet the follow- 
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Shape his hfe. Bob felt honor 
pica yaad graduation he was | 


Board of the Scott County Vo-Tech 
Center and always enjoyed attend- 
ing meetings with this Board,” his 
parents stated. 

Bob’s wife is the former 
Dannette G. Burkes. Their daugh- 
ter, Kimberly, attends the 
University of Mississippi. 

Candidates for The Bob 
rial Vo-Tech 








ing-criteriay  «"° 

(1) igh at C or C+ average on 
all high sch 

(2) see in Scott County (pref- 
erence will be given to students 
who graduate from Forest High 
School); 

(3) Enroll full-time as a fresh- 
man the semester after graduati 
from high school and be committec 
to earning a vocational-technical 
degree or vocational-technical cer- 
tificate from ECCC; 

_ (4) Pursue a career in mechan- 
ies; and 
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Dr. Phil Sutphin, center, president of ECCC, 
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receives a check from the Newton Rotary Club to support 


fwo $500 scholarships. From left: Wilmer Whittle, chairman, scholarship committee; Sutphin; and Frank 


May. president of Newton Rotary. Photo by Keith Justice. 
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___ Special to The Record 

Author and retired East Cen- 
tral Community College 
English instructor Ovid Vick- 
ers is this year’s recipient of 
the Doster Award, the highest 
honor presented by the Two 
Year College 
English Associ- | ; 
ation-Southeast FR 
(TYCA-SE), a He 
regional affili- 
ate of the 
National Coun- | 
cil of Teachers 
of English. 

Vickers will 
receive the 
award at the 
organization's 3004 Salaries 
scheduled Feb. 26-29 at the 
Huntsville (Ala) Marriott A 
ibaa fa ol ae 


3:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 27 at th —¥ 
se 
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Retired 
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reh AD 


“CC instructor 


to receive Doster Award 


_ Author and retired East Central 
Community College English 
instructor Ovid Vickers of Decatur 
is this year’s recipient of the Doster 
Award, the highest honor presented 
by the Two-Year College English 
Association-Southeast (TYCA- 
SE), a regional affiliate of the 
National Council of Teachers of 
English. 


Vickers will receive the award at, 
- en s 2004 conference - 


heduled February 26-29 at the 
Huntsville (Ala.) Marriott. A 


reception will also be held in 
Vickers’ honor beginning at 3:30 
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p.m. Friday, Feb. 27 at the hotel, 
and will be followed by remarks 
from Vickers and Beverly 
Fatherree, reciptemt of the Cowan 
Award. 


For more than 40 years, Vickers 
served as a member of the ECCC 
English facility. Proer to his 
retirement in 1995, he twice served 
as President of the Mississippi 
Council of Teachers of English, and 
in 1990° he was selected the 
Council's English Teacher of the 
Year. 

Vickers” articles. essays, short 
Stones and poems have appeared in 


such as 
Mississippi 


various publications 
Southern Living. 
Magazine, The Texas Review, 
Southern Quarterly, and The 
Yalobusha Review. As one of the 
founders of the Mississippi 
Folklore Society. he served 25 
years as an officer in that 
organization and contributed on a 
regular basis to the Mississippi 
Folklore Register. He also writes a 
weekly column for a number of 
Mississippi newspapers and has 
been honored on three occasions by 
the Mississippi Press Association 
for the Best Column in a weekly 
newspaper. 
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FORE STs Voluntecs fire: » 


“men involved in the EMT- 


Basic class being taught at 
the East © central Commu-. 
nity College Vo-Tech this 
semester practice loading 
a patient for transport by 
ambulance. These firemen 
are part of a class funded 
by the Scott County. Beard 
of Supervisors. 

Recent changes in Missié- 
sippi Law has necessitated 


that firemen who previ- 
 Usly: Operated as: Emer- 
‘ ‘gency’ Medical Respond- 
“ers(EMR°s) mast Row 


Po 
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pass Pastices register 
in order to answer medi- 
cal calls. The Scott County 
Board! of Supervisors: is 


taught through ECCC. 


paying the cost of the 
EMT-Basic course ‘for: any 


Volunteer Fireman in Scott 


County who wishes to up- 


grade to the EMT Basic 


and thus be able fo answer 
medical calls with thier 
departments. 

Frank | Edmondson, a lieu- 
tenant with the Lake Vol- 


-unteer Fire Department is 


currently taking the course 


and upgrading to the EMT- 


Basic. The course is 
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: First lady Marsha. 
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left. left, presents Linda Baucum 


Pierce of Decatur with with the Mississipp! Power of One Award . 
at the Mississippi Women's Conference 2004 held. recently at 
presented t To nipe Missssp wore Lag Sh rd was: 
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Wood inducted into Hall of Fame 


Former East Central 
Comm-unity College 
women’s. basketball coa 
Lucille Wood was honored for 
her more than 50 years of ser- 
vice to community and junior 
college athletics with her 
induction into the 2004 
National Junior College 
Athletic Association Women’s 
Basketball Coaches’ Hall of 
Fame. 

Induction ceremonies for 
Wood and two other honorees 
were held Monday in Salina, 
Kan., home of. the NJCAA 
Women’s Division I National 
Championship Tournament. 

Ironically, the EC Lady 


Warriors are playing in the 
tournament. 
Wood, a Winston 


From = 
Se Beary 
Repofts _~ : 


EC as instructor of 
health, physical education 
and recreation and _ is 
Chairperson of the Social 
Science, Business and 
Education Division, was rec- 
ognized as a pioneer for 
women’s sports on the state 
and national levels. She led 
EC to four state titles 
(includes two club team 
championships) and numer- 
ous division crowns during 


her 28-year coaching career. 





She also served as tennis and 
volleyball coach. 

“T suppose this would be 
the ultimate honor for a per- 
son in junior college coach- 
ing,” Wood said of her 
award. “Since I've been out 
of coaching for several years, 
to even be remembered is 
important.” 

Several individuals nomi- 
nated Wood for the prestigious 
honor, including EC alumni 
Van Chancel-lor, head coach of 
the WNBA Houston Comets. 

Wrote Chancellor: “As a 
physical education instructor 
at East Central Junior 
College, Coach Wood wore 
many hats to keep her club 
teams alive when there were 
no organized teams on the 
state level for junior college 
players. 

“She was coach, fundrais- 
er, lobbyist, driver, equip- 
ment manager, trainer and 
cheerleader, Coaches like her 
fanned the spark to. give 
women athletes the opportu- 
nity to enjoy their own place 
in the athletic world from the 
recreational leagues to the 
professional leagues.” 

When the State of 
Mississippi discontinued 
women’s basketball on the 


junior college level in 1954, 


Wood organized and 
coached ‘club teams’ for 
women from 1956-74. at East 
Central. Wood noted that 
players did not receive schol- 
arships, competed in home- 
made uniforms, bought their 
own meals and, for one tour- 
nament, even had to borrow 
a hm rs pay 
Tene er a play ripe 
cetball simply because 








oe the sport,” Wood stat- 
ed) “No one ‘really knows 
what all we had to go 
through to pet sports Le 
girls. A lot of hard work went 
into it. Present day players 
owe a lot to these who 
played without se holarships, 
They really paved the way.’ 

In 1968, Wood and col- 
leagues = Sue Rows at 
Mississippi Gulf ‘Coast 
Community College, Rene’ 
Warren of Hinds Junior 
College, and Jill Upton and 
Dr. Mary Kate Miller of 
Mississippi State College for 
Women (now Mississippi 
University for Women) orga- 
nized the Mississippi 
Extramural Association and 
the first basketball tourna- 
ment for college women since 
1954. EC hosted the tourna- 
ment with Wood serving as 
coach and tournament direc- 
tor. 

The Warriorettes as. they 
were. known back then, 
defeated MSCW for the 
championship. In 1970, 
teams were divided into 
junior and senior divisions 
and EC won its first junior 
college state championship 
game, Wood later led her 
1973, 1976 and 1979 teams to 
state titles. 

This. past October, Wood 
honored members of her for- 
mer club.teams by presenting 
varsity letters to each player 
at a reunion held during EC’s 
homecoming, activities. 

“Since being notified of 
any selection to, the Mall of 


Fame, L have thought about 


how v happy Lam that we athe 
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one present at 
reunion were also elatoy 
about attending and had 
many positive comment 1 
make about thew donner 
coach. 

"What you did for ws 
defines you,” Lucy Your 
said, “Determienation ary 
persay ere have always 
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A Storehouse for EC's Memorabilia 


A conference room in the 
East Central Community 
College Libr: 
recently became Lat 
able for other uses. 
Gloria Johnson, and 
Gail Wood, the East 
Central __ librarians, 
decided the room 
would make an ideal 
place to store and 
exhibit items related 
to the college's 75 year 
history. Knowing that 
Lucille Wood had 





credit will transfer to any 
four-year college or universi- 


Among the 
more interesting 
objects in East 
| Central's collec- 
tion of memora- 
bilia is a hat 


‘ers, while she 


spent 50 years on the by was a student at 
campus, including her Ovid Mississippi 
Student days and the Vickers State College for 
48 years she has spent | Women. After 


as a member of the faculty, 
the librarians solicited 
Wood's help in establishing a 
memorabilia room in the 
library. 

These three ladies met 


with Dr, Phil Sutphin to seek 


the President's approval for 


their project. Sutphin was 


enthusiastic about the project 
and assured them of his full 
cooperation while at the 
same time explaining that 
the memorabilia. room 
would have to be a project of 
the Alumni Association due 
to the fact that all Mississippi 
schools are operating at pre- 
sent on very tight budgets. 
Now that the project has 


been thee Sisrits, 





pF just cae what will 
the room house and how will 
it be furnished. According to 
present plans, the room will 
be furnished with comfort- 
able chairs and tables for 
reading and glass display 
cabinets. to aon oh 
objects as the first gavel used 
to call the Board of Trustees 
to order, plates once used in 
the cafeteria with ECJC 
gapunied on the rim. and a 
mavied of other . objects 





her retirement, Mrs. 
Newsome received an hon- 
orary Doctor of Letters from 
Erskin College in south 
Carolina for her contribu- 
tions to the teaching of the 
Humanities. The doctoral 
hood presented to her at this 


ceremony was given to the 


college by her granddaugh- 
ter Marion Frances of 
Jackson. 

The first college year- 
book was made by hand and 
includes pictures of the 
freshman and sophomore 
classes of 1929-30. This year- 
book was hand written and 
all the pictures were made 
with a hand held Kodak. 
ee isa at valuable book 


articipated in by the 
siudeat: and the fashions 
that were in vogue for col- 
lege students at the time. 
For many years, East 
Central agen a May Day 
program, complete with var- 
ious kinds of entertainment, 
a May pole and a May 
Queen complete with her 
court. Pictures of the May 
Queen were taken and hung * 
in the student center. When 
the student center 











t reflects the activi- 


tially destroyed by fire in the 
1960s, these smoke-stained 
photographs were reg. 
The pictures are today filed 
in boxes as part of the col- 
lege’s history in  pho- 
tographs. 

Books, film, and video 
tapes will also form a part of 
the historical collections to 
be housed in the archives. 

ing the administration of 
Dr. Eddie M. Smith, the prac- 
tice was begun of taping 
interviews with citizens, for- 
mer students, and former 
faculty of the college. These 
taped interviews include dis- 
cussions with Mrs. Frances 
Smith, ,a member of the first 
graduating class with an 
interview with Miss Ethel 
Burton, the college's first 
librarian who lived to be 103 
years old. 

Faculty-authored books 
such as a freshman composi- 
Eubanks and a speech text 
written by HH. Keith 
Slothauer form part of a col- 
lection of old textbooks 
owned by the college library, 

If any former student, 
faculty member, or friend of 
the college wishes to con- 
tribute to the establishment 
and furnishing of this memo- 
rabilia room, tax-deductible 
contributions can be made to 





fectirecace books, letters, 


Bookcases are planned 
for tworwalls. These 
fronted cases will be used to 
store a complete collection of 
the WO-HE-LO, the. college 
yearbook.Bound copiés of 
the TOM-TOM, the college 
newspaper, , will» also, be 
shelved here along with col- 
lege catalogues from 1934 to 
the present, and copies of the 
college alumni magazine 
THE WARRIOR. This collee- 
tion will also include copies 
of the "in house" publication 
INSIGHTS which is distrib- 
titted each week toi all faculty 
and members of the Board of 
Trustees. 

Also. to be placed in the 
room are copies of the col- 
lege Self Evaluation and 
Visiting Committee, Reports, 
Every ten years, the college 
carries out a self-study and is 
visited by, an, evaluating 
commniittee from the 
Southern Association of col- 
leges and Schools. The 
Southern’ Association for 
SACS) isthe accrediting 
agency for the . college. 
Approval by SACS means 
that the college meets all a> 
teria required by the accred- 
iting agency amd that course 


and objects related to the his- oN 


tory pas college are also 


This room promises to -ORD 


be an important showcase 


for the history of a college AR 


that has served East Central 


it by the college=MOCRAT 








Mississippi and its five sup- 9 GER aaa 


porting counties for more 
than 75 years. 


















_ Two-year colleges have now been a part of 
this country’s institutions of higher learning for 
almost a hundred years. In fact, community col- 
leges have been a part of Mississippi's system of 
higher education since the 1920s, and of the 
nation’s 992 state-supported colleges, Mississip- 
pi has 15. East Central Community College, 
founded in 1928 and supported by the counties of 
Leake, Neshoba, Newton, Scott and Winston, is 
one of the oldest two-year colleges in Mississip- 
| Pi and also in the nation, 
1 The average person does not realize the 
| met that two-year schools have on education 
rica. There are a total of 1,171 communi- 
Le ealigiciGs ine unten, Of these colleges, 992 
| are state supported, 148 are private institutions, 
and 31 are tribal colleges, 

‘Today, there are 10.4 million students attend- 
ing community colleges in the United States. 
Students who are attending for either terminal or 
transfer credit number 5.4 million, while an addi- 























if ae el | 


you know about 


OVID 
VICKERS 


The Second 
Time Around 


tional 5 million are matriculating in non-credit 
courses in order to improve their skills in an 
effort to re-train themselves for different occupa- 
tions or to upgrade their present positions. 

And who attends community colleges? Of all 
undergraduates attending college, 45 percent 


attend a two-year college. Women students make — 


up 58 percent of that number and men 42 per- 








| piel 





cent. Two-year colleges grant approximately 


450,000 associate degrees each year. In addition | 


to the associate degrees granted, 200,000 two- 
year certificates are also awarded annually, 
Approximately 60.4 percent of applicants taking 
the national registered nurse examination to 
become licensed professional registered nurses 


are graduates of aSsociate degree programs. 


Almost all community colleges are internet — 
connected, and courses offered by one college — 


can now be taken on the internet by students in 
other colleges. Courses taught through the “dis 


lance learning” options at community colleges 


range from basic core courses such as history and 
biology to technical courses. Community college 
workforce education and training programs fur- 
nish well over 90 percent of the employees for 
business and other organizations seeking these 


graduates, 
Community college tuition is (and always has 


been) less than that required by four-year institu- 
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ypport comes, in the main, from thre 
a Si amount to 42 percent; tuitic 


ou to 23 percent, while feder 


mmr munity y colleges are governed by Boar 
hustees. The number of trustees may va 
five t » 30. Nationally, there are 6,000 boa: 
Ts 18:29 states with local boards, 16 stat 
> boards, and 4 states with local/sta 
} Ei Some two-year colleges are not col 
. rr neally but are go by their state 
id xf Trustees of Institutions of High 
g. Some community colleges, like tho: 
are considered units of their state 
ity iy System 
: outh which pioneered in the estal 
nent Lof community colleges, ranks secor 
| whe Midwest, a larger region, in the nur 
of degree- granting two-year colleges. T! 
number of two-year schools is located 
‘/ See VICKERS, page 14 
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PHOTO BY GEORGIA E. FRYE / THE MERIDIAN STAR 


TS ECCC 


Hartley Peavey, left, talks with East Central Community College students 
Shuwaski Young and William Tingle on Thursday about the importance 
of finding their talent and turning it into something successful. Peavey 
also spoke to students about international competition. The event was 
sponsored by the Students in Free Enterprise program. 


From page Ai 


in business management at the 
University of Mississippi this 
fall, said he believes he already 
has found his talent. 

“I think speaking publicly is 
my talent, and | realized that 
yesterday when students from 
our program won a regional 
competition,” he said, 

Young also said he believes 
that Peavey was right when he 
said not to be afraid to be dif- 
ferent or to be an individual. 

“I think being a minority 


Hartley Peavey Ly 


encourages students 
to find their talent - 


By Georgia E. Frye 
staff writer 

DECATUR — East Central Commu- 
nity College sophomore Shuwaski Young 
said Thursday he believes Hartley 
Peavey is an inspiration to young people 
because he realized his talent and cre- 
ated a successful business. 

“I think he is very innovative,” Young 
said. “He really gave us an understanding 
of how things are in other countries and 
also what it takes to succeed in the 
United States today.” | 

Young’s comments came after Peavey, 
founder and owner of Peavey Electronics 
Corp., spoke to about 150 students from 
the Students in Free Enterprise program 
at KCCC and from business classes at 


Newton County Academy, Newton 
County High School and Union High 
School. | 

In his speech, Peavey challenged stu- 
dents to find their talent and be honest 
with themselves about their abilities. 

“I was a carpeater, | could build 
things,” Peavey said. “But that wasn't 
what I wanted. I wanted to be a musi- 
cian,” 

He also emphasized the importance 
of hard work. aa 

“There is a price for success, and itis 
hard work. And you have to ask yourself 
are you willing to pay the price,” he said. 

But Young, who is planning to major 


See Peavey 
Page A2 


re at a 


makes me different also, and and if we can't compete itis going x 
anybody can go out there and to be hard for our economy,” = 
do anything if they put their Wanda Hurley, director of 
mind to it and be committed to the Students in F ree Enterprise = 
their work,” he said. program, said she asked Q 
Another ECCC student, Peavey to speak to students = 
William Tingle, also. was because she wants them to be ‘a O 
impressed with Peavey. Tingle aware of whatit willtaketobea Z > 
said he learned a lot about for- success in the business world. > O 
eign competition during “I tell them about the dan- © = 
Peavey’s speech. gers of international competi- ad : 
“I think international com- _ tion everyday and how they = 5 
petition is a huge factor inthe need to work hard to be suc. O | 
future of American business,” cessful, but Hartley lives it - = 
Tingle said. “More Americans everyday andl wantedthemto > ( 
are going to need to find jobs, hear it from him,” she said. = o 
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From Page 9C 





than the other. We work for 
the purpose of the College 
“With You in Mind,” I see 
this happening more and 





the theme 

Years With . 

Quality Education Lasts 

Forever.” 
Honorees for 2003 were 

Frances Harris 

(Class of 1930) of Decatur, 

Alumna of the Year; Dr. Mil- 


ton Matthews (Class of 
1958) of Pearl, Alumnus of 


the Year; Athletic Hall of 


Fame. inductees, the late. g 
Roy Baker (Class of 1956) of the 2002 
Jackson, Imogene Johnson 4» ¢hen-reco 

Borganelli (Class of 1947) of we on Tiel? 


Greenville, Rex Keeton 
(Class of 1964) of Tay: 





Smith Sevier year, Eas 


Dana Dear of Hickory, Aca- 
demic _Instructor of . the 
Year; and Katherine Buck- 
man of Bay Springs, Voca- 
tional-Technical Instructor 
of the Year. 


Also honored __ were 


Women’s Club Basketball 
and Volleyball Teams from 
1956 to 1975, who received 
athletic letters from their 
coach, Lucille Wood, orga- 
_ nizer for the special event. 


ment of 2,575 students was 
reported for the 2004 spring 


semester, compared to 2,389 
students who registered for 
classes for the spring 2003 


term. 


team, win titles 

The ECCC women’s bas- 
ketball squad and the War- 
rior Golf team experienced 
championship seasons over 


7 the past year: 


After winning the South 


in all Division regular season 


ment with 2,698 students 
registered for classes dur- 
ing the 2003 fall term. The 
new record represented a 
7.7 percent increase (or 195 








championship, the MACJC | 


and Region 23 tournaments, 
the Lady Warriors 


_ advanced to the 2004 


NJCAA Division I Women's 
Basketball Championship 
in Salina, Kan., where they 
posted a 2-2 mark and won 
runner-up honors in the 
Consolation Bracket. ii 

The ECCC women, led by 


to third-year head coach Brad 


Hodge and assistant LaCole 
Brooks, finished 31-4 and 


n the placed eighth in the nation. 


wins are a school 


“ning the 


Tournament Team, after 
being previously selected 
on the All-Region 
Tournament Team, second 
team All-State and All-Star 
Those also receiving post 
season honors include Kris- 


ten Chaney, a product of ‘Tin 


Newton County High 
School, All-Region 28 Tou 
nament Team and first 
team All-State; Lenore Gray 
of Newton, All-Region 23, 
All-State and All Star; and 
Rita Birden of St. Fredrick 
High School, Monroe, La.., 
second team All-State and 
Hodge was also honored 
for his team’s accomplish- 
ments with his selection as 
MACJC and Region 23 
Women’s Basketball Coach 
of the Year. 
‘The ECCC golfers had a 
successful 2003 season, Win- 
Division I, 
Region 23 Tournament held 
on the Great Southern Golf | 
‘man Philip Dickerson of 
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Og- 
§ SUCCESS, 
selected applications < 


1,023 classes, | 
and seminars. 
Services offer: 
aptitude assess! 
eareer counsel 
skills improve! 
technical classes 


sions, professior 
ment seminars, 


_ ness workshops 





jobplacement s 

The Workfor 
ment Staff w: 
excellence 
awards present 
the State Work 
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held in early 20 


East Central celebrates 75— 


@ Former women’s 
coach Lucille Wood 
inducted into NJCAA 
Hall of Fame. 


__ Special to the Record 


A observance of the Col- | 
lege’s 75th anniversary, — 
various | 
alumni association award - 


recognition of 


recipients, record fall and 
spring enrollments, cham- 
pionships in basketball and 
golf, and an 


Development Center, were 
among highlights for East 


Central Community College | 


over the past year. 

Former ECCC women’s 
basketball coach Lucille 
Wood, who continues to 
teach physical education 
classes and serves as Chair- 
man of the Social Science, 
Business and Education 
Division, served as keynote 
speaker for the convocation, 
which also featured 
remarks by ECCC President 
Dr Phil A. Sutphin and for- 
mer presidents Dr. Eddie M. 
Smith of Decatur and Arno 
Vineent of Meridian; ECCC 
Board of Trustees Chair- 
man Prentice Copeland of 
Philadelphia; and Gen. Den- 
ver Brackeen of Union, a 
member of the State Board 
for Community and Junior 
Colleges. 

Wood and Breckeen who 
Samet NACA a 





Hall of Fame. F 
selected in 1985 aa Wood 
was added in 1986. The Col- 
lege’s physical education 

building is named in their 
honor. Wood was inducted 
into the NJCAA Women's 
Basketball Coaches Hall of 
Fame in a ceremony held 
March 15, during the 
NJCAA Women’ s Basket- 
ball Championship held in 
Salina, Kan. 

In her remarks, Wood, 
who hae served inthe 


increased — 
emphasis in the services — 
provided by the Workforce | 





"EAST CENTRAL GOMMUNITY COLLEGE 
Lucille Wood shows off some of the trophies her teams won 
at East Central. 


his views on education. 

“His philosophy of educa- 
tion was that the teacher 
was more important than 
the equipment. He often 
said, ‘A good teacher can 
teach more sitting on the 
end of a log than a poor 
teacher with all the equip- 
ment in the world.’ That has 
changed a little today, Mr 
Vincent. With all the tech- 
nology today, the teacher is 
still the important instru- 
ment in the classroom. Mr. 
Vincent believed if all stu- 
dents made A’s, not much 
learning was taking place 
=x he placed the names of 
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oatral 
we iaatietive years,” 
when enrollment declined, 
dorm rooms were empty, 
and there was talk of com- 
bining ECCC with some 
other J junior colleges. 

| were needed,” 
Wood said. “And that’ 's when 
Board of Trustees Chaim 
man Henry B. “Bubba” 
Hudspeth of Louisville was 
instrumental in hiring Dr. 
Eddie M. Smith, an alum- 





Tom-Tom, recognized at 
that time as one of the best 
junior college newspapers 
in the state;” Capt. Pat Wil- 
son, “who led our National 
Guard unit into World War 
Il and was one of the most 
loved and respected people 
ever associated with this 
college;” and Lynn Dale Fer- 
guson, registrar, and R. C. 
Roberts, academic dean, 
“who came to East Central 
after World War II and 
helped set the College in 
motion for the post-war era. 
Enrollment increased and 
courses of study changed as 
well’ 








wrst artan Wlorniton. Des: | 


ver Brackeen (first Dean of 
Students in the junior col- 


leges), Dr. Brad Tucker — 


(served longest term as aca- 


demic dean); Dr Shelby 
Harris, Frank Rives, 
Tommy Thrash, Ann 


Burkes, Rudolph Mayes, Joe 
Clark, 
Adcock, Dr. Richard 
Ethridge, Raymond and 
Lois McMullan, and “many 
others who, like them, spent 
most of their careers (Some 
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years, sports championships 





EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


The East Central women’s basketball team celebrates winning the MACJC state champi- 


onship 
ECCC/East Mississippi 
(Scooba) football game. 

Wood also discussed the 
change im dress © and 
hairstyles through the 
years. 

“Skirts and sweaters with 
saddle oxfords and Bobbie 
socks, litthe ballerina shoes, 
Elvis hairstyles, Veronica 
Lake-long hair with one-eye 
covered, bee hive hair, crew 
cuts, flat tops, penny loafers 
and bell DOTS, and the 
hippy years - long hair, 
army surpias: clothes, no 
bras, mini skirts, long side 
burns, can-can etticoats, 





that dros out. And then 
there was a time when 
females wore rain 
over their shorts to go to 
physical education classes 
and even to the tennis 
courts! 

“Today, all our students do 
not follow the same styles.” 
Wood said. “Most students 


cannot 


coats | 


are well groomed. and most 
wear blue jeans to class. 
And there are some that I 
describe in the 
English language what they 
have on when they come to 

On a more serious note, 
Wood pointed with pride to 
the many ECCC alumni 
who have made and will 
continue to make thelr 
mark “with the elite in our 
state and nation.” 

“And there are thousands 
of alumni who are good cit- 


izens, live in well-kept 
homes, go to work each day, 
vote, work for better 
schools, are civic-minded,” 
Wood said. “They send their 
children to our college and 
take pride in the fact that 
they attended East Cen- 
tral.” 

She further stated, “There 
is a coming together of all 
areas of the College. One 
job is no more important 


See ECCC, Page 11C 
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ECCC visitors 

Officials from Leake County recently 
visited the East Central Community 
College campus in Decatur and were lunch- 
eon guests at the March meeting of the 
College’s Board of Trustees. The special vis- 
itors are shown with trustees from Leake 
County. Seated from left are Sheila 
Johnson tax assessor/collector; Mike 
herr apervisor; Oliver 


i 









Sherman, District Four supervisor; C county adminis 
listrict "y or; Joe Andy Carthage also represents Leake County on 
sor; and the ECCC Board of Trustees. | 


WEEK OF Linx | | L 





Carlton Brock, District One supervisor. 
Standing from left are ECCC trustees W.B. 


Jones of Walnut Grove, William E. 
Kitchings, Silas O’Neal, Jerry K. Moore and 
Melanie Hartley, Leake County 
Superintendent of Education, all __of 
Carthage; and Leake County officials Jeff 

bb, Board attorney; and Freddie Terrell, 
istrator. Janie Wilbanks of 
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‘Dr. Harold S. Aycock (left) of Greenfield, California, 
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is shown talking with Dr. Phil A. Sutphin, president 
of East Central Community College, after the ECCC 
alumnus established the James E. Land Memorial 
Scholarship in memory of the longtime educator and 
photographer. Land was Dr. Aycock’s high school 
vocational agriculture teacher and FFA advisor at 
Hickory High School. Land, a 1935 ECCC graduate, 
was a professional educator for many years at 
Hickory amd Union high schools, retiring in 1983. Dr. 
Aycock. whe was a member of the ECCC Class of 
1964 and is helping plan 2 reunion of his classmates 
tor the October 9 Homecoming observance, said 
Land “was 2 generous and avid photographer dedi- 
cated to hetpme others ure memories of their 
special occasions.” The freshman scholarship will be 
awarded for two semesters to a graduate of a high 
tact the Vice President for Student Services at ECCC, 
Phone 635-2111 or call toll free, 1-877-462-3222, ext. 
375. The email address is jkillens@eccc.edu. 
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DECATUR--The Mississippi Manufactures Associa- 
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ECCC Workforce 
Center Hosts 


MA’ 





tion recently conducted Basic Supervision I and II work- 
shops for area industrial workers at East Central Com- 
munity College’s Productivity Enhancement Lab located 
at the Philadelphia/Neshoba County Vocational-Tech- 
nica! Center. The final session tn this series, Basic Su- 
pervision III, will be offered April 30. The purpose of 
these one-day training sessions was to present prac- 
tices and techniques of effective supervision to man- 
agement personnel. Participants included representa- 
tives from Weyerhaeuser Corporation, Reman, Inc.. 
Milwaukee Electric Tool, Dart Container, Wells Lamont. 
G & € Industries, Peco Foods and Engelhard Corpora- 
tion. Dr. Carol Moss, a leadership development con- 
sultant and trainer and owner of Bellwether Connec- 
tions, conducted the session. Dr. Moss, a retired Mis- 
sissippi State University administrator, conducts train- 
ing for government agencies, professional and business 
associations, and husinesses throughout the southeast- 


em part of the United States. 


For more information 


about upcoming sessions contact: Roger Whitlock, Di- 
rector of Workforce Development (601) 635-2111, Ext. 


299 or rwhitlock(weccc.edu. 
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Large Crowd Attends ECCC Expo 
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DECATUR—Hundreds of East,Central Community College students attended the 


College's fourth annual Business, Education and Health Care Expo and explored the 
various job opportunities available at businesses, industries and health-related agen- 
cies located throughout the’ state» Representatives from the military and numerous 
colleges and universities were also on hand to meet ECCC students. Approximately 
70. booths were set up*fér the April 1 event, which was held’in the Brackeen-Wood 
Physical Education Building. °° 
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ECCC Spring Arts Festival 
Scheduled Thursday, April 29 


DECATUR--The third 
annual East Central Com- 
munity College Spring Arts 
Festival will be held Thurs- 
day, April 29 in the Vickers 
Fine Arts Center on the 
Decatur campus. Activi- 
hes begin with a perfor- 
mance by the College’s 
Concert Choir at 7 p.m., 
under the direction of Dr. 
Chris Jenkins. Len Bobo 
serves aS accompanist. 
The official opening of the 
juried art show is sched- 
uled at 8 p.m. and contin- 
ues until 9 p.m. John 
Marshall, art department 
chairman at Meridian 
Community College, will 
serve as judge for artwork 
submitted by students of 
ECCC art instructor Bruce 
Guraedy. Guraedy also 
serves as Chairman of the 
rine Aris division. Students 
whose artwork will be on 


display include Lauren 
Alexand er. Karla Jim, 
Rorestie er Pea and 
Chins Stack. all of Philadel- 
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phia; Matt Carroll, 
Collinsville; Chris Cooley, 
Kamarie Spivey and 
Ericka Jordan, all of New- 
ton; Stephanie Culpepper, 
Forest; Sarah Hickox, 
Victoria Loper and Mario 
Windham, all of Decatur; 
Lindsey Knight and Davin 
West, both of Union: 
Daniel Wood, Bay 
Springs; Ron Anderson, 
Conehatta; and Lynlee 
Healy, Noxapater. Stu- 
dents in ceramics who will 
display their artwork in- 
clude Lauren Alexander, 
Pamela Atkinson, Angell 
Gilmer, Elizabeth 
Yarbrough and Susan 
Atkinson, all of Philadel- 
phia; Teresa Black and 
Monica Valdez, both of 
Forest; Angela Bonner 


- 


and Rachel Edwards, both . 
of Noxapater: Catina 
Brantley, Walnut Grove: 


Lindsey Clanton, 
Lawrence: . Brandon 
Coburn, Daphanie 
Hatcher, Shawnta 


Hawthorne and Faith 
Hessenius, all of Louis- 
ville; Michael Dunn, 
Pascagoula; Courtnee 
Graham, Preston; Sarah 
Hickox and Victoria Loper, 
both of Decatur; Lindsey 
Knight, Union; Jason , 
LeF lore and Lee Faucette, 
both of Carthage; Zachary 
Logan, Newton; Joshua 
Murphy, Meridian; Daniel 
Wood, Bay Springs; and 
Tammy Faulkner, Morton. 
Admission is free and re- 
freshments will be served. 
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welcomed as 2 member of he East Central: 
Community Collage Soars of Trustees. McCurdy, 
shown wih ECCC Preswest De Pai A. Suiphin 


Philadelphia folosine fe Board's Apa meetin: 
previously served on te [OCC Soard when he 
was School Supeswtendiest form 1992-98. 
McCurdy is also 2 fiemer counssicr at The 
| Forest/Scott County Vocationmsi-Techrucal Center. 
| He began hus career im ecucation as 2 teacher at 
ee. 
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Fast Ce e iC seni Cilloues Ansociate Dear 
honors at the 2004 meeting of the Mississippi Organization. 

Degree Nursing held on the Gulf Coast. Sophomore. Jodi Kelley (left) of 
Louisville received the Bobbie Anderson Scholarship Award and was 
presented a $1,000 chéck to help with her education expenses. Part of her 
selection was based on her essay titled “Personal Influences That Directed 
Me Toward the Nursing Profession.” The Association of Student Nurses 
(ASNEC) at East Central was presented The Spirit of Community Award, in 
recognition of its work in raising funds for the cystic fibrosis foundation, 

ADN instructor Dana Deat (center), who serves as ASNEC advisor, is shown 
displaying the “Spirit of Community” award, which will remain at EC until the 
2005 convention, At right i is Melanie‘Gilmore, who serves as dean of the 
ECCC Associate Degree Nursing program, (EC Photo) 
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ge physics instructor Billy Miles (let) of Morton 
award to Ron Davis of Decatur, Science Division 
-tnstructor, in recognition of Davis’ support of Miles’ 
yhanistan for Operation Enduring Freedom. Miles, 


i 








7 headaches associated with my absence, you did 
also helped with the war against terrorism.” Miles 1s 


i su 
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ECCC Retirees Honored 

Retiring East Central Community College faculty members Brenda Kirby ( left) 
of Forest and Gary Ann Moore of Carthage were honored at the annual End- 
of-the- Year Dinner held in Mabry Memoria! Cafeteria on the Decatur campus. 
Kirby, a registered nurse with 20 years of service in the healthcare field, has 
served since 1994 as an instructor in the College’s Associate Degree Nursing 
program. Moore, who has accumulated 34 years service as a mathematics 
instructor, began her employment at ECCC in 1997. Other retirees include 
English instructor Patsy Moore of Louisville, and business technology 
instructor Ann Bullock and her husband, L. B. Bullock, who teaches math and 
computer science. The Bullocks reside in Decatur. The retirees were presented 
various gifts in addition to receiving resolutions adopted by the ECCC Board 
of Trustees commemorating their service. (EC Photo) 
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EAST CENTRAL HEALTHNET 


TRISHA NISWANDER/THE NEWTON RECOAD 
e East Central Healthnet Net- 


| 
) WW 1" 


ee 


work forum held at East Central Community College last week. Andy Rowzee of Esco (center) attended the meeting, 
along with several other business leaders to make their concerns known to the Healthnet researchers. The top five 
issues, in order of importance were: affordable insurance, tort reform, preventative health, after-hours services and 


keeping healthcare local. 








Trisha Niswander ui 

Localvheaitheare providers, workers 
and business repr | met Jume 6 
at East Central Community College to 
discuss the results of a comprehensive 
community health assessment. Among 
top issues were affordable health insur- 
ance and tort reform. 

Mississippi State University Extension 
Service Community Health Coordinator 
- Rachel Welborn opened the forum by 
announcing the survey results, Welborn 
said that out of 210 surveys mailed, 43 
people responded, and in a phone survey 
conducted by the MSU Extension Office 
1.650 households were given 96 questions. 

“I think we had a good response,” New- 
ton Regional Hospital Administrator 


Tim Thomas said. “We saw about the 
same amount as other counties were see- 
ing. 1 certainly would have liked more, 
bat I wees pleased’ with the industry rep 
The responses to both surveys shed 
light on some of the top healthcare 
issues, as perceived by the community 
instead of the healthcare providers, for 
the four-county area. (Clarke, Kemper, 
Neshoba and Newton). / , 

Some concerns were: Affordable insur- 
anee, healthcare education, drug costs, 
after-hours services, mental health, the 
availability of specialists and a wellness 
center. 

“T think we heard some pretty common 


See FORUM, back page 





C Healthnet holds forum 


EC Healthnet 

quick facts 

B Goal to morn access 

i come Sy acs “Ea 
care f 

= Analyze adequacy of a * 
ing healthcare services with- 

in the network area. é 
* Increase public aware- 
ness of existing services” 
offered within the network, « 
* Convene network and: 9) 
community planning part © 
ners to develop a compre: = 
hensive strategic plan. | 
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>, Warren Trest. Trest is a native 
Louisville High School and East Central 
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been provided by Dr. 
Harold §. Aycock of 
Greenfield, Cal. who is 
one of Harris’ former play- 
ers at Hickory High 
School. 

Harris was a standout 
basketball player at 
Hickory : School, 
ECCC and Delta State 

He taught and coached 
boys’ and girls’ basketball 
teams at several Newton 
County schools for more 
than 40 ) years, winning five 
champi 

“His (Harris) coaching 
philosophy emphasized 
that players master the 
game's basic fundamental 
skills and strategies, play 
hard with court awareness 
and as si saaee a and show 
respect for 
pase vat Sy 
selves,” said Dr. Aycock. 

Harris ‘was inducted 
into the ECCC Athletic 
Hall of Fame in 1990 and 
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tion of Coaches Hall of 
Fame in 1991, 

Candidates for the 
Richard Harris Scholar- 
ship must be a graduate of 
a high school in Newton 
County; have a desire to 
pursue a career tn educa- 
tion; and complete at least 
two full academic semes- 
ters at ECCC with a mini- 
mum 3.0 grade point aver- 
age on a 4.0 scale with 
intentions to complete the 
appropriate sophomore 
program at East Central. 

Preference for the 
Harris scholarship will be 
given to the prior year 
freshman recipient of the 
James E. Land Memorial 
Scholarship, if the fresh- 
man recipient meets or 
exceeds the minimum 
requirements listed above. 
The Land Memorial 
Scholarship was also 
established by Dr. Aycock. 

The ECCC Scholarship 
Committee will select 
scholarship recipients. 

For more information 
contact the Vice President 
for Student | Services’ 
Office, Phone 635-2111 or 
call toll free, 1-877-462- 
3222) xt) 375. 

The email address is 


jkillens@eccc.edu. 
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football staff 

@ James Keys of Collins is a 
new addition to the football 
coaching staff at East Central 
Community College in Decatur. 
italetret el Hel ngiawce 
thetic di 4 footbait 





tion as defensive end in 1999 
and helped lead the Warriors to 
a berth in the state playoffs en 
route to an 8-3 record, Keys 
was voted permanent defensive 
team captain following the 1999 
campaign. 


He continued his athletic 
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East Central adds three new assistants to 
football coaching staff 


Chris Boone has been 
named defensive coordinator at East 
Central Community College in 
Decatur, announced = Terry 
Underwood, athletic director/head 
football coach. Underwood said 
Boone is a “great addition” to his 
staff 

“Coach Boone brings a jot 
of coaching experience to East 
Central, and he has worked with 
many outstanding coaches. He is 
also a quality person and we look 
forward to working with him,” 
Underwood said. 

Boone, who will also 
coach defensive backs and special 
teams for the Warriors, comes to 
East Central from Nicholls State 
University in Thibodaux, 
La., where he served as linebacker 
coach for the past two years. 
Boone helped lead NSU to its first 
appearance in the Southland 
Conference title game in 2003, and 
the 2002 squad had its first winning 
Season since 1996 with a 7-4 mark. 
The 2002 Colonels finished third in 
the Southland Conference and were 


ranked 21st nationally by USA’ - 

Today. 

The defensive unit went from 84th 
17th nationally and finished first 
the Southland Conference in scor- 
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‘tant at the University of Arkansas at 





Monticello, where he served from 
2000-02, He served as defensive 
line coach, recruiting coordinator 
and secondary coach, He was also 





nference. Bs ‘Gonhlen ined: 


ence also. includes stints at the 


University of — Alabama- 
Birmingham, Wayne County High 
¢ ho Ml in Waynesboro, Pearl River 

nunity College in Poplarville 
oid the University of Southern 
Mississippi. At UAB, Boone was a 
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with linebackers. He served as line- 
backer coach/special teams coordi 
ator/power lifting coach at Wayne 
County from June 1998 to May 
1999. The Wayne County 
defense was ranked in the top 10 in 
scoring defense in Class 5-A, and 
the War Eagles qualified for the 
State Class 5-A playoffs for the sec- 
ond time in school history, 
Boone was also linebackers and spe- 
cial teams coach at Pearl River, 
where he served from June 1997 to 
May 1998, He began his coaching 
career as a student assistant at USM. 
serving from June 1996 to May 
1997. His duties included assisting 


defensive coordinator John 
Thompson in coaching linebackers, 
The Golden Eagles were 


conference co-champions that sea- 
son and finished with an 8-3 record. 
Boone is a 1996 graduate of the 
University of Southern Mississippi, 
where he received a bachelor’s 
degree in coaching and sports 
administration. He was also a mem - 
ber of the USM football team from 


January 1995 to May 1996. 


He received an associate of 
arts degree in 1993 from Jones 
County Junior College in Ellisville, 
where he was a two-year starter at 
linebackeron the Bobcat footba!! 
squac_ He was also voted teem cap 
St <phecwe see Sac 


= 4 ~ — —— —— 


he 


the Sate seer starter was marhed to 
the All-District, All-Conference. and 


All-County squads. He is married to 


the former Coco Walker of 
Waynesboro and they ~ have 
an infant daughter, Cameron. 

Carey J. Melvin’ of 
Thibodaux, La.. has been named an 
assistant football coach at East 
Central Community College ip 
Decatur, announced Terry 
Underwood, athletic directoNbead 


football coach. Underwood said he 


is “excited” to have Melvin join his 
staff.“Coach Melvin is a quality per- 
son and I know he will do a great 
job for us. He workgd with Coach 
(Chris) Boone (ECCC’s new defen- 
sive coordinator) at Nicholls State 
University last year, which means a 
lot to our defensive structure.” 


; a a . 





cial teams at East Central. He served 
as an assistant defensive line coach 
and student assistant at Nicholls 
State during 2003-04 and helped 
lead the Colonels to their first 
appearance in the Southland 
Conference title game. Melvin is 
also a former defensive coordina- 
tor/assistant track » coach 
at Garland Christian Academy in 
Garland, Texas, where he served 
from May 2001 to May 2003. His 
duties also included coaching line- 
backers. The new ECCC assistant 
was’ a linebacker at sGeorgia 
Southern pea gi in. S tesbor 
at “Mehacer High School in 
Powder Springs, Ge 7 
previously a tight end for 
North | Mesquite (Texas) High 
School. He was a member of nation- 
ally ranked track teams at bath high 
schools, 

James Keys of Collins isa 
new addition to the football coach- 
ing staff at East Central Community 
College in Decatur, announced 
Terry Underwood. athletic direc- 
tor/head football coach. Keys’ main 
area Of responsibility will be coach- 
ing linebackers and assisting with 
special teams. He is a former foot- 
ball standout at ECCS sass he 
Was 2 member of the 1998 and 1999 
siete, = = = some: 2 

: ia a =e 
Warriors to a berth im the State 
playoffs en route toa 8-3 record: 4 

Keys was voted permanent | 
defensive team Captain following 
the 1999 campaign. He continued 
his athletic career at Northwestern 
Oklahoma State University in Alva. 
Oklahoma, which finished runners- 
up for the 2000 NAIA (National 
Association of Intercollegiate 
Athletics) championship. Keys won 
various honors following the 2000 
season, including second team 
All-American; first team All- 
Conference and Conference 











Defensive Player of the Year. 


| Keys also played two years 
in the Arena Football League as a 
member of the Billings (Montana) 

Outlaws. 
He returned to 













_James Ww. Boykin of | aningt wat Sit 

hatta was recently Fredrick | r 0 ROSE 
selected interim carpentry it has been a 
and _cabinetmaking instruc 


Oo) ‘award. 
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He also received a buildi ing. 
- trades certifica te Regena McCraw of 


at the Sebastopol, who serves as 
Forest/ Scott technology 9 Management 










tay and miiillinaiy ‘Savane on Gonsitertiy 


te is married to the 


y assistant at ECCC, T ney have 
a two-year-old son, Wesly. 
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Com m u n i t y _ eS 

conn in Ei 
ecatur, 

announced Dr. Betsy Mann 

Phil A. Sutphin, ECCC president. 
Mann, who began her new duties 

on Aug. |, previously served the col- 

sp reer program as adjunct clin- 

ical instructor, a post she has held 


since 2002. 


‘ 


\ 


She has also served on nursing 
staffs at Airpark Medical Clinic, 
Neshoba County General Hospital 
and Neshoba County Nursing Home. 
all in Philadelphia, and at St. 
Dominic Health Services in Jackson. 

Mann is a member of the 
greene Nurses Association and 

menican Association of Critical 
om Nurses. She attends St. Francis 
| 2 Assisi Episcopal Church in 

Philadelphia. 





She holds master and bachelor 
degrees of science in nursing from 
_- University Medical Center in 
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Keys Named 





ECCC Assistant Football Coach 


DECATUR--James 
Kevs of Collins is a new 
addition to the football 
coaching staff at East 
Central Community..Col- 
lege in’ Decatur. an- 


APPEARED IN: 


nounced Terry 
Underwood, athletic direc- 
tor/head football coach. 
Keys’ main area of re- 
sponsibility will be coach- 
ing linebackers and assist- 


ing with special! teams, ac- 
cording to Underwood, 
who said the new assistant 
and former Warrior 
standout 1s a “great asset” 
to. his. staff. Keys,.a mem- 

















+ 





i 
ber of the 1998 and 1999 
squads, was an honorable 
mention All-State selection 
as a defensive end in 1999 
and helped lead the War- 
rors to. a berth in the state 
playoffs en route to an 8-23 
record. Keys was Voted 
permanent defensive team 
captain following the 1999 
campaign. He continued 
his athletic. eareer at 
Northwestern Oklahoma 
State University in Alva, 
Oklahoma, which finished 
runners-up for the 2000 
NAIA (National Associa- 
tion of Intercollegiate Ath- 
letics) championship. 
Keys won various honors 
following the 2000 season. 
including second team Ajl- 
American, first team All- 
Conference and Confer- 
ence Defensive Plaver o7 
the Year. Keys aiso played 
two years in the Arnens 
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‘three bed 8 


S an i 9 The Record 


{ i 1e8 ANT peek © 
naane) of “Chri is Bsohe. 
Terry Byans, and . Carey 


state title, - 
Evans served the pre, 
ous year as defensive er 
coach at.Taylorsville Higy 
ota Which captured the 
Boone ‘willbe | 2A championship in 
riors’ new tt or 2002. Evans also coached 





Chris Boone. 










Ud ex during 9002-03, 
wood said | He - is also al agilities 
Boone is 4 instructor and served as an 
“preat/addi- “assistant coach at the Adal- 


}, ius Thomas Football Camp, 


tion” to his 
| Evans received a bache- 






















lor's degree in coaching pateaie 
and sports administration Mississippl. 
at the University of South- | a 
ern Mississippi and Terry Evans 
, )) Carn an associate's Kvans of Taylorsville has - 
.. degree from Jones County joined the football coaching 
Junior College, He also staff at ECCC recently. 
ieaied Delta State Uni- Under- yas 
versity. He gr, of wood said 
; | Evans, who | 
will, mainly 
“Boone, who ss be Tesponsi- 
efe : ble for 
| 3 | | coaching. 
riors, comes to East Cen- Thibedaun _La.asana running 
tral from Nicholls State tantfeotball coach. Un backs, 1 
in_ rk Javea w “a 3 welcomed 
whe ed be derwood said he is addition t 
fincadines coach for “ovetiad | the Warrior 
er coach fa ‘fe staff, 
“Terry is a quality per- 
f SENGE son who wil wo 
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past Woy 


the pied, wer tile 
title game in 2003, and the 
2002 squad had its first 
winning season since 1996 
with a 7-4 mark. 





Boone is also former 
assistant at the University 
of Arkansas at Monticello, 
where he served from. 2000- 
02.. The 2000 Boll Weevils 
finished with an 8&3. mark 
and were ranked as high as 
18th nationally. 

Boone’s coaching experi 
ence also includes stints at 
the University of Alabama- 
Birmingham, Wayne 
County High School. in 
Waynesboro, Pearl River 
Community College and 
the University of Southern 





"NES MUSA High Schoo UNA 





quality per-_ 
son and I! 
iknow he i 
will do. a = 
great 


wor : ach (| jefe 
Boone: (ECCC’s ene deien- 
sive coordinator) 

Nicholls State Caine 
last year, which means a lot 
to our defensive structure,” 
Underwood said. 

Melvin will serve as 
defensive: ime ee and 
assist with specia : 
Rast Central He si 
an assistant defensive line 
coach and student assis- 
tant at Nicholls State dur- 
ing 2008-04 and ae 





from May 2001 to Ma “2 03. | 
His duties also i cluded 
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ECCC Adjunct Faculty dubers ~ These teachers from Newton Gaanty are members of 

the East Central Community College Adjunct Faculty for 2004-05, Seated from left are 

Patsy Barnett (accounting) of Decatur, Sue Kelly (intermediate algebra) of Lawrence and 

Julie Herrington (economics) of Newton, prgnding from left are Shane Williams (crimi- 
y) of 


nal justice) of Decatur, Larry Gressett (psycho 


Conehatta, Robert Smith ) 
of Union and Glenn Harrison nied 


oR Rede: They joined other adjunct instruc- 





(CAD) of Little Rock 
tors ata Pepseneiengeohop hele on the Decatur campus. 
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APPEARED fendorsement 


‘Brooks jours 


vo-tech facul ty 





Judy Brooks 


* Judy Brooks of Carthage was 
‘recently selected business and com- 
‘puter technology instructor at the 
Philadelphia/Neshoba County 
*Vocational-Technical Center, a divi- 
“sion of East Central Community 
"College in Decatur, announced Dr. 
*Phil A. Sutphin, ECCC president. 

- Brooks, who began her new 
“duties on Aug. I, previously served 
sas business and computer teacher at 
“the Walnut Grove Youth Correctional 
"Facility. She is also a former busi- 
"ness and computer teacher at Leake 
“Academy. She began her career in 
“education as a business teacher at 
“Utica High School. 

+ A graduate of Carthage High 
"School, Brooks holds a Bachelor of 
"Science degree in business education 
“from Delta State University and has 
an Associate in Arts degree from 
*East Central Junior College. She also 
«completed a Career Discovery 
course from 
"Mississippi State University. 


LAKE MESS= 5h and her husband, Rodert. 


"have two daughters. Maggie and 


SCOTT COL:Rebekah. 


> They are active members t———. 


UNION APPI-Trinity Baptist Church in Carthage 
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ECCC Adj unct Faculty Members 


ATI R- Mhese teachers from Scott and-Leake counties are members of the East Central Community Colleve Adjunct Faculty for 2 
“tt are Jeanne F inch (mathematics) of Forest, Krisan Williams (accounting) of Sebastopol, Sherry Boone ( English) ofC artheg 
>muith (English/musie) of Morton. They joined other adjunct taculty members at a pre-session workshop held on the Decatur cam 


? 


[> 
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Tammie _ Bawards Cee. who began her 

of Decatur “we recently Pe ect uate i, was 

licensed practical previously employed as 4 

ine instructor at East registered nurse at Laird 
Ca iw College Hospital in Union. 

She is also a former nurs- 








ketball team. She received a 
bachelor’s degree in nurs- 
ing from the University of 


zon Hospice 
in Decatur. 
Newton 


aan staff member at Hori- 


Regional 
- Hospital and 


Southern Mississippi in 
1993 and received the Citi- 





Rush Foun- zenship Award. 
dation Hos- She is_ married to 
in Matthew Edwards and they 


have two children, Jacob, 
six, and Jackson, two. They 
are members of Clarke-Ven- 





able Baptist Church. tor and tennis coach at 
, Lamar School in Meridian. 
’ Susan Fox-Smith She began her 
_ Edwarc Susan  Fox-Smith of C0aching/teaching career at 
ee, SASS Decatur was recently select- Mississippi College in Clin- 
LOGTe from ECCC ed psychology instructor at ton, where she served as a 
1 1992, where she was.a Kast Central graduate assistant coachfor _— 
member of Mu Alpha ae | Community the women's _ basketball 
‘Theta, Phi Theta Kappa, Me College in team. She laterservedasan | 
orps, Centralettes |) Decatur, assistant women’s basket. | 
the Lady Warrior bas- announced allcoach and was women’s [ 
essa} Dr. Phil) A. t0nIs coach. 
Sutphin, Fox-Smith has a master’s 
= ECCC presi- degree in counseling from 
dent. Mississippi College and a 
= 4 Fox-Smith, agrees of science degree 
Fox-Smith who began - in physical education from 
her new Joes State Universi- 
teacher and tennis coach at S!PPi University for Women. 


Steis @member of Pleas. 
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ee ee 


Neshoba Central High 
School, where she is also a 
former girls’ head basket- 
ball coach. She served as an 
assistant girls’ coach prior 
to taking over the program. 

She is also a former 
adjunct psychology instruc- 
tor at ECCC. In addition, 
she is a former elementary 
physical education instruc- 


She is a graduate of Leake 










Academy. She is married te 
Billy Smith, ECCC men’s 
head basketball coach. They 
have, three children, Andy 
Chandler and Mackie. 


Ruth Cromany of Little 
Rock was recently selected 
business technology 
instructor at ECCC in 
Decatur, announced Dr. Phi! 
A..Sutphin, ECCC  presi- 
dent. 

Gregory, who began her 
new duties on August 1, pre- 
viously taught business 

% technology 
my courses” at 
5,1 Union High 

School. She 
has also 
H served as an 
adjunct 
instructor at 
— ECCC. In 

addition, her 

teaching 





experience includes stints 
at Scott Central Attendance 


Center, Lake High School, 
Forest-Scott County Voca- 
tional-Technical Center and 


Poplarville High School. 


She also taught classes at 


| England Air Force Base in 





a CARTHAGINIAN 
b. Gregor of Union, no i NESHOBA DEMO 
por, Which operate in east NEWTON RECOR 
= 
earn Newton County 


Louisiana for Northwestern 
State University and at 


High School in Kaiser 
slautern, West ( 


Honors she has received 
; include her omar egelh to 
3 sissi -_ 





| poenagtion 
Institute held in July 


YO 
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Dr. Phil A. Sutphin 
Decatur, 57, President, Fast Central Comm. College 


‘East Centralcanpoint to many distinguished alumni inmost of the farni- 
les inthearea, Thereare thirdand fourth generation students here and we 
have faculty who are leaching grandchildren of their former students, ” 
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Bubby Johnaton 'East Central Community College 





| peally Cant rememper 

a time in my lifewhen 

1 was not involved in 
education in some 
fashion. Of course 
ssins as a student at 

an Barly age, listening to 
stories read by family 
members, then comes 
kindergarten, school, col- 
lege, etc. But, in addition 





to the usual contacts ofie the « 


has with school, having 
parents who were associat- 
ed with education put me 
in an intensive environ- 
ment as far as education is 
concerned. So I guess my 
career path was sort of 
inherited. Also, I have 
always tried to do things 
that had a positive impact 
on others and what better 
way to help than teaching 
and education. Education 
has always been an impor- 
tant goal of government 
because an educated soci- 


and wax the fioors 1n ali the 
buildings but as I pro- 
gressed I became part of 
the paint crew and devel- 
oped that skill. So I guess I 
was preparing for my cur- 
rent position very early 
because I am still con- 
cerned about the condition 
of the physical plant and 
the general maintenance of 
pus. Another good 
experience during my col- 
lege years was my employ- 
ment with TVA as a cooper- 
ative education student 
while at Mississippi State. I 
spent several rotations in 
Chattanooga in the train- 

ing office and in the travel 
office. Upon graduation, I 
got my first teaching job in 
Meridian as a social sci- 
ence teacher at Meridian 
High School. Dr. L.O, Todd 
was the superintendent 
and he had previously been 
the president of East. Cen- 





ety is considered impor- tral. 


tant to self government 
and democracy. 
a 
My early memories cen- 
ter around church activi- 
ties. Mom and Dad always 
made sure that | was pre- 
gent at all activities which 
is expected of the preach- 
er’s kid. However, when I 
was in the sixth grade my 
dad went to Wood Junior 
College as its president and 
my memories shifted from 
church activities to college 
activities. In both 
situations, as I observed 
roles, 


z 
ty College is located in 
Decatur and the college 
enjoys. very close relation- 
ship with the town and 
with the county. Because 
Decatur is also the county 
seat, the community has 
maintained a vibrant 
atmosphere. We try to 
work together as much as 
possible and to coordinate 
activities. Our work-force 
development center and 
small business center have 


hard eration with the city and 





‘mer jo campus 
of Wood Junior College. I 
worked on the grounds 
crew for the most part but 
aly Kot to do whatever 









- the county to further eco- 


nomic and community 
t. 
@ 

East Central serves a 
Hispanic population in our 
district is growing and we 
nee new gS in 





number to show on our eth- 
nic breakout charts. Also, 
the main reservation of the 
Mississippi Band of 
Choctaw Indians is in our 
district and we have 
worked closely with the 
Tribe to hold classes on the 
reservation and also to pro- 
vide assistance on our main 
campus, Native Americans 
make up over 10.8 percent 
of our current fall enroll- 
ment. Our African-Ameri- 
can enrollment is approxi- 
mately 35.5 percent. One of 
my major concerns, howev- 
er, is the difficulty we have 
in attracting and retaining 
minority faculty and staff. 
te 


Mississippi's communi- 
ty and junior colleges must 
continue to be available to 
area students as the best 
choice for academic, tech- 
nical, and vocational pro- 
grams. As open-entry, low- 
cost institutions, we must 
provide two solid years of 
post-secondary instruc- 
tion. We offer hope for 
thousands of students who 
need to obtain additional 
education to compete for 
jobs in the 21st century. 
This is East Central's core 
mission and we will work 
to maintain os mission. 


Coonttigtion between 
the Mississippi Depart- 
ment of Education, the 
state Board for Communi- 
ty and Junior Colleges, and 


the state College Board 


will require constant atten- 
tion so that the quality of 
life in Mississippi will be 
enhanced. To this end, EC 
will continue to look for 
specific programs that will 
enhance our area and we 
will look for partners who 
can benefit from a relation- 
ship with us to provide 
those programs. i hte 









(en trad are tne DEST SUT 
tions to meet this need 
both now and into the 
future. We will continue to 


look for ways to use both 


state and federal funds to 
accomplish this latest mis- 
sion for the om. 


There are pl vd things 
that I feel deserve special 
mention here at East Cen- 
tral: First, the people asso- 
ciated with the college in all 
areas of operation. Without 
these dedicated employ- 
ees, the pursuit of the mis 
sion of the college could 
not happen. Students, of 
course, are the No. 1 priori- 
ty and the people who work 
directly with them are criti- 
cal to the success of the col- 
lege, but all of the support 
tion of the college possible. 
From the overall direction 
of the college led by the 
Board of Trustees to the 
implementation of that 
vision by the administra- 
tion and staff, every 
employee is critical to the 
success of the college and it 
is this group of dedicated 
employees of which I am 
most proud. Second, I am 


“proud of the results that we 


see from our institutional 
effectiveness data. Our 


graduates do very well at ing 


the next stage of their lives. 
When I survey the gradu- 
ates at the graduation cere- 
mony and know what they 
have accomplished and 
what they are now pre 
paredtodo,lamextremely own 
proud. Our mission 
includes for-credit instruc: 
tion in academic, vocation- 
al, and technical azaen) 
work-force train 

variety of areas, 

credit .divities thom short: @ 
term personal interest 


activities to ace err | 


THESE ACLIVILICS are Lie 


Our ai wis formed 
by patriota who held the 
belief that a free public edu: 


cation was necessary to A 
free society. Franklin gave 
us the free public library, 
Jefferson started the Uni- 
versity of Virginia, and 
Adama made sure that his 
children received proper 
instruction, The list goes 
on, but the main polit ts 
the importance of know! 
edge and skills in the devel 
opment of a nation, Mduew 
tion is & current issue in 
Mississippi with the exper 
diture ofa nately (Y 
percent of the General 
Fund budget on all levels of 
education, Further, the 
issue of pre-kindergarten is 
one that the state ia dle 
cussing, 


a 

_ With the “No Child Lett 

hind” emphasis on tlt 
ing standards, we see 

ovement toward more 
rigorous expectations for 
progression and gradtm 
tion from high school, 
“Blueprint ecritpet 6 
seeks to mobilige the 
resources of higher eden 
tion to further the interewts 
of the state, Problem solv 
ng skills are essential to 
the maintenance of our 
society, Education ja the | 
best tool 


available to teach: 


these skills so that every: 
‘one can analyze any given 
eee and iol their 

beliefs and 
values to the information 


rere cnncenne en | 
. | Ss ate bob dU 


‘Mon. for quality instrue- 
EC transfer students 

very well at Misnigaip. 

o's antversition aid atu 
ts wae complete our 





Ve SLUESS LUS (JUMIILy alii 
the fact that it is available at 
a competitive price. In 
addition, we take pride in 
being a comp institu- 
tion, Freshmen and sopho- 
more students receive 
instruction from profes: 
sional educators whose 
wle function is instruction 
wid the success of stu- 
‘ents, Also, Bast Central is 
0 heaidential campus with 
all of the student activities 
naaociated with a college 
campus, Traditional col- 
lege atudents can take part 
iy the traditional college 
exp atEC, ' 


Ce of my favorite sto- 
ros volves a great-yrand- 
mother in her mid to late 


weventios who decided 


that she needed her high 
school diploma, She 
enifolled in our GED pro- 
gram and completed the 
eum for the Gen el 
cation Diploma 
achieve er goal, Nhe 
enrolled in our firat course 
free program for adits 
and created @ ew goal for 
herwelt) the aroun 
dewiee, She tot” 
achloved Wer oh 
heeame (he second oldest 
inductee inte the finterna- 
tiownl honor society for 
two-year college’ — Phi 
Theta Ka appa. ‘When she 
completed her degree, she 
started working in our 
GED program as an 
instructor and she is still 
aor tn tae 
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members of the East — 
Central < 


Community College 
Adjunct Faculty for , 
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ECCC ABE/GED Instructors 
These Scott County instructors are members of the Adult Basic Education/General Education Development (ABE/ 
GED) faculty at East Central Community College who recently attended a workshop on the Decatur campus. Pictured 
are (seated, from left) Angela Stuesse of Forest, Leanne Burris of Morton and Flo Chambers of Hillsboro: and (back 
row, from left) Zann Nutt, Teresa Lovett and Carol Greer, all of Morton: and Mary Townsend of Forest. ABE/GED 
classes are offered free throughout the College's five-county district, which includes Leake. Neshoba, Newton, Scott 
anc Winston counties. For more information contact Gene Davis, Dean of Adult and Continuing Education, at 635- 
211), ext 278 or 279_or call toll free 1-877-462-3222, ext. 278 or 279. (EC Photo) 
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hires women’s basketball assistant 


Special to the Record __ 

Zareth Gray has been 
named assistant women's 
basketball coach at East Cen- 
tral Community College in 
Decatur, announced Lady 
Warrior head coach Brad 
Hodge. 

We OO 
excited about [aja 
having some- § a 
one of her | 
experience & 
and knowl- | 
edge of the 
game on our | 
staff.” Hodge | 
said. “With 
her back- 
ground, | . 
know she will be a tremer 
dous asset to our program 
and a role model to our play- 
ers and recruits.” 

Prior to joining the ECCC 
staff, Gray served as assis- 
tant coach and recruiting 
coordinator at Southern Illi- 
nois University. She is also a 
former assistant at Wichita 
State University, Eastern Lli- 
nois University and Ball 








coaching accomplishments 
include numerous players 
being recognized with vari- 
ous conference honors. 

She is also a former bas- 
ketball standout on the pro- 
fessional. college and high 
school levels. 


Professionally, Gray 


m= played in the Women's First 
e! Division of the German Pro- 


fessional Basketball League 
as a member of the DJK 
Wuerzburg X-Rays. In her 
only season on the team, she 
finished 10th in rebounding 
in the league. 

She was a four-year letter- 
winner at Michigan State 
University, and was instru- 
mental in leading the Lady 
Spartans to the second 
round of the of the 1996 
NCAA tournament during 
her senior season. She was 
selected “Most Improved 
Player” during her junior 
year and was also named to 
the All-Tournament Team in 
the Felpausch Tournament, 
hosted by MSU. 

Prior to her junior season, 


State University. Gray's Graywasa member of the Big 
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Ten All-Stars, which became 
the first team from the Big 
Ten Conference to go unde- 
feated on a European tour. 

Gray was also a standout 
at Fairfield (Calif.) High 
School, where she helped 
lead FHS to a Monticello 
Empire League Champt- 
onship and a Sac-Joaquin 
Sectional Championship. 
She is recognized as the 
school's all-time leader in 
total points scored, three- 
pointers and rebounds. . 

She received a bachelor’s 
degree in merchandising 
management at Michigan 
State University and has 
completed 30 hours toward a 
master’s degree in athletic 
administration from Ball 
State University. 
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peremony set for Monday, 
between | ie Central's 





Hast Cential Community College 
es in most out- 









the Lady Warrior nae Warriors’ sea- 
Son-ope eri ng x packothal contests with 
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season, was named the nation’s most ; : 


the Brackeen-Wood Physical Educa- 
tion Building. 

ECCC president Dr. Phil A. Sut- 
phin will introduce the college's dis- 
tinguished alumni, and additional 
remarks about the honorees” careers 
will be made by current Lady Warror 
head coach Brad Hodge and tee 






‘The brief noel contiades wit 
the presentation of banners designat- 
ing Brackeen and Woods’ NJCAA 
inductions, The banners will hang and served on the tennis and wack and. 
with, the Spor fae field committees. She was presented sig cearailals ie 

pm the NJCAA Service Award in 1990. Basketball Coaches Hall of F 
She is also a recipient of a “Power March 15 during the Gh 
of One ‘wand, which is presented to Women’s Basketball Tor 
women m the state “who have given .% 
selflessly of their time and talents to ert 
3 make # Gifierence in the lives of all 
Misusaipyrans.~ 












Social Science, pies and p= 
aoe . tion Dj ECCC j 

J Sie was honored for her more than ee nhyecal educatio 
= a te: to community and and education courses. 
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Association in Mississippi. 
In 1978, Wood served with Sue 






Harriet te ae Ross as the first coaches of a Missis- 
Brackeen was also ws standout uae sippi Junior College All-Star women S 

University of M nee basketball team. | 
28 points per game. He was sumed br i The 1978-79 season concluded 
Look ania as oe most vale with Wood being chosen Mississippi 
Association of Coaches “Coach of the 
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Year.” She was also selected to the 
nd rele Top 20 National Junior College 
Collieee’s Agetic Hall of Fame in “Coaches of the Year.” 
~ 10 Wood was again chosen coach of 
the women’s All-Star team in 1984 
and was a member of the Region 23 
Women’s Basketball Committee dur- 
ing 1985. | 

She retired from coaching in 1986 
and the same year was elected Direc- 
tor of Women’s Athletics for Region 
Le 23, a position she held for 10 years. 

» During her tenure as Director, Wood — 

h 1975, the. 3 php man ‘of the Slow-Pitch 
scholarships were awarded. The — slow-pitch tournament for four earn 
ear " Wood was elected the first ARION-LEDGER 
















umn: is of me yea 
mis see of the Women's Basketball 








EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE PHOTO 
East Central Community College women’s head basketball coach 


Brad Hodge (left) receives a plaque commemorating his team's suc- 
cess from ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin on behalf of the 
Decatur Lions Club. The presentation was made during a program 
held June 17 during which team members received rings in recogni- 
tion of their championship season. The Lady Warriors won the South 
Division, State and'Region 23 titles and were Consolation Bracket 
runners-up in the NJCAA Division | Women's Basketball Champi- 
onship held in Salina, Kansas. The East Central women completed 
_ the 2003-04 season with a 31-4 record and were ranked eighth in 
the final NUCAA poll. In recognition of his team's success, Hodge 

' was named Region 23° and MACJC Women's Basketball Coach of 
the Year and was selected M Association of ( 
munity/Junior College Women's Basketball Coach of t 





APPEARED IN: 

LAKE MESSENGER _ _ CARTHAGINIAN 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES __ “NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
UNION APPEAL _ : NEWTON RECORD / 
YWINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL MERIDIAN STAR 
SPIRIT OF MORTON CLARION-LEDGER 


iMPACT 





WEEK OF _, 
) % | 
fb, [clay 8 PODS Le “i 
’ J 











4 ar pies} v6 4% im 
a | Me P| 
os avoly, ask nny) “inal 


From. press repeats afl 
On oe 





ai) a 





r ogram. * Gilmore, dean, PA 0 5- 
formation ou al a free, ott 
he College's 462-2222. ext. 294. The 







, address is 


























! : . cedu.. 
APPEARED IN: 
LAKE MESSENGER \/ | | CARTHAGINIAN 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES __ *NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
UNION APPEAL a NEWTON RECORD 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL JS MERIDIAN STAR 
SPIRIT OF MORTON \~ 3 | CLARION-LEDGER 








IMPACT 








WEEK OF //|//,,/ 





ECCC PHOTO 


SCOTT COUNTY OFFICIALS VISIT ECCC 


Scott County fae wee luncheon guest at th une mesting of te Eat Canta Commun Clg Board of Tse ld on 
the Decatur campus. The special visitors are shown with ywing the meeting. Seated from left are super- 
vooty lack Geiden fled Faas aE Michdlion Rid a: A TREEEEEame tare teh bons tence 
rio Sc ae epee A beaten, totes Ml Manan Tice and Roneone tere ot Nore: bert Cece 
Morton, Scott Count Ger Bly Prank Alon ond tle Stowers of Forest and Rebecca Farris of Morton; Scott County 

heriff W Richardson; Chancery | : uste] Shaw of Forest and Vernon Crotwell of Morton. Dr, 
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pi cnionanel her 29 years ct nonice i in peetnee 


ndary education a and 11 years of service in the public schoo! 


System in M 


j. She began her employment at ECCC in 


4975. |n addition to her teaching duties, Breland served as an 
advisor for Phi Beta Lambda, an organization for business stu: 
Sparkman, vice | peer, 


dents. Also pictured are Dr. La aN, 
for instruction, and Wayne Eason, dean of vocal 
instruction. 
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| EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE PHOTO 
Flo Harkins of Carthage was the lucky winner of an EZ-GO Golf 
Cart presented at the third annua! East Central Community College 
Warrior Golf:Classic held at the Dancing Rabbit Golf Club in Choctaw. 
Harkins, a member of the ECCC Class of 1981, serves as a Leake 
County representative on the College's Alumni Association Board of 
Directors, which sponsors the fundraising tournament. Proceeds from 
ticket sales for the golf cart, provided by Jim Nabers (ECCC Class of 
1976) of Nabers' Companies in Louisville, and the one-day event pro- 
vide scholarships for ECCC students residing in the College's five- 
county district. This year’s toummament netted approximately $8,700 
‘for scholarships, which surpassed the previous amounts of $5,000 

















| (2003) and $7,500 (2002). 
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FOREST--East Centra! 





3 - ECCC President, Dr. Phil A. 
Sutphin, spoke to the Forest/Scott 


County Civic Club an 


Community College Presi- 
dent, Dr. Phil A. Sutphin, 
was the featured speaker 


at the weekly meeting of 


the Forest/Scott County 
Civic Club which meets at 
the Garden Patch Restau- 
rant. Sutphin spoke to the 
- group concerning what’s 
happening at ECCC. 
Sutphin had recently spo- 
ken to the Scott County 
Board of Supervisors and 


used that address as his. 
main point in speaking to ° 


the club, 
The Forest/Scott County 
Civic Club, formerly the 


Forest Kiwanis Club, 


meets weekly at the Gar- 
den Patch Restaurant in 


ai & 
Forest. The goal of thie 
club is to provide financial 
assistance where it can 
within the community and 
to hear from speakers of 
interest from around the 





area, Sam Hall, editor/pub- 
lisher of the Scott County 
Times, will speak to the 
group on August 2nd. 
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Ole Miss Newton County Alumni 
Rally held at ECCC 


by Pat Watson. 
DECATUR--Mabry Cat- 
eteria on the ECCE€ Cam- 
pus was the scene of the 
5th Annual Ole Miss 
Alumni Rally for the New- 
ton County Chapter. Re- 
turning as keynote speaker 
was Mike Bianco, head 
baseball coach-at Ole 
Miss, the first Keynote 
speaker at Newton five 
years ago: 
The evening included a s1- 
lent auction of various Ole 
Miss items, as well as the 
BiGtewee = auctioning of a “game hel- 
Pictured from left to right < are Coach Mike Bisaco. Head Hesebell coach at Ole met” from an Ole Miss 
Miss.: Stan To » Voice of Ole Miss and f peralrs fem Meridian; and football game; with pro- 
Warner Alford, former Athletic Director at We }s mewty appointed Director ceeds going to the alumni 
ofthe Ole Miss Alumni Association. 3 a : association. 

_ ) Coach Warner Alford, en- 
couraged increase in 
membership for the New- 
fon Chapter. with a $500 
Scholarship increase as 
incentive. 

Growth in membership 

and goals for the scholar- 

ship fund were reviewed 

, with a goal of $100,000 

sét for 2005. ap from) 
$80 oC D from 2604... 
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el feuth 2 of The Citizens | Bank of i Phieccighia hablo 
4 $500 mee to East Central Community College President 

Phil A. Sutphin. The contribution is designated for the Col- 
ee Room, to be located in Burton Library. The 
‘Special area will house various items related to the history of 
ee College. Also pictured is Gloria Johnson (left), head |ibrari- 
forte deed reich oe and former Lady 
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| East Central Community College 
“We'ne More Than Just A College” 


“The information and 
support provided by 
ECCC’s Small Business 
Development Center was 
very beneficial to me. 

Mr. (Ronnie) Westbrook 
is very thorough and 
committed to helping 
others succeed in bust- 
ness. I greatly appreciate 
Mr. Westbrook and East 
Central for providing this 
service.” 
: -Linda Ellis, R.N. 
CEO 
Homecare Hospice, Inc. | 
Sebastopol, MS 





of ECCC’s Small Business © 

Development Center, meet | 

to discuss future goals of * 

We ~)—Ss«C Homecare Hospice. The | 
~~ SBDC is located in the 

College's Workforce 

Development Center. 





Homecare Hospice, Inc. in Sebastopol, which opened its doors in December 2002 with 
one patient and two employees, now serves an I1]-county area and has 17 employees. For 
more information on how Workforce Development can work for you, contact the East 
Central Community College Small Business Development Center, ext. 296/297. 






APPE 


of EAST CENTRAL | 
ol COMMUNITY COLLEGE [| _ 


WINSEP.O. Box 129 © Decatur, Mississippi 


ial 1-877-462-3222 * www.eccc.edu ee am 
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ECCC alumnus returns book - 
50 years /fater! 


Mike Pope was such a fan of Ernest Hemingway's For Whom the 
Bell Tolls that he "borrowed" the prized novel for some 50 years from 
the East Central! Community College library! Pope, who resides in 
Petersburg, Va, is a Neshoba County native who graduated from 
ECCC in December 1954. He recently returned the book to the col- 
lege's library and is shown presenting it to Gloria Johnson (center), 
head librarian, and Dr. Lavinia Sparkman, Vice President for 
Instruction. Johnson said she was “elated” to have the first-edition 
copy of the Hemingway novel returned to Burton Library and did not 
impose a “late fee" fine on the ECCC alumnus. To show his appreci- 
ation, Pope made a contribution to the College's Memorabilia Room 
Project. The Memorabilia Room is located in Burton Library and will 
include il nist to sia — of the ntl For more physi i 
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THE TIMES/ECCC PHOTO 


_ECCC CLASSIC RUNNERS-UP 


presen ¢ Griffing and Associates of Jackson won second-place honors in the 
soto teat tee ta annual Warrior Golf Classic, sponsored by the East Central 


_ Community College Alumni Association. From left are Haywood Reeves of Forest, Dr. 


Milton Walker of Brandon and Glynn Griffing of Jackson, who, along with team member 


ner hl on te Oat Cue at he ane Rabi oC acter 
person teams competed inthe fundraising event. 

















APPEARED IN: 

LAKE MESSENGER __ - CARTHAGINIAN 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES “NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
UNION APPEAL NEWTON RECORD 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL : MERIDIAN STAR 
SPIRIT OF MORTON | CLARION-LEDGER 


IMPACT 








SS Sa SSS ee 









































APPEARED IN: 


LAKE MESSENGER 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 

UNION APPEAL _ aul 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 
SPIRIT OF MORTON 

IMPACT _ 


CC Cr Nal ‘h instructo 


WEEK OF (| 






ner or Bd na . 
2 7 


CARTHAGINIAN - 
“NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
NEWTON RECORD 
MERIDIAN STAR 
CLARION-LEDGER _ 








APPEARED IN: 


LAKE MESSENGER 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES __ 
UNION APPEAL 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 
SPIRIT OF MORTON 
IMPACT 











ff 














“= 


CARTHAGINIAN 
“NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
NEWTON RECORD 
MERIDIAN STAR 
CLARION-LEDGER 




















ECCC Names Boone 


Defensive Cc Sordinater 





DECATUR--Chris 


Boone has been named 
defensive coordinator at 
East Central Community 
Coflege in Decatur, an- 
nounced Terry 
Underwood, athletic direc- 
tor/head football coach. 
Underwood said Boone is 
a “great addition” to his 
staff. “Coach Boone 
brings a lot of coaching 
experience to East Central, 
and -he has worked with 
many “outstanding 
coaches. He is also a qual- 
ity person and we look for- 
ward to working with 
him,” Underwood said. 
Boone, who will also 
coach defensive backs and 
special teams for the War- 
riors, comes to East Cen- 
tral from Nicholls State 
University in Thibodaux, 
La., where he served as 
linebacker coach for the 
past two years. Boone 


nespes icans SSL to its furs 


arance im the 
Southland Conference title 
game in 2003, and the 
2002 squad had its first 
winning season since 1996 
with a 7-4 mark. The 2002 
Colonels finished third in 
the Southland Conference 
and were ranked 21st na- 


The de 
fensive 
unit went 
from 
84th to 
17th na- 
tionally 
and fin- 
ished 
first in 
ihe any 
Southland 
Conter- 
ence in 
scoring 
defense. 
L.abene 

Colonels also improved 

from 76th.to 24th in pass 

defense, and from 8|st to 
36th in total defense. 

Boone is also former as- 

sistant at the University of 

Arkansas at Monticello, 

where he served from 

2000-02. He served as de- 

fensive line coach, recruit- 

ing ‘coordinator and sec- 
ondary coach. He was also 
special teams coordinator 
and academic coordinator. 
The 2000 Boll Weevils fin- 
ished with an 8-3 mark and 
were ranked as high as 
| 8th nationally. UAM fin- 
ished third in total defense 
in the Gulf South Confer- 
ence. Boone's coaching 
experience also includes 
stints at the University of 

Alabama-Birmingham, 

Wayne County High 

School in Waynesboro, 

Pearl River Community 

College in Poplarville and 


_ ’ ———— = = = 





Mississippi. At UAB, 
Boone was a graduate as- 
sistant for defensive coor- 
dinator Bill Clay from 
June 1999 to May 2000, 
working mostly with line- 
backers. He served as line- 
backer coach/special 
teams coordinator/power 


County from yung 1998 to 
May e Wayne 
County defense was 
ranked in the top 10 in 
scoring defense in Class 
5-A, and the War Eagles 
qualified for the State 
Class 5-A playoffs for the 
second time in school his- 
tory. Boone was also line- 
backers and special teams 
coach at Pearl River, 
where he served from 
June to May 1998 
He began his coaching 


= 


iva 


|997 


career aS a student assis- 
tant at USM. serving 
June | 
His duties included ; 
ing defensive coordimator 
John Thompson in coach- 
ing Tt 


1996 to May [997 


ss 


linebackers. The 
Golden Eagles were com- 
ference co-champions 
that season and finished 
with an 8-3 record. Boome 
is a 1996 graduate of the 
University of Southers 
Mississippi, where he ne- 
ceived a bachelor’s Ge- 
gree in coaching and 
sports administration. Be 
was also a member of the 
USM football team from 
January 1995 to May 
1996, He received an as- 
sociate of arts degree in 
1993 from Jones County 
Junior College in Ellisville, 
where he was a two-year 
starter at linebacker on 
the Bobcat football! squad. 


He was also voted team, 


captain his sophomore 
season. Lang also had a 


ar ee a = 


> WE TORS High School 


where the three-year 
starter was named to the 
All-District, All-Confer- 
ence and All-County 
squads. He is married to 
the former Coco Walker 
of Waynesboro and they 
have an infant daughter, 


Pe 







- mobile lab will include com- 








| on ches Uedlees eal 
The Mobile Learning Lab dents, 


het “Workforce . 
| ty ute some tine is an outreach to the commu- 





be offered through the 






ably fit from 20 to 30 stu- 
will feature 15 com- 










said. “We're 
straining sessions to 


: . the 
5 ly meet the needs of the pop- 
ulation.” 


Instruction can be cus- 


OC's tomized to fit the needs of 


both business offi 





ne -type set- 


ily Supervisory or leadership 
train- training sessions will also be 


ww available, as well as confer- 
* ences such as “The Seven 


ngsessions Habits of Highly Effective 
’ ‘ce People.” 





| of La-Z-Boy, the 
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ECCC Trus 





stees Honored for Service 


Members of the East Central Community College Board of Trustees were 
recognized for various years of service at the annual meeting of the Mississipp1 
Association of Community and Junior College Trustees held July 16-17, 2004, 
at the Beau Rivage in Biloxi. The honorees, shown with Board Chairman 
Prentice Copeland of Philadelphia (left) and ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin 
(right), include Silas O’ Neal (second from left), 15 years, and Jerry Moore, 40 
years, both of Carthage; and Vernon Crotwell, 15 years, of Morton. The trustees 
were also presented plaques of appreciation and were recognized at the ECCC 
Board's August meeting held on the Decatur campus. (EC Photo) 
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nm. Mann is a member of 

wie Messappr Nurses Associa- 

ton and the American Association 
“ef Otca Care Nurses. She 
‘SuFrancis of Assisi Epis- 
ChRarch in Philadelphia. 

She holds master and bachelor 
Segrees of sdence in nursing 
Seen Ureversity Medica! Center in 











: Jackson and has an associate 


served as student newspaper 


~ adviser at East Mississippi Com- 


. munity College in Scooba. 
She is also.a former English 


~ instructor at Kate Griffin Junior 


High Schoot in Meridian, Hillcrest 
High School in Tuscaloosa, Ala.. 
and the Brookhaven Public 
Schoo! District. In addition, she is 
also a former faculty member and 
yearbook adviser at Velma Jack- 
son High Schoo! in Camden and 
Morrison Christian Academy in 
Taichung, Taiwan. She also previ- 
ously served as Newspaper in 
Education Coordinator at The 
Meridian Star. Her activ 
include serving as @ Girl Scout 
leader and a member of the Chil- 
dren’s Ministry Team at Central 
United Methodist Church in 
Meridian. 

Case holds a master’s degree 
in English from the University of 
West Alabama in Livingston and 
has a bachelor's degree in 
English from Millsaps College in 
Jackson. While at Millsaps, she 
was sports editor of the college 
yearbook, Bobashela. She also 
attended Mississippi State Uni- 
versity and served as sports edi- 
tor of the MSU yearbook, 
Reveilie. She is a aap of 








munity College in Decatur, 
announced Dr. Phil A. Sutphin, 
ECCC president. 

Boykin, who began his new 
duties on Aug. 1, is filling the 
position held by Fredrick Lyons 
whose guard unit has been acti- 
vated for Operation iraqi Free- 
dom. Prior to joining the ECCC 
staff, Boykin was a carpenter for 
Choctaw Development Enterprise 
in Philadelphia. He is a 1996 
graduate of the advanced car- 
pentry program at ECCC and 
won various honors for his exper- 
tise in the field. He placed first in 
cabinetmaking in the State VICA 
(Vocational Industrial Clubs of 
America) competition and 
received the carpentry and cabi- 
netmaking award. He also 
received a building trades certifi- 
cate at the Forest/Scott County 
Vocational-Technical Center and 
won various awards. He placed 
first in the framing competition at 
the District High School VICA 
Contest and was selected Most 
Outstanding Student in the car- 
pentry program. 

Graduates aiso completed 
requirements to become & Cert 
fied Surrefi Solid Coun 


tertop installer. He s mared to 


the Regena McCraw of 
Sebastopol, whe seryes as tech- 
nology Maregerent assistant at 
ECCC. They have 2 two-year-old 
pe ye si 
Dawid Case i 
i Sten i management at 
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ECCC adjunct 
faculty members 
These teachers from the 
Neshoba County area are mem- 
bers of the East Central ° 
Community College Adjunct 
Faculty for 2004-05, From left 
are Hillary Ward (English) of 
Philadelphia, Janine Learmonth 
(accounting) of Collinsville, and 
Stan Tucker (speech) and 
Brenda Nowell (English), both of 
Philadelphia. They joined other, 
adjunct faculty members at a 
pre-session workshop held on 
the Decatur campus. (EC Photo) 
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employed by 
ECCC in the Col- 
lege's district, | 
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af of the class. In addition, she will ~ 
| conducted 


ope peep eparenmpe 1:30 
to 3:3) p.m Tuesdays and Thursdays 
2t the National Guard Armory in 


learner | 


a part ~ 





which includes |... ,- Phuladeiptua 
Leake, Neshoba, dene A graduate of Manhatten Acade- 


Newton, Scott my Jackson hase bachelor's degree 


and Winston counties. She also pro- i : 
vides assistance to students enrolled Som 
in the various classes. a Sl 

“As a Teacher/Trainer, Jane‘is 








She ohas cp Ein Angela 
| Spence, a senior at MSU, and a son, 


topics and issues i teleaal to their Carl Spence, a freshman at ECCC. 
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Kim Willis of Philadelphia is 
serving as interim biology instruc- 
tor at East Central Community 
College in Decatur, announced Dr 
Phil A. Sutphin, ECCC president. 

Willis began her new duties on 
Aug. |. She is filling in for Ron 
Davis who is on medical leave. 

Prior to joining the ECCC staff, 
Willis served as continuing educa- 
tion coordinator/instructor for 
Progressive Pipeline Construction 
Company. She is also former biol- 
ogy and human anatomy instructor 
at Philadelphia High School and 
previously taught general science 
at Kosciusko Middle School. 

_ In addition, she is a former s<i- 
ence methods and creative writing 


instructor at Mississippi State 


eS ee 


, 
Willis named ini 






Mathematics Teacher Award pre- 
sented by the Mississippi State 
University Chapter of Sigma Xi 
Scientific Research Society. 

A graduate of Neshoba Central 
High School, Willis received her 
master's and bachelor's degrees in 
biology from Mississippi State 
University. 

She also has an A.A. degree in 








Kim Willis 


dental hygiene from Meridian 
Community College. 
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~- EMT class at ECCC 


DECATUR--The EMT- 
B class meets on Mon- 
day and Thursday eack 
week this semester, ai 
ECCC. A whole new 
group has chosen to be 
taught life saving tech- 
niques to be tsed in thetr 
present or future profes- 
sions, volunteer positions 
with Volunteer Fire De- 
partments, or with other 
classes they are presently 
taking. The group ranges 
from professional 
firefighters from Merid- 
ian, and Newton as well 
as several volunteer de- 
partments in surrounding 
counties. Law enforce- 
ment is represented as 
well as nursing students 
that are presently in school 
at ECCC, 

Some have chosen to try 
the EMT-B class before 
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Members of the EMT-B class at ECCC, practice 
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airway support end management 





jumping. into the bigger 
challenge of nursing or 
paramedic school. Just to 
get a taste of “whal i is all 
about.” 

Class has covered basic 
information on the EMS 


system, and has moved on 
to patient assessment and 
treatment of life threaten- 
ing problems that are ba- 
sic to all that might be dealt 
with as a responder to 
emergency situations. 
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| Presents matching gift to EC 
| Stephen W. Brown (left), account man- 


_,| ager at BellSouth, is shown present- 
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ing a check to East Central 
Community College President Dr. Phil 
Sutphin, which represents a matching 
g 
_ employees through the BellSouth 
| Matching Gift Program. The ECCC 
Foundation encourages donors to 
seek matching gifts from their employ- 
| ers when available. For more informa- 
tion contact Stacey Hollingsworth, 
Administrative Assistant in the Office 
of the Foundation and Alumni 
_ Relations, at 635-2111, ext. 327, or toll 
_ Tree 1-877- —_ , ext. 327 | 


ift of personal donations made by 
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EccC adjunct faculty members 





‘ast Central Community College Adjunct Faculty for 2004-05 
Fiom left are Charlotte Reeves (human growth and development) 
and Lisa Burnside (mathematics), both of Carthage; Teresa Burns 
ea) of Lena; and Penny Davidson (medical terminology) of 


nia sec fined ¢ other .astunct faculty members. at 2 
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For 15 years Ken Pouncey 
walked the sidelines as head coach 
of East Central Community 
College’ s football team. He led sev- 
eral Warrior teams to successful 

ampaigns, including three division 
championships. | 

Pouncey, whose years of 
service (1967-81) exceeds all others 
led ECCC football 
squads, will be inducted into the 
College’s Athletic Hall of Fame dur- 
ing Homecoming activities sched- 
uled Saturday, October 9. 

His selection for the presti- 
gious honor caught him by surprise: 

“T had no idea that | was even 
nominated for the Athletic Hall of 
Fame. Being selected is quite an 
honor and I’m very appreciative to 
have been chosen. I had a lot of 
good folks helping me all the years 
that | spent at East Central, includ- 
ing my family, especially my ‘wife 
(Alice) whom I owe a lot to: my 
assistant coaches; and certainly the 
players, who meant a lot to me and 
still do.” Pouncey — stated. 

Among those nominating 
Coach Pouncey for the Athletic Hall 
of Fame were former Warriors 
Ricky Harrison of Decatur and Mark 
Killens of Newton, who were mem- 
bers of the 1976 and 1977 squads. 

Harrison wrote: “I know first- 
hand how committed he was to East 
Central. Coach Pouncey had just 
one assistant during those 15 years, 
and much of the coaching duties and 
administrative responsibilities were 
all on him. I often wondered how he 
could possibly accomplish all that 
he did.” 

Harrison further stated that 
Pouncey treated the players with 
respect. 

“He was always fair in his 
dealings with the players, who most- 
ly came from district high schools. 
He was the kind of coach a player 
would want to play for,” Harrison 
said. 
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being a football coach, Coach 
Pouncey was also a mentor to ‘his 
players. And he made sure we did 


Hal | of Cape last year: be isi : 


Pouncey inducted into East 


Lin (27-6), Itawamba (42-14) and 


reflect on my life, I can look back 


and see what an influence Coach 
Pouncey has had on my life. He is 


very deserving to be inducted into 
the Athletic Hall of Fame.” 

Reflecting on his career, 
Pouncey said coaching was not his 
first choice. He once had plans of 
being a geologist. 

“I started college at Jones 
(Jones County Junior College) 
thinking | would like to ‘major in 
geology. But on a field trip to 
Mississippi State University, the 
geology professor .told us_ that 
chances of getting a job after gradu- 
ation with a geology degree were 
not 00 geod because the market was 
full (of geolegzists). So I decided to 
major in physical education and, as 
they say, the rest is history,” 
Pouncey commented 

Pouncey Began his career at 
his alma mater, Enterprise High 
Schooi, where he served from 1961 
to 1963 as assistant head foothall 
coach and brology instructor He 
served the following two years as 
head football coach and biology 
instructor at. Beatrice (Ala.) High 
School, and then served two years in 
the same capacity at South Choctaw 
High School in Silas, Ala. 

~ He recalled how a telephoné 
conversation with then ECCC presi- 
dent Dr. Charles Wright helped lure 
him to the Decatur campus: 

“T had heard that East Central 
had an opening for an assistant 
football coach. I did not know who 
was serving as president, athletic 
director or head football coach. | 
was just trying to get back closer 
to home. When I called the College, 
1 talked with Dr. Wright, then with 
Coach (Clayton) Blount, who was 
the athletic director and the one who 
finalized the deal. Dan Chatwood 
was the head coach and I was hired 
to be his assistant. I was also named 
head baseball coach and Bae 
education instructor.” 

Pouncey served one year as 
Com’ Cretwood’s zmesectast The 
Warm: Dorset: + 1 oe lS ce 
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suncey Was named as 


Chatwood’s._ successor, and the late 
Billy Wayne Baucum served as 
Pouncey’s assistant. The Warriors 
experienced a successful season dur- 





Northwest (41-15). 

The Warriors struggled the 
following two seasons, but experi- 
enced back-to-back 7-3 seasons dur- 
ing the 1970 and 1971 campaigns. 

‘The 1970 team also shared 
the North Division title with East 
Mississippi, and qualified for the 
state playoffs on a flip of the 
coin. The state championship game 
was played in Decatur, with Pearl 
River winning the edntest 27-8. 
East Central posted key wins during 
the 1970 campaign over Jones (34- 
30), Itawamba (10-9), Northwest 
(14-13), Holmes (28-14), Delta (13- 
7) and Southwest (27-13), and 
completely manhandled” Northeast 
(52-15). 

Although the loss to Pearl 
River for the state title was a 
memorable contest, it was a close 
contest with Gulf Coast in 1971 that 
Pouncey said stands out most in his 
coaching career: 

“Gulf Coast was ranked num- 
ber one in the nation, and we were 
ranked 11th. The game was played 
in Pascagoula, and we had the game 
won until they completed a long 
pass. for a touchdown with 15 sec- 
onds remaining, Our defensive back 
was in perfect position, but the Gulf 
Coast quarterback threw a perfect 
pass and the receiver made a great 
catch. We lost the game 28-27.” 

Another contest that stands 
out to the former ECCC head men- 
tor was a contest held later the same 
season with Itawamba, a game 
played in hurricane-like conditions: 

“The weather was awful but 
we managed to lead by three touch- 
downs at halftime. We scored anoth- 
er touchdown at the beginning of the 
third quarter, and their coach decid- 
ed they had had enough and left the 
field. We won the game 30-0, and it 
was the first and only time that I 
was involved in a game where the 
opposition left the field before the 
game was over!” 

Another “memorable™ con- 






Tunning out, Itawamba tried a 45- 
yard field goal. It looked like it was 
going to be good, especially since a 
strone wind was hehind the biek 


v ory fon score e tied at 46-26 and time = 


Central Athletic Hall of Fame 


East Central completed the 
season with a 7-2-2 mark, and cap- 
tured Pouncey’s third division 
championship. 

His Warriors again enjoyed 
success in the mid to late 70’s, 
reeling off winning campaigns in 
1975 (7-2-2); 1976 (6-4-1); and 
1978 (6-3-1). It was during this peri- 
od when East Central left the North 
Division and began competing in the 
South Division of the MACIC. 

East Central dipped below 
500 during Pouncey’s remaining 
three seasons, with his final squad 
posting a 4-7 mark in !981. The 
same year marked the end of 
Pouncey’s coaching career. 

In addition to the three divi- 
sion championships previously 
mentioned, Pouncey led _ the 
Warriors to three division runner-up 
titles (1971, 1978, 1981) during his 
15 years as head coach. Pouncey 
was honored for his success on the 
gridiron by being selected to coach 
MACIJC All-Star squads in 197], 
1975 and 1978. 

In addition to his duties as 
head coach, Pouncey taught several 
academic classes along with physi- 
cal education courses. But he admit- 
ted his “love” was coaching foot- 
dail: 

“| thoroughly enjoyed 
coaching, and especially the associ- 
ation with my players. What I 
missed more than anything when | 
got out of coaching was the cama- 
raderie | had with the players. 

Sometimes I would 
be like a father to them; other times 
I would have to be a mean 
you-know-what. My role would 
obviously change depending on the 
situation. A lot of the boys I coached 


became some of the closest 
Sends I we cwer bad c@ wil! bev ! 
ge ree? De Secu «06+ 





lege ball was 5 very exciting; and we 
were fortunate to have many great 
players on our teams throughout the 
years. A lot of them were over- 
looked in high school by the univer- 
sities and four-year colleges and 
were trying to make their mark on 
the junior college level so the bigger 
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Ken Pouncy is 


regret during his tenure at East 
Central, and it involves the College's 
non-participation in the National 
Junior College Athletic Association. 

"When | coached at East 
Central, we were not allowed to join 
the NJCAA, which meant that none 
of our athletes could qualify as All- 
Americans. | can think of numerous 
players that could have made All- 
American had we paid. our dues to 
the Association. It's a shame that so 
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Pouncey Hardware in Decatur from 
1982-88. He was. Newton County 
Superintendent of Education from 
1988-92, followed by two years’ 
service as assistant principal at Bay 
Springs High School, He served as 
Superintendent of Education for the 
Enterprise School District from 
1994 to 2001, and has since retired, 
devoting much of his time to family 


three grown children: Alicia, Amy 
and Nick. 

When he is not "spoiling" 
his grandchildren, Pouncey tends to 
his duties as president of the Newton 
County Retired Teachers 
Association and as a trustee at 
Decatur United Methodist Church. 
He is also on the Board of Directors 
of the Mid-Mississippi 
Development District and is a mem- 


ber of the Decatur American Legion 
Post =89. Pouncey previous!y 
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veteran, having served with the 
Mississippi Army National Guard 
from 1956-62. 

A graduate of Enterprise 
High School, Pouncey holds a 
Master of Education degree in 
School Administration from 
Livingston University; a Bachelor 
of Science in Health and Physical 
Education from the Universitv of 
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Mann tabbed for EC honors 


He helped lead East Central 
Community College to its first 
state championship in men’s 
basketball in 40 years, and 
earned All-American honors in 
the process. He was also a 
member of championship 
squads in high school and on 
the university level, and was a 
top draft choice in the National 
Basketball Association. 

Marcus Mann is regarded as 
one the best basketball players 
to ever wear a Warrior uniform, 


and on the tenth anniversary of | 


his graduation at East Central, 
he is being inducted into the 
College’s Athletic Hall of Fame. 

“First of all, I was shocked 
that I was nominated and then 
selected for the Athletic Hall of 
Fame, but it’s a blessing I take 
graciously,” he said. “I’m thank- 
ful of the staff at East Central 
Community College for think- 
ing that much of me. 

“East Central has played a 
vital role in my life, and is a 
school I will always love no 
matter where I am.” 





MANN 


high school players with his 6- 
6, 225-pound frame, led South 
Leake to the State Class 2A 
title and a 34-3 record. 

He was named an honorable 
mention All-American and 
received All-State honors for 
three consecutive years. 

After graduating high from 
school, Mann initially decided 
to join Coach Richard Williams’ 


team at Mississippi State 
University, but after a week on 
the Starkville campus. he 
changed his mind,’a decision 
ECCC men’s basketball coach 
Marty Cooper would soon 
appreciate. 

“Signing with Mississippi 
State was a choice | made to 
satisfy people because they 
thought that was where I 
should go,” he said. “Coach 
Cooper called me the day I 
signed with State and told me if 
things did not work out, that he 
would have a spot available for 
me, 
“Well, I called Coach Cooper, 
who was very sick at the time, 
and told him I was leaving 
Mississippi State and wanted 
to come to Hast Central. 

“Attending East Central 
was the best choice I could have 
made.” 

After leaving the NBA, 
Mann became an ordained min- 
ister and he regularly visits the 
Walnut Grove Youth 
Correctional Facility wher he 
mentors to its male population. 
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When Dr. John G. 
Hollingsworth walked into 
the classroom, “the entire 
environment changed,” 
Wrote one former student, 
who further commented: 
“Never have I seen one 
teacher so concerned with 
the success of his students 
in learning the material and 
grasping the concepts of 
mathematics. The only 
thing I felt was lacking in 
the class was my ability to 
live up to the standards and 
expectations he estab- 
lished.” Comments like 
those above were fre- 


_ quently made by students 


~~ of the now retired depart- 


re | 
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ment head and professor of 
mathematics at the Univer- 


_ sity of Georgia, selected as 


East Central Community 


., College’s Alumnus of the 


Year for 2004, Dr. 
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Hollingsworth, a 
Conehatta native who re- 
sides in Commerce, Ga., 
will be honored with other 
Alumni Association award 
recipients during Home- 
coming activities sched- 
uled Saturday, October 9. 
Regarding his selection for 
the prestigious award, Dr. 
Hollingsworth replied: “Re- 
ceiving this award is in- 
deed a great honor. | am 
keenly aware of the out- 
standing people that came 
through East Central, and 
to be singled out in this 
way 1s humbling.” Dr. 
Hollingsworth retired in 
2000 from the University 
of Georgia, where he was 
a member of the math fac- 
ulty since 1967 and served 
as department head from 
1992-95. He joined the 
UGA faculty as an assis- 
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Hollingsworth Named ECCC 


tant professor, was pro- 
moted to associate profes- 
sor in 1972, and received 
full professor status in 
1981. He is also a former 
math instructor at Rice 
University, serving in 
1966-67. He began his ca- 
reer as a mathematician 
for Texaco, Ine., in 
Bellaire, Texas, in 1961. In 
addition to his teaching re- 
sponsibilities at UGA, Dr, 
Hollingsworth was in- 
volved in numerous re- 
search projects and was 
responsible for various ad- 
ministrative duties. He re- 
ceived numerous honors 
during his teaching career, 
including Outstanding 
Honors Professor on three 
occasions, and the Josiah 
Meigs Award, the 
university's highest teach- 
ing award. He also re- 
ceived a Special Sandy 
Beavers teaching award 
and was later presented a 
Sandy Beaver Professor- 
ship. He was also granted 
substantial funding re- 
search by the National! 
Science Foundation and 
published numerous pa- 
pers. In addition, he was 
selected in 1969-70 as a 
visiting member of the In- 
stitute for Advanced Study 
‘n Princeton, New Jersey. 
But for Dr. Hollingsworth, 
the highlight of his career 
was “interacting with truly 
outstanding students and 
watching them excel in 
their chosen careers.” He 
further commented about 
his career: “I was paid a 
living wage for doing al- 
most exactly what | would 
have done for free if I had 
been able to afford to 
WOTK #HOSt 2 sesezp 
While awards and praise 
from colleagues were con- 
stant throughout his career, 
comments from his stu- 
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had,” said one student. 
“He was always available 
to help after class. He re- 
ally taught us how to think. 
| have learned valuable 
problem-solving skills in 
this class that | feel I will 
use the rest of my life. | 
love his teaching style and 
will always remember him 
as a great role model when 
l teach.” “er. 
Hollingsworth is truly an 
exceptional teacher. Math 
is a hard subject that most 
people aren't interested in. 
He made the class enjoy- 
able because he is so kind 
and truly wants his class 
to understand the mate- 
nal.” “Dr. Hollingsworth is 
one of the greatest, if not 
the greatest instructors | 
have ever encountered. 


’ His teaching stimulated an 


interest in education and | 
wish | could take him for 
the remainder of my math 
courses. [ have acquired 4 
much more logical thinking 
method I use every day 
now. I hope my future in- 
structors are half as good 
as he.” “Dr. 

Hollingsworth is a very ” 
good professor. At first | 
did not like his teaching 
style but once I realized 
that I learned the material 
I got used to him. | really 
like him. This is one of the 
first courses I’ve had at 
UGA where I learned 
something besides what | 
learned in high school. and 
I learned a lot! This was a 
worthwhile class!” “Dr. 
Hollingsworth is a truly 
caring person, besides the 
fact that he is an excellent 
teacher. He is truly inter- 


ts the most excellent pro 
fessor | have ever-enooun- 
tered. | hope the Univer- 


copy khae more anroteccore 





Alumnus of the Year 


side me. Dr. Hollingsworth 
may have even given me a 
bit of direction in my pur- 
suit of a career.” “Dr. 
Hollingsworth is by far the 
best math teacher I’ve 


. ever had. His most notable 


skill, I think, is that of stimu- 
lating and involving students 
in the class. Also, his em- 
phasis on learning for its 
own sake rather than for 
grades is quite admirable in 
my opinion.” When he re- 
tired from teaching, the 
University of Georgia es- 
tablished the J. G. 

Hollingsworth Undergradu- 
ate Mathematics Scholar- 


ship Fund, in recognition of 


his “unusual contributions to 
undergraduate teaching.” 
The award further recog- 
nized Dr. Hollingsworth 
“for being a heroic force as 


an undergraduate teacher. 


He has been a role model 
to many of us of what it 
means to be a dedicated, 


EC, Dr. Hollingsworth re- 
plied: “Wow! EC was 
blessed with wonderful 
people; wonderful class- 
mates; and a wonderful, 
helpful and caring but tough 
faculty!” He further stated: 
“East Central served me 
extremely well. It was al- 
most as if someone saw me 
coming and tailored the 
school specifically to meet 
my needs. I am grateful for 
the education received at 
ECJC.” After receiving his 
associate’s degree at East 
Central, Hollingsworth con- 
tinued 

his education at Mississippi 
State University where he 
received bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees in math- 
ematics. He later earned a 
doctoral degree in math- 
ematics from Rice Univer- 
sity. Since his retirement. 
Dr. Hollingsworth and his 
wife of 44 years, the 
former Elsie Johnson (also 


engaged teacher at all lev- »an ECCC alumnus) of De- 
els. He has taken on stu-__catur spend a lot of their 


dents having trouble with 


college algebra. has 
unflaggingly taught the in- 
troductory calculus course. 
which he views as the most 
important course we teach, 
and has inspired students tn 
various upper level division 
classes and, the last 18 
years, the wonderful Cal- 
culus with Theory course.” 
Dr. Hollingsworth was also 


the recipient of numerous _ 


honors while attending 
East Central Junior College 
from 1956-58. He was 
named to the Hall of Fame, 
served as sophomore class 
president and received the 
Beginning Physics award. 
When asked to comment 
about his remembrances of 


time with the South Geor- 
gia Sacred Heart Singing 
Convention, of which Dr. 
Hollingsworth has twice 


served as president anc 


once as co-treasurer. The’ 
also enjoy spending mor 
time with their two sons an 
daughter. Rand’ 
Hollingsworth, 43, is a res 
taurant consultant in At 
lanta. Georgia. Angeli 
Hollingsworth Benton, 41 
resides in Commerce, Ga.. 
and is employed at technol- 
ogy solutions manager at 
BellSouth. Bill 
Hollingsworth, 29, is a 
graduate student in com- 
puter science at Cambridge 
University in England. 
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“MANN” 


continued from page 4 
had the opportunity to meet 
several other NBA stars, like 
Dr. J. Larry Bird, Kevin 
McHale and Isaiah Thomas, 
and many others. I was like a 
kid at Christmas: | finally 
reached my goal of being a 
player in the NBA. All my hard 
work for so many years had 
finally paid off.” he said. But 
on the same day his team- 
mates were preparing for their 
first game of the 1996 season, 
Mann was on his way home 
to Walnut Grove. He explains 
the sudden loss of interest in 
the sport he loved so much: 
“During this period a transi- 
tion in my life took place. My 
desire to play basketball was 
gradually leaving. A fot of 
people could not understand. 
and still to this dav do not un- 
derstand the decision | made. 
But I had to follow my heart. 
and that is what my grand- 
mother and mother always 
taught me. to follow my heart. 
I know a lot of people were 
living their dreams through 
me: however. I had gotten to 
the point in my life where i 
was time for me to do what | 
really wanted to do,” Mann 
stated. And what Mann 
wanted to do was to share the 
ministry with young people: 
“Through a lot of prayer and 
meditation. I saw God's guid- 
ance with my decision. This 
is something he led me to do. 
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He told me that ministering to 
others is the road he had 
planned for me. so I decided 
to leave the NBA.” Mann re- 
called. Although Mann knew 
he had made the right decision 
regarding his mission in life, 
he was still not ready to give 
up playing basketball. “I de- 
cided on my own to play bas- 
ketball again, this time with the 
Lacrosse (Wisconsin) Bob- 
cats of the Continental Bas- 
ketball Association. But three 
games into the season, I shat- 
tered my knee cap. and at that 
moment I knew what my call- 
ing in life was, and it was no 
longer basketball. [I'm cer- 
tainly thankful and gracious 
for the gift.God gave me to 
play basketball, but it was time 
for me to move on to another 
phase in my life. God still al- 
lows me to use basketball as 
an avenue to reach young 
people. because they can re- 
late to the sport. So I use bas- 
ketbal! as a way of getting 
their attention. My whole min- 
istry. my whole take on life ts 
trying to help all the young 
people that | possibly can,” 
Mann stated. So in 1997, 
Mann became an ordained 
minister with the assistance of 
hes pastor. Willie E_ Jones. The 
“church” Mann currently 
serves is the Walnut Grove 
Youth Correctional Facility. 

which houses males between 
the ages of 13-21 who have 
committed adult crimes but, 

because of their age, cannot 
be housed with adults. Mann 
explained his role at the facil- 
ity, which currently houses 
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shen et ee ‘Tam there 
to be.a positive influence in 
their lives. | have had many 
positive influences in my life, 
including my uncles Jimmy 
Mann, Willie Lee Mann. and 
the Rev. Billy Mann, al! of 
whom are deceased, and my 
grandfather, Colon Mann of 
Carthage. They were all very 
influential in my becoming a 
man and being a responsible 
person. Jimmy Mann also 
taught me how to play bas- 
ketball. So I want to be a posi- 
tive influence to these young 
people. This, I believe, is 
where God wants me to be, 
because I am in a position 
where I can try to steer them 
in the nght direction. I let them 
know how much | love them 
and how much God loves 
them. It’s amazing to me how 
God works with these young 
men. A lot of them grew up 
withouta positive male figure, 
and I try to fill that role for 
them,” Mann stated. Mann’s 
work as chaplain at the facil- 
ity has drawn praise from his 
co-workers. Said Beverly 
Patrick. human resource man- 
ager: “One of the first things I 
learned about Marcus. was 
his ability to talk to everyone 
regardless of age. race or gen- 
der. He has a calming person- 
ality and a wonderful little 
smile on his face. You can 
imagine the reaction he re- 
ceives from the residents and 
staff members upon learning 
how he sues samsioneg to 
ople ir | 
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thank God for the opportumity 
to know and work with him.“ 

Patrick said Mann not only 
provides various religious 
needs. grief counseling and 
mentoring for inmates, there 
are also about 220 employees 
ranging from correctional of- 
ficers to teachers who seek his, 
guidance. Mann said he 18 
continuing his studies in the 
ministry by enrolling in 
classes at Wesley Biblical 
Seminary in Jackson. He plans 
to continue working at the 


Walnut Grove facility and at- 


tend night classes at the Semi- 
nary. Although he maintains 
a busy schedule with work 
and school, he still finds as 
much time as possible to 
spend with his wife. the former 
Veleka Slocum of Morton and 
their three-year-old daughter. 
Genesis. For Marcus Mann. 
life is good. because he is 
happy with the career choice 
he made. and the family he has 
been blessed to have. “I'm not 
a millionaire: I don’t have the 
luxury homes or cars, but I"m 
happy and content. And that 
is the best thing that a person 
can ever have in life - to be 
happy with who he is and to 
enjoy the things God has 
blessed him with. It is amaz- 
ing how God can take a per- 
son all over the country and 


even the world then bring him 


back to the area where it all 
started. I am just thankful to 
be back here. and to be an in- 
Strument for young people. 
Life is not all about fame and 
fortune: bemng happy ts the 
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He helped lead East Cen- 
tral Community College to 
its first state championship 
in men’s basketball in 40 
years and earned All- 
American honors in the pro- 
cess. He was also a mem- 
ber of championship squads 
in high school and on the 
university level, and was a 
top draft choice in the Na- 
tonal Basketball Associa- 
tion. Mareus Mann is re- 
varded as one the best bas- 
ketball players to ever wear 
® Warrior uniform, and on 
the tenth anniversary of his 
graduation at East Central, 
he ts being inducted into the 
College's 
Fame during Homecoming 
activities scheduled Satur- 
day. October 9 on the De- 
calur campus. Mann, who 
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_ Ministering to young people, 
made the following com- 
ment regarding his selection 
‘to the Athletic Hall of 
Fame: “First of all, | was 
~ shocked that | was nomi- 
nated and then selected for 
the Athletic Hall of Fame. 





Athletic Hall of 


“riors to B devoke his life t at 


that much of me. East Cen- 
tral has played a vital role 
in my life, and is a school I 
will always love no matter 
where I am.” Mann, who 
towered above high school 
players with his 6-6, 225- 


_pound frame, led South 
' Leake to the State Class 2A 


title and a 34-3 record. He 
was named an honorable 
mention All-American and 
received All-State honors 
for three consecutive years. 
He could play small for- 
ward, power forward or 
center, and was one of the 
state’s most highly re- 
cruited players. He decided 
to join Coach Richard Wil- 
llams’ team at Mississippi 
State University, but after 
a week on the Starkville 
campus, he changed his 
mind, a decision ECCC 





appttciate: “Signing with 
Mississippi State was a 
choice I made to satisfy 
people because they 
thought that was Where | 
should go. Coach Cooper 
called me the day I signed 


with State and told me if 


things did not work out. that 


Mann Tapped For ECCC 


told him I was leaving Mis- 
sissippi State and wanted to 
come to East Central. He 
was elated and told me he 
would probably heal a Jot 
faster after hearing my 
news. Attending East Cen- 
tral was the best choice | 
could have made,” Mann 
remarked. Coach Cooper, 
who led the Warriors from 
1991-98 and has since 
served in the same capac- 
ity at Itawamba Community 
College in Fulton, had a big 
smile on his face when he 
recalled Mann's telephone 
call, which indeed came 
when he was not feeling 
very well: “Three days af- 
ter school started, I was 
home in bed with a kidney 
stone, which is another 
story! Anyhow, the phone 
rang and Jennifer (Marty's 
wife) answered it and | 
could hear her telling the 
person on the other end that 
| was sick and unable to 
talk with anyone. She com- 
mented that the person she 
was talking to sounded like 
a basketball player. so | tole 
her to let me talk to him, | 

was a player all right, it was 
Marcus Mann! He told me 
he was not happy at State 
and wanted to know if | stil] 
had a spot available for him. 
I quickly replied that I did 
have a scholarship for him 
and that we were very 
happy he was joining our 
team. Two hours later | 
passed the kidney ston 

and the rest is history 

Probably the best call p 


late Marcus when h 2) 


signed with State and tol 
him we would always b 
here for him if he wante: -, 
to come to EC.” Coope ~ 
recalled he had watche 
Mann play numerou 
games at South Leake anc 
knew he would be a much: 


Athletic Hall of Fame 


first season as head coach: 
“We had a great team my 
first year (1991-92), win- 
ning the South Division 
Tournament and finishing 
with a 28-5 record. But we 
were going to have to re- 
place a lot of talent. When 
Marcus went to State. | 
was worried about our 
team. Obviously my wor- 
ries were over when 
Marcus made that phone 
call.” Cooper said he re- 
gards Mann as not only as 
a superb athlete, but an out- 
standing person as weil: “li 
is a RARE person that 
comes along and raises the 
standard of excellence; cap- 
tures the hearts of many: 
and who inspires a group of 
individuals to achieve the 
impossible. That is what 
Marcus Mann did at East 
Central as a person, stu- 
dent and player.” In remi- 
niscing about his two years 
at East Central, Mann said 





ing his success on the high 
school level: “When | made 
the transition to college bas- 
ketball, I had to realize that 
there were people bigger 
and taller than me, and I had 
to work on fundamentals. 
Coach Cooper and Mrs. 
Cooper worked very hard 
with me to develop that part 
of my game. I also gained 
weight while | was at East 
Central. Not to knock any 
of my high school coaches, 
but I was taught the proper 
way of doing things when | 
was at EC, and that’s what 
made me a better player 
when | left. I talked with 
Coach Cooper recently and 
told him'that he does not 
realize the impact he made 
on my life because he made 
basketball a lot easier and 
more fun.” Mann and his 
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it took a while for him to 
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onship in four decades! The 
winning shot came on An- 
thony Coleman’s baseline 
jumper with one second re- 
maining in overtime, which 
gave EC a thrilling 87-85 
decision over home-stand- 
ing Gulf Coast. A bucket by 
Stacy Miller, Coleman's 
high school teammate from 
Toxey, Ala., sent the con- 
test to overtime. Mann, 
who had 29 points and 12 
rebounds to lead EC in the 
championship contest, said 
teamwork and coaching 
were the keys to success 
for the Warriors, who fin- 
ished the season witha 24- 
§ record: “Wedid not have 
the best talent on our team, 
but we had chemistry and 
guys that believed in work- 
ing together. No one was 
envious of other players. 
We just wanted to play 
basketball and were deter- 
mined,to get the job done. 
Obviously the coaching we 
received was a big factor 





man season. Mann was 
selected honorable mention 
All-American and first- 
team All-Region and All- 
State. Mann and his War- 
rior teammates continued 
their success in 1993-94, 
winning the South Division 
title and finishing with a 23- 
5 mark. The Warriors 
posted a 19-game win 
streak during the 1993-94 
season and were ranked as 
high as [&thinthe NJCAA 
polls. Mann received first= 
team All-American honors 
and once again was chosen 
first-team All-Region and 
All-State. He was also se- 
lected team captain for the 
second-straight year and 
received most valuable 
player honors for the sec- 
ond time. In addition to re- 
ceiving athletic honors, 
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ceive at the College. He 
was also a member of the 
Warrior Corps, Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes and 
was included in Who’s 
Who Among Students in 
American Community and 
Junior College. Mann con- 
tinued his suecess on the 
hardwood at Mississippi 
Valley State University, 
where he led the Delta 
Devils to the Southwest 
Athletic Conference title 
and a berth in the NCAA 
Tournament ‘against 
Georgetown University his 
senior season. He was also 
selected SWAC “Player of 
the Year” and led the fia- 
tion in NCAA Division I 
rebounding. Mann said 
playing in the NCAA Tour- 
nament was an unforget- 
table experience, even 
thought Valley lost the 
game: “Playing against 
Allen Iverson (now with the 
NBA’s Philadelphia 76’ers) 


“was an experience that I'll 


me that even though | 


came from a small school, 
I sull had the ability to com- 
pete with players from a 
top-notch conference. | 
think | scored about 25 
points and had 10 rebounds 
against Georgetown. It 
was reallv an honor to be 
included in the field of 64 
because so many teams did 
not make it to the tourna- 
ment.” Next up for Mann 


‘ came the 1996 NBA draft. 


He was the Golden State 
Warriors 40th pick in the 
second round. He reported 
to training camp and found 
himself “in awe,” as he 
was on the basketball court 
with athletes he admired 
and watched on television. 
“There | was, on the same 
team with Latrell 
Spreewell, Mark Price, 
B.J. Armstrong, Joe Smith 


a 





What do ECCC alumni 
Ann Hunter Burkes (Class 
of 1963) of Decatur. her 


father. the late Homer 
Hunter. and her uncle. the 
late Frank Hunter, all have 
in common. aside from 
beiny family? When 
Burkes was named East 
Central Community 
College's Alumna of the 
Year for 2004. she became 
the third member of her 
family 10 be recounized as 

he College's outstanding 
“NMIv father was 
“Alumnus of the Year’ in 
re.” Burkes said. “As 
f= as | know. we are the 
omy father and daughter to 
fecene the award.” Frank 
Hunter Sas named Alum- 
mics Of the Year in 1983. 
Homer Hunter also re- 
cerca a Lifetime 


alumnus. 


Achievement Award in 
og] Burkes erTefu up 





gee from East Central 
m 1963 and later returned 
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tral.” Burkes said. “As a 
child, our family activities 
centered around the Col- 
lege. We would attend ball 
games and May Day cel- 
ebrations. I can even re- 
member roller-skating on 
the sidewalks of the cam- 
pus! “I thought everybody 
spent their Saturday nights 
watching Denver 
Brackeen and others play 
basketball,” she said. 
“That is what our family 
did.” As a student at De- 
catur High School, Burkes 
would often cross the East 
Central campus on her 
way to school and she re- 
members well the day tur- 
nip greens popped up on 
the front lawn!’ “Without 
the administration's know!- 
edge, someone had spread 
turnip seeds along the front 
campus.” said Burkes. “So 
when they Came up every- 


decided to can them for 
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days, “I remember the 

commuter room,” Burkes 

said. “It was a little, tiny 

room in Newton Hall. 

There were a few chairs 

and lockers and a bath- 

room, It was a place for 

commuter students to visit 

between classes.” Burkes 

also has memories of at- 

tending chapel. She said, 

“Each person was as- 

stgned a seat for the en- 

tire semester when they 
registered for classes, So 

you wanted to be in the 
registration line with 

someone you didn’t mind 
sitting by each day in 
chapel! Chapel was man- 
datory and if you missed 
three times you were sent 
before the discipline com- 
mittee.” She also has fond 
memories of her instruc- 
tors. She said, “!] was the 
*Sis-A-Boom’ in Dr. (Ri- 
chard) Ethridge’s class. 
The “Sis-A-Boom’ would 
have to tell him where he 
left off the day before and 
also was the object of any 
examples he might give 
during class.” Burkes said 
she thought the name *Sis- 
A-Boom’ was selected in 
an earlier class when the 
person in that position was 
also a cheerleader! “Dur- 
ing Miss Una Harris’ class, 
| learned to write fast and 
to outline properly, which 
helped me to excel in my 
classes after I went to se- 
nior college,” Burkes said. 
She said she also remem- 
bers being asked by Miss 
Harris to travel to Jackson 
to hear Eudora Welty 
speak. “She took a small 
group of us to Jackson to 
eat at Pgmos and to hear 
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“BURKES” 
continued from page 3 


Volunteer judge for Phi Theta 
Kappa International, Among 
her honors are the 2002 MS) 
LA Region Most Distin- 
guished Alumnus for Phi 
Theta Kappa. the 2002 Dr. 
Shelby Harris Phi Theta 
Kappa Alumni Award and the 
2002 Phi Theta Kappa Mosal 
Award for Leaderdship. In 
2000. the Ann H. Burkes Phi 
Theta Kappa Endowed Schol- 
arship Was established in her 
honor. One of those nominat- 
ing Burkes for this prestigious 
“With her pri- 


mary responsibilities in the 
Burton Library. Ann worked 
above 


and beyond her as- 


signed duties to help East 
Central become one of the 
Most recognized community 


colleges in the Southeast.” 


Another wrote. * 


I nes ej knew 


of her not attempting to help 


a student. oy any ot 


Patron. Who 4 


het library 
is need of her 


l can even recall! 


when I was a high school stu- 


dent her 


attempts to help me 


procure data for an obscure 


research wpic | had selected. 


It was thes dedication to the 


lib rt) a 


Nits encouraged me to con- 
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Alumna of the Year 


society. Ironically, when 
she was inducted into the 
honor society, tormer 
ECCC president Dr, Eddie 
M. Smith served as chap- 
ter president. Burkes said 
she had no idea that she 
would later work for Dr. 
Smith or serve as an advi- 
sor for Phi Theta Kappa. 
After graduating from 
East Central, Burkes at- 
tended Delta State Univer- 
sity for one semester and 
then transferred to the 


University of Southern t 


Mississippi where she re- 
ceived her bachelor’s de- 
gree in English. Upon re- 
ceiving her degree, Burkes 
taught one year at Hickory 
High School and served 
three years as librarian in 
Meridian elementary 
schools. It was at that 
time. she learned of the 
opening at East Central. “| 
wes eating at a Meridian 
restaurant one day when | 
saw Denver Brackeen 
who was acting Academic 
Dean at the time,” said 
Burkes. “He mentioned 
that the College was look- 
ing for a librarian and 


asked if I wanted a job. I. 


really thought he was kid- 
Spee 2: the t time. I had anny 
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started on my master’s 


degree. “My Uncle Frank 
called me later to ask if i 
was going to take the job. 
After | found out Dean 
Brackeen wasn’t joking, | 
accepted the job. | later 
completed my master’s 
and educational specialist 
degrees.” During her 32 
years as the college's li- 


brarian, Burkes has seen. 


many changes. When she 
became librarian in 1969, 
the library was located in 
what is currently the W, 
Arno Vincent Administra- 


marily had books and 
magazines and just a few 
pieces of audio visual ma- 
terials. As funds were 
available and equipment 
more accessible, we began 
to get more things.” 
Burkes was also involved 
in the design of Burton Li- 
brary in the early seven- 
ties and was very much a 
part of the computer revo- 
lution of the nineties that 
has changed the way many 
services are offered 
‘ough the library. In ad- 
cd iti on to her duties as librar- 
ian, Bukes also served as 
an advisor to Phi Theta 
Kappa. the international 
honor society of the two- 
year college. She became 
a co-advisor of Theta Xi 
Chapter in the fall of 1981 
when then-college presi- 
dent Dr. Charles Wright 
asked her to serve with 
faculty members Sara 
Heard and Rudolph 
Mayes. When Heard re- 
tired, Burkes served with 
Mayes until he retired. Dr. 
Shelby Harris succeeded 
Mayes. Burkes and Har- 
ris served as co-advisors 
for 20 years. “I miss Shelby 
every day. He just had 
such an impact on my 
life.” Burkes said. Some 








held at Lake Tiak™ 
Khata in Louisville. Burkes 
said, “Girls wore party 


dresses and we had a ban- 


quet and it was a very big 
deal. However, there were 
no competitions and We 
didn't go to convention. 
And we didn’t have all of 
the organized meetings 
that are held today. 

“In the early to mid-80s, 
Phi Theta Kappa began to 
be more structured. When 
Rod Risely took over as 
executive director the or- 
ganization became much 


three Guistwhite Scholars, 
and several students who 
made Mississippi All-Aca- 
demic Teams. Burkes was 
also very much involved in 
the planning of Homecom- 
ing while she was em- 
ployed at East Central and 
continues to be involved as 
a member of the Alumni 
Association Board of Di- 
rectors. From 1969 to 1994, 
Burkes and her husband, 
Roger. lived in faculty 
housing on the College 
campus. “Living on cam- 
pus was like having a big 


- family. And during those 


years many employees 
lived on campus or close 
by.” she said. Since her 
retirement in 2001, Burkes 
has been involved in vari- 
ous community activities. 
“Every Friday I work at the 
Newton County Historical 
and Genealogical Society,” 
Burkes said. “We have a 
new location in the old 
Newton County Jail Build- 
ing. We are very proud of 
this facility. Bess 
Hollingsworth, who is also 
a retired librarian and EC 
graduate, and I have been 
organizing and color cod- 
ing the different collec- 
tions. “lam also beginning 
a three-year term as Re- 


gent for the local DAR 


of the Ameri- 
can Revolution) Chapter 
and | am chairman of the 
state scrapbook commit- 
tee.” In addition, Burkes is 
involved in the Decatur 
Chamber of Commerce 
and serves part-time as the 
Newton County Schools 
Public Relations Officer. 
Burkes is a member of the 
Newton County Retired 
Education Personnel, the 
Mississippi Retired Educa- 
tion Personnel and the Uni- 
versity of Southern Missis- 
sippi Alumni Association. 






ECCC To Honor 
Various Alumni During 





October 9th Homecoming 


DECATUR--A retired 
math professor and a 
former librarian are among 
alumni and college person- 
nel being honored when 
East Central Community 
College holds Homecoming 
activities Saturday, October 
9 on the Decatur campus. 
Dr. John G. Hollingsworth, 
a Newton County native 
who served from 1967 to 
2000 on the math faculty at 


(Voc nignal Industtiel Clubs 


of Anierica) and is a mem- 
ber of several professional 
organizations, She taught 
cosmetology classes al 
Hattield’s in Laure] and at 
Final Touch in Meridian 
prior to returning to her 
alma mater. Various groups _ 
are also being! honored dur 
ing Homecoming 








the University of Georgia, 
and Ann Hunter Burkes of 
Decatur, who spent 32 
years as ECCC’s librarian, 
will be recognized as the 
College’s Alumnus and 
Alumna*of the Year, re- 
spectively, at the annual 
Alumni Association Awards 
Luncheon scheduled at 
11:30 a.m. in’ Mabry Me- 
morial Cafeteria. Alse be- 
ing recognized are two new 
members of the ECCC 
Athletic Hall of Fame - 
former Warrior head Teet- 
ball coach Ken Pountey of 
Decatur and former Bes- 
ketball standout Marres 
Mann. a Leake County m- 
tive now residing in Forest. 
and faculty ° members 
Sharon Leleunc of Mersé- 
ian and Wanda Bracks 
of Hickory. selected Aica- 
demic and Vocattometl- 
Year.” ‘réSpettivets. 
as head coach of the Wer- 
‘riors, from 1967-198 f. and 


“Ted ECCC to thr 


nye myunRy 


litles.a 
Endod bal Pate one 


year as,an_ assistant prior 
fo taking | ver the W aTrior 


Ail formes members othe. 


“ollegians have Been se- 
lected as thie year’s “spe- 


cial” reunion group. Known 


primarily asa Top + 40 rock 
“1 roll band. the Ce aS 
were founded about 30 
years ago by former ECCC 


music instructor Marian 


Thornton. Bob Heritage, a 
former choir director at the 





Colle e, also s ent time as 
the group’s leader and 

rare der an was 
1 arene 





program. He also coached 
on the high school level in 

Alabama and Mississippi 
before arriving at East Cen- 
tral. Now retired. Pouncey 
is also 2°fermer Seperin- 
tendent of Education for 
the Enterprise and Newton 
previously served as asszs- 
tant brgh sciool principal a 
Bay Springs. in ali, he hes 
accumulated 34 years of 
serace me the field of edu- 
catjon_As 2 freshman. 
Vian helped lead the 1992- 
93 Wartwrs. io the 
pecesam s farsi state tithe mn 
yeasts em route lo a 24-8 
record, Eest Central. led b; 
then Sead coach Mariy 
Cooper, continued fs suc- 
cess tbe followmg year by 
wate the South Division 
aod South State tithes. fin- 
isime with a 23-5 mark. 
zwards dunng brs ECCC 
career, including All- 
Amencan, All-Region, and 
All-State honors. Mann 


» ‘contmeed his athletic ca-— 


reer at Mississippi Valley 
State University. leading 
the Delta Devils to the 
Southwest Athletic Contfer- 
ence championship and a 
berth in the NC AN Tour- 


CARTHA 
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NEWTO!? 
MERIDIA 
CLARIO! 
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tion mrebounding his senior 
year and was selected 
SWAC Player ofthe Year. 
Afier graduating from Val- 
ley. Mann was chosen in the 
second round of the Na- 
tional Basketball Associa- 
tion draft by ahe Golden 
State Warriors. Mann left 
the NBA after a short pe- 
riod and currently serves as 
chaplain at the Leake 
County Correctional Facil- 
ity. Mann is also a former 
All-State selection at South 
Leake High School, where 
he led the Wildcats to the 
State Class 2A title en route 
to a 34-3 record. LeJeune 
teaches biology at East 
Central, where she has 
been employed since 2002. 
She was selected the 
College’s HEADWAE 
(Higher Education Appre- 
ciation Day: Working To- 


lence) Instructor of Year 
for 2003-04. She serves as 


co-sponsor of the College's. 


Environmental Club. Prior 
to joining the ECCC faculty, 
LeJeune taught science at 
Meridian High School, 
where she was named a 
STAR Teacher and was 
selected to Who's Who 
Among American High 
School Teachers. She be- 
gan her career in education 
teaching science at Kate 
Griffin Junior High School 
and Carver Middle Schoo! 


in Meridian, Brackeen— 


ward Academic Excel- 


a 





joined the ECCC facultyin 


1998. In addition to her 
teaching duties at the Col- 
lege, Brackeen is involved 
with the Skills USA/VICA 
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Special to the Record 

A retired math professor 
and a former librarian are 
among alumni and college 
personnel being honored 
when East Central Commu- 
nity College holds Homecom- 
ing activities Saturday, Oct. 9 
on the Decatur campus. 

Dr. John G, Holling- 
sworth, a Newton County 
native who served from 1967 
to 2000 on the math faculty : 
at the University of Georgia, 9 = = 9s) sue , ae 
and Ann Hunter Burkes of ile. ir) Sr — 
Decatur, who spent 32 years 7 # —— | ae 
as ECCC’s librarian, will be - 
recognized as the College’s | 
Alumnus and Alumna of 
the Year, respectively, at the | | 
annual Ahimni Association peo ENCSSETE SS : : SEE a 
Awards Luncheon’ sched- Members of the East Central Community College Homecoming Court include (from left) 
Da i a Mabr} sophomore maids St ep hy nie Culpepper and Amy Ealy, noth Of 


j roWwreannrea' niean Chaliv Farc ery 
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ECCC Alumna to display artwork during 


Artwork by East Central 
Community College alumna 
Leisa Jones Allen of 
Florence will be on display 
as a al of Homecoming 

activities scheduled 
on the Decatur campus. 

Allen, a product of South 
Leake High School and a 
1977 ECCC graduate, will 
exhibit a collection of paint- 
ings during a reception 
scheduled from 6:30 to 9 
p.m. Thursday, October 7 in 
the Vickers Fine Arts 

Center lobby. 

_ She is dedicating the 
exhibit in honor of her alma 
mater. 

“To show my appreciation 
for my time at East Central, 
I have taken my inspiration 
for this show from times in 
the past, featuring old 
homes showing the wear of 
many years,” Allen com: 
mented. 

Allen said she Soatmed a 


tremendous amount about 


drawing, painting, pers 
tive and composition” w 


a student of ECCC et 
instructor Bruce Guraedy, 
who continues to teach at 
the College and serves as 


Chairman of the Fine Arts 


Division. 

She added, “I Aiaser to 
thank Bruce for asking me 
to present my artwork dur- 
ing Homecoming week and 

for being a constant and 
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faithful friend.” _ 

Guraedy describes Allen 
as a “very talented artist.” 

“Leisa has a great instinct 
for good design components. 
To a degree this is some- 
thing one either has 
instantly or has to work 
long hours to achieve. She 
many times achieved it 
instantly and this usually 
means a person has a lot of 
talent. As a student she 
excelled in her art classes 











using her uncommon gift to 
pull her through some of my 
tougher assignments. 
Thirty years later it feels 
good to see her all grown up 
and still producing quality 
work that is a real feast for 


anyone’s eyes. She was one 
of my first art majors and I 
will never forget her. She 
also has.a great singing 


voice and sang at my wed- 
ding 27 years ago,” Guraedy 
sta 


Following graduation from 
EC, Allen attended the 
University of Southern 
Mississippi, where she 
received a Bachelor of Fine 





Arts degree in graph i 


munication and a minor in 
drawing. Since ‘leaving 
USM, . Allen. said she “found 
work. vin other fields but 
always kept looking for 
ways to incorporate art in 





whatever I was doing, even 


if it meant just doing work 


Allen said she continues 
her education in art by 
exploring cther mediums. 





“I reviewed the basics 
with Ms. Diane Norman in 
Pearl. and experimented 
with water color under the 
direction of Mrs. Laura 
ae 2 sg ps 
College. over the last 
few years, 1 have seen ‘my 
style’ appear as Bruce 
(Guraedy) used to say it 
would one day.” 
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EC To Honor Alumni At Homseoming 


A retired math professor and a 
former librarian are among alum- 
ni and college personnel being 
honored when East Central 
Community College holds 
Homecoming activities Saturday, 
Oct. 9 on the Decatur campus. 

_~ Dr. John G. Hollingsworth, a 
Newton County native who served 
from 1967 to 2000 on the math fac- 

ulty at the University of 

and Ann Hunter Burkes of 

Decatur, who spent 32 years as 

ECCC’s librarian, will be recog- 

nized as the College’s Alumnus 

and Alumna of oa patina 








State titles, finishing with a 23-5 
mark. Mann received numerous 
awards during his ECCC career, 
erctope pity pool 
. and All-State honors. 
Mann continued 1 Valley State 
career a ipp 
University, leading the Delta Devils 
to the Southwest Athletic 
Conference championship and a 
berth in the NCAA t. 
Mann led the nation in rebound- 
ing his senior year and was select- 
ed SWAC Player of the Year. After 
graduating from Valley, Mann was 
chosen in the second round of the 
National Basketball Association 





to the State Class 2A title en route 
: toa343 record. 


Lalas pace ey at East 


ae 


Dae Working Toward Academic 
Excellence) Instructor of Year for 
2003-04. She serves as co-sponsor of 
the College’ s Environmental Club. 

Prior to joining the ECCC facul- 
ti LeaJeume taught science at 


| a sr SESS wt 
he PT Rais Be sap ey Sey tee ee 
Now retired, F Ol ince’ soa ion teaching sc) 
orl er Supe in fer dent of tm Junior 
4 ator iter ve Middle 
34 years of service in the field of SkillsUSA/VICA (Vocational 
education. Industrial Clubs of America) and 
As a freshman, Mann helped is amember of several profession- 
lead the 1992-93 Warriors to the al organizations. 
: 's first state title in 40 soa Sith fr Bowens poh ee a 
years en route to a 24-8 record. at Hatfield’s in Laurel and at Final 
sou py maha eta ent hs Touch in Meridian, prior to return- 
coach Marty Cooper, continued its ing to her alma mater, 
success the fo Various groups are also being 


llowing year by win- 
ning the South Division and South 


honored during Homecoming 
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activities. 

All former members of the 
Collegians have been selected as 
this year’s “special” reunion 
group. Known primarily as a Top 
40 rock ‘n’ roll band, the Collegians 
were founded about 30 years ago 
by former ECCC music instructor 
Marian Thornton. Bob Heritage, a 
former choir director at the 
College, also spent time as the 
-sthand § leader and was later assist- 

ed by Thomas W. Carson, who took 
over as director in 1984 and contin- 
ups to leap he peat 


1 in additice!¥@ directinathe L 


musical selections. Carson also 
serves the College as director of 


d@ading in “4” with eecial recoe: 
nition being given to the Class of 
1954 in observance of its golden 


Vickers Fine Arts Center. 

Members of the 1957-58-59 class- 
es will also hold their annual meet- 
ing, as will members of the 
Warrior Club, the support group 
for ECC C athletics. 

The Gay's activities onde 

= = rete — ae —< 


begin | 

it by alinnia Leica Jones Allen 
Florence, formerly of Leake 
County. A collection of her paint- 
ings will be on display from 6:30 to 
9 p.m. in the Vickers Fine Arts 
Center lobby. There is no charge 
for admission and refreshments 
Will be served. 


Brackeen Named ECCC 
Vo-Tech Instructor of the Year 


nity College cosmetology 
instructor Wanda 
Brackeen, the 2004 Voca- 
tional-Technical Instructor 
of the Year, cosmetology 
wasn't supposed to be a 
life-long career. “I was 


working in a finance com- 


nan and raising a family” 





a conetolonet But my 
husband's uncle (Denver 
Brackeen) was working at 
East Central at the time and 
he suggested that I go 


back to school.” Brackeen 
wanted to become a social 
worker. But she decided 
that she would attend cos- 
metology school at East 
Central and then earn her 
social work degree while 
she was working as a cos- 
metologist. “After | finished 
cosmetology school (ECCC 
Class of 1978). I opened 
my own shop,” she said. “I 
started with just the bare 
minimum thinking that | 
would go back to school. 
But 1 made really 
none. and | really liked the 


L. a,» . rh di ilucave tel] 
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, 
4 
Leslie, my youngest daugh- 
ter, started Kindergarten, I 


returned to get my 
instructor’s license, which 
I received in 1984,” she 
said. Brackeen taught four 
years at Hatfield's in Lau- 
rel and one year at Final 
Touch in Meridian before 
ars i. ater al: 
ways wanted to work at 
East Central,” she said. 
Brackeen said continuing 
her work as a cosmetolo- 
gist, in addition to being an 
instructor, is just one of the 
ways she reaches her stu- 
dents. “I plan to continue 
working as a cosmetologist 
as long as | teach, because 
I] want to be able to tell stu- 
den‘s the way things really 

re.” Brackeen said. “Not 
only will I be able to give 
them State Board expecta- 
tions, | can give them real 
world expectations.” 
Brackeen said one of the 
first things she tells her stu- 
dents is “there is a lot of 
money to be made, but be- 
ing a cosinetologist is hard 


work!” “T tell them if they 


with four year degrees,” 

Brackeen said. According 
to Brackeen, cosmetology 
is also a job about helping 
people. “If you like to help 
people, you can fill many 
roles in this profession,’ she 
said. “Not only can you 
make people look better, 
you can make them feel 
better about themselves.” 
Brackeen said she is also 
known for “telling it like it 
is” when it comes to her 
students work. “I want 
them to know their strong 
and weak points,” she said. 
“I don’t lie to them about 
their work or their ability. 
And | want them to know 
that personality counts very 
much in this profession. 
Statistics show that only 10 
percent of people go to a 
hairdresser for his or her 
ability. The other 90 percent 
go because of their people 
skills. No matter how good 
you are, you won’t make it 
in this profession without a 
good personality. “] stress 


- thes b+. = ti 
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put personal feelings or ae: 
comfort aside because the 


most important person in 
the world at that time is the 
lady or gentleman sitting in 
your chair. If they can do 
that they'll make a lot of 


“BRACKEEN™ 


ihe J 

lowne v : a 
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DOSS ‘nn wi Der aa i ike Go 


fact that 7 dqn.t get bored 
have 20 people 10, supervase 


at one time, so lm constantly 


moving and doing somethine 
different and I like that. “love 
the fact that students Chime 
back after they've been Work- 
me a few weeks and they sm 
“Mrs. Brackeen, vou were 
right and | appreciate vou 
making me stay busv and 
keep thines neat and clean.” 
Because | try to tell them that 
the habits they form at school 
will go with them into’ the 
workplace. 


money!” Teaching cosme- THAGINIAN 


tology is “fun every day” 
for Brackeen. “As long as 


7O0BA DEMOCRAT 


I"m teaching, | forget that TON RECORD 


I’m 54 years old!” she said. 


“You're around younger‘ DIAN STAR 
people all the time and not 2ION-LEDGER 


just the young, but the young 
at heart. Most hairdressers 
just like to have a good 
time. Most people that go 
into this field 

*See “BRACKEEN?” page 7 





LeJeune Named ECCC 
Academic Instructor of the Year 





Sharon LeJeune, East Cen- 
tral Community College’s 
“Academié Instructor of 
the Year” has always loved 
science. Being able to work 
with students and share her 
love of science is why she 
became a teacher. For 
many years, LeJeune 
wanted to be a medical 
technoiogst She said. ~ At 
ter | finished my graduate 
degree, | started teaching 
adjunct at the University of 
West Alabama and | loved 
it (teaching). “My former 
college instructors, Dr. Ri- 
chard and Becky Holland 
were very influential in my 
decision to become a 
teacher. My parents. 
Johnny and _ Valerie 
Roberson, and my brother. 
Mike, have also been very 
influential individuals in my 
life.” Using hfe experi- 
ences is just one of the 
ways LeJeune reaches her 
students. “! reference life 
experiences and try to 
make science concepts rel- 
evant to the students. I tell 
a lot of stories!” she said. 
LeJeune said the best thing 


about teaching is working 


ee ee ee ee ee ee 


“The students are great 
fun!” she said. “Most of my 
students are very moti- 
‘vated. They want to do 


well.” Working In a science 
department can often be an 
exciting piate. “We have 
countless animal stories in 
our building,” LeJeune said. 
“So many people have do- 
Mate? Srrmnats t) (2 Orpert- 
ment over the years. Many 
times they have escaped, 
usually while we were try- 
ing to clean their cages or 
feed them. “We've had to 
recapture hamsters, gerbils, 
and flying squirrels, just to 
name a few! One day there 
were two flying squirrels 
and four science teachers 


in the mix. The squirrels | 


almost wont” said 
LeJeune. Other animals 


‘that one may wish to visit 


in Cross Hall are Iggy the 
leuana and Julius the py- 
thon snake! LeJeune said 
being able to work at a com- 
munity college is great. 
“ECCC is such a wonder- 
ful place to be!” she said, 
“| love working with our 
great students. It 1s such a 
joy to be a part of the sci- 


anen denartment Cc ear. 


= 


very fortunate to work with 
such a highly esteemed fac- 
ulty and staff. “I just can’t 
express how wonderful it is 
to work with my col- 
leagues in the science de- 
partment, Ron Davis ts ab- 
solutely one of the best ad- 
ministrators I have ever 
worked with. He really 
keeps us all together. If we 
have computer problems, 
he will walk down the hall 
and fix them. If we have 
questions about policy or 
procedure, Ron always has 
answers. It doesn’t matter 
what is happening. He re- 
ally keeps things running 
smoothly! “And it’s not just 
Ron, but the others as well. 
We are truly great friends 
and we just have a wonder- 
ful time together in Cross 
Hall.” Prior to East Central, 
LeJeune taught science at 
Meridian High School 
where she was selected a 
STAR, teacher, received 
the Tandy award and was 
selected for Who's bs 
Among serican Hig 
Sthool TRCN. In the 
summers of 1991 and 1992, 
LeJeune was selected to 
participate in the NASA 
Summer Teacher Enrich- 
ment Program (STEP) at 
Marshal! Space Flight Cen- 
ter in Huntsville, Alabama. 
“We worked alongside 
NASA enuineers who were 
designing parts of the 
Space Station Freedom,” 
said LeJeune. “They were 
designing a system to re- 
cycle water on the space 
station. They couldn't use 
chlorine to purify the wa- 
ter because it would have 
broken down the metals on 
the space station so they 
had to use todine. 
See “LEJEUNE” page 7 
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when they got through puri- 
fying it. While I was there. 
‘they had the national taste test 
of the water. There were cam- 
era crews from all over the 
nation. thw san incredible 
experience, especially as my 
family was ableto accompany 
me and join in many of the 
presentations and activities.” 

LeJeune started her teaching 
career ‘as ascience teacher at 
Kate Griffin Junior High 
School and Carver Middle 
School in Meridian. She also 









worked four years as a de\ el- | 


opmental chemist at Vanity 
Fair in Moniroeyille. Alabama. 
“Vanity Fair was a really cool 
place to work." she said. “The 
designers i fi NEw York would 
20 10 Paris. France and br 





back little pieces of fabri | re 


pa eee ee  wemiees less 





“The water was ultra-clean , 





and we would try to design 
those fabrics and colors for 
Vanity Fair.” LeJ jetine, whose 
mother is English and whose 
father is American. was bom 
in England. “Ll have dual citi- 
zenship.” she said. “My fa- 
ther was in the Air Eorce so 
we moved several times. We 
came to America when I was 
one. moved back to England 
fora year when | was six and | 
spent three years in England 
between the ages of 13 and 
16. “LeJeune attended Upper 
Heyford High School at Up- 
per Heyford Air Force Base. 
England before moving to 
Jeff Davis Academy. She re- 
cerved her associate's degree 
from East Mississippi Junior 
College in 1977. She isa 1979 
graduate of Livingston Uni- 
versity (now the University of 
West Alabama). She received 
her master’s degree from 
UWA in 1980 and the educa- 
wonal specialist degree. from 
LIWA tm 1989. She serves as 
co-sponsor-of the College’ s 
Environmental Club and 
beJeune was-selected East 
Central Community Colleges 
HEADWAE (Higher Educa- 
tion Appreciation Day: Work 
ing Toward Academic Excet- 


- Jence) Instructor of the Year 


in2004, LeJeune isa member 


ee 





Kapie sronarary hatte 
She has one daughter, Leslie, 
21. an advertising major at the 
University of Southem, Mis- 
sissippt. One of those nomi- 
nating LeJeune wrote, “Ms, 
LeJeune is the epitome.of what 
an instructor should be. She 
has. endless energy, which 
she transfers, to each “and ey- 
ery class she teaches. A true 
team player, Ms, LeJeune is 
always willing to go the extra 
mile with students, fellow col- 
leagues and the administra- 
tion, | have heard numerous 
students say she makes you 
love science!” Another wrote, 
“Ms, LeJeune is an instructor 
who is very knowledgeable of 
her subject, but more impor- 
tant, she cares for her stu- 
dents. and sensing this, they 
respond to her instruction in 
a very, positive way. “She. is 
very dedicated to her career 
and to East Central Commu- 
BY Gonna. hs is always 
dente ee | sdminitortien. and 
her fellow instructors. Her 
hard work and caring attitude 
allow the science. department 
at-East Central Community 
College to give the students a 
better science 5 alee 
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ECCC Campus Taking On New Look 


DECATUR--Renovation of the 
East Mall area and construction 
of the second phase of the Eddie 
M. Smith Student Union build- 
ing are among projects under- 
way on the East Central Com- 
munity College campus in De- 
eatur. The East Mall, which re- 
fers to the area between the W 

Arno Vincent Administration 
Building and Mabry Memorial 
Cafeteria’ Jackson Hall, ts taking 
on a new look, as asphalt and 
curbing is being replaced with a 
patio surface, concrete side- 
walks and various landscaping. 
A wooden deck has also been 
constructed and will be used as 
a Stage for various entertaining 
groups. The nearly completed 
first phase of the project has also 
included relocating all utility 
wiring underground, and the in- 
stallation of outdoor lighting. 
Phase Two of the $90,000 
project begins sometime in the 
spring of 2005 and includes re- 
placing the remaining asphalt 
and curbing with the same patio 
surtace as in Phase One. Addi- 
tional landscaping and outdoor 
lighting are also included the sec- 
ond phase. When completed, the 
East Mall area “will be an invit- 
ing location for many campus 
events, as well as serve as a 
‘ing room) for the campus,” said 
ECCC President Dr. Phil A. 
Sutphin. Dr. Sutphin said the 
focal point of the area will be a 
fountain and permanent marker 
memorializing the Day Arbore- 
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Other projects undermat at the 
College! mchde the remy 
the, Frank 
Rives Education Building. and 
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Memorabilia Room. 
cated in Burton. Library— Dr. 
Sutphin said the additional class- 
room space in the Rrves Burld- 
ing will help aceonimodate the 
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attending East Central. 
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rently 
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Pesce 8: the 20th Conseguinye ycur 
we have experienced an increase 
. enrollment. The additional 
much 
UST need 


Classroom space is Vers 


We i shy, ta 


needed hut 


even more classrooms fh) meet 


4 t : 
the demands pliced an us i WAIT 
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ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin (right) and Vice 
President for Student Services Joe Killens look over 
pans tor the East Mall renovation project and construc- 
ton of Phase II of the Eddie M. Smith Student Union. 
(EC Photo) 





swath. Dr. Sutphin stated, The 
cme: is part of the old 
nto oi ligh Schoo! the 
purchased vears ago tw 
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w 


=" 
sine) 
sc arsed for classroom and office 
mace. The Building now houses 
be Mathematics and Computer 
SSicnce Division. and the Prac- 
meal Nursing and Emergency 
Medeca!l Technician ‘programs. 
Plans fer the Memorabilia Room 
se well underway, as alumni and 
Eaenisa Pthe College have con- 
tiboted approximately $10,000 
to fund the project. The special 
orca will be-used te store and 
exhibit tems related ta ECCC’s 
~6-\ear history. Books. tilm and 
video tapes will also form a part 
ot the histerical collection te be 


housed im the archives. In‘addi- 


tron, the College's display of 


Alumni Association award re- 
ciptents ts included in the 
project. Among the niore inter- 
esting tenis mn the memorabilia 
colleetion tsa hatawern by Mrs, 
Sitclla Newsome. ane of the 
Collesés first two Instructors. 
The tirst ECOC y carhook is also 
apart of tie GoHection.T 


wnTrinutwons for the 


14 -cle’- 





Vlemurabili 
to the Ottice of 


tb Room may he scr 
Foundanorn and 
Atomni Rehitions at the College 
VHhough much ts happens 
withthe ¢readh of the College 
Dr. Sutphin such there: are stall 
several majorphysical needs that 


need to be met. “Because of our 
reliance on State bond issues for 
money to construct major facili- 
ties such as the Eddie M. Smith 
Student Lion, we are always 
behind in meeting our facility 
needs. The College desperately 
needs a new science building 
with expanded capacity for lec- 
ture and lubs. As enrollment 
grows. the need for class sections 
grows. but the available tactli- 
ties for those classes are not keep- 
Ing up ut the same pace,” Dr. 
Sutphin said. “Another stenifi- 
cant need.” he added, “is a band 
hall torthe Wall O° Sound March- 
ing Band. The existing facility is 


just not udequate to meet the 


needs of the current band pro- 
gram. A new band hall would 
meet those needs and also ex- 
pand the space needed tor the 
vocal program by allowing the 
current band hall te: become the 
Dr. Sutphin said the 


College's long-range plan. out- 


chor roam.” 
lines many sieniticant needs for 


the East Central. and the ones 


previousl\ mentioned only _ 
temehy thet sur “As the Col- 
cic COAL TuUcS To Brow, NeW pro- 
arate anil tiuctities will he-re- 


Tired ara! Wa le wrk forward 18) 


challenging opportunities 
that continucd growth affords.” 
he anal 


Crenshaw Selected ECCC 
Humanities Teacher of the Year 








DECATUR--A social sci- 
ence instructor known for 
lecturing students while 
donning costumes related 
to the period of his subject 
matter is being honored as 
East Central Community 


College's “Humanities 
Teacher of the Year.” 
Phillip Crenshaw of Me- 
ridian ts this year s recipi- 
ent of the annual award. 
which includes a $500 
honorarium from the Mis- 
sissippi Humanities Coun- 
cil. Crenshaw will lecture 
on the topic, “The Person 
That Refuses to Study 
History is Doomed to Re- 
peat It: A Comparison of 
the Peloponessian War to 


Theta Xi Chapter of Phi 
Theta Kappa. the interna- 
tional honor society for 
two-year colleges, will host 
a reception following the 
program. Crenshaw joined 
the ECCC faculty in Janu- 
ary 2003. following at 10- 
year stint at Meridian High 
School, his alma mater. 
While at MHS, he mostly 
taught world history and 
law education classes. 
Crenshaw received vari- 
ous honors at Meridian, 
having twice been named 
“Teacher of the Year.” He 
was also chosen “Teacher 
with the Most Character” 
by the student body. He ts 
also a former instructor at 
Clarkdale Attendance 
Center. where he taught 
world history, American 
History. economics, sociol- 
ogy. Mississippi History. 
and law-related education. 
while at the same time 
serving as head coach of 
the girls’ softhal! team and 
gssisiami Daschal! coach 


at Clarkdale include his 
selection as “Teacher of 
the Year” for the 1992-93 
school vear. At East Cen- 
tral, Crenshaw teaches 
World Civilization I, World 
Civilization [land Ameri- 
can History I. During his 
lectures. Crenshaw may 
appear as Napoleon, 
Henry the Eighth, 
Alexander the Great, or an 
Egyptian merchant. Re- 
garding his unique ap- 
proach to teaching, 
Crenshaw commented, “I 
want students to ‘live’ his- 
tory, not just receive the 


- Information from a book. I 


can also hold their atten- 
tion longer by appearingin 
Various costumes during 
my lectures.” Crenshaw 
said he previously rented 
his outfits. but has recently 
emploved the services of 
a costume maker in 
Ventura. Calif. For has 
Humanities Program lec- 
ture. Crenshaw said he 


will annear m 2 Greek cos- 


the Current U.S--fraqgi” Durme: his tenure 3% tume. as he compares the 
Conflict,” during apresen- © tarkdale. he also spon-, Pel 


tation scheduled at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, October 26 in the 
Vickers Fine Arts Center. 
The public is invited and 
there is no charge for ad- 
mission. Members of 


sored the VWiock Tria 


Team. “ieci dade numt- 


OUS appearances IM the 
State finals. 2nd the Fel- 

wship of ( hasiamAth 
etes. Honors he reteived 


oponcssian War Ic the 
current situation in frag. 
{renmshaw hoids a 
bachelor s degree in ath- 
fetic administration with 
emphasis: in seconds 
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ee 


educalion social scrence 
fram the University of 
Southern” Mississippi, 
where he graduated with 
highest honors. He re- 
ceived a master’s degree 
in history from the Univer- 
sity of West Alabama. and 
is Currently pursuing a 
PhD in community college 
leadership trom. Missis- 


ch 


sipp: State University. He 
ts mamed to the former 
Kim Hatcher of Meridian, 
who 1s employed at Work- 
ing Solutions in Mendian. 
They are active members 
of Northerest Baptist 
Church, where Philip 
serves as children’s 
church pastor and Kim is 
an AWANA director. 

Phillip has a daughter, Al- 
exandria, and two step- 
sons, Hunter and Dalton. 
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ECCC Homecoming Honorees 
The East Central Community Collegé Alumni Association presented ‘honors to the above individuals during 
homecoming activities held Saturday, October 9, 2004. From left'are Ann Hunter Burkes of Decatur, Alumna of the 
Year; Dr. John G. Hollingsworth of Commerce; Ga., Alumnus of the Year: Marcus Mann of Forest and Ken Pouncey of 
Decatur, Athletic Hall of Fame inductees; Sharon LeJeune of Meridian, Academic Instructor of the Year: and Wanda 


Brackeen of Hickory, Vocational-Technical Instructor of the Year (EC Photo) 
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ECCC Industrial Maintenance. Program Participants 

These Winston County resitients are perticipating in an Industrial Maintenance 
Apprentice Program held at the Productivity Enhancement Lab at the 
Philadelphia/Neshobe County Vocetional-Technice! Center. Sponsored by the 
Workforce Development Center at East Central Community College in Decatur, the 
five-level program combines clessroom instruction anc “hands-on” skills demonstra- 
tions. Completion of each level leads to = portable certification with the NCCER in 
Gainesville, Fla. From left ere Bobby Smith and Tec Yates, Doth of Noxapater, and Dan 
Whitfield of Louisville. Also pictured is class imstructor Bieke Warren. who said stu- 
dents do not need to have specific knowledge or experience to join the class. just “a 
desire to develop technical skills for maintaining technical environments.” For more 
information contact Blake Warren, Ph 656-8642. bwarren@ecce.edu or Chris Clark, 
635-2111, ext. 245, eclark@eccc.edu. (EC Photo) 
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- Former members of the Collegians, East Central Community College’s rock 'n’ roll band, were 
__acharter member of the group; Valeria Buggs Prince of Philadelphia; Mickey Vance and Diane 


| _ Edmonds of Lake, Brent Warren of Conehatta, Michael Roland of Hickory, Cindy Haralson Greer 
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SUBMITTED PHOTO 
FORMER ECCC COLLEGIANS HONORED 


among special groups honored during homecoming activities Oct. 9 on the Decatur campus. 
Pictured are, front row from left, Thomas W. Carson, Collegians director from 1984 to present and 





Huey, both of Decatur; Bryon Whitley of Philadelphia; Andy Polizzi of Meridian; and ECCC 
President Phil A. Sutphin, On the second row are Roxanna McCarty of Philadelphia, Kimberly 


of Crystal Springs, Mingo Tingle of Flowood and Clay Hammond of Decatur. On the back row are 
Ryan Woodard, Josh Herrington and Brandi Di Herrington, all of Starkville; Richard Burton 
of Little Rock; Nathan Shaw of Pearl; and Tommy Hollingsworth of Brandon. 
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ECCC Hosts Area Administrators 

Area high school superintendents received information on a variety of topics 

during a workshop held recently on the campus of East Central Community 

College in Decatur. Among items of discussion presented by ECCC officials 

included the College’s admissions policy on dual enrollment, the various 
SEARED IN: academic, technical and vocational programs available for students; the 
= ongoing articulation agreement between the state’s community colleges and 

universities; Tech-Prep professional development opportunities; and Student ————— 


LAKE MESSENGER ______—_._ Services programs. ECCC President Dr, Phil A. Sutphin(front, left} is pictured 
=-OTT COUNTY TIMES with the special campus guests, who included Dr Mina Bryan. Newton 





Municipal Schools: Dr. Britt Dickens, Philadelphia Municipal Schools; Harry 
etn -. Kemp, Louisville Municipal Schools; (second row. from left) Don Brantley; 
; : | ADD. A, | 
UNION APF _—___ Union Municipal Schools. and Frank McCurdy, Scott Gounty Schools: and == 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL (back row, from left) Billy Pierce, Newton County Schools. and Dr. Skip Lathem, 

Forest Municipal Separate Schoot District. (EC Photo) —_——_—— 
seertT OF MORION “ ___ ‘ 
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—_SuBMiTTED PHOTO 
ECCC HOMECOMING 
Dwight Mulholland, left, of Collinsville, a member of the East 
Central Community College Class of 1939, attended 
penance teens Coane 


us. He is 
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on ~Members of the East Central Community 

d during Homecoming activities held 

tur campus. Pictured are (seated, from left) 
Kay Chaney Smith of Union, Susan Boggan 
eks of Commerce, Texas; and Mary 

d (standing, from left) Otis Farmer of 
Henry Wilson of Meridian, John 
Calif.; Bill Lea of Ridgeland, 


' 4 ot 
‘Attend ECCC Class of 1964 Reuni 
| re Class of 1964 were honore 
ay, October 9, 2004 on the Deca 

‘Comans Shaw of Mobile, Ala, 

f Philadelphia, Sandy Rivers We 

+t Parks Mallard of Enterprise; 
ta, Ga.: John py Caldwell of Sof 
of Clinton, Harold Aycock of Greenfi 


i 








nt Dr. Phil A. Sutphin. 
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ECCC Classes of 1957-’58-’59 Reunite ~ Members of the E East Central 
Community College classes of 1957, 1958 and 1959 held their annual reunion 
during Homecoming activities Saturday, October 9, 2004, on the Decatur cam- 
pus. Pictured are (front row, from left) College president Dr. Phil A. Sutphin 
and class members Bobbie Marshall of Petal, Lois Blount Cooper and Carol 

Vickers, both of Decatur: Nancy Peterson Haggard of Clinton, Jeannette Beavers 
Thrash of Decatur and Doniy Hopkins of Kosciusko; (second row, from left) 
‘Hallie Jean Blalock of Tuscaloosa, Ala.; Linda Hudson of Louisville, Johnnie 

Ruth Bartusek of Brandon, Joann Adcock Thomas of New Albany, Polly 

Pearson Haynes of Demopolis, Ala.; Elsie Johnson Hollingsworth of Commerce, 

Ga.; Carol Pace Henry of Bakersfield, Calif.; and Aleathia Burdette of Lanett, 
Ala: and (back row, from left) Keith Hudson of Louisville, Keith Blalock of 

Northport, Ala.; James Vance of Meridian, Bill Lovett of Forest, Dr. John 
= semana i deg of Commerce, Ga.; Mickey Burdette of Lanett, Ala.; and 
Raymond McMullan of Madison. Dr. Hollingsworth, a retired mathematics pro- 

or ity of Geor a, was also honored as 
the College’s Alumnus of the Year for 2004, (EC Photo) _ 
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ai in With The New... At left, Dr. Phil 
ae The O Ol ~ pictured with WLBT meterolo- 


1e crowd with a speech and incoming 
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Vo-Tech program changes with times 


BY KELLY B. SMITH 

East Mississippi Business Journal 
PHILADELPHIA — High school stu- 

dents preparing to enter the rapidly chang- 

ing global workforce are getting their 


| training from a variety of non-traditional 


sources these days, including the 


| Vocational-Technical centers found across 


The Philadelphia-Neshoba County 
Vocational-Technical Center, a division of 
East Central Community College, is no 


exception, finding its mission is becoming 


increasingly important as the workplace 
and the state's economy evolves, 

The Center, which opened in 1983, 
recently held an open house in order to 
emphasize that mission and educate the 
public on its work with students, both tra 
ditional and non-traditional, One of the 
target groups — teachers, according to 
Robert Murphy, director of the center, 

"We do this every oace and a while in 
order to bring the teachers from the public 
schools in and show them what we have to 
offer because they are really the front line 
in recognizing students who could benefit 
from this type of training," Murphy said. 
"We are seeing a change in our state's 
overall workforce demand and its econo- 
my which is requiring graduates to possess 
some sort of skill when entering the work- 
force. This gives them a head start on 


HHI 


entering that job market.” 

Programs offered at the center include 
Allied Health, auto mechanics, metal 
trades, business and computer technology, 
technology appli 
cation and cloth- 
ing. High school 
students tn ninth 
through 12th 
grades may partic- 
ipate. Enrollment 


"When we opened more than 
20 years ago, (the sewing 
program) was a natural fit 
with the booming textile 


and evolving eurneulum. 

"We invite our industry and business 
leaders to be a part of what is going on out 
here because these are their future work- 
ors," Murphy 
said, “It's impor 
tant they commu- 
nicate to us what 
they are lookiny 
for in the work- 
force and help us 


ranges from 200 industry, but now, we're see- structure — these 
to 275 students jng that all change ... We courses to sui 
each year. . that need." 

5% rere have to change with it.” Due. to. tinue 
Brooks, a coun: ROBERT MURPHY, constantly chang: 
yelor at the center, Director, Vo- Tech Center ing needs, the 
said the vo-tech progres ure 


program also 
helps give students unsure of their job path 
a chance to sample several types of work 
before making a decision 

"We have students who think they 
might want to go into the health care field 
but are unsure what area, so they get 
wide range of exposure in the Allied pro- 
gram, allowing them to make an informed 
decision about their career," Brooks said. 

The wide range of programs would not 
be possible without the support and input 
from area industries, according to Murphy. 
These partnerships have benefitted the 
center both in resources and an effective 


revised every five 
years, ensuring the student is getting the 
most up-to-date tramimg possible on 
equipment sctually found in the work- 
place. 

That evaluation of programming 1s 
found nowhere more evident than in the 
sewing, or clothing program. Designed 
when the textile industry was the heart of 
Mississippi's manufacturing — sector, 
Murphy said officials will rethink its need 
at the center. 

"When we opened more than 20 years 
ago, this was a natural fit with what was 
booming in the textile industry, but now 


¥ 





we're seeing all that change and those jobs 
going to Mexico or overseas so we have to 
change with it,” he said. "There will be a 
needs assessment survey conducted in the 
community and the state will look at those 
results and implement them next fall.” 

The center not only houses its own pro- 
grams, but ECCC’s workforce develop- 
ment lab, a mutually beneficial arrange- 
ment, according to Murphy. 

"We had a vacant lab and they were 
looking for 4 location, It allows them the 
wie of our building and us the use of their 
Hate-ofthe-art equipment for our welding 
program,” he said. “We've found that the 
partnership we have with ECCC is benefi- 
chil to everyone, especially the students." 

While the center's emphasis is on tech- 
nical skills, leadership skills are also incor- 
porated into the curriculum, according to 
Brooks, 

"We offer a variety of club activities 
and many of them often travel across the 
country to national competitions," she 
said. 

"We know that a student can’t just leave — 
with a skill, they have to leave with a good 
work ethic and an overall well-rounded 
education. I think the environment here at 
the center is conducive to that and when 
these students leave, they’ve had the- 
opportunity to gain a lot of first-hand- 
knowledge about their future career." 


* \ 








Chamber Honorees... The Greater Decatur Chamber of Commerce held their annual banquet 
Saturday night. These residents were honored fer their contrbutions to the community: (from left) past 
Chamber President Dr. Phil Sutphin, ].W. Thrash, Citizen of the Year, Mrs. Rebecca McIntosh and Mr. J.D. 
McIntosh and Mrs. Louise Johnson, Grand Marshalls of the Decatur Christmas Parade. Not pictured is Mr. 
Sammy Johnson. | 
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DECATUR--The ‘vocal 
and artistic talents of East 

Central: Community Col- 
lege students will be pre- 
sented Thursday, Novem- 
ber 18 when the-annual 
Fall Fine Arts Festival is 
held in the Vickers Fine 
Arts Center on the Deca- 
tur campus. Activities get 
underway at 7 p.m. as Di- 
rector Dr. Chris Jenkins 
and the 50-voice concert 
choir present “And the 





Night Shall Be Filled With 
Music,” 
musical selections by 
Palestrina, Bach and 
Handel; spirituals and folk 
songs; and music of 20th 
century composers and 
arrangers. A reception fol- 
lows the concert and fea- 
tures artwork by ECCC 
students of instructor 
Bruce Guraedy. The ex- 
hibit includes approx}- 
mately 100 new works in 


which features ' 


painting. drawing and de- 


sin. Giuraedy said most of 





| gh te ae inoil 


cluded in the exhibit some 
of which are dane by the 
Raku procens Of glazing, 
Guraedly nial the process 
“involves taking a venvel 
outota 


Sel dle oh 













putting it in a metal tah 


filled with newspaper or™ | 


other combustible mate- 


‘estival Scheduled November 18 


mation contact the ECCC 
“ine Arts Department, 


Phone 635-2111 or call 


rial. The result is a color of 


ie” that cannot be ob- 

tained in any other way.” 
Guraedy, who also serves. . 
Chairman of the Fine Arts 


Division, said this year’s 
artwork is “ofremarkable 
quality,” and he encour- 
bs the public to attend. 
sno charge for ad- 
slidion. For more infor- 


APPEARED IN: 


toll free, .1-877-462- 


3222, cxt. 229. 
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Complete Powe 
These staff members at Raytheon Systems, Inc. in Forest recently improved their computer skills by completing a 
Microsoft PowerPoint 2000 course provided by the Workforce Development Center at East Central Community 
College in Decatur. >From left are Maggie Lloyd of Morton, and Dorothy E. Smith, Bill Rigby, Jacqueline Gray and 
Jean Arinder, all of Forest. Not pictured are class members Daniel Kitchens of Meridian, Robert Laird of Lake, 
Nancy Faulkner of Lena, Crystal Coleman of Kosciusko, Kenneth Robinson of Lawrence, Michael Redd of Brandon, 
Tommie Henderson of Bolton, and Sherrel! Bell, Holly Hall and Kimberlyn Cager of Forest. and instructor Sandra 
Parr of Philadelphia. For information regarding various services provided by the ECCC Workforce Development 
Center, Phone 635-2111 or call toll free, 1-877-462-3222, ext. 299. The email address is rwhitlock@eccc.edu, (EC 
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_ tea | Peterson Addresses ECCC 











_ Forest High School head foot- 
_ ball coach Brad Peterson 
recently provided tips for 
success to students enrolled 
in Lucille Wood's physical 
education, sports and recre- 

- ation class at East Central — 

- Community College in 

__—_— Decatur. In addressing the 

| tore conchan srs eee 


na om Ss ao achieving i 
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‘East Central § Community Teactier after Ohba was ode L LeBen memories, ») 2 VAR AA “i » 
oO Aaving spent my life in “ner “i <i 


5 ye 
College’s Mary Hanson, who has spent the soe 
the past 71/2 years as the Director ofthe “The recognition was especially — tion and the last 32 get in the commu 





Learning Skills Center, said traveling and niliop weak to me because developmental ty edlt 
volunteering will fill her time when she instructors are age sana i wh me 
retires at the end of the 2004 fall term!” wird," the aes Se ae 
““T have’ traveled extensively. ih rr Hine "i her ety emp it 
Hulse ‘the Western Pacific, ihe" ye East Central i 7 and. helped ollow fiagulty, 
Caribbean and Central and. South an Ce the. hu ‘s Arn heme ng: mated incl bane enjoyed helping student 
A nerica,” she said. “1 plan to travel more, Skills Center, She also taught develop. meet their goals in college and Tw rep 
ecially in the U.S, ‘Since Ihave moved mental reading classes this fall for stu- | miss the contact with students and the], 
to the Alabama coast, I will also be going dents who needed to improve reading ‘camaraderie with i instructors. 
the beach and diving a lot. | am ats _ skills for college-level work. vdalienigiedalh lez “T have also enjoyed my seven © 
ve we nteering to teach adults iorend, Hanson said it was her own teach- | ears in Decatur because of the friendly — 
' Hanson began her career in edu- ers ‘that lead her to a career in education, oy and small-town atmosphere.” 
cation in the Texas Public School System x a admired. my own. teachers. and _ Hanson is a graduate of Woodrow | ) 
_and later spent 25 years as the Director of my instructors at Baylor and SMU Wilson High School in Dallas, Texas. |, _ 
“the Learning Skills Center at Paris Junior (Southern Methodist University) were an She received her bachelor’ 5 degree from t 
College in Paris, Texas, inspiration,” she said. Po) Qaioy é | ' Baylor University and her master ’sdegree _| 
© While) at’ Paris Junior College, emer . from Southern Methodist University, She! 


As she is nearing retiremé . 
janson was selected as the fourth Master Hanson said she leaves with many pl © sons and one grandchild. 
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‘Warriors Reaesving Ft SeAJdA Yhors 
Above are East Central Community College 
football players who received various post-sea- 


‘son honors following the 2004 cam 
from left are iMudiicker Sed Eichel 


aign, Seated 
erger, J.C. 


Grid Wire All-American third team, All-Region 
23 and first team All-State; wide receiver 
Derrick Harris of Union, first team All-State and 
All-Star; defensive back Tony Edison, first team 
All-State and All-Star; and tight end Cameron 


poe of Philadelphia, honorable mention 





. . A || A are ¢ 
end i se Ashford, first team All-State ana 





All-Star; offensive tackle James Ozment, first 
team All-State and All-Star; and defensive back 


Brian 
All-Star. (EC Photo) 
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Members of the 2004 East Central i Comaher ite 
College football team receiving honors at the 
annual Fall Sports Awards Banquet are (seated 
from left) linebacker Sed Eichelberger, Most 
Valuable Player and defensive team 
award; wide receiver Derrick Harris f Union, 
Most Valuable Offensive Back; and fullback 
Clinton Thomas and defensive tackle Michael 
Johnson of Newton County, Warrior Award co- 
Standing are defensive end Mantrell 










: Ashford, ‘Most Valuable Jefensive Lineman; 
| offensive tackle James Ozment, Most Valuable 
Offensive Lineman and offensive team captain 
award; and strong safety Toney | idison, academ- 


ic award and Kemba Bryant Most Valué 
Offensive Back. (EC Photo) © 
srte OF 759107 pa 
2o) 
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happy with 
newcomers 


_ By Marty Stamper 

EMG sports assistant 
DECATUR — East Central 
Community College head foot- 
ball coach Terry Underwood 


and his staff signed 21 


incoming freshmen for the 2004 . 


season Wednesday. 
“I'm pretty happy with the 
group we got on paper fo day,” 
Underwood said. “I feel like we 
had a pretty good day. Of 
course, it’s never over in junior 
college” 2 
While nine of the new- 

= comers are 

7 from ECCC's 
y=s—y~ five-country 
et district, the 
a) Warriors also 

yy had success 
in recruiting 





ea BIE ESM EN SerPuscaloosa 
County, Ala., after last year’s 2- 
7 showing. Five of the signees: 
are from Tuscaloosa County 
schools. 

“Getting those signees out 
of Tuscaloosa County was prob- 
ably the biggest thing we had,” 
Underwood said. + 

Players inked from the 
ECCC district include line- 
backer/fullback Derrick Qualls 
from Forest; defensive end 
Greg Hathorn, cornerback 
wide receiver Chris Perry, and 
wide receiver/defensive back 
Barry Doss, all from Louisville; 
wide receiver Eric Lyons from 
Philadelphia; two-way lineman 
Joshua Moore from Neshoba 
Central; and two-way lineman 
Kenielle Washington, running 
back/linebacker Nathaniel 
McKee, and two-way lineman 
Nicholas Brown, all from Class 
1A state runner-up Scott Cen- 


> 


tral. a é' , 


our opinion, the best in our” 


area,” Underwood _ said. 


“Hathorn is a great player. He - 


Ul double signed with us and 
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: ualls was probably Forest's 
best senior.” 


Delta State. Perry is a good 
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Defensive back Anthony 
Carouthers of Lafayette County 
inked with the Warriors after 
attracting Underwood's atten- 
tion during a game at Newton 
County High School last fall. 

A pair of two-time state 
champion War Eagles from 
Wayne County inked with 
ECCC., They are strong safety 
Marzell McGill and wide 
receiver Mario Davis. 

Maurice McDonald, a defen- 


~ sive end from West Lauderdale, 


also inked with the Warriors. 
He will be converted to a line- 
backer for the Warriors. 

“I think McDonald can be a 
heck-of-a linebacker,” Under- 
wood said. 

Out-of-state signees include: 
defensive back Joe Mingo from 
Clinch County, Ga.; two-way 
linemen Kendrick Perry and 





Jimmy Spenser both from Hill- 4+(C ee ("5 res 
crest, Ala.; defensive back/wide —4 * ie 
receiver Rayshawn Smith from 
Paul W. Bryant High School in 
Tuscaloosa, wide receiver Chris 
Lark from Pickens County, Ala., -hers.” 
offensive lineman Javares Dob- The Warriors also had seven 


From Page C5_ 


bins and defensive lineman embers of last year’s team 
gn with four-year schools on 


George Maddox both from 
Tuscaloosa 


County High Vedn 
School; l Vednesday. 


and quarterback Chris Allen of Tuscaloosa 


Robbie Morse from Walton ‘ounty, Davis Carter from 


County, Fla, ouisville, J.E. Haynes and 
“Morse was probably as big fichael Wright irom Newtos 

a sign as we had,” Underwoo 

said; “He can really throw the 

football and run. He’s got 4.6 

speed. We feel very fortunate to 

get him. Coach (Tim) Coats 

recruited him. We beat some 

of the Kansas junior colleges 

on him. | 
“Lark is a real good player,” 

Underwood added. “I believe 

he'll make an immediate 

impact,” Underwood said of 

Lark, who had previously com- 

mitted to Mississippi State. We 

beat out a lot of people on 

Mingo. He signed with us and 

Valdosta State. We'll have a 

tryout on the 26th of this month 

and may end up signing several 


See ECCC 


all signed with the University o 
Arkansas-Monticello. _ 

_ Corey Hayes of Fores 
signed with Northwesterr 
Oklahoma State University. 
Willie Johnson of Ocones 
County, Ga., inked with Val 
dosta (Ga.) State University 
Rudy Su’e of Pensacola, Fla. 

£ with Waehhurn Lnive r 
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area,” 
“Hathorn is a great player. 





nerback wide 
receiver 
Chris Perry, 
and wide 
receiver/ 
defensive 
back Barry 
Doss, all from Louisville; 
wide receiver Eric Lyons 
from Philadelphia; two-way 
linéman Joshua Moore from 
Neshoba Central; and two- 
way lineman Kenielle Wash- 
ington, ioe) st 
MeKoe, and taken ra 
man Nicholas Brown, all 
from Class 1A state runner- 

up Scott Cer i] AL. 

wNeWe feel like we signed, in 
our opinion, the best in our 
Underwood _ said. 











He double signed with us 


irrick and Delta State. Perry is a 


layer. The three from from Walton County, Fla., also 


ip 
- Seott Central are all good drew plenty of praise from 


players. Qualls was proba- Underwood. 

bly Forest's best senior.” “Morse was probably as 
Defensive back Anthony big a sign as we had,” , 

Carouthers of Lafayette Underwood said. “He can 

County inked with the War- really throw the football 


riors after attracting Under- and run. He's got 4.6 speed. . 


wood’s attention during a We feel very fortunate to get 

game at Newton County him. Coach (Tim) Coats 

High School last fall. recruited him. We beat 
A pair of two-time state“some of the Kansas junior 

champion War Eagles from colleges on him. 

Wayne County inked with Lark is a real good play- 

ECCC. They are strong safe- er,” Underwood added, “I 


Marzell McGill and wide believe he'll make an imme- 
aks alky Hii eae diate impact,” Underwood 


M ald, said of Lark, who had previ- 
aurice McDon a Mis 


defensive end from West ously committed to 


Lauderdale, also inked with S!PP! State. 

the Warriors. He will be 

converted to a linebacker Four-year signees 

for the Warriors. The Warriors also had 
“T think McDonald can be seven members of last 

a heck-of-a_ linebacker,” year's team sin with four: 

Underwood said. dnesc ay 
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ton, all Enel with the Uni- 
versity of Arkansas-Monti- 
cello. 

Corey Hayes of Forest 
signed with Northwestern 
Oklahoma State University. 


Do en 


Willie Johnson | 
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Valdosta (Ga.) | 
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Pair of local football 
on with ECCC 
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Football 


| Continued from page 1B 


urs 
Lyons’ lanky frame allowed him to 
uke punt, but to block a host of 


ae ‘et genet oroenntif 
ac ie the Region 5-2A options and might end up as team- 





Lyons Ray said Moore will probably be 
the only signee from Neshoba, while 
Brown indicated a couple of other 
Tornadoes were still mulling their 


hen Bee : mates with Lyons at ECCC. 
nL erste ae her nine Speaking of the Warriors, EC head 
| | 129 yards and five touch- coach Terry Underwood announced 
ee id = : 21 signees last week — with a dozen 
downs. a 5-11 -280-pounder, of them coming from out of district. 
oie Seth aus oirensive: and “Of course, it’s never over ... 
defensive lines for Neshoba and YOU'Fe always replacing people in 
helped the Rockets make the playoffs Junior college, Underwood said. But 
rie first time in six years. I feel pretty good with the group we 
“Tthink Josh will beagoodonefo B9Lon paper” 
them,” Ray said of Moore, who | G a Whe op conerheck CR 
wat i weg A oom al and wide receiver/defensive_back 
a o<Sgee  a LL, page ¢ ¢ Barry Doss from Louisville: line- 
See FOOTBALL, pag backer/fullback Derrick Qualls from 
Forest; and two-way linemen Kenielle 
Washington and Nicholas Brown and 
running back/linebacker Nathanie! 
McKee from Class 1A state | 1 
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ers from two-time state chatpic: 
Wayne County, one from Lafay ét1 
County and another from West Laud 
erdale, as Well as eight players fron 
out-of-state, : 

Undegwood said ECCC will con 
duct a tryout on Feb. 26, at which time 
the Warriors could sign as many .« o 
dozen or so more players, 

Seven current Warriors also signed 
scholarships on Wednesday, all 0 
them with Division I-AA or Division 
I] schools. 
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The Louisville High School 
football standouts’ signed 
National Letters of Intent Friday 
on National Letter of Intent 
Signing Day. Wildcats quarter- 
back Barry Doss, pictured with 
Barry Bell, Ronald Campbell 





















letters of intent with East 
Central Community College and 
Delta State University. Chris 
Perry, pictured with Ruth and 
Henry Perry, signed a letter of 
intent with East Central 
Community College Gregory 


= Sa erp ro fr Sy es with 
ij 









M signed et | Vale “State 
University. 
Founded in 1964, the basic pur- 


pose of the National Letter of 





time and expense for the insti- 
tution and limit recruiting pres- 
sure on the prospective stu- 
dent-athlete. The National 
Letter of Intent Program is 
administered by the Collegiate 
Commissioners Association. 
The National Letter of Intent is a 
voluntary agreement and not a 
contract. No prospective stu- 
dent or parent is required to 


and Sabrina Campbeil, signed 
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THREE AREA PIGSKIN PLAYERS 
To BECOME ECCC WARRIORS 


By CHRIS ALLEN BAKER 
TIMES SPORTS EDITOR 


DECATUR — Three athletes from Scott County and possibly a 
fourth will wear the Warrior colors for East Central Community 
College's football program next fall as they inked national letters of 
intent last Wednesday. 





Forest's Derrick war Scott Central's Nathanie | McKee and 
Ken W an wmeston made ther . sae 
aa piemeaed Saami emeacieaieanatinen 


ies eehtteel athletes could formally aly cont eo eearedtegee of 
choice. 

Nick Brown of Scott Central signed with East Central and Alcorn 
State University but had not decided where he will attend. NCAA 
rules allow a high school athlete to sign with a senior university and 
a Junior college at the same time. 

All three Scott Central plavers said they are looking forward to 
taking their skills to the collegiate level. 

“It will be a new experience for me and hopefully a lot of fun,” 
McKee said. Standing at 59” tall and weighing in at 175, the 
Warriors could possibly use him as an inside linebacker or running- 
back, McKee said. 

Brown, 65” at 215 pounds who was recruited as a defensive end, 
said Jackson State University also made an offer but expects to 
decide soon whether he will play on the reservation at Lorman, or 
head east to Decatur. 





FOREST MUNICIPAL SCHOOL DISTRICT/RUTH LATHEM 
Forest's Derrick Qualls, seated, signed a national letter of intent to play foot- 
ball for the East Central Community College's Warriors. Joining him was his 


mother, Shelia Qualls, Bearcats Head Football¢Coach Brad Peterson, 


standing left, and Forest Principal Billy Wilbanks. 


THE TIMES/CHRIS ALLEN BAKER 
Scott Central's Nick Brown, seated, signed a national letter of intent to play 
football for the East Central Community College’s Warriors. Joining him were 


~~ iF oT a aie 2am bLiawea Cy ay = 
al nA oT = oot hs a =) iP) wat | 
= he a = i 








els get inked 

lhroe Scott Central Rebels signed national letters of 
4 to play football at the next level on Thursday, one 
after the signing period began. Nick Brown, left, 
1 lotters for Aleorn State University and East Central 









Community College and plans to decide which school h 
will attend at a later date. He is joined by his mother, 
Pamela and his father, Marion. Nathaniel McKee, cen(er, 
accepted a scholarship offer from ECCC. He is joined 


his mother, Suzanne McKee, and SC’s 
Bounds. The third signee, Kennielle 
also agreed to attend ECCC, He is jo 
Deborah, and his brother, Lataurus. 


| 
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The East Cafiral Community College 
Warriors have wrapped up their spring 
training and are now looking forward to 
their 2004 season opener on neg 2 at 
Northwest Community Colleg 

“We started the week eters the 


Slaning date: and posta’ up last week," 
said ECCC 1 Terry Underwood, 


"We go early for several reasons. "One 
of our assistant coaches is the golf 
coach and we want to free him up, And, 
if somebody gets hurt, it gives them 
longer to heal. But also it gives us a 
week to look at our players who transfer 
in at mid-semester to see what we 
have." 

_Underwood said the Warriors were 
young last year, starting nine freshmen 
on defensé. With seven starters 
returning on defense and four on 
offense this year, Underwood said they 
fee! they have paid their dues. 

“! feel better about this group coming 
in,” Underwood said. "We fee! good 
about. the players we have signed and 
we haye a good group comi } back. We 
should be very com jis se 
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“Tryout lai lands Bowden 


on the line and that is an area of [7 





ir Robbie Newton Robertson 

Like he has had to do mgst of his 
life, Newton’s Leroy Bowden had 
to prove himself on the football 
field one more time. 

After an open workout at the 
school, Bowden was one of five 
players East Central Community 
College signed to scholarships this 
past week. 

“Leroy really shined during the 
trvouts,” ECCC coach ‘Terry 
Underwood said. “He showed us 
what type of athlete he was, He 
showed he had good strength and 
good speed,” 

After seeing Bowden in action 
and evaluating his current situa- 
tion, Underwood sees a bright 
future for Bowden. 

“i think he has a chance to come 
in and play, if not start, on the 
offensive line for us,” Underwood 
said. “We lost several good players 


concern for us,” 


Newton coach Pepper Posey | 
said he was overwhelmed that 


Bowden finally got a scholarship 
offer. 

“The thing about it is when you 
know that somebody is good 
enough to play at the next level and 


they don’t get offered, it’s hard to . 


deal with,” Posey said. “We were 
really praying that somebody 


would give him a chance. And 1 | 


don't think he will disappoint any- 
body.” 
Since football season ended, 


Posey said Bowden has continued f" 


to work in the weight room to get 


stronger. Just a week ago, Posey | 


said Bowden squatted 450 pounds 
12 times. 

“He just loves the weights and he 
loves football,” Posey said. “He has 


See BOWDEN, Page 2B 





Newton’ s (Pes Bowkden: signs a Bécholarship with Bast Central ah Conwy 
College last Wednesday at the: Newton High library with his mother, Billy, to 
his left. Behind Bowden at left is Newton coach Pepper Posey and to the right 
is ECCC coach Terry Underwood. 


—— 
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Bowden 


From Pave TB 
oe dedicated from the 
Start of his foothall career 
and that generally carries 
over into college.” 

Both coaches eited Row. 
den’s offthe field attitude as 
areason why they believe he 
will succeed at ECCC. 

“After speaking to his 
coaches, his parents and the 





administrators at the school, 
| was obvious to me that we 
were not only getting one of 
the best athletes in the 
school but were also getting 
one of the best persons in 
the. school,” Underwood 
said, “At this level, you have 
to have quality individuals 
lo be successful. We believe 
we have that in Leroy.” 

Bowden was a three-year 
starter for Newton and was 
a Class 2A all-state player 
this past year: 
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ECCC adds more football signees 


East Central Community College head football coach Terry Underwood has 

announced the:signing of five additional players after a recent tryout held by 
ECCC in Decatur. 
_ Underwood said the Warriors have added Greg Cooley of Heidelberg High 
School, Leroy Bowden of Newton High School and the Columbu: o of 
George Lowe, Nathan Weaver and Montero Baker to the 206 4 recruiting class 
— a Signing list which now stands at 22 players. 
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kicker ‘ 


Ryan Gale, a former foot- 










unity College 
Gale mand Gale 

47 yards per punt 

for the Eagles in 2002. He 

boomed a career-long 81- yard 

punt the same season. He also 
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Football Sign ees 


WEEKOF yr) / | 


DECATUR--East Central Community College head 





football coach Terry! 





wunced the sign- 


Underwood hi une 
ingof five additional players to national letters of intent. 





Joming the Wat 


or the 2004 campaign are defen- 


sive back George Lowe (5-10.75), and offensive line- 
























men Nathan Weaver (- 10, 29) and Montero Baker 

(510, 265), all of Columbus High School; Leroy Bowden 

(6°, 245) of Newtonyand,Greg Gooley (6°, 260) of 

Heidelberg High School. S muout 
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@ The annual 7-on-7 tearn 
passing camps for area high 
school football squads will be 
held June 29 and July 12 at 
East Central Community Col- 
lege in Decatur, announced 
Warrior head football coach 
Terry Underwood. 

Cost is $15 per player, which 
includes camp T-shirt, insurance 
and lunch, Underwood said an 
athietic trainer will also be on 
duty for each session. 

An overall camp champion 
will be awarded. 

The deadiine to register for 
the June 29 camp is June 25, 
and a July 8 deadline is set for 
the July 12 session. 

For more information contact 


coaches Terry Underwood (ext. 
244) or Stacy Sizemore (ext. 


371) by phone at 635-2111 or 
call toll free, 1-877-462-3222. E- 


mail addresses are cunder- 
wood @ecec.edu and: wee” 


more @ eccc.edu. 
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ECCC adds late 
football signees 


East Central Community 
College head football coach 
Terry | Underwood has 
announced the signing of five 
additional players to national 
letters of intent. 

Joining the Warriors for the 
2004 campaign are defensive 
back George Lowe (5-10, 175), 
and offensive linemen Nathan 
Weaver (5-10, 290) and 
Montero Baker (5-10, 265), all 
of Columbus High School; 
Leroy Bowden (6-0 245) of 
Newton; and Greg Cooley (6- 


0, 260) of Heidelberg. 
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get first 
look at 


sophs 


By Marty Stamper 
EMG sports assistant 

DECATUR — Spring football at 
junior colleges is in a world of its own. 
For the most part, only returning 
freshman are, around, except for 
maybe a few incoming transfers. 

Fast Central Community College 
head football coach Terry Underwood 
was pleased with his team’s spring 
effort following a 2-7 showing a year 
ago. ; 

S ing training 
is very important, 
No. 1 for placement 
of personnel and 
then for teaching 
your basic scheme 
offensively and 
defensively,” 
Underwood said, “You find out who 
are your best players at each position 
on each side of the ball. ~ 

“We didn't go but 14 days, but that's 
about all we ever go. We went early in 
February. One reason is coach Tim 
Coats, our offensive coordinator, is 
alsothe golf coach and we don't want 
to get so sirung out we can't concen- 
trate on what we're doing. 

“Another reason is injuries, If you 
have an injury, and that sometimes 
happens in spring, you've got more 
time for that person to heat. 

“We had a good spring. I thought 
we'got a lot of things done. We put in 
our base offense and defense and 
moved some personnel around and 
experimeiited. | think we found a lot of 
sood things about our team. I thought 
ipwas avery positive spring:” 

t spring foot- 





One key thing about sj 
balla the juco,level-is it does | 
See ECCC 
Page C5 
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coaches more time with their 
annual group of 20-30 returning 
players. Those players will 
likely determine the team's fate 
the following fall. 

“Your leaders should be 
your seniors at the high 
schools and senior colleges and 














of influence on your tear: about 
the attitude they Dring every 
day to practice and what kind of 
team they want to have. That 


was something I was very 
happy with this spring. 

“We've got a lot of people 
that aren't with us now that 
were with us earlier in the year, 
but the ones we have coming 


back are very strong leaders. 














sophomores here,” Underwood Some i a otir te a 
said. “You find out which ones Spee gen} ies Sapa tn = 
are going to be the stronger ECCE will need strong leat 
jeaders... who's going to get in ership as for the second 
the boat with you and who's straight year the Warriors will 
not. ey Kes aS oes, 
~ " lav five of their games on 
Most freshmen, except for so fags a ddien to the S 
exceptional freshmen, are MACIC South Division games, 
going to be followers. That's ECCC will also take on North- 
understandable. 1 was a fol- Went. Hawamba, and East Mis- 
lower when |wasafreshman. — jccinni ae Ge 3 
“Your sophomores have a lot meters 2 
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There’s a new attitude on the East 

tral Community College campus 

is year, and East Central 

Community College head football 

coach Terry Underwood hopes that 

the new spirit will turn into wins dur- 
ing the 2004 campaign. 

Underwood said the Warriors, who 
have sustained back-to-back losing 
seasons, are focused on turning the 
program around and having a suc- 
cessful year. 

Underwood, now in his seventh 
year as head coach, said he feels “real 
good” about the team, which began 
workouts August 11 in preparation for 
the season opener Thursday, 
September 3 against highly ranked 
Northwest Mississippi Community 
College in Senatobia. 

“IT am very optimistic about this 
year’s squad, even though we proba- 
bly have the toughest schedule in the 
state,” he said, “However, we accept 
the challenge and are looking forward 
to getting the season underway, 

Underwood stated. Northwest 1s 
the number two ranked team in the 
WJCAA pre-season poll and three 
ther ECCC opponents are picked to 
nish in the top 20 —defending state 
champion Pearl River (5th), Hinds 
Community College (13th) and Jones 
County (20th), Southwest also 
received votes in the preseason poll. 

Although East Central was not 
included in the preseason rankings, 
five Warriors were mamed NJCAA 
preseason honorable mention All- 
Americans — running back Kelvin 
Horne (6', 225), a product of 
vortheast Lauderdale High School in 
) tight end: Gameron Tawater 












James Ozment (6-5. 350) of 
Sumter {Ala.) Academy and_line- 
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the most talented group we've signet 


Pe Sed Eichelberger (6’, 230) of | 


” “Other top returnees include wide — 


Sn i 
say Hunter (5-10; 185). of | sities 


the talent level on this year’s squad. 
“I feel very strongly. about this 

team from a talent prospective and 

also from a sophomore leadership 


prospective,” he said. “We brought 
back a solid corps of freshmen, about 


seven or eight guys, that played a lot 


on the defensive side. 
“We probably have four or five whq 
saw a great deal of playing time on 
offense. 
“Our freshmen, in my opinion, arq 













in four or five years. As freshmen} 
they have a lot of maturing and grow 


AST CENTRAL 
ORS 








9/2 at Northwest 

9/9 at Itawamba . 
9/16 vs Southwest 

9/23 at Pearl River 

9/30 vs East Mississipp 

10/9 vs Co-Lin 

10/14. vs Gulf Coast 

10/21 at Hinds 

10/28 vs Jones 


(6-1. 235) of Philadelphia, offensive | 


feties Toney Edison (67,190) of y ‘J 
Celies ama Jay McMillin (3-11, 185) 
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mr or @ t : 
ing up to do but that will come with 
time and experience. 

“The freshmen also have a great 
attitude and work ethic, and want to 
win just a much as the sophomores.” 

The ECCC head mentor pointed to 
several areas that will be much 
improved in 2004. : 

“The kicking game will be stronger 
than it’s been in several years,” 
Underwood said. “We signed Ryan 
Gale (a 6-1, 211-pound product of Oak 
Mountain High School in 
Birmingham, Ala.) who is a tremen- 
dous kicker and punter. 





for 
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“Anthony Stanford (6, 195) of 
Louisville will be the back-up punter 
and is also doing ‘a good job. One of 
our quarterbacks, Jarius Neal (6, 
213 of Pickens County High School in 
Reform, Ala.) will be the back-up kick- 
er and is also very talented. 

“Cameron Tawater is an excellent 
snapper and we're working on finding 
a back-up for him. So we should have 
a real solid kicking game this season,” 
Underwood stated. 

Although the Warriors will be 





> See ECCC on 20 





Five ECCC Warriors Tapped For >5- 


Pre-Season All-American Honors 


DECATUR--Although 
East Central Community 
College was overlooked in 
the NJCAA pre-season 
football poll, five Warnors 
were listed as honorable 
mention.All-Americans 
for the 2004 campaign. 
Selected on the prestigious 
list are running back 
Kelvin Home (6-0, 230) of 











Horne 


Kelvin 
Meridian, a former 
standout at Northeast L_au- 
derdale High School; tght 
end Cameron Tawater (6- 
1,235) of Philadelphia, of- 
fensive lineman James 
Ozment (6-5, 370) of 
Sumter (Ala.) Academy, 
linebacker Sed 
Eichelberger (6-0, 230) of 
Noxapater and defensive 
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APPEARED IN: 

LAKE MESSENGER 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES __ 
UNION APPEAL ___ 
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Cameron lawater 





James Ozment 


end Mantrell] Ashford (6- 
2, 230) of Louisville. War- 
rior head football coach 
Terry Underwood said he 
was not surprised by the 
attention received by his 
top players, “It s (their se- 
lection). a great deal for 
them and for our team. 


Sed Eichelberger 
players and good kids. We 
appreciate the recognition 





Mantrell Ashford 
and aré looking forward to 
a successful season,” said 
Underwood, Underwood 
said players are scheduled 
to. report to campus on 
August 9 for pre-season 
werkouts, [The Warriors 
begin the 2004 campaign 


They are all excellent by traveling to number- 











WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 
SPIRIT OF MORTON 
IMPACT ___ 





two ranked: North+ 
west Mississipp! 
Community College 
on Thursday, Sep- 
tember 2, with kick- 
off set for 7 p.m. on 
the Senatobia cam- 
pus. The Rangers are 
one of five Mississippi 
teams ranked in the 
nationa® juco poll. 
Pearl River Commu- 
nity College, the de- 
fending state champs, 
is ranked fifth; Hinds 
Community College 
is thirteenth; and 
Jones County Junior 
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ers to the campus earlier this week. sessions of 
Out-of-state players were to have explained 


Record — =a | 
adh Mt tb, i Ww rkouts have beg wn ' for 
the East Central Community Col- 
ege Warriors as coach Terry Under- 
wood welcomed more than 70 play- 
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little m 





may seem a 
odest when 


compared to the leg- 


endary 


long two-a- 


day and three-a-day 


years gone by, Underwood 
that concerns about heat 


reported Monday while the rest of safety have led institutions to limit the 
the team came in on Tuesday. Prac- amount of time a team stays on the 
tice started on Wednesday. 


“Tuesday will be a bus 


practice field during the hot months, 
y day,” “The two-year schools have adopt- 





three hours. After we get in pads, if 
we workout twice one day, we will 
only go out in pads once the next 
day. However, you can go in shorts 
for a walk-through the next day.” 

He said that every minute is used 
in a practice session. 

“You get more quality time and 
the players have more time to get 
used to the head,” Underwood said. 
“In the end, you wind up with about 
the same amount of practice time.” 

The Warriors have around 20 
sophomores returning from last 
year’s team. Among them, five have 
received national recognition as 
honorable mentions to the 2004 





Underwood said. “We give room edthe NCAA practice rules,” Under- 
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NJCAA All-Americans 
according to school reports, 

Those receiving this honor were 
running back Kelvin Horne (6-0, 
230), a former standout at Northeast 
Lauderdale High School: tight end 
Cameron Tawater (6-1, 235) of 
Philadelphia, offensive lineman 
James Ozment: (6-5, 370) of Sumter 
(Ala.) Academy, linebacker Sed 
Eichelberger (6-0, 230) of Noxapater, 
and defensive end Mantrell Ashford 
(6-2, 230) of Louisville. 

East Central opens its campaign 
on the road Sept. 2 with a visit to 
Northwest . The Rangers enter the 
2004 campaign ranked as the No. 2 
team in the country, 
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For the second year in a row, the East Central 
gee College Warriors will have to fare well 
on the road to have any shot at making the state jun- 
ior college playofts. by 

Only four of their nine games will Marty 
be played athome and lastyear’steam Stamper 
found that tovbe a stiff challenge. 

_ ECCC finished 2-7 a year ago after going 3-6 in 
2002 and faces a Schedule that has Northwest 
Mississippi, which is ranked No. 2 in the NJCAA pre- 
a poll, No. 5 Pearl River, No. 13 Hinds, and No. 
20 Jones, along with a Southwest Mississippi team 
that received votes in the national poll. | 

The Warriors’ first four games are with 
Northwest, Itawamba, Southwest, and Pearl River 
with only the Southwest contest being in Decatur. 
| “We're optimistic about ou t football team,” b 
seventh-year head¢oach Terry Underwood said 
eel like we've'gota chance to have a good,and 
petitive team, but what makes it even toughe 
the schedule we play. 
| “We'll put Our schedule up with anybody in the 
state of Mississippi. We don’t make,our schedule, it 
just rotateS'and this 















and we operuup at Northwest, the preseason No. 2 


team in the country. — 

“We play-all-the nationally-ranked teams in the 
state ... Pearl River, Hinds, and Jones. And we play 
Itawamba, who-may.be as good as anybody in the 
North Division. 


Fr 


‘Then you've got your rival game with East 


coe. 


4sithe-first year of a two-year deal, = 
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| Mississippi 

which is tradi- 

tionally a good 

| game. There’s 
just-a lot of 

tough contests 
“1 out there. 


sion: MACJC South , 


2004 Schedule 
2. at Northwest, 700" ~ | 
.9 “sat Itawamba, 700, 
t.16  Southwest,630 — 
at Pearl River, 7:00 — 
30 East Mississippi, 6:30 
«* Copiah-Lincolm, 2:3¢ 
& at Gulf Coast, 7:00 
at Hinds, 7:30. 
Jones, 6:30 





Underwood 
| and his staff 
had nearly 70 
players show 







“We've got 
everybody 
, = a he za expected a 
Underwood’ said. “There were a couple of walk-on 
prospects that didn’t show, but havea! 
it, 

me 








we expected anywhere from 72 to 75,” 
Mississippi jucos can carry 55 on their active ros- 
ter with an additional 10 redshirts. 


I lene 


28- | “We've got i 
ween a Very tough _ 
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Bound 
East Central Community College head 
coach Ken Pountey, left, will be inducted into 
the ECCC Athletic Hall of Fame on Oct. 9. File 
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Although East Central 
Community College was over- 
looked in the NJCAA pre-sea- 
son football poll, five Warriors 
were listed as honorable men- 
tion All-Americans for the 
2004 campaign. 

Selected on the prestigious 
list are running back Kelvin 
Horne (6-0, 230) of Meridian, a 
former standout at Northeast 


piss 
pee 


| Cameron Tawater 


Five ECCC Warriors tapped for p 


Lauderdale High School; tight 
end Cameron Tawater (6-1, 
235) of Philadelphia, offensive 
lineman James Ozment (6-5, 
370) of Sumter  (Ala.) 
Academy, linebacker Sed 
Eichelberger (6-0, 230) of 
Noxapater, and defensive end 
Mantrell Ashford (6-2, 230) of 
Louisville. . 

Warrior head football coach 









James Ozment 


Terry Underwood said he was 
not surprised by the attention 
received by his top players. 
“It’s (their selection) a great 
deal for them and for our 
team. They are all excellent 
players and good kids. We 
appreciate the recognition and 
are looking forward to a suc- 
cessful season,” Underwood 
said. 


The Warriors begin the 2004 
campaign by traveling to sec- 
ond-ranked Northwest Miss- 
issippi Community College on 
Thursday, Sept. 2, with kickoff 
set for 7 p.m. on the Senatobia 
campus. 

e Rangers are one of five 
Mississippi teams ranked in 
the national juco poll. Pearl 
River Community College, the 


Community College 
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re-season All-American 


defending state champion, is | 
ranked fifth; Hinds 
Community College is 13th, 
and Jones County Junior 
College is ranked 20th. 

Southwest Mississippi 
also 
received votes. 

The Warriors will face all 
five teams in 2004. 





Local players xb key roles in leading ECCC to success 








From press reports 4..| Game. He ’s the kind of guy pion in high school, and | All four players said they eagerly 
“vagy that everyone wants on a_ he is a legit 4.3 or 4.4 guy. anticipate starting the season: and doin 
The success of East Central Ee j team. I know that Sed will We also look for big What they can to give the Warriors thei 
Community College’s football team this eg have a great year. He also things out of him not only first winning season since 2001. 7 
season will depend greatly on the perfor- | _has the opportunity to con- pasa player but as a leader Eichelberger said this year’ s 


as well. He and Mantrell simple: win! 


“We've all got to step up and make big 


mance of the four returnees from tinue hts athletic career on 


the university 


Winston County, so says ECCC head 
footbali coach Terry Underwood, whose 
Warriors began workouts on August 11 
in preparation for the 2004 campaign. 
Underwood said siatiores Sed 





Eichelberger Ashford, 


Underwood said. 
Of Mantrell 


Underwood said ; 


sigs are both quality kids who 





come from a good 
home and a great 
high school football 
| program. If Derrell 





plays this season and | know we can do it. 
We have the right attitude to be success- 
ful.” Eichelberger stated. 

Added Mantrell Ashford: “Our Spirits 


Eichelberger of Noxapater, twins ea the 5-10, 198- Rage takes care of his | eeu | are high and | feel that if everyone comes 
Mantrell Ashford and Derrell Ashford of pound linebacker A grades, he'll also § | tO ras a team, we can win a state 
Louisville, and Jay McMillin of (i “may be as tal- & have achance to play 3 championship. We just have to go out on 
Winston Academy “wilt no doubt have a [7 ented a kid as at a higher level,” 7 | the field and prove ourselves.” 

lot to do with the kind of year we will im I’ve coached in a Underwood stated. — [ _ Mantrell said he is also looks forward 


have, because everyone one of them will | 


be on the field in a lot of various ways - 
jefensively and in the kicking game.” 
Inderwood added that the Winston 


‘layers will also be counted on “to pro- McMillin — 


ide a lot of leadership” on and off the 
jeld. 

Eichelberger, a 6’, 230-pound line- 
oacker, and Mantrell Ashford, a 6-2, 230- 
oound, defensive end, were among five 
Warriors named preseason NJCAA hon- 
‘rable mention All-Americans. (Also 
elected were running back Kelvin Home 
ft Northeast Lauderdale High School in 
Veridian, tight end Cameron Tawater of 
Philadelphia and offensive linemen 


James Ozment of Sumter (Ala.) ever coached. | Central.” See ECCC, page 18 ub 
Academy.) “Derrell is probably the fastest player x 

Underwood describes Eichelberger as on the team. He was the 100-meter cham-_—©§ ———————————— O 
“one of our top football players,” and his = 


stats from last year support that claim, He 
was the third leading tackler in the state 
last year and EC’s top defender with 78 
solo stops and 25 assists. 

In addition to excelling on the field, 
Underwood said Eichelberger “is a great 
kid.” 

“Sed may be as good a kid as I’ve ever 
coached. He’s an outstanding talent but is 
also a great citizen. He led our team in 
tackles last year and no doubt deserved 
selection as a pre-season honorable men- 
tion All-American. We feel like he is our 
team leader on defense and we expect a 
lot from him. I’ve watched him since he 
was in the tenth grade and saw him play 
in the Mississippi/Alabama All-Star 





plays a_ line- 
backer/defensive end posi- 
tion we refer to as ‘Bandit.’ 
He has tremendous speed, 
tremendous quickness, and is one of the 
toughest kids I've ever coached. If he 
does well academically, he'll also have a 
chance to sign a yery good scholarship: 
when leaving here. We look for big things 
from Mantrell, and regard him as a team 
leader and someone the other players wil 
rally around.” 
Underwood also considers Derrell as 
“one of the best football players” he has 


a 


added, “Mantrell indebted 


Underwood said | 
McMillin, a 5-11, | 
| 85-pound strong | = 
safety, iS a “smart, hard- 
nosed, tough kid who can M. Ashford 
play several positions.” 

He added, “Jay just about did it all at 
Winston Academy, He kicked, punted, 
and played running back. Here he plays in 
defensive backfield at strong safety but he 
will also be involved in the kicking game. 
We're excited about having him here, and 
he is also another sophomore that we are 
looking to provide great leadership. I 
think he will also have an opportunity to 
play at the next level when he leaves East 








| 0 again playing football with his brother 


Derrell as one of his teammates. 

“T would not want to play without him. 
We help each other and motivate each 
other. We really enjoy playing football 
together,” he said. 

Derrell, who began last season as cor- 
nerback and later switched to linebacker, 
described the Warriors as a “chain with 
the links being put together slowly but 
surely.” 

He has praise for the Warriors new 
defensive system, devised by first-year 
defensive coordinator Chris Boone, a for- 
mer assistant at Nicholls State University. 

“We have three goals on defense - 





sf 


defensive coordinator Chris Boone. a for- 
mer assistant at Nicholls State Uni versity. 

“We have three goals on defense - 
attack, tackle and make turnovers. If we 
can stay focused on our assignments, | 
know we will have a very good defense. 
We just have to keep our heads high and 
give 110 percent on every play. Together 
we can build a strong chain and be suc- 
cessful.’ Derrell said. 

McMillin also has positive feelings 
about the upcoming season, and said the 
Warriors should have a good year. 

“We all want a winning season and a 
state championship. We just have to work 
hard to accomplish our goal,” McMillin 
said. 

Underwood also had words of praise for 
the two freshmen from Winston County - 
defensive ends Courtney Coleman (6’, 
240) and Greg Hathorn (6-2, 235), former 
standouts from Louisville High School. 

“We are also very excited to have 
Coleman and Hathorn on our team. They 
are both outstanding athletes who will see 
lots of aetion this year and are also keys to 
our success, Underwood stated. 

East Central begins season action by 
taking on number-two ranked Northwest 
Mississippi Community College on 
Thursday, September 2. Kickoff is set for 7 
p.m. on the Senatobia campus. 

All Warrior football games can be heard 
on KICKS 98 (98.3 FM) in Carthage, fea- 
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turing veteran broadcasters and ECCC 
alumni Melvin Wooten of Carthage and 
Gilbert Barham of Philadelphia. 


Five ECCC Warriors tapped 
for pre-season all-American 

Although East Central Community 
College was overlooked in the NJCAA 
pre-season football poll, five Warriors 
were listed as honorable mention 

All-Americans for the 2004 campaign. 

Selected on the prestigious list are run- 
ning back Kelvin Horne (6-0, 230) of 
Meridian, a former standout at Northeast 
Lauderdale High School: tight end 
Cameron Tawater (6-1, 235) git 
Philadelphia, offensive lineman’ James 
Ozment (6-5, 370) of Sumter (Ala.) 
Academy, linebacker Sed Eichelberger 
(6-0, 230) of Noxapater and defensive 
end Mantrell Ashford (6-2, 230) of 
Louisville. 

Warrior head football coach Terry 
Underwood said he was not surprised by 
the attention received by his top players. 

“It's (their selection) a great deal for 
them and for our team. They are all excel- 
lent players and good kids. We appreciate 
the recognition and are looking forward 
lo a successful season.” said Underwood. 

Underwood said players are scheduled 
fo report to Campus on August 9 for pre- 
season workouts. The Warriors begin the 
2004 campaign by traveling to number- 
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two ranked Northwest Mississippi 
Community College on Thursday, 


September 2, with kickoff set for 7 pan. 
on the Senatobia campus. 

The Rangers are one of five 
Mississippi teams ranked in the national 
juco poll. Pearl River Community 


EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE WARRIOR 


2004 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE. | 


POPLARVILLE 7:00PM. 
SEPTEMBER 30 _ 


*SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9 CO-LIN 





STATE CHAMPIONSHIP: TBA | 





College, the defending state champs, is 
ranked fifth; Hinds Community College 
is thirteenth; and Jones County Junior 
College is ranked twentieth. Southwest 
Mississippi Junior College also received 
votes, The Warriors will face all five 
teams in 2004. 
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__ SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6 STATE | 
PLAY-OFFS; TBA 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13_ 


SV Jiaaiivi 
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- re lie ‘Hickmon TE: Toney Edison SS; Jay MeMMilin 
my Sait NG; and Micha! Johnson DL 





‘2003 RESULTS (22) 2004 2004 SCHEDULE =» | 


W, 21-44 Sate at Northwest, 7 p.m. 


ee — 
—S ee 


= 17-13 | at Itawamba, 7 p.m. 
L, 356, ‘Sept 6 ~ Southwest, 6:30 p.m. 






















1t_> —_— 4 


— Colin (HO), 2:30 pam; 
at Gulf Coast, 7 pu 
‘at Hinds, 7:30 p.m, 
—— Jones, 6:30 p.m. 
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“We have a good group returning. Most of the people we we 


Cont'd Ngust 23 


They came back in pretty good shape, and have worked hard since we've been here.’ 





Terry Underwood, East Central coach 
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A ough road to hoe 


Warriors saddled with killer schedule but more talent 


From staj] & schoo! reports 


Without a doubt, the East | 


Central Community College 
Warriors have their hands 
full with the 2004 football 
schedule, 


There are five teams 


ranked nationally in Missis- 
Sippi, and East Central 


plays them all, starting on 


hursday, Sept. 2 with No. 2 


Northwest Con UU Ly Col. 


lege. 


Underwood. “But we are 
looking at this as an oppor- 


tunity. We've played teams | 


like Northwest tough in the 
past couple of years and we 


want to compete with | 


them.” 
Also on the schedule is 


defending state champion | 


Pearl River, No. 13 Hinds, 


No. 19 Jones and No, 20 | 


Southwest. 

Underwood has reasons 
to be optimistic. He has 21 
players back from last 
year’s team. And, he said 
the overall talent of this 
team is has improved. 

“We have a good group 
returning,” said Under- 
wood. “Most of the people 
we Were counting on report- 
ed in. They came back in 
pretty good shape, and ha: . 
worked hard since we've 
been here.” 

Although East Central 


See WARRIORS Pace in 


“It's going to be tough,” : 
said ECCC coach Terry 





re counting on reported in. 





FILE PHOTO 


East Central's Tony Edison attempts to tackle a Northwest Mississippi running back, 
west is just one of five ranked teams on the Warriors’ schedule this season. 





North- 





| | , Underwood stated. member ci 
— Although the Warriors Tim Coats \ dices ot ee wk 
will be somewhat inexperi- offensive coordinator and 
n= Prom Page’ 2D ~ enced on offense, he’s been also serves as 
impressed ‘with the talents’ head coach and quarter- K 
was Sahaciaaon a big ag of his freshman quarter- backs/receivers 
season rankings, five War- backs, Jarius Neal and Rob. Chris Boone joins the staff 


riors were named NJCAA 
preseason honorable men- 
tion All-Americans — run- 
ning back Kelvin Horne.(6’, 
225), a product of Northeast 
Lauderdale High School. = 
en 


Meridian, tight 
on Tawater (6-1, | 
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bie Morse, Morse is a 6-4, 

225-pound product of Wal- 

oo Lees eae in Defuni- 
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The backfield features 

returnees .Darryl Mapp, 


Clinton Thomas, Kelvin da 


Horne and Justin Ficklin (6: 
Slag of Morton and fresh- 
Wake: McFadden (5- 






- earned Underwood's praise: 


“Mapp. runs, hard, has 


: r- great vision and is very 
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physical and is an 
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Underwood is _ also 


pleased with the receiving 


corps: 

“Harris has great. hands 
and is getting better every 
day. Chris Smith (5-10, 165 of 


receiver who was a starter 
; last year and should do 
great things for us this sea- 
son. We are also impressed 
with Chris Lark G2, 211- 


a pound product. of Pickens 


ship County High School), who 
Pp dong 


said “We. br 


he eae i 








te ee 


will see a lot. of action. at 


‘In addition to quality 
players on this year’s squad, 
Underwood is also pleased 











defensive side, Weprobably with his coaching staff, 
four or five who saw a which includes four new 





coach. 


as defensive coordinator. He 


will also coach defensive 
backs and works with spe- 
cial teams, Boone is a for- 
mer assistant at Nicholls 
State University in Thibo- 
ux, La. 

New staff members also 
include Carey Melvin, who 


serves as defensive line 
ri- coach and assists with spe- 


‘assistant 1 






working with special teams, 
Melvin worked with Boone 
at Nicholls State, ae isa 





former assistant at Way. 
County High School, and 


Keys is a former 





standout’ at. ECCC and 


Northwestern Oklahoma 


State University. Fredrick 
EONS, who norma vs Se res 
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Best of luck 
| to the ECCC Warriors! 
Newton Regional Hospital © 


Main Street - Newton 


683-2031 


Hollingsworth Dental Clinic 


Dr. Jimmy Hollingsworth & Staff 
wishes NCA the best 
for the upcoming football season 
Go Warriors! 
215 Northside Drive - Newton 
683-7878 





| Newton 
Proud supporters of the 
) ECCC Warriors 


ale Ss ra 










ation Iraqi Freedom. linemen. He is also athletic 
In addition to his duties director. 

as head coach, Underwood - 

is special teams’ coordina- Steve Swogetinsky con- 

tor and coaches offensive _tnbuted to this report. 
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“Good a Warriors” 
Dr. Gil Davis, Optometrist 
Newton Eye Clinic 
107 Decatur St. - Newton 


633-3241 


Feldman’s Inc. 
Lee’s Factory Outlet 
We back the ECCC Warriors! 
100 S. Main St. - Newton 
683-3232 





We wish the Warriors the Best! 
Decatur Family Dental © 
15227 Hwy 15 ¢ Decatur 


635-2340 











CAA All-Americans include (from Jeft) Sed Eichelberger of Noxapater, 


Players from East Central Community College who were named Preseason NJ 
Ozment of Sumter (Ala.) Academy afd Mantrell Ashford of Louisville. 


Kelvin Horne of Northeast Lauderdale, Cameron Tawater of ae James 





a 














‘New ECGC assistants James Keys, Carey Melvin and Chris Boone, followed by five Warriors (in addition to Tawater) who are from The Neshoba Democrat's 
coverage area: Philadelphia's Eric Lyons, Neshoba Central's Josh Moore and T.J. Rushing, Philadelphia’s Kenshay Hunter and Union’s Derrick Harris. 
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F rom ¢ ombined tears 


Community College campus this year, and 
ECCC head football coach Terry Underwood 
hopes the new spirit will tum into wins dur- 
ing the 2004 campaign. 

Underwood said the Warriors, who have 
sustained back-to-back losing seasons, are 
focused on turing the ~ 
program around and 
having a successful year. 

Now in his seventh 
year as head coach, 
Underwood said he feels | 
“real good” about the | 
team, which is preparing | 
for the season opener on 
Sept. 3 against highly- 
Northwest 
‘Mississippi Community 
College in Senatobia. 

“Lam very optimistic about this year's 
squad, even though we probably have the 
toughest schedule in the state, However, we 
accept the challenge and are looking forward 
to getting the season under way,” 
Underwood said, 

Northwest is the No. 2 ranked team in the 
NJCAA preseason poll, while three other 
ECCC opponents are picked to finish in the 
Top 20, 

Although East Central was not included 





Underwood 


in the preseason: rankings, five Wamors were 


named NICAApre 

All-Americans; Ru Running back Kelvin Home 

(6-0, #225), a product.of Northeast 

Lauderdale, tight end Cameron Tawater (6-1, 

235) of Philadelphia, offensive lineman 
ee ents 


SSS Serre 


honorable mention 


There’ s a new attitude on the East Central 


about seven or cight guys, that played a Ie 


ofotiense. 


aia ee 1h 6S ae oe ices 22 eee 


James Ozment (6-5, 350) of Sumter (Alla.) 
Academy and linebacker Sed Eichelberget 
(6-0, 230) of Noxapater. 

Other top returnees include wide receivel 
Derrick Harris (6-1, 179) of Union, fullback 
Clinton Thomas (5-9, 210) of Ripley, tail- 
backs Derrick Mapp (5-7, 190) of Newton 











County and Kenshay Hunter (5-10, 185) of 
Philadelphia, ught end Willie Hickmon (6-4, 


215) of Lake, strong safeties Toney Edison 
(6-0,190) of Collins and Jay McMillin (5-11 
185) of Winston Academy, free safety Brian 
McNair (64, 180) of Florence, noseguare 
Henry Smith (6-3, 306) of Aliceville, Ala 
and defensive lineman Michael Johnson (5 
10, 245) of Newton County, 
Underwood said the players who received 
preseason NICAA honors along with the to 
returnees indicate the talent level on ms 
year 's squad, 
“L feel very strongly about this team we 
a talent perspective and also from a 
more leadership perspective,” he said. 1 
brought. back a solid corps of freshmen, 
















on the defensive side. We probably have fot 


“Our freshmen, in my opinion, are the 
most talented group we've signed in four! 
five years, As freshmen, they have a lotof 
maturing and growing up to do but that wil 
come With time and experience.” 


The BCCC yentor pointed 10 SCVER 
areas that will be m hiro i 4 
“The kicking. er 
it’s been in several yeas, We signed RY; 
Gale (a 61,711- pound product of @ 
Mountain High School in Birmingham, Ah. 





Pe No Baw enas 


Sept. 2 








7:00 
Sept. 9 at |tawamba 7:00 
Sept. 16 Southwest 6:30 
Sept. 23 . at Pearl River 7:00 
Sept. 30 East Mississippi 6:30 
Oct.9 — Copiah-Lincoin 2:30 
Oct. 14 at Gulf Coast 7:00 
Oct. 21 at Hinds 7:00 
Oct. 28 Jones County 6:30 
Nov. 6 MACJC state playofts begin 
Nov. 13 _ MACAC state ct ind 
who is a te ni us kicker and punter,” 
Underwood said. 


“Anthony Stanford (6-0, 195) of 
Louisville will be the backup punter and is 
also doing a good job, One of our quarter- 
backs, Jarius Neal (6-3, 213 of Pickens 
County, Ala.) will be the backup kicker and 
is also very talented, Cameron Tawater is an 


excellent:snapper ... we should have a real 


Solid Kicking game,” 

Althauamaibe Warriors will. be somewhat 
inexpe offense, the EC coach has 
been innpreved With the talents of his fresh- 
man Mire: sie Jarius Neal and Robbie 





Morse, Ma 6-4, 225-pound product of 
Walton Hi Sanoall in Defumiak Springs, 
Pla. 


’ “Both of these guys are very good and 
will bring a new dimension to the quarter- 
back spot, allowing us to-do a lot of things 
Offensively,” Underwood said. 

The backfield features returnees Darryl 
Mapp. Clinton, ne Kelvin Horne and 


aD Ficklin (5-10 ),, ,. 225) of Moron. and 
eS eo te : 





a. Ss + 


freshman Terence McFadden (5-9, 215), a 
product of American Heritage High School 
in Sunrise, Fla., all of whom earned 
Underwood’ § praise, 

Mapp runs hard, has great vision find 1s 
very physical. Thomas is also a quality back 
as is Horne, Who we moved to fullback from 
linebacker during the season last year. Horne 
is also very physical and is an excellent 
blocker.” 

Underwood ts*also pleased with the 
receiving corps. 

“Harris has great hands and is getting bet- 
ter every day. Chris Smith (5-10, 165 of 
Ridgeland) is also a quality receiver who was 
a starter last year and should do great thfags 
for us this season.” 

In addition to quality players on this 
year’s squad, Underwood is also pleased 
with his coaching staff, which includes four 
new members. 

Tim Coats returns as offensive coordina- 
tor and also serves as assistant head coach 
and quarterbacks/receivers coach, Chris 
Boone joins the staff as defensive coordina- 
tor. He will also coach defensive backs and 
works with special teams. 

New staff members also include Carey 
Melvin, who serves as defensive line coach 


and assists with special teams; Terry Evans, 


whose main area of responsibility will be 
coaching running backs; and Jame: and 
who's responsible for coaching linebackers 
and working with special (cams. 

All Warrior football pames car 
on KICKS 98 (98.3 FM) in Carth: 
ing veteran broade: mk ks 
Melvin Wooten of c 
Bar of Philadelphi 


rae 4 ef - 






®@ Melvin Wooten, Gilbert 
Barham are new radio 
voices for ECCC football. 


_ Special to the Record : 
A new voice will be heard on 
the radio this season broadcast- 
ing football games for East Cen- 
tral Community College in 
Decatur. 
Veteran broadcaster Melvin 
Wooten of Carthage will call the 
ction for Warrior gridiron bat- 
les, which can be heard on 
ICKS 98 (98.3) in Carthage. He 
ill be joined in the booth by 
game analyst Gilbert Barham of 
Philadelphia, a longtime sidekick 
/ of Mike Goodwin of Carthage 
who served as the radio voice of 
the Warriors for 19 years. Good- 
win recently sold his WSSI-FM 
(98.3) station to Boswell Broad- 
casting in Kosciusko, which now 










WCKK-FM. | 

Wooten previously served as 
the broadcast voice for Holmes 
Community College football 
games and continues to serve as 
the radio voice for high school 
football action on KICKS 98. He is 
also a former public address 
announcer for Leake Academy 
sports events. 


includes 20 years service as an 





operates under the call letters. 


His involvement in sports also 





| 
c 
Lane ‘ 


official for high school football, 

basketball and baseball games. 
Wooten is a graduate of Missis- 

sippi State University and East 

Central Junior College (Class of 

1969). 

He and his wife Yolanda have 


three daughters, Dana Wilcher of 


Carthage, DeAnna Russell of 


Tupelo and Hayley Wooten of 


Meridian. Melvin and his wife 
also have three grandsons, 
Logan, Chandler and Jon Dylan 
Wilcher. 

Barham has served the past 10 
years as a color analyst for War- 
rior football games broadcast on 
WSSIL-FM and most recently on 
WZKR-FM (103.3) in Meridian. 

He is employed with the Missis- 
sippi Department of Wildlife, 
Fisheries and Parks and current- 
ly holds the rank of master 
sergeant. 

He spent 15 years as an educa- 
tor and coach at schools in Leake 
and Kemper counties. 


Sebastopol Attendance Center. 
He was a member of the ECCC 
football team during the 1972 and 
1978 seasons and graduated in 
1974. He later earned a bachelor 
of science degree in English from 


Barham is a 1972 graduate of the University of Southern Mis- 


Gilbert Barham (left) of Philadelphia and Melv 
Community College football games, which can b 


aa ih 


sissippi. 

He is married to the former 
Sheila Coleman of Clarkdale. 
They have two daughters, Casey, 
17 and Codee, 15. The Barhams 
are members of Madden Baptist 
Church where Gilbert serves as 
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Th ore’s a new attitude 


Community 
md Fost 
uy CoLege head 
rrv Underwood 
spirit will turn 
ie 2004 campaign. 
‘.e Warriors, who 
to-hack losing 
ing the 
‘Za SuUc- 


ieal 


‘jn his seventh 


+ said he feels “real 


‘-am, which began 
in preparation 
nner Thursday, 
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‘Philadelphia, 


Horne, a product of Northeast 
Lauderdale High Schoo! in Meridian, 
tight end Cameron Tawater of 
offensive lineman 
James Ozment of Sumter (Ala.) 
Academy and linebacker Sed 
Eichelberger of Noxapater. 

Other top returnees include wide 
receiver Derrick Harris of Union, 

ilback Clinton Thomas of Ripley. 
(ailbacks Derrick Mapp of Newton 
County and Kenshay Hunter of 
Philadelphia, tight end Willie 
Hickmon of Lake, strong safeties 
Toney Edison of Collins and Jay 


McMillin of Winston Academy, free 


safety Brian McNair of Florence, 
nose guard Henry ~Smith of 
Aliceville, Ala., and defensive line- 
ian. Michael Johnson of pew 
County. 

-Underwood said the player's wap 
received preseason NJCAA honors 
along with the top returnees indicate 
the talent level.on this year’s squad. 

“I feel very strongly about this team 
from a talent prospective and 
from a sophomore  leadersh 
prospective, We brought back a solit 
corps of freshmen, about SeVEN», 
eight guys, that plaved aqot on | 
defensive side. 

“We probably have four or five (a 
saw a great deal of playing time op 
offense. Our freshmen, in my opin 

on, are.the most talented group 
woke sisfe™| ise four or five years, As | 


freshmen, they have a lot of maturing 
and growing up to do but that will 
come with time and experience. The 
freshmen also have a great attitude 
and work ethic, and want to win just 
a much as the sophomores,” 
Underwood said. — 

“The kicking game will be stronger 
than it’s been in several years, We 
signed Ryan Gale (a product of Oak 
Mountain High School in 
Birmingham, Ala.) who is a tremen- 
dous kicker and punter. Anthony 
Stanford of Louisville will be the 
back-up punter and is also doing a 
good job. 

“One of our quarterbacks, Jarius 
Neal (of Pickens County High School 
in Reform, Ala.) will be the back-up 
kicker and is also very talented. 
Camerori Tawater is an excellent 
snapper and we’re working on find- 
ing a back-up for him: 

“So we should have a real solid 
kicking game this season,” 
Underwood stated. 

Although the Warriors will be 
somewhat inexperienced on offense, 
he’s been impressed with the talents 
of his freshman quarterbacks, Jarius 
Neal and Robbie Morse. Morse is a 
product of Walton High Schoo! in 
Defuniak Springs, Fla. 

“Roth of these guys are very good 
and will bring a new dimension to the 
quarterbaek spot, allowing us to doa 
lot of things offensively.” Underwood 


said. 

The backfield features returnees 
Darry! Mapp, Clinton Thomas, 
Kelvin Horne and Justin Ficklin of 
Morton and freshman Terence 
McFadden, a product of American 
Heritage High School in Sunrise, 
Fla. all of whom earned 
Underwood's praise: 

“Mapp runs hard, has great vision 
and is very physical. Thomas is alsoa 
quality back as is Horne, who we 
moved to fullback from linebacker 
during the season last year. Horneé is 
also very physical and is an excellent 
blocker. — 

“Ficklin played a lot last year and 
we expect him to have another good 
season. McFadden is the lone fresh- 
man of the group. He has quick feet, 
great vision and is an exceptional tal- 
ent. 

“So I really feel that the backfield 
has great potential this year.” 

Underwood is also pleased with the 
receiving corps: 

“Harris has great hands and is get- 
ting better every day. Chris Smith (of 
Ridgeland) is also a quality receiver 
who..was a starter last year. and 
should do great things for us this sea- 


SOT. 
“We are also impressed with Chris 
Lark (of Pickens County High 


School), who will see a lot of action at 
receiver, 





1s 


rr 
= 2 





ECCC Photo 


‘ron Warriors’ set to begin season ... 


These members of the East Central Community College football team achieved the title of “Iron 
Warriors” after successfully meeting strength and conditional goals during workouts. Pictured 


are (first row, from left) Willie Hickmon, Henry Smith of Aliceville, Curtis Spivey of Philadelphia 
and Tony Edison. (Second row, from left) Paul Tolbert, Cameron Tawater of Philadelphia, Clin- 
ton Thomas, Hedrick Ficklin, Sed Eichelberger and Mantrell Ashford. (Third row, from left) T.J. 
Rushing of Philadelphia, Anthony Stanford, Marvin Pride, Ryan Jones, Robert McNair, Justin 


Ficklin and Justin Payton of Philadelphia. (Fourth 
Derrell. Ashford; Darry/Mapp, Kenshay Hunter. 


row, from left) Derrick Mapp, Prentiss Vivians, 
f Philadelphia,. Kelvin Horne, Derrick Harris of 


Union, Cedric Gray angidiqmy Coleman. EC opens Thursday at Northwest Mississippi. 
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WEEK OF (Liisi) 


East Central pushes 
oruniee to limit 


bm ital 

Northwest Misciscippi Communi- 
ty College got off toa rocky start on 
Thursday night but hung on to 
defeat East Central 14-12 in a sea- 


East Central's Jay McMillin, 

who had kicked two field goals ear- 

lier, was wide right with a potential 

kick with 2:50 left. 

The Warriors were picked to finish 

sixth in the South Division in a pre- 
oe of coaches. 

The Rangers scored i in the first 

k Lewis 








Terrance lalaoe. Jackson scored 
on a 2-yard run in the second quar- 
ter to make it 14-0. 

McMillin got East Central on 
the board in the second quarter on 
a 30-yard field goal. He added a 26- 
yarder in the third quarter. 

The Warriors’ Terrance McFad- 
den got loose for a 13-yard touch- 
down scamper with 12 minutes left 
in the fourth quarter. A two-point 
pass attempt failed. 

It was a sloppy game with both 
es 105 yards in penal- 
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By Marty Stamper 
EMG sports assistant 
DECATUR — For the 
second year in a row, the East 
Central Community College 
Warriors will have to fare well 
on the road to have any shot at 
making the state junior college 
playoffs. 
Only four of their nine 
games will be played at home. 
ECCC finished 2-7 a year 
ago after going 3-6 in 2002 and 


faces Se 
ed schedule that 


cee en nae. North- 
We feel like west Missis- 
we've got a ee Se 
1s ranke 0. 

chance to senaictiie 
have a good NJCAA pre- 


= season poll, 
and wail No. 5 Pearl 
competitive River, No. 13 
7 Hinds, and 
team, but No. 20 Jones 
what makes. along with a 
it even recarcnatinet 
. iSSISSIPPI 
tough tS team that 
the schedule received 
: votes. 
we p lay. The first 


Warriors coach [Our games 
Terry Underwood 4Ie with 


Northwest, 
Itawamba, Southwest, and 
Pearl River with only the South- 


west contest being in Decatur. 

“We're optimistic about our 
football team,” ECCC seventh- 
year head coach Terry U nder- 
wood said. “We feel like we've 
got a chance to have a good 
and very competitive team, but 
what makes it even tougher is 
the schedule we play. 

“We'll put our schedule up 
with anybody in the state of 
Mississippi. We don’t make our 
schedule, it just rotates and this 
is the first year of a two-year 
deal. 

“We open up at No. 2 North- 
west and we play all the nation- 
ally-ranked teams in the state ... 
Pearl River, Hinds, and Jones. 
And we play Itawamba, who 
may be as good as anybody in 
the North Division. 

“Then you've got your rival 
game with East Mississippi 
which is traditionally a good 
game. There's just a lot of 
tough contests out there. 

“We've got a very tough 
Prue We've got our hands 

While the Warriors were 
only 2-7 a vear ago, thev hada 


Hard- traveling Warri 





2003: 2-7 


2003 Finish: Did not qualify for playoffs 


Head Coach: Terry Underwood (28-31, seventh year) 
Assistant Coaches: Tim Coats, Chris Boone, Carey Melvin, Terry | 


Evans, James Keys 
Division: MACJC South 


Returnees: Kelvin Horne, RB; Cameron Tawater, TE; James Ozment, — , 


| OL; Sed Geeese’, LB; Mantrell Ashford, DE 





iL. : 2004 | Schedule ee 
Sept. 2 at Northwest 
Sept. 9 at Itawamba 
Sept. 16 Southwest 
Sept. 23 at Pearl River 
Sept. 30 East Mississippi 
Oct. 9 Copiah-Lincoln 
Oct. 14 at Gulf Coast 
Oct. 21 at Hinds 
Oct. 28 


Jones 





2003 Results — 


Holmes 
Northeast 
Pearl River 
Gulf Coast 
Copiah-Lincoin 
Jones 

Hinds 
Northwest 
aia 





1994 

1935 

1996 

1997 

1998 

1999 

2000 

2001 

2002 

2003 

10-year record 

record since 1946 
| * denotes playoff appearance 


four-point tae to Northeast 


9-51 
254-313-186 


— compiled by Marty Stamper 


Hinds, and a Tnenoint los to 


Mississippi, a 10-point loss to Northwest. 


Jones, a seven-point loss to 
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NICAA neaeeeson: honore : 
mention All-Americans. They 
acces Kelvin Horne 
6-0, 225), tight end Cameron 
awater, offensive lineman 
James Ozment (6-5, 350), line- 
backer Sed Eichelberger (6-0, 
230), and defensive end 
Mantrell Ashford. 

Other top returnees include 
wide receiver Derrick Harris, 
fullback Clinton Thomas, tail- 
backs Derek Mapp and Ken- 
shay Hunter, tight end Willie 
Hickmon, strong safeties 
Toney Edison and _— Jay 
MeMillin, free safety. Brian 
McNair, nose guard Henry 
Smith, and defensive lineman 


See ECCC 
Page 28 





6-0 
| Sed Eichelberger 6-0 
Anthony Carothers DB §-9 
Jonathan Thornton WR/DB 5-10 
Michael Johnson DT 5-10 
George Maddox DT 6-1 
| Rayshawn Smith DB 5-7 
LB 5-9: 
FS 6-0 
Ss 5-11 
DB 6-0 
DL 6-2 
DB 5-9 
LB 5-10 
OL.» 69 
DE 6-2 
LB 5-10 
LB 6-1 
DB 5-11 
LB 5-10 
s 6-0 
LB 5-9 
DL 6-3 
$s 6-3 
DL 5-8 
Jimmy Coleman E 6-2 
Courtney Coleman DE 6-0 
Pg mmell LB 6-0 
| Gordon DB 6-0 
owen Cooley DL 5-11 
Hedrick Ficklin LB 6-1 
| Joe Mingo WR/DB 6-0 
“Tery Hopkins. LB 6-2 





Derek Mapp 
Darryl Mapp 

Eric Lyons 

Deon Washington 
Letez Fortune 
Willie Hickmon 
Josh Hinton 
Cameron Tawater 
Chris Smith 
Nathan Weaver 
Ryan Gale 
James Ozment 
Josh Moore 


daria Neal 
Clinton Thomas 
Alex West. 
Javares Dobbins 
David Ross 
Robbie Morse 
Justin Ficklin 
Derrick Harris. 
Lamar Johnson 
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East Central at Northwest 


‘The Warriors travel to Senatobia 
Thursday to take on the second-ranked 
Rangers of Northwest Mississippi. Kickoff 
at Bobby Franklin Field at Ranger Stadium 
is set for 7 p.m. 

Northwest returns 25 lettermen, only 
six of whom started on last year's 8-2 team. 
ECCC has 11 starters back from a 2-7 


squad. 
"The kids are excited," ECCC head 
coach Terry Underwood said. "They've 
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had a good attitude and worked real bird 
in preseason practice. Obviously, with it 
being game week, they have a little extra 
bounce in their step. 

"We've got a very formidable opponent 
in Northwest at their place, so we've got a 
towgh task in front of us. 

"They lost a lot of defensive starters 
and will be younger on defense than they 
were last year. Offensively, they've got 
more starters back." 

Expected to start at quarterback for 
Northwest is Lewis Kuffuor (6-0, 200), a 
transfer from Tennessee Tech, 

Ranger defensive leaders will be soph- 
omore cornerbacks Marcus Connor (6-0, 
190) and Patrick Travis (5-9, 175). 

"We're kinda vice versa," Underwood 
said. "Our defense has got six or seven 
starters back where we only have three 
or four on offense. Maybe it will make for a 
decent matchup." 

Leading ECCC on offense are freshman 
quarterbacks Jarius Neal (6-3, 215) and 
Robbie Morse (6-3, 220), freshman run- 
ning back Terrance McFadden (5-10, 205), 
and ea wide receiver Chris Lark (6- 
2, 190). 

"We expect to play both quarterbacks," 


_ Underwood said. "Both have been doing 
well. They're both very talented athletes 


that can run and throw. 
: "Tl think we have more weapons than 
we've had in several years." 

Franklin expects a tough contest. 

"We have to be ready because we know 
East Central will be," Franklin said. "They 
always play us tough no matter where the 
game is." 

Questionable for the Warriors are full- 
back Kelvin = (hamstring) and kicker 


Ryan Gale 


Northwest won last year's game 40-31 at 
Decatur and has taken five straight in the 


series. ‘re 
— Marty Stamper 
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Central Community 


No ‘holy roller’ for 


If moral victories mean anything, the East 
lege Warriors cer- 
tainly picked one up last 





Thursday night at Senatobia. by 

EC battled a Northwest Marty 
Mississippi squad that is 
ranked second nationally to the wire before 


lling 14-12. | | 
ie Warriors had a shot at pulling off the 
upset, but backup kicker Jay McMillin was 
wide right on a 27-yard field goal kick with 

McMillin, a sophomore who was filling in 
for Ryan Gale, who was limited to only a 
paetng role due to a groin pull, had made 

cicks of 29 and 25 yards earlier in the game 
despite not having kicked since his high 
school days at Winston Academy. 

“Jay practiced kicking only two days 
prior to the game,” ECCC head coach Terry 
Underwood said. “We did not lose the game 
because Jay missed the field goal. We lost the 
game because we did not capitalize on 
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opportunities we had to score, especially in 
the first half when we settled for short field 
goals instead of touchdowns. 

“Twas very proud of the way the team 
played. I thought we pleyed hard throughout 
the game. The biggest thing I was proud of 
was the attitude of our kids. Even though we 
were down 14-0 early against a top-ranked 
team, our team never folded and never 
stopped believing that we could win the , 
game. | 

“T think we can learn an awful lot from 
this game, but we have to get over the loss 
and move on. I'm really excited about this 
team and think we have a chance to have a 
really good year, if we can eliminate our mis- 
takes.” 

Northwest scored two touchdowns in the 
first half but could manage just two first 
downs in the second half with its starting 
quarterback, Lewis Kuffuor, missing three of 
six series with a groin injury. 

EC cut the Rangers’ lead to 14-6 early in 


=> 
Ors 


in 14-12 loss to NW . 


the third quarter on McMillin’s 25-yard field 


The Warriors scored their only touch- 
down with 12:27 left in the game on a 13-yard 
run by tailback Terrance McFadden. The 
freshman from Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., rushed 
for 119 yards on 24 carries. 

The Warriors covered 50 yards in 12 plays 
for their only touchdown of the night. 

Down 14-12, the Warriors attempted a 
two-point conversion, but fumbled the ball 





Linebacker Paul Tolbert set up EC’s first 

field goal when he recovered a fumble at the 
— ween Ranger 20. 

| Derrick Harris put 

the Warriors in business 


——— 


i a il to start the second half 


| with a 5l-yard kickoff 
| return to the Ranger 41. 
| The Warriors converted 
a fourth-and-7 with a 
fake punt, but again set- 


into the end zone on a pass play. The odds of tled for a McMillin field 
the two-pointer were already against the | goal. 


Warriors as a penalty had backed the ball to 
the 8-yard line. EC quarterback Robbie Morse 
completed a pass to tight end Cameron 
Tawater, who fumbled at the 2. The ball was 
recovered by offensive tackle James Ozment 





Harris set up EC's 
final shot at the win 
when he returned a 
punt 20 yards to the 
| NWCC 30 with 5:33 


in the end zone, but the score was wiped off Derrick Harris remaining. 
AE as Ozment was ruled to be ineligible to make McFadden had 
the recovery, unlike the Oakland Raiders’ three runs for 23 yards, but missed two plays 
infamous “Holy Roller” touchdown of NFL Continued on page SA... | 
LA lore. hal See ECCC... ft 
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g shaken up at the end of his second carry. His 
lashing attempt; a7-yard run, set up McMillin’s miss. 
i pork tgamis had plenty of first-game mistakes in he 

pyr z pea total of three pass int ; 
‘tions, two and 11 penalties. All three firs 
Score were set up by turnovers. 
= The Rangers’ first touchdown, a 23-yard pass from 
‘Kuffuor to Terrance Jackson with 8:25 left in the first quar- 





came four plays after a pass inteception by Rangers 


‘defensive back Timothy Jones. 
eS Gn ray ot Oe EC 4) by Arsenio Mocs set up 


ee fees cabbie the fri yard of the six-play drive, rac- 
ane sound Fi nt end on a toss sweep to score with 10:36 

taining in the second quarter. uor’s two-point con- 
weston pas fo Jackson gave the Ranges 2 140 lad | 
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| 2004 Bast Central ego iaity College Warriors 


Members of the East Central Community College football 
eam and their respective high schools are wide receiver 
1) Derrick Harris, Union; fullback (2) Kelvin Horne, 

ortheast Lauderdale; quarterback (3) Robbie Morse, 

Walton County (Defuniak Springs, Fla.); strong safety (4) 

Tony Edison of Collins; tailback (5) Terrance McFadden, 
American Heritage (Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.); wide receiver (6) 

Chris Smith, Ridgeland; defensive end (7) Mantrell 
Ashford, Louisville; fullback (8) Clinton Thomas, Ripley; 
strong safety (9) Cedric Gray, Scott Central; free safety (10) 

Jay McMillin, Winston Acaemy; linebacker (11) Paul 

Tolbert, Clinch County (Homerville, Ga.); free safety (12) 
Anthony Stanford, Louisville; tight end (13) Cameron 
Tawater, Philadelphia; linebacker (14) Sed Eichelberger, 
Noxapater; quarterback/wide receiver (15) Jarius Neal, 
Pickens County (Tusca-loosa, Ala.); kicker/punter (18) 
Ryan Gale, Oak Mountain (Birmingham, Ala.); wide 
receiver (19) Chris Lark, Pickens County (Reform, Ala.); 
é6rnerback (21) Joe Mingo, Clinch County (Homerville, 
Ga.); linebacker (23) Hedrick Ficklin, South Leake; tail- 
Hack (24) Darry! Mapp, Newton County; cornerback (#25) 


Nick Robinson, Morton; cornerback (26) Marcus 
Arrington, Heidelberg; linebacker (30) Derrell Ashford, 
Louisville; tailback (32) JiMichael Gordon, Hillcrest 
(Tuscaloosa, Ala.); fullback (34) Justin Ficklin, Morton; 
linebacker (35) Derek Mapp, Newton County; defensive 
end (36) Courtney Coleman, Louisville; linebacker (38) 
Derrick Qualls, Forest; cornerback (39) RayShawn Smith, 
Paul W. Bryant (Tuscaloosa, Ala; linebacker (40) T.J. 
Rushing, Neshoba Central; free safety (42) Brian McNair, 
Florence; cornerback (43) Jonathan Thornton, Morton; 
defensive end (44) Greg Hathorn, Louisville; linebacker 
(45) Prentiss Vivians, Forest; linebacker (46) Maurice 
McDonald, West Lauderdale; linebacker (47) Ken Gordon, 
Morton; center (52) Nathan Weaver, Columbus; offensive 
guard (54) Josh Moore, Neshoba Central; offensive guard 
(60) Leroy Bowden, Newton; offensive tackle (62) Jimmy 
Coleman, Forest; offensive tackle (65) Derrick Cleveland, 
Newton County; offensive tackle (66) James Ozment, 
Sumter Academy (Eppes, Ala,); ‘arr guard (70) 
Montero Baker, Columbus; center (71) Javares bins, 
Tuscaloosa County (Tuscaloosa, Alas offensive (72) 






Jimmy Spencer, Hillcrest (Tuscaloosa, Ala.); offe 
guard (75) Josh Curry, Tuscaloosa Central (Tusca 
Ala.); wide receiver (80) Letez Fortune, South Le 
end (81) Willie Hickmon, Lake; wide receiver (8 
West, Southeast Lauderdale; wide receiver (84) ¢ 
Caraway, Newton; wide receiver (86) Eric Lyons, 
Philadelphia; defensive back (87) [von Hickmor 
noseguard (90) Henry Smith, Aliceville (Alicevi 
linebacker (95) Trey Hopkins, Noxapater; defen: 
(96) Kendrick Perry, Hillcrest (Tuscaloosa, Ala.); 
tackle (97) Michael Johnson, Newton County; dt 
tackle (98) Greg Cooley, Heidelberg; noseguard 
George Maddox, Tuscaloosa County (Tuscaloosa 
managers Patrick Woodward, Winston Academy 
Carter, Noxapater; Josh Crowson, Winston Acad 
Ryals, Kemper Academy; Michael Fondren, Uni 
Wood, Kemper Academy; and Patrick Leone, W: 
Academy; and coaches Terry Underwood (head) 
Keys, Terry Evans, Cary Melvin, Chris Boone ar 
Coats; and athletic trainer Derrick Jones, Rush § 
Medicine Team. (ECCC Photo) 
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. “py was: a of our team 
‘with the effort we put forth. We 
‘never quit. Hf we eliminate our 
mistakes, we feel like we 
‘should have won the game. 
sively, we've got to be 
Here consistent. We did some 
good things and moved the 
‘ball, but we hurt ourself more 
eo the defense did. We were 
oo inconsistent. We got penal- 
ties and made PSE ge 
Stat we've got to eliminate all 


"Defensively, I thought we 
«Sone ae but me had 
some es that kept some 
drives alive. Had it not been for 
them, they may not have gotten 
14-points.. mg Tan 

"There's a lot of room for 
improvement all around 

"We're disappoin but 
oe ve not ee heads down." 

_, Itawamba lost 46-23 at Pearl 
River last aa giving 1 
passing yards to C's Jimmy 
Oliver in just three quarters. 

yt see Our. matchy pihis 
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East Central’s home opener 
moved to Saturday at 2 p.m. 


from staff reports The Warriors rank third in the state against the run, 
After getting their first win of the season last week at allowing 73 yards while giving up 161 through the air. 
Itawamba, the East Central Community College War- Southwest allows a league-worst 218 yards 6n the 
Hors launch MACIC South Division play Saturday with ground and 97.5 through the air. 
the Southwest Mississippi Bears coming to Decatur. 
The contest, originally slated for Thursday night, 
has been pushed back to 2 p.m. Saturday due to Hurri- 
cane lvan. : 
ECCC knocked off Itawamba 10-7 last week with 
freshman Ryan Gale's 52-yard field goal being the dif- 
ference. 
"We're excited to get our first win," ECCC head 
coach Terry Underwood said. "We felt like Itawamba 
was a quality team. 
"Offensively, we improved a lot. We had about 330 
total yards with 270 on the ground. We moved the ball 
well, but didn't get it in the end zone as much as we 
wanted to. We've got to get better in the red zone area. 
"Defensively, we played an outstanding game. They 
had 21 rushing attempts for 32 yards and 130 yards 
passing. Any time you hold anybody under 200 yards 
total offense, that's pretty doggone smokey. 
"Our kicking game was good. Ryan Gale had seven 
punts for a 39-yard average and pinned them inside the 
10 twice in addition to the 52-yard field goal. 
"It was a good win and hopefully we can continue to 
improve." : | 
The Bears come in 0-2 with a 9-0 loss to Northeast 
Mississippi and a 27-20 setback to Northwest Missis- 
sippi. 
"That's very misleading," Underwood said of the 
Bears! record, "They're a lot better team than their 
record shows. They squandered all kinds of opportuni- 
ties against Northeast. 
"What they've been having, more or less, is growing 
pains. They've only got 13 sophomores on the roster. 
"They're very talented. Defensively, they run to the 
ball well. Offensively, they come at you in a lot of ways. 
We've got our hands full. 
"For us, it's our first home game which I hope will 
motivate us even more. 
"We expect a very tough contest." 
Southwest averages 128 yards rushing and 137 yards 
passing. ECCC is rushing for a league-best 228.5 yards 
while passing for 69. ECCC's Terrance McFadden is 
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Daily Journal 
FULTON — When push 
came to shove Thursday 
against the East Central War- 
riors, it seemed the Itawamba 
Community College Indians 


were going the wrong way 
| mostof 7 | 
In their home opener, the. 


the evening. 


Indians fell prey to not enough 
productivity from Ken Topps 
and too much production from 
the Warriors rushing offense 
we as East Cen- 
tral claimed a 
10-7 victory. 


NE db 

5 biggest dif- 
' ference. in 
the game, no 
doubt, was 


| that they controlled the line of 


scrimmage,” Itawamba coach 
Jeff Terrill said. “It's hard to 
come out on top when a team 
does that against you.” 

Topps was a significant part 
of the Indians. offense, col- 
lecting for 148 yards on 18-0f-29 
passing while adding another 
22 yards rushing. But the total 
offense for the Indians was 150 


yards, exactly half of the War- 
riors' 300 total yards of offense. 


But when Topps is:on, ICC 


(0-2) can be dangerous. The 
— Indians certainly had the War- 
riors' attention in the second. 


half when Itawamba produced 
its only points of the contest. 
Taking advantage of a 
fumble recovery, ICC marched 
45 yards in five plays. The 
touchdown came on a pump- 


fake by Topps, who then found — 
a wide-open amarcus 


Windham for a 27-yard score 


APPEARED that cut the East Central lead to 
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‘past Itawamba, 10-7 


10-7 with 3:11 left in the third 
quarter. 
The Indians then put 


together a nice series in the 


fourth quarter, which turned 
out to be their last chance of 
the contest. 

Starting at their own 20-yard 
line, Topps connected on five 


_passes with Windham, Nikita 


stover, and Chris Coach, That 
took ICC down to the Warriors 
35-yard line. _ 

But on fourth down and two, 
Topps took off on an option run 
and came up shy of keeping the 
drive alive with 2:27 remaining 
to play. 

East Central then basically 
ran the clock out, with ICC also 
fumbling a punt with nine sec- 
onds to play. 

“The offense executed well 
at times, but we've got to get 
more consistency,” Terrill said. 
“We've got to have a running 
ame, and not having that 
urt.” 


h 
East Central also took advan- 
tage of a short field the only 


time it got into the end zone. 


Going 47 yards in eight plays, 
Terrance McFadden ran the 
last six yards on a simple pitch 
to give the Warriors a 7-0 lead 
with 3:50 left in the first 
quarter. | 

. The punting of Michael 
Gibson gave Itawamba some 
semblance of control, pinning 
the Warriors inside their own 
10-yard line on four 

different occasions. 

East Central earned what 
proved to be the winning 
margin of the first possession of 
the second half as Ryan Gale 
hit a 51-yard field goal fora 10- 
0 lead. | 
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already 
"It 


coach Terry Underwood 
said. "The last two weeks 
we've taken three-hour trips 
to play a game and coming 
back after each game we've © 
had a flat tire. | 
"The first game (at North- _ 


west), we didn't get in until 5 


o'clock in the morning and 
last week (at Itawamba) we 





didn't get in until 3 o'clock in U 


the morning. 


"| can tell you one thing, we won't have a 


flat tire this week." 


And if they do, they can walk to the dorms. 
The Warriors are scheduled to host South- 
west Mississippi on Saturday at 2 p.m. The 
contest was originally slated for Thurs 
night, but has been postponed due to 


cane Ivan. 


Making the tire situation even more bizarre 
is that one week it happened on ECCC's bus 
and the other time it happened on a char- 


— Marty Stamper 
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wish to bring along a NASCAR pit crew when 
the Warriors hit the road for football games 
this fall. It would have been handy twice 


'g been kind of tough," ECCC head 
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FCCC 
slips by 
SMCC 


By Marty Stamper 
staff writer 

DECATUR — With the likes 
of Pearl River, Hinds and Jones 
looming on both of their sched- 
ules, opening MACIC South 
Division play with a win Sat- 
urday afternoon was imperative 
for both the East Central Com- 
munity College Warriors and 
the Southwest Mississippi 
Community College Bears. 

The host Warriors scored 10 
points in a span of less than 
three minutes in the second 
quarter to take a 17-6 victory 
over the Bears from Summit. 

ECCC improved to 2-1 
overall and 1-0 in the division. 
Southwest fell to 0-3 and 0-1. 

“It was a good team win, but 
I thought in the second half we 
relaxed,” said ECCC head 
coach Terry Underwood. “All 
in all, we won and we're proud 
to win. We're 1-0 in the division 
and that’s the biggest thing.” 

The Bears lost three fum- 
bles and had two passes picked 
off to remain winless. 

“Defensively, we played well 
enough to win,” said Southwest 
head coach Dom Green. “We 
didn’t keep them out and they 
imade a couple of big plays on 
us, but offensively we can't give 
them all those chances and 
expect to win. 
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PHOTO BY PAULA MERRITT / THE MERIDIAN STAR 


SCORING A WIN : 
Above, East Central's Kelvin Home goes airborne over Southwest's Fred Marshall. Below, East 
Central’s Terrance McFadden lunges for extra yardage as he gets tackled by Southwest defenders. 
ECCC won 17-6. | 














APPEARED IN: 
LAKE MESSENGER _ . CARTHAGINIAN 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES __ ‘NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
UNION APPEAL __ NEWTON RECORD _ 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL _ MERIDIAN STAR |~ 
SPIRIT OF MORTON ___ | CLARION-LEDGER 


IMPACT 








“It’s just a matter of making 
mistakes and we had enoug 


for a season today. We'll never 


win a game with that many mis- 
takes.” 

The Warriors started at the 
Bears 45 on their first posses- 
sion following a 30-yard punt 
into a stout north wind, but 
ee was unable to move the 


-ECCC partial! ked ; 
Southwest punt later in the 
quarter, but after taking over 
at the Bears 35, Ryan Gale 
recy short on a 45-yard 

The Bears lost a fumble on 
their next play from scrim- 
mage, but Gale’s 46-yard field 
: goa br abiid left upright and 


back. 
_ECCC’s Brian MeNair 
picked off a Wally Cummins 
pass early in the second 
quarter. The Warriors reached 








the Bears 8, thanks to a 35-yard 


from Robbie Morse to 
errick Harris, but Gale 
missed to the left on a 27-yard 
attempt. 

‘The Warriors covered 66 
yards to finally put the first 
points on the board with 5:58 
left in the half. On the drive, 
Morse hit Harris with a 31-yard 


blocked a- 


gain and Chris Lark with recep- 
tions of nine, 12 and 20 yards. 
Terrance McFadden scored the 
touchdown on a one-yard run. 

A high snap to Cummins in 
shotgun formation resulted in 
ECCC’s Courtney Coleman 
coming up with a fumble 
recovery at the Southwest 28. 
Jay McMillan booted a 29-yard 
field goal with 3:11 to go in the 
half for a 10-0 lead. 

Southwest threatened just 
before halftime, but Royce 


Fonte’s 49-yard field goal was | : 


well off target. 

The Warriors took advan- 
tage of a muffed punt to score 
on their first possession of the 


second half. Southwest's | 


Michael Lewis was unable to 
hang onto the ball, and ECCC’s 
Cameron Tawater recovered at 
the Bears 43, Chris Smith 
scored on *a six-yard end 
around as the Warriors went 
up 17-0 with 10:18 to go in the 
third quarter. 

“We challenged the guys to 
come out and assert theirselves 
and we did,” Underwood said. 
“We go down and score and go 
up 17-0, but after that, we 
rested. | felt like we got sloppy 
after that. 

“Southwest has got a good 
football team, especially on 
defense. 


a TS fae 
, 


defensive football team, but our 
offense was inconsistent again. 
I think we are getting better. 
We threw and caught the ball 
better today than we have all 
year and they challenged us to 
do that.” 

The Bears got their only 
points with 14:16 left in the 
game when Micah Brown 
scored on a 3-yard keeper 
around right end. Fonte's kick 
sailed wide right, leaving ECCC 
with a 17-6 advantage. 

ECCC had one final scoring 


ms ans Boys Sree, ai 
“And we've got a good 





chance after Marcus ton 
picked off a Brown pass at the 
Bears 38, but Gale’s 52-yard 
field goal try hit the crossbar 
and bounced back. > 

The Warriors had 282 total 
yards with 176 coming ona 16- 
of-29 passing effort. ECCC had 
39 rushes for 106 yards. Harris 
had six receptions for 98 yards, 
while Lark had five catches for 
59 yards. arr 

Southwest finished with 174 
total yards with 105 coming on 
30 rushes and 69 coming on a 
9-of-28 passing effort. 
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ON — Ryan Gale’s 52- 
id gg tithe third 
adnaet goal in the L scrid 


improved to 1-1. They alas pt 10 
rushing yards on 22 carries from 
Terrance McFadden, who had a 5- 
yard touchdown run in the first 
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e road win. 


at Itawamba; host SW 


East Central Community College showed 
Thursday night at Fulton that the best 
defense can often be a good offense. 

While a 10-7 Warrior win b 
overthe Indians doesn'tsound jy 7 
like an offensive shootout, EC Stamper 
did control the line of scrim- 
mage and rack up 330 yards to ICC’s 150. 

“We're excited to get our first win,” ce 
head coach Terry Underwood said. “We felt 
like Itawamba was a quality team. We felt 
like it would be a tough game and it was. 

“Offensively, [thought we improved a 
lot. We had 330 yards and about 270 on the 
ground. We moved the ball well, but didn't 
get it in the end zone as much as we wanted 
to. We missed one field goal. 

“We've got to get better in the red zone 
area. | 
“Defensively, we played an outstanding 
game again. They had 21 rushing attempts 
for 32 yards, so we held them to 1.5 yards per 
rush. They had 130 yards passing. Any time 
you hold anybody under 200 yards total 
offense, that’s pretty dose smoky. 

‘We had a big fourth down late in the 
game where they were moving the ball and 
went for it and we stopped them. Sed 
Eichelberger and Brian McNair made a big- 
tiime play with the game on the line.” 

“The biggest difference in the game, no 
doubt, was that they controlled the line of 
scrimmage,” Itawamba coach Jeff Terrill said. 
“Ts hard to come out on top when a team 
does that against you.” 

The Warriors’ defense helped set up the 
first score as they dropped the Indians for 
eight yards in losses after ICC started a first- 


quarter possession from its 20. 

A short punt put EC in business at the 
ICC 47 and eight plays later, the Warriors got 
their only touchdown of the night on a 6-yard 
run by Terrance McFadden. Ryan Gale added 
the extra point for a 7-0 lead with 3:50 to go 


in the first period. 


McFadden finished with 109 yards on 23 
carries. For the year, the freshman from Fort 
Lauderdale, Fia., has 228 yards on 47 rushes. 

EC extended its lead to 10-0 on its first 
possession of the second half when Ryan 
Gale booted a 51-yard field goal. 

A Warrior fumble enabled the Indians to 
get their only points of the night. Taking over 
at the EC 45, it took only five plays for ICC to 
score on a 27-yard pass from Ken Topps to 
Lamarcus Windham with 3:11 remaining in 
the third quarter. 

ICC had one final threat, driving from its 
20 to the EC 35 with Topps connecting on five 
passes on the drive. 

Facing fourth-and-two, Topps was. 
stopped a yard short of a first down on an 
option keeper by Eichelberger and McNair 
with only 2:27 left in the non-diviston 
matchup. : 

EC worked the clocked down before 
punting and then Willie Hickman recovered 
a fumble on the punt with just 14 seconds 
remaining. 

EC is slated to host Southwest 
Mississippi, 0-2, Thursday at 6:50. p.m. 
However, if Hurrican Ivan is threatening a 
decision on whether to postpone the contest 
will be made today (Wednesday). 

EC’s games can be heard on KICKS 98.3: 
FM in Carthage. 
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East Central 17, Southwest 6 
DECATUR — — Central 
10 qu 





Bast Mirctonns siete aut 
TD came on Terrance McFadden’s 
l-yard run, and Jay McMillin 
kicked a 29-yard field goal. 

East Central, 2-1, went up 17-0 
in the third quarter on Chris 

Smith’s 10-yard reverse. 
Southwest, 0-3, scored in the 
fourth quarter on Micah Brown's 3- 


_yard ran, 
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Gale’s 52-Yard field lifts 


Ryan Gale's 52-yard field 


goal early in the third period — 


provided East Central 
i eg —— = ae 
1 0 victory an e 
Warriors’ first win of the 
2004 campaign - a 10-7 deci- 
sion over Itawamba 
Community College 
Thursday night in Fulton. 
_ Gale, a 
kicker/punter from 
Birmingham, Ala., is = 


hampered by 4, aryl 
but it’s obvious onthe 
road to recovery, much to the 


delight of head coach Terry 
Underwood. 


“He still has a slight tear in 
the groin, and he's about 70 
or 80 percent recovered from 
his injury. He had not kicked 
for about twoweeks, but dur- 


tts me = vi Solita ain 


so we decided to let him kick. 
His field goal was obviously 
the difference in the game. I 
knew he had the ability to 
make it and I was not scared 
to send him in. I don’t know 
if his kick is a record for East 


freshman 


Central, but 
it is definitely the longest 


‘kick I've seen since I've been 


matiog here,” Underwood 


ci now in his sev- 
enth season as head coach, 
said he was also pleased 
with his team’s overall effort, 
especially following a heart- 
breaking 14-12 loss to 
Northwest Mississippi 
Community College in the 
season opener, a game the 
Warriors had several oppor- 
tunities to win. 

“As far as the game itself, I 
was proud of the effort our 
team put forth and that we 
found a way to win. I thought 
our defense was once again 
outstanding, as we limited 
Itawamba to about 150 yards 
total offense. I was especially 
proud of Sed Hichelberger 
and Brian McNair who made 
a big-time play with the 
game on the line. Offensively, 
I thought we improved a = 
we did a lot of good thi 
during the game. But t 
biggest thing we are ‘ot 


doing is scoring in the red 
zone, and we've-got to learn 
to convert. But we did have 
over 330 yards total offense, 
thanks not only to our offen- 
sive backs but also our offen- 
sive line, which did a great 
job, Overall, it was just a 
total team win, and the bot- 
tom line is that our kids 
would not be denied. We're 
going to enjoy this win for a 
day or two then get ready for 
Southwest,” | Underwood 
said. 

Freshman ail | 
Terrance McFadden was 
again the workhorse for East 
Central, as he put the 
Warriors ahead for good with 
his six-yard tally with 3:50 
remaining in the opening 
stanza. Gale added the PAT. 

McFadden, a 5-10, 205 
product of American 
Heritage High School in Ft. 
Lauderdale, Fla., the 
100-yard mark in rt e for 
the second straight week. He 
totaled 109 yards on 23 car- 
ries against Itawamba and 
rambled for 119 yards on 24 
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ECCC past Itawamba, 10-7 


rushes in the Northwest 


game. 
e McFadden’ s touchdown run 


against Itawamba capped a 
47-yard march in eight 


plays 

” Gale’s field goal gave EC a 
10-0 advantage early in sec- 
ond half action, but follow- 
ing an exchange of posses- 
sion, the Indians found pay 

dirt when Ken 
Topps of Shannon hooked up 
with wide receiver 


Lamarcus Windham of 
Macon on a 27-yard pass 
completion with 3:11 left in in 
the third period. Jay Roberts 
of Ridgeland added the PAT. 
The Indian drive covered 
45 yards and took just five 


plays. 

Itawamba threatened to 
score late in the non-division 
match-up,but the drive was 
nipped in the bud with 2:27 


gpd shart Topps was 
on fourth and ing. 


two at the EC 34 by 
Eichelberger, a sophomore 
linebacker from Noxapater, 
and McNair, a sophomore 
free safety ton Florence. 
East Central was unable to 
run out the clock but 

regained possessién after 
Gale’s punt was fumbled 
and the Warriors’ Willic 
Hickman of Lake recovered 
the pi on the Itawamba 
36 with 14 seconds remain- 





East Central edges Itawamba © 


@ Aiter starting with two 
road games, Warriors set 
for home opener Saturday. 





The Newton Record 
Fresh off of an impressive 10-7 
victory over Itawamba last week, 
the East Central Community Col- 
lege Warriors open South Division 
play at home against winless 

Southwest this Saturday. 

Kickoff is set for 2 p.m. 
“Southwest is the best 0-2 team I 
have seen,” said ECCC coach Terry 


ees Underwood, as his 


ECCC team enters the 


game with a 1-l 
record. “They have 


an outstanding 

ws team and we are in 
ITAWAMBA fora tough battle,” 
Southwest 

dropped its opener 


to Northeast, 9-6, 

~ 4nd then fell 27-20 

to Northwest last week. ECCC 

dropped a 14-12 decision to Nerth- 
west in its season opener. 

“We are looking for a slobber 

knocker,” Underwood said. “They 


will come right at us. We were ina 
physical game last week, and we 
are going to be in another one this 
week.” 

Against Itawamba, ECCC had 
272 yards rushing and 60 passing 
for 332 yards in total offense. The 
Kast Central defense limited 
Itawamba to 148 yards passing and 
three rushing yards. 

“Our defense played a great 
game,” Underwood said. “They 
were just outstanding. If the offense 
can improve to this point, and I 
think they can, we have a chance to 
have an outstanding season.” 


Those receiving praise for out- 
standing play on the defensive unit 
included Michael Johnson, Court- 
ney Coleman, Mantrell Ashford, 
Greg Hathorn and Henry Smith. 
Ashford had four tackles, four 
assists and recovered a fumble. 

The kicking game also played a 
big role in the Warriors’ victory. 
Ryan Gale averaged 39 yards on six 
punts, and put the Itawamba 
offense inside its 10-yard line 
twice. 

“Our kicking game was solid, all 


See ECCC, Page 3B 
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BEC Wield post’ 1726 wit over Soutliwest 


McFadden 
one-yard 


Terrance 


Community | 
Warriors to a 17-6 win 
over Southwest 
Mississippi Community 
College Saturday after- 
noon in Decatur in the 
South Division opener for 
both teams. 

With the victory, East 
Central improved to 2-1 
overall and 1-0 in division 
competition, while the vis- 
iting Bears dropped to 0-3 
and 0-1. 

The match-up, originally 


scheduled for Thursday 
night, was moved to 
Saturday afternoon 


because of the threat of 
Hurricane Ivan. 

Coach Terry. Underwood 
was obviously pleased to 
begin division play on a 
successful note. 

“We're glad to get the 
win; anytime you win the 
first division game _ it 
means you're headed in 
the right direction. Our 
goal each year is to make 
the Perea s and winning 
the first division contest is 
obviously important. Our 
defense was again out- 
standing, as we held 
“Sout 


total offense. Our offense 
we opportunistic and 
Ey yed well enough to win. 

ere still struggling with 
our kicking game, but 
hopefully it will improve 
this week,” Underwood 


_ Academy, 


west to 175 yards 


second-best rusher with a 
116-yard average, scored 
with 5:58 left before half- 


time, sp fe nine-play, 


standout 
from American Heritage 
High School in Ft. 
Lauderdale, Fla., eet 
the day |, 
well below 
his aver-— 
age, as he | 
managed 
just 37 
yards on 18 | Bs 
carries. Jay | @ @ FP 
McMillin | gee go @e 
added the = 

PAT. McMillin 
McMillin, 

a product of Winston 
extended the 
Warrior lead to 10-0, when 
he connected on a 29-yard 
field goal with just over 
three minutes remaining 
before halftime. 

Smith, a wide receiver 
from Ridgeland High 


. School, gave EC its final 


points on a reverse with 
10:18 left in the third 
stanza. 

McMillin again added the 
PAT. The touchdown drive 
covered 56 yards and took 
just seven plays. 


yard eT Morente none 
from quarterback Robbie 
Morse to wide receiver 
Derrick Harris. Morse, a 
graduate of Walton County 
High School in Defuniak 
Springs, Fla., finished the 
day by completing 16 of 29 





a ranked 





hed pia PAA Seb ooeith cl 


ae A. a a | . * 
AE ACY i) Doty. 


the Warriors in receptions 
with six catches for 100 


yards. 

Southwest put its lone 
points on the scoreboard 
early in the fourth period 
when quarterback Micah 
Brown of Middleton, Fla.. 
crossed the goal line from 
three yards out. The a 
failed. 

Next up for ECCC are ee 
undefeated and nationally 
Pear! River 
Community College 
Wildcats, who host the 
Warriors at 7 p.m. 
Thursday in Poplarville. © 
Pearl River, rated fourth 
in the latest JUCO poll, 
defeated Co-Lin 35-14 last 
week. 

Underwood, who previ- 
ously served as assistant 
at Pearl River, said his 
Warriors face a “huge chal- 
lenge” this week against. 
the defending state cham- 
pions. 

“They are a very solid 
football team with very 
few weaknesses, if any. 

They have the state’s top 
offensive unit and their 
defense is also among the 
best. They also have a very 
good kicking game. But we 
are PORInE: adie to ‘dt. be 

ge» e 
ni ai erw. 4 od_ 


erate : 
The ECO” WS Pearl 
River game as well as all 
ECCC Warrior football 
contests can be heard on 
KICKS 98 (98.3 FM) in 
Carthage featuring veter- 
an broadcasters Melvin 
Wooten of Carthage and 


APPE stated. passes for 173 yards. 

= McFadden, who entered Harris, a former standout 
the contest as the state’s at Union Hig School, led 
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Winston County ‘Warriors’ | 

These athletes from Winston County are members of the 2004 East Central Community College foot- 
ball squad. Kneeling from left are defensive end Mantrell Ashford, Louisville; free safety Jay McMillin, 
Winston Academy; free safety Anthony Stanford, Louisville; and linebacker Sed Eichelberger, 
Noxapater, Standing from left are linebacker Derrell Ashford, defensive ends Courtney Coleman and 
Greg Hathorn, both of Louisville, and linebacke a aad Noxapater. The Warriors are led by 
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East Central, Pearl 


from staff reports 

East Central and Pearl River both bring 1-0 
MACJC South Division marks into Thursday's 
contest at Poplarville. Kickoff at Dobie Holden 
Stadium is set for 7 p.m, , 

The Warriors are 2-1 overall, while the Wild- 
cats are 3-0 and ranked fourth nationally. 

Pearl River leads the state in total offense, 
averaging 465 yards per game. Of that total, 
344.3 yards come through the air. 

Wildcat gear tet back Jimmy Oliver has com- 
pleted 55-of-84 passes for 13 touchdowns and 
1,016 yards in just three games. Josh, Barnes 
has 12 receptions for 295 yards, James 
Hollingsworth has 13 catches for 265 yards, and 
Larry Brackins has eight catches for 208 yards. 

"They're real good at it," Underwood said of 
the PRCC passing attack. "They spread the field. 
They'll go empty backfield with nobody but a 
quarterback in the shotgun. Very seldom do 
they take a snap under center, a 

"The thing that's unique is that Oliver's hard 
to get to. You can't hardly get to him and when 
you do, he's a great athlete and he can improvise. 
And they've got great skill guys. e 

"Larry Brackins is a great player. He may be 
the best one player in the league, not only at 
receiver, but returning punts and kickoffs. 

"They've also got some other great players in 
Hollingsworth and Barnes. : 

"They are a pass happy offense and they'll run 
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ae 
You want to make 
a team like this 
have to earn it. 
ECCC head coach: {i 


screens and draws as much 


as anything. Pearl River is going to live with the 


pass before they do the run, 

"Our defense has played extremely well 
through our first three games and now we've got 
the biggest challenge in a different style offense. 

"It would be great to go down there and hold 
them to a touchdown or two and we may can, but 
the whole bottom line is if they get something, it 


can't be cheap. You want to make a team like this 


have jo ®ardit, (Eat ore i : 
"From what we've seen on film, they get the 





quick strike and we hope we can prevent that. If 
we can, that keeps us in the game and gives usa 


chance." 7 
The Warriors knocked off Southwest Missis- 
sippi 17-6 on Saturday. 
"Southwest has got a good football team, 
especially on the defensive side of the ball," 
Underwood said. "I wouldn't say it was our best 
game. I wouldn't say it was our worst game. | 

















River tangle for lead 


would say we did what we had to do to win. 

"We threw and caught the ball better than 
we have all year, which is a very promising thing. 
Derrick Harris had his best game of the year. 
Robbie Morse is getting better and better each 
game. 

"It was a big win. Our defense was out- 
standing. We held them to a total of 175 yards." 

ECCC's defense ranks third in the state, 
allowing 214.3 yards per contest. Pearl River is 
second, giving up 174. 

Offensively, Harris has 14 receptions for 169 
yards. 

"We've just got to keep improving," Under- 
wood said. "We're 2-1 and a kick (at Northwest) 
from being 3-0." 
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East Central takes care of 
Southwest with 17-6 win 


The East Central Community College three minutes in the second quarter to take 
Warriors began MACJC South Division play the win and improve to 2-1 overall. 


with a 17-6 win over by Southwest fell to 0-3. The Bears lost three 

Southwest  Mississipp! Marty fumbles and had two passes picked off. 

Saturday afternoon in Stamper “Tt was a good team win, but I thought in 
Continued on page 25... 


tur. 
EC scored 10 points in a span of less than See ECCC... . 
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Scott County ‘Warriors? 


Ed 
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DECATUR-- These athletes from Scott County are members of the 2004 East 
Central Community College football squad. Kneeling from left are strong Safety 
Cedri¢ Gray, a product of Scott Central High Sehool; comerback Nick Robinson and 
fullback Justin Ficklin, both 6f Morton: linebacker Derrick Qualls, Forest: and 
comerback Jonathan Thornton, Morton. Standin g from left are linebacker Prentiss 
Vivians, Forest: linebacker Ken Gordon, Morton: offensive tackle J immy Coleman, 
Forest; tight end Willie Hickmon. Lake: and defensive back Ivon Hickmon of Lake. 
The ECCC Warriors are led by seventh-year head coach Terry Underwood. (EC 
Photo) 
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Numbers tell a lot about how well 





a football team is playing, and the | 


East Central Community College 


Warriors are certainly putting up | 


some favorable ones. 


The Warriors stand at 2-1 foliow- 
ing a 17-6 victory over Southwest on | 
Saturday. But in that game, the | 
numbers went the Warriors, way. | 


For example: 
* ECCC had a’ plus-five edge in 
turnovers. East Central had no 


turnovers while Southwest gave the 


ball away five times: 


+ ECCC’s defense stopped South- | 
west 11 of 13 times in third down sit- | 


uations: 


- ECCC’s offense made a first | 
down on nearly half of its third } 
mes (OW! situations; | 


and, | 
ccc * ECCC had a 295- | 
Fen 175 yard edge in |f— 


. £ total offense. 


"ee “The biggest 


SOUTHWEST thing was that we 


? turnovers,” said | 
— ECCC coach Terry | 


Underwood. “We 
had three turnovers 


in our first game against North- |i 


west, and one in the second game 


against Itawamba. We are holding | 
on to the ball and that,s a big part of | 


om ‘East Central scored twice in the | 
second quarter. First, Terrance | 
McFadden scored on a one-yard | 
run. Jay McMillan booted the extra | 
point and later added a 29-yard field | 
goal to give the Warriors a 10-0 lead. | 
Chris Smith scored in the third | 
quarter on a 10-yard reverse. The’ 


Bears got on the scoreboard in the 
fourth quarter on a three-yard run 


See ECCC, Page 3B 


did not have any | 





eH. 


ll ‘ty iy —— ae 





PHOTOS BY ROBBIE ROBERTSON/THE NEWTON RECORD 
East Central’s Derrick Harris leaps in the air moments before a catch against 
Southwest Saturday in the Warrior$ 17-6 victory, At top, lineman Henry Smith 
rushes the Southwest quarterback. 
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Defending state champs prove 


too much for ECCC’s Warriors 


From combined reports 


It was billed as a matchup between 
a high-powered offense and one of the 
state’s top defensive units. But last 
Thursday night, the offense proved 
much stronger, as the nationally 
ranked Pearl River Community Col- 
lege Wildcats cruised to a 60-14 win 
over East Central Community College 
on the Poplarville campus. 

The No. 4 ranked Wildcats, who 
improved to 4-0 overall and 2-0 in 
South Division action, entered the 
contest owning the state’s top passing 
attack. 

Freshman quarterback Jimmy 
Oliver, a product of East Marion High 
School, came close to reaching 
PRCC’s average of 344 yards at half- 
time, as he completed 19-of-31 passes 
for 278 yards and two touchdowns en 


second half, leading the W' 
one more score before taking the 1% 
off. He completed a 31-yard strike to 







sn 


- wide receiver James Hollingsworth of 


Hattiesburg during the 56-yard drive. 

East Central, which fell to 2-2 and 
\-1, had given up just 130.7 yards 
passing and 83.7 yards rushing prior to 
the meeting with Pearl River. The 
Warrior defense had also allowed just 
27 total points as ECCC won two of 
its first three games. 

The Warrior offense was also 
stymied for most of the night, and it 
was the defense that put team’s first 
points on the scoreboard when defen- 
sive end Courtney Coleman of 
Louisville scooped up a fumble by 
backup Wildcat quarterback Kyle 
Sellers of Oak Grove and rambled 12 
yards to paydirt. Sophomore kicker 
Jay McMillin of Winston Academy 
added the PAT. 

Sellers’ fumble was the result of a 


crushing tackle by freshman line- 


backer Ken Gordon of Morton. — 
The Warriors tallied again with 12 
minutes remaining in the contest, 


when quarterback Robbie Morse fired 
a 35-yard touchdown strike to fellow 
be freshman Chris Lark, a product of 


. 


‘Pickens (Ala.) County High School. 
icMillin again added the PAT. 
‘Morse, of Defuniak Springs, Fla., 
¥ 





PEARL RIVER 60 
EAST CENTRAL 14 


is a former standout at Walton County 
High School. He finished the night by 
completing 9-of-19 passes for 102 
yards. He also had three interceptions. 
East Central’s top rusher — freshman 
Terrance McFadden of Ft. Lauderdale, 
Fla. — also had a tough outing, as he 
could muster just 48 yards on 11 car- 
ries, 

Pearl River took the lead for good 
midway in the first period on a 12- 
yard scamper by running back 
Bernard Smith of Lake Wales, Fla. 
Oliver later tallied on runs of 6 and 5 
yards, and Chris St. John of Oak 
Grove booted all three PATs to com- 
plete the first quarter scoring. 


Oliver connected with 


Hollingsworth on a 19-yard scoring 


ke with just under 6 minutes left 


~~ before halftime, followed a short time 


later by a spectacular 77-yard punt 
return for a touchdown by All-Ameri- 
can Larry Brackins of Dothan, Ala. 
Oliver found wide receiver Brandon 
Fountain of Moss Point all alone in the 1 
end zone on a 5-yard scoring pass: 
play, and the Wildcats enjoyed a 40-0 
advantage at intermission. 

Pear! River tallied once in the third 
period when Smith crossed the end 
zone on his 9-yard scamper, and the 
Wildcats tacked on two more scores in |) 
the final stanza — a 34-yard strike 
from quarterback Tim Kulikowski of | 
St. Stanislaus to wide receiver Doug 
Debuisson of Gulfport, and a 3-yard 
burst by running back George Lev- 
erette of West Marion. 

East Central takes a break from 
division play this week by hosting 
long-time rival East Mississippi Com-_ 
munity College Thursday night. Kick- 
off is set for 6:30 p.m. at Warrior Sta- 
dium in Decatur, 
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CCC Football 
Coaches 






Leading the East Central Community College 
football program in 2004 are coaches (kneeling 
from left) Chris Boone, defensive coordinator; 
Terry Underwood, head coach; and Tim Coats, 
offensive coordinator, Standing from left are as- 
sistants James Keys, Carey Melvin, Terry Evans 


and athletic trainer Derrick Jones. (EC Photo) 
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Is to Pearl River; 


hosts s EMCC Thursday 





| Steve 
The Newton Record 
The East Central Warriors 
renew a historic rivalry 
Thursday night when they 
play host to the East Missis- 
sippi Community Lions. 
Kickoff is set for 6:30 p.m. 
“We haven't played East 
Mississippi in four seasons,” 
ECCC coach Terry Under- 
wood said. “But back in the 
days that East Central was 
in the North Division, we 
played them every year. 
They were our biggest rival. 
“This is still a big game. 
Our schools are close togeth- 
er and many of our kids 
played against their kids i in 
high school. This is an 
tsa game for both 


~ ris Mahodbetlabicle elt 
tough losses. East Central 
dropped to 2-2 overall and 1-1 
in the South Division after 
it leptin 
Community Col- 

lage, Sone Neancaiast ni 
into the game at 0-4 after 


Defensive end Courtney 
Sellers returned a fumble 
recovery 12 yards for East 
Central’s first touchdown. 
Later, quarterback Robbie 
Morse passed to Chris Lark 
on a 35-yard TD pass play. 
Jay McMillin booted both 
extra points. 

Morse completed nine-of- 
19 passing attempts for 102 
yards. He was intercepted 
three times. Terrance 
McFadden led the Warriors 
in rushing with 48 yards on 
11 carries. 

Several key players are 
ates by injuries, but 
are. expected to play. 
Cue Montero Baker 
played some in the Pearl 
River game and is expected 
to be back for East Mississip- 
pi. Defensive end Michael 
Johnson has a sore knee and 
defensive nose guard Henry 
Smith has a bad ankle. 








dropping a 35-26 decision to 


Mississippi Delta. 

Underwood said East Mis- 
Sissippi’s record is very 
deceiving, 

“They have played four 
tough opponents in Hinds, 
Pearl River, Delta and 
Itawamba,” Underwood 
said. “They have a fine foot- 
like us; trying to bounce 
back fromaloss.” * 

Pearl River led 40-0 at the 

AF half and never looked back. 
Though disappointed with 
LAthe loss, coach Underwood 
said the Warriors must put it 
SC behind them. 
“We were playing the No. 3 
Ut team in i nation,” Under 
wood said. “They brought 
W their A game and we didn't. 
“We are telling our players 
SFthis week to have short 
Memes et We still have five 
po a pea sd re can 
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ECCC trounces East Mississippi 


East Central Community 
College’s offense had its 
most productive outing of 
the 2004 season Thursday 
night, compiling 458 yards 
en route to a 44-7 thrashing 
of visiting East Mississippi 
Community College at 
Warrior Stadium. 

The Warrior. defense - 
which held the Lions to 
minus rushing yardage - 
also contributed to the scor- 
ing onslaught by contribut- 
ing a touchdown and forcing 
a Lion safety. 

With the win, East Central 
improved to 3-2 overall 
while East Mississippi 
remained winless in five 
tries. 

Warrior head coach Terry 
Underwood: offered words of 


praise for his offensive and 


of Meridian slipped in the 
end zone trying to avoid 
Warrior defenders. 

The Warriors tacked on 13 
oe in the second stanza, 

eginning with McMillin’s 
26-yard field goal. 
Quarterback Robbie Morse 
of Defuniak Springs, Fila., 
connected with speedy wide 
receiver Derrick Harris of 
Union on a 41-yard scoring 
pass play midway in the 
stanza, and McMillin added 
a 32-yard field goal late in 
second period. McMillin also 
booted the PAT following 
Morse’s touchdown pass. 

ECCC running back Darry] 
Mapp, a product of Newton 
County High School, added 
his name to the list of scor- 
ers as he tallied on a four- 
yard scamper early in the 


defensive units following the third period. McMillin 

lopsided victory: kicked the PAT, 
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“I thought our offense had 
its best game of the year. 
We're getting better and 
Robbie is getting more set- 
tled in our offense. Our 
offensive line played its best 
game of the year. They 
blocked well and we ran the 
ball well. 

“Our defense was also out- 
standing except for the big 
passing play when they 
scored. We've got a great 
defense; that’s our backbone. 
Not taking anything away 
from our offense, but that’s 
where it’s got to start.” 

East Central scored first in 
the longtime rivalry when 
tailback Terrance McFadden 
of Ft. Lauderdale, Fila., 
crossed the goal. line from 
one-yard out on_ the 
Warriors’ opening drive. 
Winston Academy product 
Jay McMillin added the PAT. 

The key play on the nine- 
play, 67-yard drive was Ken 
Gordon’s 47-yard run on a 
fake punt that gave EC pos- 
session on the Lions’ nine- 
yard-line. Gordon is a fresh- 
man from Morton. 

East Mississippi tied the 
contest on their first play fol- 
lowing the Warrior score, 
when quarterback Chas 
Brown. of Columbus hooked 
up with wide receiver Julius 
Randle of Starkville on a 77- 
yard pass play. Shawn 

illison of Hernando 
added the PAT. East 
Central took the lead for 
good on a safety late in the 
first quarter when Lion run- 
ning back Cordae Campbell 


Community 


The six-play, 46-yard 
march was set up when 
Warrior cornerback Marcus 
eine Je of Heidelberg 
picked off Brown's pass near 
midfield. 

East Central put 15 points 
on the scoreboard in the 
final stanza - a 33-yard field 
goal by McMillin, a 30-yard 
run by tailback JiMichael 
Gordon of Tuscaloosa, Ala., 
and a 20-yard fumble return 
by backup linebacker Ken 
Gordon. PATs were not suc- 
cessful following the two 
touchdowns. 

East Central had 24 first 
downs, compared to just four 
for East Mississippi. 

McFadden was again the 
workhorse for the Warrior 
offense, as he rambled for 
141 yards on 25 carries. 
Morse also had a productive 
evening, as the freshman 
signal caller completed 11 of 
26 passes for 197 yards. He 
had one interception. Harris 
was the top receiver with. 
four catches for 82 yards. 

The Lions had minus 40 
yards rushing on 27 carries. 
Brown completed seven of 
18 passes for 109 yards, He 
had one interception. 

East Central returns to. 
South Division . action this, 
week to host Copiah-Lincoln ~ 
College 
Saturday afternoon for 
Homecoming. 

Kickoff is set for 2:30 p.m. 
at Warrior Stadium. Co-Lin 


(1-4) fell to Gulf Coast 38-35 
Thursday night in 
Perkinston. 


Rarely have the East Central 
Community College Warriors man- 


handled any team by 
‘the way they did the Marty 
East Mississippi Stamper 


Community College 
Lions Thursday night in their 44-7 
non-division victory at Decatur. 

In bouncing back strong from 
last week's 60-14 beating at Pearl 
River, the Warriors racked up 511 
total yards on offense with 316 com- 
ing on 58 rushes. Terrance 
McFadden had 149 yards on 25 car- 
ries, while Darryl Mapp added 54 
yards on 11 rushes. 

EC freshman quarterback 
Robbie Morse was 13-of-27 passing 
for 195 yards. Derrick Harris had 
five catches for 86 yards. 

Not only did the Warriors dom- 
inate on offense, they held the Lions 
to just 67 total yards. Not bad by 
any standards, but even more 
impressive considering EMCC had 
a 77-yard touchdown pass in the 
first quarter. The Lions’ remaining 
44 plays lost a total of 10 yards. 


“1 thought our defense played | 


outstanding other than the big 
play,” EC head coach Terry 
Underwood said. “We've got a 
great defense. That’s our backbone. 
Not taking anything away from our 
offense, but that’s where it’s got to 
start, 

“| thought our offense had its 
best game of the year. We're getting, 





better and Robbie is getting more 
settled in our offense, Our offensive 
line played its best game of the year. 
They blocked well and we ran the 
ball real well. 

“Derrick Harris had a great 
game catching the ball. 

“Jay McMillin has stepped in 
and done a heck-of-a job kicking. 

“Really, it was a total team 
effort and a great win.” 

The Warriors improved to 3-2, 
while the Lions dropped to 0-5. 

It was the most lopsided game 
in the series since a 39-0 Warrior 
win in 1955. 

McFadden scored on a 1-yard 
run on EC’s first possession. The 
drive was kept alive by a 29-yard 
run to the Lions 9 by Ken Gordon 
on a fake punt. Jay McMillin added 
the extra point. 

The Lions responded on their 
next offensive play with their lone 
highlight of the evening. Chas 
Brown found Julius Randle behind 
the EC secondary for a 77-yard 
score. Shawn Millson’s PAT tied the 
game at 7-7 with 8:35 left in the 
opening quarter. 

“| think we took a step back- 
ward,” said EMCC head coach 
Roger Carr, a former standout 
receiver for the Baltimore Colts. 
“We just didn’t play a very good 
football game. We came out and 
made one good play.” 

As bad as it was for Carr's crew, 


| 
ECCC waylays EMCC, 44-7 


the score would have been worse 
had the Warriors not missed two 
short field goals and had two extra 
points blocked, 

A 33-yard punt by Anthony 
Stanford pinned the Lions at their 3 
and set up EC’s next points when 
Brown took a low snap on a knee in 
the end zone for a safety two plays 
later. 

McMillin booted a 26-yard field 
goal with 14:12 left in the first halt 
for a 12-7 ECCC lead. 

The Warriors extended their 
lead to 19-7 when Morse hit Harris 
on a short pass and the sophomore 
speedster from Union motored 
down the Warrior sideline for a 41- 
yard score with seven minutes 
remaining in the second quarter. 

McMillin added a 32-yard field 
goal with 59 seconds left in the half 
after the Lions kept a Warrior drive 
alive by roughing the punter. 

McMillin missed a 33-yard 
attempt just before halftime after 
the Warriors blocked a Jonathan 
Russell punt at the EMCC 16. 

The Warriors continued to roll 
in the second half. Mapp scored on 
a 4-yard run with 9:08 to go in the 
third quarter following an intercep- 
tion by Marcus Arrington at the EC 
46. 

A high snap on a punt attempt 
resulted in a 30-yard loss by the 
Lions and gave the Warriors the 
ball at the EMCC 15 early in the 
fourth quarter. 

MeMillin 
drilled a 32- 
yarder for a 32- 
7 lead with 
12:16 to play. 


End Zone Bound 
East Central’s Darryl Mapp scored on this 4 
Warriors’ 44-7 whipping of East Mississipy | 
Copiah-Lincoln Saturday at 2:30 p.m. for hm 
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A pair of 15-yard penalties on the 
Lions led to EC’s next points which 
came on a 30-yard run by JiMichael 
Gordon with 5:04 remaining. 

The Warriors’ final score was a 
21-yard fumble return by Ken 
Gordon with 4:07 showing, Lion 
backup quarterback Rod Stevens 
bootlegged left, but fumbled as he 
was hit and Gordon seooped the ball 
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SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 


DECATUR — East Central 
Community College's offense 
had its most productive outing 
of the 2004 season Thursday 
night, compiling 458 yards en 
route to a 44-7 thrashing of vis- 
iting East Mississippi 
Community College at Warrior 
Stadium. 

‘The Warrior defense -which 

held the Lions to minus rushing 
yardage - also contributed to the 
scoring onslaught by contribut- 
ing a touchdown and forcing a 
Lion safety. 
- With the win, East Central 
improved to 3-2 overall while 
East Mississippi remained win- 
less in five tries. 

Warrior head coach Terry 
Underwood offered words of 
praise for his offensive and 
defensive units following i 


but that’s 


blocked well and we ran the ball 
well. 

“Our defense was also out- 
standing except for the big pass- 
ing play when they scored. 
We've got a great defense; that’s 


our backbone. Not taking any- 


thing away from our offense, 
where it’s got to 
start.” 

East Central scored first in 
the longtime rivalry when tail- 
back 

Terrance McFadden of Ft. 
Lauderdale, Fla., crossed the 
goal line from one-yard out on 
the Warriors’ opening drive. 
Winston Academy product Jay 
MeMiilin added the PAT. 

The key play on the nine-play, 
67-yard drive was Ken Gordon’s 
47-yard run on a fake punt that 
gave EC possession on the 
jie. to oe -line. Gordon is 










lopsided victory: East | ; 

“T thought our offense had ite Seatee their f first play. following 
best game of the year. We're get- the Warrior score, when quar- 
ting better and Robbie is getting — terback Chas Brown of 
more settled in our offense. Coluniue hooked up hats me 

“Our offensive line played its receiver Julius Randle 
best game of the year. They. — Stai KV ~_* 

APPEARED IN: 
LAKE MESSENGER _ | 





SCOTT COUNTY TIMES “ 


UNION APPEAL 


WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 
SPIRIT OF MORTON 


(IMPACT 








WEEKOF (ct 


play. Shawn Millison of 
Hernando added the PAT. 

East Central took the lead. for 
good on a safety late in the first 
quarter when Lion running 


back Cordae Campbell of za 


Meridian slipped in the end 
zone trying to avoid Warrior 
defenders. 


' The Warriors tacked on 13 


points in the second stanza, 
beginning with McMillin’s 26- 
yard field goal. 

Quarterback Robbie Morse of 
Defuniak Springs, Fla., con- 
nected with speedy wide receiv- 
er Derrick Harris of Union ona 
41-yard scoring pass play mid- 
way in the stanza, and McMillin 
added a 32-yard field goal late in 
second period. McMillin also 
booted the PAT following 
Morse’s touchdown pass, 

ECCC running back Darryl 


Mapp, a product of Newton 


County High School, added his 
name to the list of scorers as he 
tallied on a four-yard scamper 
early in the third period. 
McMillin kicked the PAT. 

The six-play, 46-yard march 
was set up when Warrior cor- 
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Heidelberg { pickes a . 
pass hear midfield — 








fumble return Be heckum 
backer Ken Gordon. PATs 
not successful followir 
touchdowns. 

East Central had 24 | 
downs, compared to just 
for East Mississippi. 

McFadden was again 
workhorse for the 
offense, as he rambled for 
yards on 25 carries. 

Morse also had a produ 
evening, as the freshman sh 





caller completed 11 of 26 pa 


for 197 yards. He had one & 
ception. Harris was the 
reer with four catches & 


The Lions had minus 49 4 
rushing on 27 carries. Bo 
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East Central troun 


@ Warriors host Co-Lin this 
week for homecoming. 


| Steve Swogetin 





The Newton Record 

Kast Central head coach Terry 
Underwood was pleased with his 
team's 44-7 victory over East Mis- 
sissippi Community College last 
Thursday night. 

But now he is focusing the War- 
riors, attention on the Co-Lin 
Wolves. The two teams collide Sat- 
urday starting at 2:30 p.m. for 
ECCC’s homecoming. 

“We had something to prove after 
our loss to Pearl River (60-14), and 
our team responded very well,” 
ECCC coach Terry Underwood 
said. “We played our best game so 
far this season on both sides of the 
ball. Our backs played well, the 








offense and defer 
fronts did a pz 
job. Overall, it 
a great 
effort.” ial 
East Central 
upped its record to 
3-2 overall in the 
non-South Division 
contest; while Mast 
Mississippi 


(dam 








dropped to 0-5. 

The Warriors limited the Lions to 
69 total yards according to ECCC 
sports information stats. EMCC 
had minus-40 yards rushing while 
completing 11-0f:26 passes for 109 
markers. 

East Central exploded for 458 
total yards and 24 first downs. Ter- 
rance McFadden was the Warriors, 
leading rusher for 146 yards on 25 
carries, while freshman quarter- 





ECCC 


From Page 1B 


Former Newton County 


standout Darryl Mapp 
scored a touchdown in the 






- back Robert Morse completed 11-of — 
197 yards. 


26 passing attempts for 
His top receiver was Derrick Harris 
of Union, who caught four passes 
for 82 yards. 


McFadden scored ECCC’s first — 


points of the game on a one-yard 


run. Jay McMillan booted the extra 


point and the Warriors led 7-0. 


East Mississippi came back to tie | 
the game at 7-all, Then the War- 


riors, defense scored a safety when 


a EMCC running back was tackled ~ 


in the end zone, and ECCC led 9-7. 


East Central added 13 points in | 
the second period. Morse connected — 


with Harris on a 41-yard TD pass 
play and McMillan booted field 
goals of 26 and 32 yards and added 
the extra point kick as ECCC went 


up 22-7 at the break. 


See ECCC, Page 4B 


third quarter on a four-yard 
run. This was set up by an 


interception by ECCC 
defender Marcus Arring- 
ton. McMillan was true on 
the extra point and ECCC 
led 29-7 heading into the 
final stanza. 

East Central scored three 
times during the fourth 
period. McMillan booted a 
33-yard field goal. Later, 
JiMichael Gordon scored on 
a 30-yard run, and lineback- 
er Ken Gordon returned a 
fumble recovery 20 yards for 
a touchdown. Both extra 
point attempts failed. 

Coach Underwood 
stressed that the Warriors 
would have their work cut 
out for them this week 


ECCC’s Terrance McFadden 
breaks loose for some yardage 
against East Mississippi. 


against 1-4 Co-Lin. The 
Wolves won their opener 
against Holmes, and then 
have lost to three undefeat- 
ed teams — Northeast (5-0), 
Northwest (5-0), Pearl River 
(5-0) —- and last week, 38-35 to 
3-2 Gulf Coast. 

“They are a much better 


team than their record indi- | 


cates,” Underwood Said. 
“The teams that have beat- 
en them have a combined 
18-2 record. 


“They are big on. the ‘ 


offense and defensive frents. 
They throw and catch the 
ball well, and they mix the 
run into their offense. This 
is our homecoming and we 
want to do well but we have 
a tough game.” 
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FCCC hammers 
visiting Lions _ 
to tune of 44-7 


From combined reports 


East Central Community College's offense had 
its most productive outing of the 2004 season last 
Thursday night, compiling 458 yards en route to a 
44-7 thrashing of visiting rival East Mississipp! 
Community College at Warrior Stadium in 
Decatur. 

The Warrior defense — which held the Lions to 
minus rushing yardage — also contributed to the 


scoring onslaught by contributing a touchdownand — 


forcing a Lion safety. 

With the win, East Central improved to 3-2 
overall while East Mississippi remained winless in 
five tries. 

Warnor head coach Terry Underwood offered 
words of praise for his offensive and defensive 
units following the lopsided victory. 

“I thought our offense had its best game of the 
year,” Underwood said. “We're getting better ... 
more settled in our offense. Our offensive line 
played its best game of the year. They blocked well 
and we ran the ball well. 

“Our defense was also outstanding except for 
the big passing play when (EMCC) scored,” 
Underwood said. “We've got a great defense. 
That’s our backbone. Not taking anything away 
from our offense, but that’s where it’s got to start,” 

East Central scored first in the longtime rivalry 
when tailback Terrance McFadden of Ft. Laud- 
erdale, Fla.. crossed the goal line from a yard out 
on the Warriors’ opening drive. Winston Academy 


See ECCC, page 9A 
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Photo by Wright Griffis 


Fx-Union star Derrick Harris of ECCC makes a move on an EMCC defender. 


CARTHAGINIAN 
“NESHOBADEMOCRAT lL“ 
NEWTONRECORD 
MERIDIAN STAR 
CLARION-LEDGER. 











ra =7 x = _ ee + S| 


= a= 


preparation for you! 
next opponent,” ECCC head coach Terry 
Underwood said. "And a little longer to enjoy 
the win. 

"It was a total team effort last week, our 
best of the year in all three phases. We were 
pretty solid in every area. Everybody got to 
play. It was just a positive thing for our whole 
team, 

"Now we have to focus on our next oppo- 
nent," 

Copiah-Lincoln comes in 1-4, but three oi 
the Wolves' losses have been to teams that 
are still undefeated. 

"They're a lot better team than 1-4, They've 
played Northeast, Pearl River, and Northwest 
and they're all 5-0. Gulf Coast is 3-2," Under- 
wood said. "To say the least; they've played a 
very tough schedule. 

"They were ahead of Pearl River 14-7 in 
the third quarter and Pearl River ends up win- 
ning 35-14. They've played everybody tooth 
and nail. They've just come up short. They're 
probably the most improved team in our 
league from last year." 

Head coach of the Wolves is former Mis- 
sissipp! St. assistant Glenn Davis. The Wolves 
are averaging 23.6 points and giving up 36.4. 
ECCC is averaging 19.4 and allowing 18.8. 

‘It's a division game, it's homecoming, and 
a lot of things rolled into one," Underwood 
said. "There ought to be a lot of reasons we're 
ready to play. 
aoe Ms "They're the biggest team we've played to 
PHOTO BY PAULA MERRITT / THE MERIDIAN STAR _—« this point. They're really big, large players. It's 


BREAKING FREE going to be a huge challenge." 


| The Wolves defensive line averages 295.5 
East Central Community College's Terrance McFadden (5) looks to break free from a pack of pounds, while the offensive line averages 286, 
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defenders during the Warriors contest with East Mississippi Community gh ae this ECCC is 3:2 overall and 1-1 in the South 
season. East Central hosts Copiah-Lincoln for homecoming on Saturday, while Eas Division and still in the playoff hunt along 


Mississippi hits the road to face powerful Northwest Community College on Thursday night. with Pearl River. Hinds, Jones, and GulfCoast 
Co-Lin is 0-2, 

4 | ; : ee "If you go down two (losses), you're not 

Hh. | | Ce i Fr tral e i i | QO S WI | h out, but you're depending on everybody else,” 

dS : 7 ~} Underwood said. "You don't control your own 


destiny, so you want to fight to keep it at one 


re d d 1] e S fo [ h O In e C O agi l nh S ! As long as we keep winning, we stay in the 


division race and you've got a chance at one of 


those two spots." 


against Copiah-Lincoln — Marty Stamper 
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from staff reports fae . | 
it's rare when junior colleges get to enjoy : IBA DEMOCRAT 
sins for long in Mississippi, but the East Cen- It was a total team effort | 
‘al Community College Warriors got to savor last week. our best IN RECORD __ 


- 417 whipping of East Mississippi last 


reday nicht a little longer than usual as of the year in all three IAN STAR L Z | , 





© sext game isn't until Saturday against phases. | 
Lincoln. ‘Ss ON-LEDGER 
soft for the MACIC South Division con- , ECCC head coach 
Leon 
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: PHOTO BY KYLE CARTER / THE MERIDIAN STAR 
RUN IN THE RAIN 
East Central's Terrance McFadden (5) drags Co-Lin's Shadier Manning (11) while running in 
the rain during the second quarter of their contest on Saturday. East Central won 31-20. 
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East Central takes wet 
win over Copiah-Lincoln 


By Marty Stamper 
staff write 
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Division win. 


ECCC improved to 4-2 overall and 2-1 in 


the South half, while Co-Lin fell to 1-5 and 0-3. 
"It was a great team win," ECCC head 


coach Terry Underwood said. "It wasn't the 
prettiest thing, but the bottom line is we found | 


a way to get it done and we live for another 
week. Hopefully, we can build on it. | 
"Co-Lin has a good football team. They 
gave us all we wanted, but I'm proud of our 
guys for finding a way to win. We got stagnant 
in the second half, but all in all, we're just 
glad to get the win.” | 
The 11-point final margin wasn't settled 
until ECCC's Kelvin Horne broke a 32-yard 
touchdown run with 23 seconds remaining. 
Darry! Mapp had given the Warriors a first 
and-10 with a 7-yard gain on the previous play. 
The Warriors looked to have a safe 24-14 
lead after Tony Edison stopped a Co-Lin drive 
with an interception inside the ECCC 10. How- 
ever, the Wolves forced a punt and needed just 
one play to close to within 24-20 when Victor 
Williams hit Daryl Johnson with a 65-yard 
scoring bomb down the middle. Edison 
blocked Chris Blackwell's PAT, leaving the 
Wolves down by four points with 2:17 left. 
The Wolves took a 7-0 lead on the game's 
first possession, driving 62 yards in eight 
plays. Julius Roberson scored on a 10-yard 
run with 11:08 left in the first quarter. 
ECCC answered with an 11-play, 70-yard 
drive on its first possession with Cameron 
Tawater hauling in a 10-yard touchdown pass 
from Robbie Morse with 6:16 left in the first 
quarter. Jay McMillin's extra point was no 
good as Co-Lin led 7-6. 
~The Warriors went up 9-7 ona 33-yard field 
goal by McMillin with 12:47 to go in the 
second quarter. Morse injured a knee on the 
12-play drive that covered 65 yards and did not 
return. 
Jarius Neal took over and had the best day 
of his brief career at ECCC. On the Warriors’ 





| next possession, Neal hit a diving Derrick 


Harris in the right corner of the end zone for 
a 22-yard touchdown, After the Wolves were 
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ead with 6:18 left in the half. 

[thought Jarius did outstanding," Under- 
wood said. "We've played him more at 
receiver than at quarterback the last two 
games, but he gets his reps at quarterback 
during the week. When Robbie went down, he 
our team to the points it got. I was real proud 
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THERE IT GOES 
East Central Community College's Robbie 
Morse throws a pass during the first half of 
the Warriors’ 31-20 win over Co-Lin on 
Saturday afternoon. 
of him." 

Co-Lin closed to within 17-14 just 73 sec- 
onds into the second half when Roberson 
scored on a 2-yard run. A fumble recovery by 
the Wolves at the ECCC 20 set up the short 
four-play drive. 

ECCC answered the challenge with a quick 


score as Neal hit Harris over the middle at the 


ehieane hing ahead “Pout daylight for a 63 
cMillin's PAT gave the 
arriors a 24-14 lead with 12:44 still to go in 

the Spa | 
~The Wolves had their chances, but were 
unable to cash in, A block below, the waist 
penalty on first-and-goal from the 10 resulted 
in a fourth-down pass coming up two yards 
shy of the end zone with 8:31 to go in the 
game, 
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ECCC takes Homecoming 
win over Copiah-Lincoln 





From combined reports 


Backup quarterback Jarius Neal 
came off the bench to lead East Cen- 
tral Community College to a 31-20 
homecoming victory over Copiah- 
Lincoln Community College on a 
drizzly afternoon last Saturday at War- 
rior Stadium in Decatur. 

With the win, the Warriors 
improved to 4-2 overall and 2-1 in 
South Division action, while the 
Wolves dropped to 1-5 and 0-3. 

Neal, a product of Pickens County 
(Ala.) High School, fired touchdown 
strikes of 22 and 63 yards to wide 
receiver Derrick Harris of Union, and 
finished the day by completir i 
ll passes for 21] yards. He 
interception. 

Harris, a sophomore, had five 
catches for 140 yards. 

Neal replaced starter Robbie 





Morse, Who left the game late in the . 


pee set with a knee injury. 


“IMrsal80" freshman prodatr Gf 


Walton (Fla.) County High School, 
gave East Central its first points of the 
day when he connected with tight end 
Cameron Tawater of Philadelphia on a 
10-yard touchdown pass with 6:16 left 
in the initial period, 

Morse had completed 5-of-6 passes 
for 72 yards when he left the game. 

Also scoring for East Central was 
Jay McMillin of Winston Academy, 
who kicked a 33-yard field goal and 
booted two point-after-touchdown 
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EAST CENTRAL 31 
COPIAH-LINCOLN 2 





County also ran for a two-point con- 
version. 

Fullback Kelvin Horne of North- 
east Lauderdale had the other touch- 
down with a 32-yard scamper with 23 
seconds remaining that put the final 
touches on the victory. 

Co-Lin scores came on touchdown 
runs of 9 and 2 yards by running back 
Julius Roberson of Mendenhall, and a 
65-yard pass play from quarterback 
Victor Williams of G.W. (Fla.) Carver 
High School to wide receiver Daryl 
Johnson, a product of O. Perry Walker 
(La.) High School. Chris Blackwell of 
Franklin County connected on two 
PATs. 

Roberson finished with 112 yards 
om 22 carries, and Johnson had seven 


receptions for 186 yards. 


In addition to a successful passing — 
attack, the EC offense had-ameffective | 
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afternoon on the ground, compiling 
222 yards. . 

Freshman Terrance McFadden, a 
product of American Heritage (Fla.) 
High School, was the leading rusher 
with 137 yards on 28 carries. 

Receivers in addition to Harris 
included Chris Lark of Pickens (Ala. ) 
County High School, who had four 
grabs for 88 yards; and Tawater, who 
had two catches for 16 yards and one 
score. 

East Central will seek its third 
straight win this Thursday when the 
Warmiors travel to division foe Gulf 
Coast. Kickoff is set for 7 p.m. on the 
Perkinston campus. 

The Bulldogs are also 4-2 and 2-1 
following their 23-16 win over South- 
west Mississippi Community College 
last week. 

Warrior football action can be 
heard on KICKS 98 (98.3 FM) featur- 
WE veteran broadcasters Melvin 
Wooten of Carthage and Gilbert 
Barham of Philadelphia. — 
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___ from staff reports 
SCOOBA — Hey, somebody has to win. 
East Mississippi Community College's 


b. 


=) EYES’ON OPEN T 
% Central's Terrance McFadden {5) avoids a tackler during East Central's win over 
h-Lincoln on Saturday. ECCC visits Gulf Coast Thursday night. 


CC seeking first victory 


homecoming game against Holmes Commu-. 


nity College on Saturday presents the best 
chance for the 0-6 Lions to get in the win 
column. The Bulldogs are also 0-6. 

This marks the second straight season in 
which Holmes, the 2002 state champion, has 
endured an agonizingly slow start. The Bull- 
sons ee in 2003 before winning three of 

Holmes almost captured their elusive first 
win on Thursday against Itawamba Commu- 
nity College before the Indians pulled away tor 
a 20-12 win. 

Defense, or lack thereof, has been Holmes 
lownfal this season. That may provide East 
Mississippi's struggling offense its best 
chance in breaking out of a slump. Since 
scoring 26 points in its loss to Mississippi 
Gulf Coast Community College on Sept. 23, 
the Lions have found the end zone just once 

r game in losses to East Central Community 










be 


That quest may become noticeably easier 
against Holmes, which has given up an 


average of 32 points in its last four contests. 


College and No. 3 Northwest Mississippi - 
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EMCC's homecoming game kicks off Sat- 
urday at-2 p.m. 
— Will Bardwell 


East Central at Gulf Coast 


Thursday's MACJC South Division game at 
Perkinston will likely eliminate one of the 
teams from the playoff hunt. Both come in 2-1 
in the division and 4-2 overall. - 

ECCC defeated Copiah-Lincoln 31-20 Sat- 
urday, while Gulf Coast beat Southwest Mis- 
sissippi 23-16 last Thursday. | 

"It's two teams that are very identical in a 
lot of ways," ECCC head coach Terry Under- 
wood said. "Both of us are still fighting for a 
spot in the playoffs, along with Hinds and 
Pearl River. Both teams know it is a very piv- 
otal game. J 

‘They've got a real good football team. 
Their only losses are to Mississippi Delta and 


Jones and they're both top-notch teams. — 


“Offensively, they're very expire | 
, a big full- 


They've got great running backs, a big ft 

backy quarterbacks that can run the option 

and throw the ball, and outstanding receive 
"And they have probably the 


— guy (Dantrell Savage) that we've faced 
year. 
— Marty Stamper 
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EC stays in playoff hunt —— 


Like the Bee Gees hit from the 1970s, the 
East Central Community College Warriors 


are staying alive in the 
MACJC South Division race. | 

On an otherwise dreary, | esac dl 
drizzly afternoon, _ East ee 
Central knocked off Copiah-Lincoln 31-20 for 
homecoming Saturday in Decatur. 

EC improved to 4-2 overall and 2-1 in the 
South half, while Co-Lin fell to 1-5 and 0-3. 

“It was a great team win,” EC head coach 
Terry Underwood said. “It wasn’t the pretti- 
est thing, but the bottom line is we found a 
way to get it done and we live for another 
week. Hopefully, we can build on it. 

“Co-Lin has a good football team. They 
gave us all we wanted, but I'm — 
proud of our guys for finding a 
way to win. We got stagnant in | 
the second half, but all in all. | SOUT 
we're just glad ro sirgita ol Biss 

The 11-point margin | P 
settled until - EC’s 
Keivin Hore broke a 32-yard | 
touchdown run with 23 sec- | Hinds 


had given the Warriors a ods ; 
and-10 with a 7-yard gain on 
the previous play. 

The Warriors appeared to 
have a safe 24-14 lead after 
Tony Edison stopped a late Co- | 3" “05°! & 
Lin drive with an interception | * 
inside the EC 10. However, the | -_tae u 
Wolves forced a punt and | 
needed just one play to close to | + 
within 24-20 when Victor | F 


by 





wasn’t 





with a 65-yard scoring bomb 


down the middle. Edison blocked Chris 


Blackwell’s PAT, leaving the Wolves down by 
four points with 2:17 left. 

“That's the way we've been all season,” 
Co-Lin head coach Glenn Davis said. “We're 
just kinda good enough to get beat 
“Wee'we got to learn how & do the little 
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erson scored on a 10-y. 
run with 11:08 left in the first quarter. 

EC answered with an 11-play, 70-yard 
drive on its first possession with Cameron 
Tawater hauling in a 10-yard touchdown pass 
from Robbie Morse with 6:16 left in the first 
quarter. Jay McMillin’s extra point was no 
good as Co-Lin led 7-6. 

The Warriors went up 9-7 on a 33-yard 
field goal by McMillin with 12:47 to go in the 
second quarter. Morse injured a knee on the 
12-play drive that covered 65 yards and did 
not return. Morse is definitely out this week 
as well. 

Freshman Jarius Neal took over and had 
the best day of his brief career at EC. 
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After the Wolves were penalized for having 
12 men on the field, Mapp ran in a two-point - 
conversion for a 17-7 lead with 6:18 left in the 
half. | 

“I thought Jarius did outstanding,” 
Underwood said. “We've played him more at 
receiver than at quarterback the last two 
games, but he gets his reps at quarterback 
during the week. When Robbie went down, 
he stepped in and did an outstanding job and 
led our team to the points it got. I wag real 
proud of him.” Were 

Co-Lin closed to within 17-14 just 73 sec- 
onds into the second half when Roberson 
scored on a 2-yard run. A fumble recovery by 
the Wolves at the EC 20 set up the short four- 

——— play drive. ; 

EC answered the chal- 
| lenge with a quick score as 
| Neal hit Harris over the mid- 
die at the 50 and the sopho- 
more from Union pulled away 
- | and found nothing in front of 

| him but daylight for a 63-yard 
| touchdowan sprint to the North > 
end zone. McMillin’s PAT 
| gave the Warriors a 24-14 lead 
with 12:44 still to go in the 
third period. 

The Wolves had their 
chances, but were unable to 
| cash in. A block below the 
_ Waist penalty on first-and 
from the 10 resulted in a 
| fourth-down pass coming up 
| two yards shy of the end zone 
| with 8:31 to go in the game. 

A 17-yard punt return by 

————' Johnson put the Wolves at the 
EC 30 on their next possession. Co-Lin had 
first-and-goal at the 10 again only to have 
Edison pick off a Williams pass to kill the 
threat. 

The Wolves closed the gap to 24-20 on 
their next possession op the 65-yard pass 












trom Willams to Johnson but Terrance 
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air as Morse and Neal combined to go 13-of- 
18 for 282 yards. The Warriors rushed 50 
times for 174 yards, giving them 456 total 
yards. | 
Harris caught five passes for 139 yards. 
McFadden had 110 yards on 27 rushes. 
Co-Lin had 365 total yards with 137 com- 
ing on 31 rushes, Johnson caught six passes» 
for 165 yards. | | 
EC will seek its third-straight winfl 
1ursday when the Warriors travel to South’ 
Division foe Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College. Kickoff is set for 7 p.m. 







on the Perkinston campus. 
The Bulldace imnravod th 4 Paeseerl 3 








t Central’ ‘s Cameron Tawater gets ready to haul in a 10-yard touchdown pass 
ee Robbie Morse in East Central’s 31-20 win over Copiah-Lincoln Saturday 
afternoon. Photo by Jack Tannehill 


ECCC 


From Page 1B 
sarl River Saturday 






‘The Warriors are corm: 
ing off a hard-fought 31-20 
victory over Co-Lin this 
past Saturday. And it was a 
costly one as quarterback 
Robbie Morse went down 
with a knee injury. ay 

“Tt may be a torn ACL,” 
Underwood said. “We are 
going to the doctor on 
Monday. He may be lost for 

Backup quarterback Jar- 
ius Neal played well in 
relief, completing eight-of- 
12 passing attempts for 231 
yards and two touch: 
downs. 

East Central had 495 


total yards, 200 yards rush 
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"ing on 50 darries, and 295 


yards in the air. 

Terrance McFadden 
rushed for 128 yards on 29 
carries. Derrick Harris 
caught five passes for 139 
yards and two touch- 
downs. 

Co-Lin struck first as 
Julius Robertson scored 


ona 10-yard run. The extra 


point was good and the 
Wolves led 7-0. 

Fast Central bounced 
right back with a touch- 
down of its own as 
Cameron Tawater scored 
on a 10-yard pass from 
Mores. The extra point 
attempt failed and East 
Central trailed 7-6. , 

Jay McMillan booted a 
33-yard field goal early in 
the second quarter to Br 
Fast Central its first lead 
of the game, 9-7. Later in 
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yard TD pass play. Darryl 
Mapp ran in the two-point 
conversion and East Cen- 
tral led 17-7. | 
Co-Lin came right back 


with a score’ of its own as 


Robertson crossed the goal 


line on a two-yard run. The 


extra point kick was good 
and ECCC led 17-14. 

That’s how it stood at the 
intermission. 

Rast Central came out in 
the third quarter and 
seemed to take control 
when Neal connected with 
Harris again, this time on 
a 63-yard TD pass play. 
McMillan booted the extra 
point and ECCC extended 
its lead to 24-14. 

Co-Lin scored with. less 
than three minutes 
remaining to get back into 
the game. Victor 
passed to Daryl J 


Dertick Harris for a 22- 


Wilhams 
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{ \f + | 





on a 65-yard TD pass play. 
The extra ‘point attempt 


failed and ECCC led 24-20. 


\ 


With seconds remaining, © 


Kelvin Horne’ put the 


Homecoming victory on 
ice for ECCC as he scored 
on a 32-yard TD: run. 
McMillan was true with 
the kick to end the scoring. 
The ECCC defense limit- 
ed Co-Lin to) 351 total 
yards. The Wolves had 234 
ries, and 117 passing yards. 
The Warriors intercepted 
three passes. 
Safety Tony 






r 








six tackles, one interce 

tion, and blocked an € 
point to pace the Warriors, 
defense. Joe Mingo and 
Brian McNair also had one 
interception apiece, and 
Michael Johnson had a 
quarterback 84 
fourth down. | 
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B® Warriors improve to 4-2 
on season, still have shot - 
at making tar | 





D Nexion Beart 

The East Central Community 
Gollege Warriors are stil] in the 
hunt for a place in the state play- 
offs, however there is very little — 
room for error. 

“Tf we win over three remain- 
ing games, we will make the play- 
offs,” ECCC coach Terry Under- 
wood said. “At this point, we con- 
trol our own destiny.” — 

The W. riors hold a South Divi- 


sion record of 2-1, with their only 





loss eis ag to defending hate i 


champion Pearl — 
River. The 4-2 War- ' 





ECCC riors will be play- 
ing for the next 
three Thursday 
nights against 

Co-Lin South Division — 


(there this Thurs- 





30 


a) (there on Oct: 21) 
and Jones (at 


ome on Oct. 28). Gulf Coast and 
Hinds only have one loss in the 


division while Jones has two, hav- 
ing dropped a 52-10 decision to 


See BCE, Page 3B 


foes Gulf Coast 1. 
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"ROBBIE ROBERTSON/THE NEWTON RECORD 


tom nN ACL. The 
Warriors won 
the game 31- 
20 before a 


- homecoming 
- crowd.’ 
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Wicate Talieas ais 
with win at ECCC 


By Ryan Satcher 
staff writer 

DECATUR — Meridian 
Community College kept its 
postseason soccer hopes alive 
on Tuesday afternoon with a 2- 
1 victory over East Central 
Community College. 

The Eagles, now 12-4 and 6- 
2 in division play, will try to win 
their final two games of the 
season for a trip to the post- 
season. 

“We're 
still sitting | 
where we 
need to be,” 
said MCC 
coach Alex | 
George. “I'm 
comfortable right now. We 
came off with a pleasant win 
today. We just need to keep 
stringing things together. 
We've got two more games, and 
we need to keep ourselves 
focused.” 

The Eagles have Jones on 
the road on Friday and will 
finish out the regular season 
with a match against Co-Lin 
next week, 

On Tuesday, MCC put pres- 
sure on the homestanding War- 
riors and scored early in the 
second half to pick up the close 





win. 

The Eagles jumped out to an 
early lead as Chad Brunson fed 
Travis Brown on a breakaway. 

Brown finished the chance 
with a blast into the right side 
of the net to make the score 1-0 
eh 42:31 remaining in the first 


MCC had another good 
chance with 36 minutes left in 
the first. 

Stephen Frederic fed Brown 
with a pass and Brown fed the 
ball back to Frederic at the top 
of the box. The midfielder’s 
shot was saved, however, and 
oo ca was able to clear the ball 


a rks Waerions finished off a 
chance later in the first half to 
Oe the game. Luis Araya passed 

‘ Daniel Warren who sent a 
snr the field towards 


head was able to 
on the ball and 
seat it into the net to tie the 
qeme at 1-1 with 13 minutes left 
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We’re still sitting 
‘where we need to 
be. I’m comfortable 
right now. We came 
off with a pleasant 
win today. We just need 
to keep stringing 
things together. 


Meridian Community College coach 
Alex George 


in the first half. 

The Eagles nearly took back 
the lead late in the first half 
when Kyle Notvest broke free 
behind the Warrior defense, 
but keeper Jose Castillo 
charged out to clear the ball 


away. 

MCC took back the lead in 
the opening minutes of the 
second half as Alejandro 
Alvarado fed Brunson with a 
pass behind the ECCC defense. 
Brunson finished off the run 
with a nice shot to give the 
Eagles a 2-1 lead. 

MCC nearly added to its 
lead later in the half when a 
shot by Alvarado slipped 
through the keeper’s hands, 
but keeper Ragan Denham was 
able to recover to make a diving 
save to keep the score at 2-1. 

Meridian had another 
chance a minute later when 
Steven Cook fed Jay Crane with 
a pass. Crane’s shot went high 
to keep East Central within a 
goal. 

East Central was unable to 
get much going on the offen- 
sive end but nearly tied the 
game ona shot by Diego Perez 
with 24 minutes left. The shot 
went wide right and Meridian 
held on to pick up the victory. 

“They played well,” said 
ECCC coach Kenneth 
Thompson of his team. “They 
ee hard and that’s all I can 

We gave ourselves a 
ehanne! Both teams played 
hard and played clean. It was 
good game and I was proud to 


see that.” 


The Warriors drop to 5-7-1 
with the loss and are now 2-6 in 
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Back- “UP QB leads EC to win 


LY Warriors top 


Co-Lin 31-20 to 
improve to 4-2 

Back-up quarterback Jarius 
Neal came off the bench to lead 
East Central Community 
_ College to a 31-20 homecoming 
victory over Copiah-Lincoln 
Community College on a driz- 
ziy Saturday afternoon at 
Warrior Stadium. 

With the win, the Warriors 
improved to 4-2 overall and 2-1 
| in South Division action, while 
the Wolves dropped to 1-5 and 
| 0-3. 
| Neal, a product of Pickens 

County (Ala.) High School, 
fired touchdown. strikes of 22 
and 68 yards to wide receiver 
Derrick Harris of Union, and 
finished the day by completing 
eight of 11 passes for 211 yards. 
He had one interception. 

Harris had five catches for 


140 yards. 

Neal replaced — starter 
Robbie Morse who left the 
game late in the first quarter 
with a knee injury. Morse, also 
a freshman product of Walton 
(Fla.) County High School, gave 
East Central its first points of 
the day when he connected 
with tight end Cameron 
Tawater of Philadelphia on a 
10-yard touchdown pass with 
6:16 left in the initial period. 

Also scoring for East 
Central were Jay McMillin of 
Winston Academy, who kicked 
a 33-yard field goal and booted 
two PATs; tailback Darryl 


Mapp of Newton County, who 


ran for a two-point conversion; 
and fullback Kelvin Horne of 
Northeast Lauderdale, whose 


32-yard touchdown scamper 


came with 23 seconds remain- 


and | ee pM aadeh He aoe 25-16 
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Til addition to a satis 
passing attack, the EC offense 
had an effective afternoon on 
the ground, compiling 222 
yards. | 

Freshman Terrance 
McFadden, a _ product of 
American Heritage ( shes: ) High 
School, 

was the leading rusher with 
137 yards on 28 carries. 

East Central wil’ seek its 
third straight win this 
Thursday when | 

” the Warviors eeavel Gy €ivi- 
sion foe Mississippi Cate Coast 
Community 

College. Kickoff is set for 7 
p.m. on the Perkinston campus. 

The Bulldogs are also 4-2 
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from staff reports 

SCOOBA — East Mississippi Community Col 
lege is running out of chances. 

The Lions (0-7) have only two more chances 
to pull out a win during the 2004 season, the 
first of which comes on Thursday when East 
ot hosts Coahoma Community College 

1-6) 


_ But Coahoma’s visit may be the last realistic 

chance at victory this season for the Lions. East 
Mississippi's last game is on the road against 
Northeast Mississippi Community College, 
which is 5-2. a Bhat 

“I've looked at the film, and they (Coahoma) 
have got some speed,” said Roger Carr, whois 
still searching for his first victory in his first 
year as FMCC’s head coach. “They've got three 
receivers that can run by you in a heartbeat. I 
think they've got a pretty good football team, 
and after seeing the film from last week 
(EMCC’'s 42-14 loss), I'm sure they think they'll 
be able to come in here and throw the football.” 

The Tigers wouldn't be the first to do it. East 
Mississippi has surrendered 130 points in its 
last three games and has given up several big 
plays, but Carr says that's due in part to the fact 
that he is already giving playing time to young, 
inexperienced players who may contribute 
during the 2005 campaign. 

“I think morale could be a problem, but I 
don’t necessarily think it is because we've got so 
many kids playing,” Carr said. “We've got so 
many guys trying to get experience. We're trying 
to work on those things.” : 

Despite his hope for giving freshmen some 
playing time, Carr said he will continue to rely on 
sophomores like defensive end Zac Anderson 
to hold the team together. 

“He (Anderson) is a great kid, and we’ve gota 
lot of positive kids who know that their future is 
ahead of them,” Carr said. “When you've got 
kids like him, it helps morale.” 

— Will Bardwell 


East Central at Hinds 


East Central's 38-14 loss at Gulf Coast last 

Thursday didn’t officially eliminate the Warriors 
~ ) from the playoffs, but_it did 
leave them needing a lot to go 
their way over the final two 
weeks. 

East Central must win at 
Hinds on Thursday and at 
home against Jones the fol- 

| lowing Thursday to stay in the 
hunt. Gulf Coast would have to lose to both Pear! 
River, and Hinds as well, | a 

What perplexed ECCC head coach Terry 

Underwood most in last'week’s loss was his 
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I’ve looked at film, and they 
(Coahoma) have got some speed. 
They've got three receivers that can 
run by you in a heart beat. I think 
they've gota pretty good football 
team, and after seeing the film from 
last week (EMCC’s 42-14 loss), I’m 
sure they think they'll be able to come 
tn here and throw and football. 


EMCC coach 
Roger Carr 


team’s effort... or lack thereof. 

“The bottom line is Gulf Coast was really 
ready to play and played at a high level,” Under- 
wood said. “Not to take anything away from 
them, but I don’t think we played at a very high 
level. Those two things combined, they took it to 
us and took it to us good. 

“It's really frustrating because it was a great ~ 
opportunity for us,” Underwood added, “I hate 
we weren't ready to play at the level we should 
have played at.” 

ECCC fell to 2-2 in the MACJC South Division 
and 4-3 overall. 

Hinds is 3-1 and 6-1 coming into their 7:30 
p.m. homecoming contest with the Warriors. 
Hinds’ only loss was a 37-30 thriller to unbeaten 
Pearl River three weeks ago. 

The Eagles are averaging 32 points per game 
while allowing 13.3. Hinds leads the state in total 
defense, giving up just 152.1 yards per game. 
ECCC is allowing 271.9. 

“Hinds has a great football team,” Underwood 
said, “They're very talented, as talented as any- 
body in the league. They've probably got as good 
a defensive front as I've seen in the league in the 
last five to six years. I'd have to go back to the 
1996 and ‘97 group that they had.” 

Heading up the defensive front four for the 
Eagles are David Cooper (6-2, 256) at nose, Ryan 
McBean (6-6, 270) at tackle and Ken Griffith (6- 
3, 260 and Kentrell Tanner (6-0, 265) at the 
ends. 

Hinds averages 361.4 yards per game on 
offense, while ECCC comes in at 340.1. Keats 
Baldwin has completed 105-o0f-187 passes for 
1,496 yards and 11 touchdowns for the Eagles. 

“There’s not really ms 
on their team,” Underwood said. “They're going 
to be a huge challenge FMBIT 465 ips 
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East Central Community College's hopes 
for a playoff spot took a severe blow Thursday 


night as the Warriors were pounded 38-14 by 
ississippi Gulf Coast Community College 
Both teams entered the South Division 
battle with 4-2 overall records and 2-1 divi- 
sion marks, but it was the Bulldogs who took 
control early, scoring on their first two pos- 
sessions to take a 14-0 first quarter lead. 
“The bottom line is Gulf Coast was really 
ready to play and played ata ~ 
high level, about as high a] 
level as we'd seen them play | 
on film,” EC head coach Terry 
Underwood said. 

_ “Not to take anything 
away from them, but I don’t |g 
think we played at a very high 
level. Those two things com- 


bined, they took it to us and | EastCentral 


they took it to us good. They | CO- 
whipped us in every facet of |‘ 
the game. Fae 
“It's really _ frustrating | GuifC 
because it was a great opportu- |} 
nity for us. [hate we weren't | Pes 
ready to play at the level we | 
should have played at. 
“Had we played at that | 








quick points off EC turnovers in a span of 
about eight minutes. 

The first score came on a 48-yard toss 
from Biggs to Burks, followed by an 8-yard 
jaunt from running back Dantrell Savage and 
an Il-yard scamper by running back Kelly 
Williams. Ward kicked all three PATs. 

The Warriors put their first points on the 
scoreboard late in the third period on full- 
back Kelvin Horne’s 2-yard run, set up when 
linebacker Sed Eichelberger recovered a 

Bulldog fumble at the Gulf 
—] Coast 14. McMillin booted the 
=}. PAT. 

EC scored its final points 
| early in the fourth quarter. 


| : i cp when Nick Robinson blocked 


¢o | the Gulf Coast punt attempt 
3 -and Hedrick Ficklin returned 
-2 | the pigskin 11 yards to pay- 
43 | dirt. McMillin kicked the PAT. 
: The Bulldogs put the final 
| points on the scoreboard with 
just over four minutes remain- 
| ing when Ward connected on a 
23-yard field goal, capping a 
38-yard march. 
| EC will be homecoming 
guests of Hinds Community 
College Thursday night. Kickoft 


level would we have won? | East entra at Hinds Sf is set for 7:30 p.m. at Raymond. 
don’t know, but Gulf Coast | a pe alg The Eagles defeated 


isn’t necessarily more talented 
than us, but they ourplayed 
our butts that night.” 





Fullback Matt Fryfogle tallied on a 1-yard 


plunge to begin the scoring onslaught, fol- 
lowed by quarterback Brandon Biggs’ 24- 
yard touchdown strike to wide receiver Tony 
Burks. Jwaun Ward of Hartselle, Ala., kicked 
both extra points. 

EC’s best scoring opportunity in the first 
half came late in the second period, when the 
Warriors drove from their 16-yard line to the 
Gulf Coast 16. However, the march stalled 
and Jay McMillin’s 40-yard field goal attempt 
with 34 seconds remaining until halftime was 


blocked, preserving the Bulldogs’ 14-0 lead. 









Southwest at Itawamba 





Copiah-Lincoln Community 
College 31-0 Thursday night 

_ + to improve to 6-1 overall and 
3-1 in division play. 

Pearl River (7-0 overall) leads the South 
at 5-0. Jones is 5-2 and 2-2. 

“Hinds has a great football team,” 
Underwood said. “They’re very talented, as tal- 
ented as anybody in the league. 

“You've probably got as good a defensive 
front as I've seen in the league in the last five 
to six years. I'd have to go back to the 1996 
and ‘97 group that they had. | 

“There's really not many weaknesses, if 
any, on their team. They’re going to be a huge 
challenge for us. , 












Gulf Coast began the third period much _If we play at a high level and don’t make 
like it did. the opening stanza, scoring 21 mi: kes, we'll have an opportunity.” 
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By Steve Swo: 
The Newton Record 
The East Central Commu- 


nity College Warriors have 


their season on the line 


Thursday night when they 
visit Hinds Community Col- 
lege for a South Division 
contest. 

The. Warriors. enter the 
contest at 4-8 overall and 2-2 
in the division following a 
38-14 loss at Gulf Coast last 
Thursday. | 

“They played at a higher 
level than we did,” ECCC 
coach Terry Underwood 
said, “IT have no answers as 
to why we didn,t play better, 
but they took it tous.” ; 


Though the Warriors have 
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the other coming at the 
hands of division leading 
Pearl River. Gulf Coast, 
meanwhile, still has to play 
Pearl River and Hinds - 
which will be two tough 


ond divi- 





eames. ECCC could still 


make it into the playoffs if 
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“Everyone has their sce- 
narios,” Underwood said. 
“All we can do is take care of 
our business and try to win 
our last two games.” 

The Warriors trailed 35-0 
going into the fourth quar-" 
ter Fullback Kelvin Horne 
put East Central on the 
scoreboard on a two-yard 
Later, Nick Robinson 
blocked a Gulf Coast punt 
and Hedrick  Ficklin 
returned it 11 yards for a 
touchdown. Jay McMillin 
kicked both extra points. 

The Warriors were play- 
ing without starting quar- 






© terback Robbie Morse, who 
id is out for the season with a 






ae 
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injury. 
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»* from staff reports 


Jones and East Central will wrap up the 2004 
regular season Thursday night when they tangle 
in an MACJC South Division contest at Decatur. 
| Kickoff is set for 6:30 p.m. 

The teams have equally divided the last four 
Jones comes into the fray with a 6-2 overall 
record and a 3-2 division mark. The Bobcats’ 
two losses were to unbeaten Pearl River and 
once-beaten Hinds. 
~ ECCC is 44 overall and 2-3 in league play- 
Three of ECCC’s four losses have been to Pearl 
River, Hinds and once-beaten Northwest. Awin 
would give the Warriors their first winning 
season since 2001. 
“We've talked that this is still a very important 
_ game for a lot of different reasons,” said ECCC 
head coach Terry Underwood. “No. 1, it would 
insure us of a winning season, which is very 
important for our sophomores because they've 
put in a lot of time and effort, and for our 
freshmen going into our offseason. It’s some- 
thing positive you want to take with you. 
“This is the last time this group is going to get 


CC, EMCC close season W 


- JUCO FooTBaALt RounDuP 


to play together. | tell our team each year that as 
far as 1 know, there will be another East Central 


team, but it won't be this team. That's a unique- + 


ness in itself. 

“And it’s a home game and we haven't lost a 
home game this year. We take pride in that,” 
Underwood added. “I think our kids will be moti- 
vated. Jones is a quality team and we've got to be 
ready to play.” 

I aa is averaging 27.1 points and giving up 
18.9, 

“They're one of the better offensive teams 
we've seen,” Underwood said. “They have a lot of 
different formations. They are a more run-orl- 
ented team than Pearl! River. They're going to 
establish the run and then throw off of that. 

“If we can make them one-dimensional, it will 
be ens advantage much like we did Hinds last 
week,” 

ECCC dropped a 21-10 contest at Hinds, while 
Jones beat Copiah-Lincoln 30.19 in last week's 


“Even though we didn’t win at Hinds, we did 





outplay them in a lot of ways,” Underwood said. 
“We out-statted them in a lot of ways, but we just 
didn’t make the big play. They made a couple of 
big plays. 
_ “Our kids played their hearts out, they just 
didn’t make the plays and that’s what we've got 
to do this week if we expect to beat a good Jones 
team.” 
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East Central Community College's slim 
hopes of making the state playoffs officially 
ended Thursday night as Hinds Community 
College rallied for a 21-10 homecoming victo- 
ry on the Raymond campus. 

The Warriors, who, fell to 4-4 overall and 2- 
3 in MAC} C South Division play, held a 10-7 
lead Jate in third period until mM 
Ryan Gale’s 42-yard field goal | __. af 
ee was blocked and | 
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at ds 
Gipson. Platt added the PAT. 


Except for the two long Spring pass plays 
which totaled 101 yards, the Warrior defense 
kept the highly-rated Hinds offense in check 
most of the night. The Eagles brought the 
state’s second-best passing attack to the 
nipraetee averaging 222 eee behind league- 
leader Pearl River with 306.9 
| yards per contest, Hinds. fin- 
ished with 227 yards passing 


returned 50 yards by Eagle | site | nD 1 Biialort” and just 70 yards on BAe 


defender Medrick Liddell for] 
the go-ahead score. Kyle Platt | Pearl River 
added the extra point. | Hinds 
_ Gale had. given _ the | Jones 
Warriors a three-point adyan- | Gull yoast 
earlier in the third stanza | £4st 


Div Bek ground. 
6-0 The Warriors racked up 203 
4-1 7- ra | rushing yards, with McFadden 
32 6-2 | leading the way with 79 yards 
| on 20 carries. Quarterback 
jarius Neal completed 12-of-24 


Wie am field goal. | passes. for 189 yards. Top 
Lich improved to | ~ | receivers were Derrick Harris 
6-1 overall pi 4-1 in the South | of Union with five catches for 
behind leader Pearl River (8-0, | Hinds 21, East Central 10 =| 90 yards and Chris Lark with 
6-0), put the final points on the } Pearl River 52, Gulf Co two grabs for 52 yards. 
scoreboard when quarterback Jones: Ty Although EC dominated 


Keats Baldwin fired a 71-yard | 
touchdown. strike fo wide |} 
receiver LeKeldrick Bridges | 
with ree emi Platt Goiithwest : 
added the it Gul 


a l-yard plunge by tailback Terrance 
McFadden. Gale added the PAT, The 26-yard 
scoring drive came on EC’s second possession 
and was set up when Platt mishandled the 
snap from. center ona. punt attempt. 

Warriors ned the 7-0 advan- 
tage until just over a minute ene ogee 
halftime when Baldwin conr 
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EC. grated an ety 7-0 [Poon yor at Miss: Delta 
lead in the division matchup on ————— 


| the game stat-wise, head coach 


| numbers on the scoreboard are 
| obviously most important. 

“T can’t fault our effort, but 
| in order to win we've got to 

— make plays and keep (big) 

plays from happening. We've been our own 
worst enemy this year,” Underwood stated. 

EC will close out the 2004 campaign by 
hosting Jones County Junior College 
Thursday night in Decatur. Kickoff is set for 
6:30 p.m. A win over the Bobcats, who are 6-2 
overall and 3-2 in division play would give EC 
a 5-4 record and its first winning season since 
2001. <n 
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EC loses finale, 


Jones Junior College jumped out to a 20-0 
first-half lead in defeating East Central 
Community College 29-13 in re 
the season finale for both teams M y 
Thursday night at Warrior Stamper 
Stadium in Decatur. 

EC finished 4-5 overall and 2-4 in the 
aio South Division as the Warriors 
d with three vena loss- 






wai wasn'ta terrible year, but 


it wasn't as- a year as | | 
ght we ould have had,” | Peart River. 
EC head coach. Terry | Hinds 


two get away from us during the | Gulf Coast 
year... our opener at Northwest | East Central 
and we really had great opportu- | Southwest 
ielgrs  pein 
“| was proud of the way 
the kids sre laying afte 


Jones finished 7-2 overall and 42in the 
oe South Division. 
The Bobcats took the opening kickoff 


and drove 80 yards in just six 
Collins scored foes 16 yards out on an end 
around less than three minutes into the game. 
After the Warriors went three-and-out 
twice, Jones grabbed a 13-0 lead when Brett 
Hyatt hit a wide open Harold Hadley coming 





out of the backfield for a 14-yard touchdown 


with 1:25 left in the first quarter. Michael 
s extra point was blocked. 

Teen made it 20-0 on the first play of the 
second quarter when Hyatt hit Collins with a 
short pass and the wideout from New 
Orleans broke a tackle and raced 63 yards 
down the EC sideline. 

The Warriors got their first touchdown on 
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their next possession as Jarius Neal found | 
Chris Lark on a fly pattern for a 72-yard score 
with 13:01 remaining in the first half. ’ 
The Bobcats. extended their lead to 23-7 , 
on a 30-yard field goal by Story with 3:28 left * 
in the second quarter. 
In the half, Jones had 318 total yards with 





Hyatt completing 14-of-21 passes for 203 


yards, BC had 111 total yards. 
| Offensively, it got no better’ 
| for EC in the third quarter as 
sion | «ach of their four possessions 

an | Tesulted in three-and-outs. 
eae Defensively, the Warriors 
allowed just two field goals 
| after halftime. The Bobcats 
| managed only 48 total yards 
4-5 | after intermission. 
| Jones got a 32-yard field 
= 'S | goal from Story with 7:51 
sores. _—|: Showing in the third quarter to 
atral 13 take a 26-7 lead. 

Story missed a 39-yarder 
with 51 seconds left in the 
| third quarter. 
| The Warriors put together 
| a 15-play, 65-yard scori 
drive oh in the fourth ae 
ter. Terrance McFadden took 

, an option pitch in from three 
verde out on fourth-and-goal with 8:38 left in 
the game. McFadden was stopped short on a 
two-point errs leaving Jones with a 26-13 
advantas 

On the drive, the Warriors converted a 
fourth-and-two with a 5-yard pass from Neal 
to Derrick Harris and got a 30-yard comple- 
tion from Neal to Lark, who reached around 
a Bobcat defender to make the spectacular 
catch at the JCJC 2. 

Story added a 37-yard field goal with 1:07 

to play. 

Hyatt was 18-of-28 for 241 yards for the 
night. 

For EC, MéFadden had 17 carries for 70 ~ 
yards. Lark caught four passes for 118 yards. % 
Neal was 8-of-32 for 142 yards... 

Jones had 368 total yards to 231 for the — 
Warriors. 
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oo Close for Comfort P 

Fast Central Community College sophomore Derrick Harris (1) of Union tries to 
get past a Jones defender on a kickoff return in the Warriors’ 29-13 season-ending 
oss Thursday in Decatur. Photo by Jack Tannehill 
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ECCC wraps up year with 





From combined reports 


Football season came to a disappointing end for the East 
Central Community College Warriors, who were outscored 
29-13 by the visiting Jones County Junior College Bobcats 
last Thursday night at Warrior Stadium in Decatur. , 

With the loss, East Central finished at 4-5 overall and 2- 


4 in South Division action, while Jones improved to 7-2 _ 


and 4-2. 

The Bobcats took control early in the division matchup, 
scoring on the game’s first possession when wide receiver 
Milton Collins of New Orleans crossed the goal line on a 
17-yard reverse play with 12:34 left in the initial period. 
Michael Story of Enterprise booted the PAT. 

Jones scored again late in the first quarter on a 14-yard 
touchdown strike from quarterback Brett Hyatt of Soso to 
running back Harold Hadley of Laurel. The PAT was 
blocked. 


disappointing loss to Jones 


JONES COUNTY 29 
EAST CENTRAL 13 





; 
The Bobcats stretched their lead to 20-0 early in the sec- 
ond peniod when Hyatt and Collins teamed on a 64-yard 
pass play, Story again added the PAT. 
Hyatt, the state's fourth-rated passer, would finish the 
division contest by completing 18-of-28 passes for 24] 
yards. 


He had one interception, which was made by Warrior ’ 


linebacker Derrell Ashford of Louisville on the ECCC 1- 
yard line as the first half came to a close. 

Collins was the top receiver for Jones with seven grabs 
for 137 yards. 

Collins is also the state’s No. 2 receiver, averaging 76.4 
receiving yards per contest. 





LANE VIESSCNGEN 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 


ECCC 
Continued from page 3B 


East Central got on the scoreboard 
on the ensuing possession when quar- 
terback Jarius Neal and wide receiver 
Chris Lark, both products of Pickens 
County (Ala.) High School, combined 
talents on a 72-yard pass play, 

Ryan Gale, a former standout at 
Oak Mountain (Ala.) High School 
added the PAT, and EC trailed 20-7 at 
halftime. 

Neal would finish the night by 
completing 8-of-30 passes for 138 
yards. Lark was the leading receiver 
with four catches totaling 116 yards. 

The Warrior defense stiffened in 
the second half, limiting Jones to just 
two Story field goals — a 32-yarder in 
the third period and a 37-yard boot in 
the final stanza. 


‘The Bobcats managed just 13 
yards rushing and 35 yards passing 
during second-half action, East Cen- 
tral owned the state’s third-best rush- 
ing defense prior to the contest, allow- 
ing just 94.6 yards, 

However, the Warrior offense 
could muster just one score in the sec- 
ond half — a 3-yard run by tailback 
Terrance McFadden which cut the 
Jones’ lead to 26-13 with 8:38 remain- 
ing. McFadden, a product of Ameri- 
can (Fla.) Heritage High School, led 
the Warriors in rushing with 69 yards 
on |7 carries. 

East Central completed the contest 
with 23] yards and 11 first downs. 
while Jones totaled 368 yards and 13 
first downs. 








See ECCC, page 6B 
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co ay a Tist fils 
of Warrior foot- g¢ehool 
ball players who. yeports 
received post- 
season SS following the 
2004 cam 

Eichel ori a 6-foot, 
230-pound linebacker, was 
_All-Re gion 23. ang 


He 


tackle James 





offensive | 


"Hartis had 37 eoiaierts 
for 559 yards and three 
touchdowns. He also 
returned 12 kickoffs for 249 
yards, a 20.8-yard average. 
Ashford had 31. tackles, 
seven of which were for 
losses. He also had 15 
assists, three quarterback 


sacks and two fumble recov- 
eries. Edison had 39 tackles, 
four of which were Sor 





and Edison along with free 

safety Brian McNair (6-3, 

210) of Florence and te 
Nery) 
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a i alone 
with - Strong safety Cedric 
Gra (eo. 205), wide receiy- 
er Lark (6-2, 190), 
wide receiver Chris Smith 
(5-11, 175), fullback Clinton 
Thomas (5-9, 220), defensive 
end Courtney Coleman (6-2, 
238), tailback Darryl Mapp 
(5-8, 210). of Newton 
County, linebacker Derrell 
Ashford (5-10, 200), offen- 
sive tackle Derrick 
Cleveland (6-2; 280) of 
Newton County, nose guard 
George Maddox (6-0, 280), 


te eleosive soe G pegs jatar 
- “Smith: (6-2, 320), quarter- 
- back/wide receiver Jarius- 


Neal (6-3, 215), free safe- 
ty/kicker Jay McMillin (5- 
ll, 190), offensive tackle 
Jimmy Coleman (6-2, 265), 
offensive guard Josh Curry 
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| 235) of Philadelphia were 


selected on the South team 
for the annual MACJC All- 
Star Game held December 4 
at Northeast Mississippi 


‘Community College. 


McNair was also one of 
EC's top defenders during 
the 2004 campaign, as he 


| had 26 tackles, 10 assists, 


two pass break-ups, one 
fumble recovery and one 
interception. Tawater, who 
was mostly a blocking tight 
end and long snapper, had 


} 11 receptions for 78 yards 


and one touchdown. 
McNair and Tawater 


(6-2, 300), fullback Justin 
Ficklin (5-11, 220), fullback 
Kelvin Horne (6-2, 230), cor- 
nerback Marcus Arrington 
(6-0, 185), defensive tackle 
Michael Johnson (5-9, 255) 
of Newton County, offen- 
sive guard Montero Baker 
(5-10, 255), linebacker Paul 
Tolbert (6-1, 215), 
kicker/punter Ryan Gale 
(6-2, 210), and tight end 
Willie Hickmon (6-5, 215) of 
Lake. 

EC completed the 2004 
campaign with a 4-5 overall 
mark. The Warriors were 2-4 
in the South Division. 
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Four ECCC 
stars sign 


By Tony Krausz 
sports editor 

A quartet of East Central Community 
College football players committed to con- 
tinue their collegiate careers with four- 
year programs on Wednesday aiternoon. 

Warriors defensive lineman Henry 
Smith, strong safety Toney Edison, run- 
ning back Darryl Mapp and fullback/line- 
backer Justin Ficklin signed national let- 
ters of intent to four different programs at 
the Brakeen-Wood gym. 

Smith signed with Texas A&M in Col- 
lege Station, Texas; Edison signed with 
Nicholls State University in Thibodaux, 
La.; Darryl Mapp signed with Southern 
Nazarene College in Bethany, Okla.; and 
Justin Ficklin singed with Bacone College 
in Muskogee, Okla. 

“They are all fine young men who have 
meant a lot to our program,” said ECCC 
head football coach Terry Underwood. 
“What our staff’s job is about is promoting 
these kids and getting them out there. I 
feel this is why a lot of kids choose to come 
the route to have the opportunity to grow, 
mature and move on from here.” 

Smith, a product of Aliceville (Ala.) 
High School, was a two-year starter at 
ECCC. He recorded 27 tackles, five tackles 
for a loss, 15 assists, three sacks and 
blocked one field goal this season. 

The 6-foot-3, 300-pound defensive 
lineman earned was named an All-State 
honorable mention this season. 

When Smith arrives in College Station, 
he will be reuniting with the head coach he 
was originally going to play for out of high 
school — Dennis Franchione. 

“I chose Texas A&M because of the 
atmosphere. I really loved my visit (to the 
campus),” Smith said of signing with Texas 
A&M. “Plus, I already know coach (Dennis 
Franchione) and all the guys on the 
coaching staff. I think it will be a nice 
school for me to go to.” 

Smith will join the Aggies on their trip to 
the Cotton Bowl on Jan. 1. He will be a 
sideline observer for Texas A&M's game 
against Tennessee in Dallas. 

“Henry has been a really good player for 
us.” Underwood said. “He signed with 


Alabama out of high school, and.coach.. 


Franchione his staff was the group 
(Smith) signed with.” | 
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East Central Community C 
Darry! Mapp and Justin Ficklin sign their national lett 


PHOTO BY TONY KRAUSZ / THE MERIDIAN STAR 


SIGNING UP 








ollege football players, from left, Henry Smith, Toney Edison, 
ers of intent to join four-year 


programs on Wednesday at the Brakeen-Wood gym, as Warriors head coach Terry 





Underwood, standing, watches on. 
Texas: Edison signed with Nicholls State 
signed withSouthern Nazarene College in Bethany, 
with Baconeé College in Muskogee, Okla. 
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Eddison, a product of Collins High 
School, has started for ECCC for the last 
two seasons in the defensive backfield. 

The 6-foot, 200-pounder was named to 
the MACIC All-Star team and earned 
ECCC’s Defensive Back MVP and second 
team All-State honors this season. 

“I chose Nicholls State because they 
have a great coaching staff there,” Eddison 
said. “They also run the same defense that 
we run here, and | feel I will fit right into 
their program. | think it will be a real good 
fit for me.” 

Eddison recorded 38 tackles, 12 assists, 
three interceptions and five pass break ups 
in 2004, 

“(Eddison) has done a great job and 
has been a leader on our team,” Under- 
wood said. 

Mapp, a product of Newton County 
High School, started at running back for 
ECCC in the last two seasons. 


MERIDIAN STAR _< 


Smith signed with Texas A&M in College Station, 
University in Thibodaux, La.; Darryl Mapp 
Okla.; and Justin Ficklin signed 
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East Central Community College defen- 
sive standout Sed Eichelberger of Noxap- 
ater heads a list of Warrior football players 
who received postseason honors Sowing 
the 2004 campaign. 

The inepeckar was named All-Region 

neni 23 and first-team All- 
State. He was also 
selected to the J.C. Grid 
Wire All-American third 
team. Eichelberger was 
the second-leading 
———__ tackler for ECCC, with 
38 solo stops and 31 
assists. Bival of those tackles were for 
minus yardage. He also registered two 
quarterback sacks, two forced fumbles 
and had two fumble recoveries. 

Also receiving first-team All-State 
recognition were wide receiver Derrick 
Harris of Union, offensive tackle James 
Ozment of Sumter (Ala.) Academy, defen- 
sive lineman Montrell Ashford of Louisville 
and defensive back Tony Edison of 
Collins. 

Harris, Ozment, Ashford and Edison 
along with free safety Brian McNair of Flo- 
rence and tight end Cameron Tawater of 
Philadelphia were selected on the South 
team for the annual MACJC All-Star Game 
held on Dec. 4 at Northeast Mississippi 
Community College in Booneville. The 
North won the game 16-6. 
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Justin Ficklin Signs 
Football Scholarship 


ECCC SPORTS INFORMATION 
DECATUR—Justin Ficklin was one of 2004 East Central 
ign a scholarship 
last week, | 


Community College football players to s 
with four-year colleges and universities 


Justin Ficklin signed with F allege j ; 
jee igned with Bacone College in Muskogee, 


Ficklin, of. Morton High School, made the honorab] 
mention All-State squad. He played linebacker as a fresh. 
man and moved to fullback during his sophomore vear 
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ECCC Warriors Named Honorable Mention All-State 
Named to the honorable mention All-State team are the above members of the 2004 East Central Community College 
football team who include (seated from left) linebacker Derrell Ashford, Louisville; free safety/kicker Jay McMillin, 
Winston Academy; defensive lineman Henry Smith, Alicevilie (Als.) High School; tight end Willie Hickmon, Lake; 
offensive tackle Derrick Cleveland and tailback Darry! Mapp, both of Newton County; fullback Clinton Thomas, Ripley; 
and defensive tackle Michael Johnson, Ripley. Standing from left are wide receiver Chris Snfith, Ridgeland; free safe- 
ty Brian McNair, Florence;kicker/punter Ryan Gale, Oak Mountain (Ala.) High School; tight end Cameron Tawater, 
Philadelphia; nose guard George Maddox, Tuscaloosa (Als.) County; offensive tackle Jimmy Coleman, Forest; strong 
safety Cedric Gray, Scott Central; and cornerback Marcus Arrington, Heidelberg. Not pictured are free safety Brian 
McNair, Florence; wide receiver Chris Lark and quarterback/wide receiver Jarius Neal, both of Pickens (Ala.) County; 
defensive ends Courtney Coleman and Greg Hathorn, both of Louisville: offensive guard Josh Curry, Tuscaloosa 
(Ala.) Central; fullback Justin Ficklin, Morton; fullback Kelvin Horne, Northeast Lauderdale; offensive guard Montero 
3aker, Columbus; and linebacker Paul Tolbert, Clinch (Ga.) County. (EC Photo) 
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Four members of the 2004 
East Central Community College 
football team signed scholarships 
with four-year colleges and univer- 
sities during a ceremony held 
Wednesday morning at the 
Brackeen-Wood Physical 
Education Building on the Decatur 
campus. 

At the top of the early 
signee list, which includes players 
who qualified for December gradua- 
tion, is defensive standout Henry 
Smith of Aliceville, Ala., who 
signed with Texas A&M University 
in College Station, Texas. Smith, a 
6-3, 300-pound defensive lineman, 
was named to the honorable men- 
tion All-State squad following the 
2004 campaign, during which he 
had 27 tackles, 15 assists, three 
quarterback sacks and one blocked 
field goal. He is a product of 
Aliceville (Ala.) High School. 

Other Warriors continuing 
their athletic careers include strong 
safety Toney Edison of Collins, who 
signed with Nichols State 
University in Thibodaux, La; rut- 


ning back Darryl Mapp of Decatity. . Warriors are eageetedl tO” 
cats aan A ema 


fullback/linebacker Justin Fieklin of 
Morton, who inked with Hacone 
College in Muskogee, Oklihor: 
Edison (6°, 200) posted 3 wekles 
and 12 assists in 2004. 

He also had three interceptidne and 
was credited with five pas break- 
ups. 


Four ECCC Warriors Ink Scholarships 


He was named second 
team All-State and All-Star wad 
selected the Warriors’ most ¥aluable 
defensive back. He is 4 pdt of 
Collins High School, 

Mapp (5-9, 190), afl honor 
able mention All-State s@leetion, 
had 38 rushes for 276 yatdw and 
scored two touchdowns) during 
2004, ; 

He was also erudite with a 
two-point conversion, He iw pred 
uct of Newton County Hii iehoo! 


Ficklin, who also made (Hi hen: 


able mention Albditite squad, 
played linebacker as i Hooker ancl 
moved to fullback duding. his 
sophomore year, He let jweoduot of 


Morton High Sehaal @ 
Warrior lend — feotball 


couch Terry Underwood galt adil: 









/ 





Justin Fieklin inks with Bacone College 

Ready to continiy heir athletic careers with four-year programs are the above East 
Central Community College football players who signed letters of intent on early signing day 
December 15 in the Brackoens Wood Physical Education Building on the Decatur campus . From 
loft are defensive linemay Honey Smith of Aliceville, Ala., who signed with Texas A & M 
University in College Staion, Tenas) strong safety Toney Edison of Collins, who inked with 
Nicholls State University it Thibodaux, La.; tailback Darryl Mapp of Decatur, a Newton County 
High School product, who iuned with Southern Nazarene College in Bethany, Oklahoma; and 
fullbach/linebacker Justin} chlin of Meovton, wha is transferring to Bacone College, located in 


_Muskovee, Oklahoma, Stanany is ECCC head foathall coach Terms Uniaerwood (EC Photo) 
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The Meridian Stay 

“+ quartet of East Central Community 

College football players committed to 

continue their collegiate careers with 

four-year programs on Wednesday after- 

nOon 

Warriors defensive lineman Henry 
ynith, strong safety Tony Edison, run- 
ning back Darryl Mapp and 
fullback/linebacker Justin Ficklin 
igned national letters of intent to four 
lifferent programs at the Brackeen-Wood 
UV Ith. 
Smith signed with Texas A&M in Col- 
lege Station, Texas; Edison signed with 

licholls State University in Thibodaux, 

la: Darryl Mapp signed with Southern 
Nazarene College in Bethany, Okla.; and 
justin Ficklin singed with Bacone Col- 
liege. in Muskogee, Okla. 

“Hey are all fine young men, who have 
meant a lot to our program," said ECCC 
head football coach Terry Underwood. 
"What our staff's job is about is promot- 
i 2 these kids and getting them out there. 

eel this is why a lot of kids choose to 
me the route to have the opportunity to 
“row, mature and move on from here." 

Smith, a product of Aliceville (Ala.) 
High School, was a two-year starter at 
heecc. He recorded 27 tackles, five tackles 
for a loss, 15 assists, three sacks and block 
one field goal attempt this season. 

The 6-foot-3, 300-pound defensive line- 
man earned All-State honorable mention 
honors for his efforts this season. 

“| chose Texas A&M because of the 
atmosphere, I really loved my visit (to the 

campus.” Smith said of signing with 
‘exas A&M. “Plus, | already know coach 








(Dennis Franchione) and all the guys on 
the coaching staff. I think it will’be a nice 
school for me to go to.” 

When Smith arrives in College Station, 
he will be reuniting with the head coach 
he was originally going to play for out of 
high school — Dennis Franchione. 

Smith will join the Aggies on their trip 
to the Cotton Bowl on Jan. 1. He will be a 
sideline observer for Texas A&M's game 
against Tennessee in Dallas. 

“Henry has been a really good player 
for us,” Underwood said. “He signed with 
Alabama out of high school, and coach 
Franchione and his staff was the group 
(Smith) signed with.” 

Edison, a product of Collins High 
School, has started for ECCC for the last 
two seasons in the defensive backfield. 

The 6-foot, 200-pounder was named to 
the MACJC All-Star team and earned 
ECCC’s Defensive Back MVP and second 
team All-State honors this season. 

“TJ chose Nicholls State because they 


have a great coaching staff there,” Edi-. 


son said. “They also run the same defense 
that we run here, and I feel I will fit right 
into their program. I think it will be a 
real good fit for me.” 

Edison recorded 38 tackles, 12 assists, 
three interceptions and five pass break 
ups in 2004. 

“(Eddison) has done a great job and has 
i a leader on our team,” Underwood 

Mapp, a product of Newton County 
High School, started at running back for 
ECCC the last two seasons. 


The 5-foot-9, 190 pound back received — 


All-State honorable mention honors this 
season. He rushed for 276 yards with two 


aan 


Four East Central football players movi ne t next le 
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Ready to continue their athletic careers with four-year prog 4 is are the above East 


Community College football players who signed letters of int Lor 1 early signing day De 
15 in the Brackeen-Wood Physical Education Building on the Déeatur campus. From le 
defensive lineman Henry Smith of Alicaville, Ala., who signed With Texas A & M Univers 


Cotlege Station, Texas; strong safety Toney Eddison of Colli) wt 10 inked with Nicholls 
University in Thibodaux, La.; tailback Darryl! Mapp of Decatui Newton County High S 
product, who signed with Southern Nazarene College | in Balham y Oklehoma and 
fullback/linebacker Justin Ficklin of Morton, who is transferring Ba cone College, locat 
Muskogee, Oklahoma. Standing is ECCC head football coach y Underwood. 
touchdowns and one two-point conver- played lit -as a freshman 
sion for the Warriors in 2004, moved tol sack this season. 
“T’ve watched (Mapp) play since he’ “All four Lys. are quality peo 
in the ninth grade, and I'm happy for we are h t to see them mc 
him,” Underwood said. “He is getth r Underwood paid. 
outstanding scholarship from a private  Underw¢ 8a d the team will | 
‘institution out in Oklahoma. I know he four dey Sa yete and he 
will -be an asset to them.” __orest of tl C football staff are 
Ficklin, a product of Morton High iting trails loo 
School, played both offense and defense fp next year’s squac 
for ECCC in the last two seasons, He 
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Above are East Central Community College football players who received various post-season honors following the 
2004 campaign. Seated from left are linebacker Sed Eichelberger of Noxapater, J.C. Grid Wire All-American third 
team, All-Region 23 and first team All-State; wide receiver Derrick Harris of Union, first team All-State and All-Star; 
defensive back Tony Edison of Collins, first team All-State and All-Star; and tight end Cameron Tawater of 
Philadelphia, honorable mention All-State and All-Star. Standing from left are defensive end Montrell Ashford of 
Louisville, first team All-State and All-Star; offensive tackle James Ozment of Sumter (Ala.) Academy, first team All- 
State and All-Star; and defensive back Brian McNair of Florence, honorable mention All-State and All-Star. The stand- 
out athletes were recognized at the annual Fall Sports Awards Banquet held in Mabry Memorial Cafeteria on the 
Decatur campus. —=— (EC Photo) : 
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Outstanding ECCC Warrior 

East Central Community College defensive standout 
Sed Eichelberger (left) of Noxapater received various 
honors at the annual Fall Sports Awards Banquet 
held in Mabry Memorial Cafeteria, Eichelberger, a 6- 
foot, 230-pound linebacker, was named to the J.C. 
Grid Wire All-American third team and was an All- 
Region 23 and All-State selection following the 
Warriorsi 2004 campaign. He was also chosen the 
Warriorsi most valuable player and was selected 
defensive team captain. Eichelberger was the sec- 
ond-leading tackler for East Central, with 38 solo 
stops and 31 assists. Eleven of those tackles were 
for minus yardage. He also registered two quarter- 
back sacks, two forced fumbles and had two fumble 
recoveries. The Warrior standout is shown with Terry 
Underwood, ECCC head football coach. (EC Photo) 
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Golf tournament planned April 17 to 
benefit ECCC football prog 


A three-person. scramble, psgrrvallable for purchase. 
‘17 at 





bchadited Saturday, Ap 
Decatur Country Club 


College football program. 

Entry fee is $75 per team, 
with tee-off time set for 9:30 a.m. 

Plaques will be presented 
to first-place winners in each flight. 
Door prizes will also be awarded 
and lunch will be provided. Closest- 
fiz the-bole cat longest drive cém- 
_ also, a epeduled, 


pM 





APPEARED IN: 
LAKE MESSENGER 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 
UNION APPEAL 
WINSTON COUNTY ae 
SPIRIT OF MORTON 
IMPACT 




















: For more information cori 2111 of éall toll free, 
5a Adal » *tact'Coach Tim Codts, East Central’ 1 877-462-3222, ext. 290, The 
er for the East Central Community Community College, P.O. Box 129, address is tcoats@ecec.edu. 
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Decatur, MS 39327, Phone 635- 
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ECCC Warrior 
_ Golf Classic Set June 
vy At Dancing Rabbit 


DECATUR--Scholarships for area students will again be the 
top ptize when the third annual East Central Community Col- 
lege Warrior Golf Classic is held this summerat the Dancing 
Rabbit Golf Club on the Pearl River Resort in Choctaw, MS. 
Sponsored by the College's Alumni Association, this year’s 
event is scheduled for Thursday, June 24 on the Oaks ¢ Course, 
_ with a shotgun start set for 9 a.m. Registration b 
a&m_. Association president Tam Cooper of Brandon said she 
anticipates another successful tournament, as indicated by 
the early response from alumni and friends of the College for 
the fund-raising project. “We already have |) teams entered, 
» eight Gold Corporate Sponsors, one Silver CorporateSpon- 
sor and two Hole Sponsors as of mid-March. We are looking 
for the tournament to be filled within the next fewoweeks,” 
Cooper said. Entry fee for the four-person scramble is $425 
per player, which includes green fee, cart. T-shirt, box lunch 
and the opportunity to win various doorand on-course prizes. 
Prizes will also be awarded to the top three finishers in'each 
flight, and an. overall corporate winner will be recognized. 
Corporate sponsorships are also available on various levels. 
Gold Sponsorships are $650 and includes a hole sponsorship 
and fees for one four-person team. A-Silver Sponsorship is 
$400, which includes a hole Sponsorship and fees for two 
players. Also available are Hole Sponsorships, for $200, and 
T-Shirt Sponsorships, which can be purchased for $100. The 
ECCC Alumni Association is also selling chances for a new 
golf cart, Tickets may be purchased froma county represen- 
tative or by contacting the Alumni Office. The golf cart will 
be presented at the awards ceremony following tournament 
play. Proceeds from the one-day tournament will help fund 
‘scholarships for ECCC students who reside in the College's 
five-county district, which includes Leake, Neshoba, New- 
ton, Scott and Winston counties. Approximately $5,000 was 
raised for scholarships in last year’s event, which was can- 
celled after only 2 few bolcs « were played because of inclem- 
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nat ent in 20) y 02. Se ame a p winners are Paeryneed at the an- 

app?! al S cho a hip EX vards Luncheon held in May. For more 

SP contact Stacey Hollingsworth, administrative 

assistant, Office of Foundation and Alumni Relations, East 

LAKE Central Community College. P. O. Box 129, Decatur, MS 

39327, Phone 635-211 | or call toll free, 1-877-462-3222, ext. 
SCOT! 397, Her email address is sholling@ eccc.edu. 
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EC tou irney: to 
| benefit Warrior 
football team 


A three-person scramble is 
scheduled for Saturday . 
Decatur Country Club as 
| fundraiser for the East Central 
Pomasaritty College football 


| try fee is $75 per («<< 2 
team, with tee-off time gag 
set for 9:30 a.m. 

Plaques will be 
presented to first- | 
place winners in each flight. 
Door prizes will also be award- 
ed and lunch will be provided, 
Closest-to-the-hole and longest 
drive competitions are also 









scheduled. Mulligans will be 
available for pakiade 

For more information, con- 
tact Coach Tim Coats, East 
Central Community College, 
so Box 129, Spotic MS 
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Plans set for Warrior Golf Classic 


Scholarships for area students will 
again be the top prize when the Third 
Annual East Central Community Col- 
lege Warrior Golf Classic is held this 
summer at the Dancing Rabbit Golf 
Club on the Pearl River Resort near 
Philadelphia. 

Sponsored by the College’s Alum- 
ni Association, this year’s event is 
scheduled for Thursday, June 24 on 
the Oaks Course. with a shotgun start 
set for 9 a.m. Registration begins at 8 


a.m. 
Association president Tam Cooper 
of Brandon said she anticipates anoth- - 





er successful tournament, as indicated 
by the early response from alumni and 
friends of the college for the fund-rais- 
ing project. 


“We already have 11 teams 


entered, eight Gold Corporate Spon-_ 
sors, one Silver Corporate Sponsor 
and two Hole Sponsors as of mid- 


March. We are looking for the tourna- 


Entry fee for the four-person 
scramble is $125 per player, which 
includes the green fee, a cart, T-shirt, 
box lunch and the opportunity to win 
various door and on-course prizes. 
Prizes will also be awarded to the top 
three finishers in each flight, and an 
overall corporate winner will be rec- 
ognized. 

Corporate sponsorships are also 
available on various levels. Gold 
sponsorships are 4650 and includes. a 
hole sponsorship and fees for one 
four-person team. A Silver Sponsor- 
ship is $400, which includes a hole 
sponsorship and fees for two players. 
Also available are hole sponsorships 


for $200 and t-shirt sponsorshipsa. 


which can be purchased for $100. 

The ECCC Alumni Association is 
also selling chances for a new golf 
cart, 

Tickets any 6 cag Cot fom a 


ment fo be filled within. the next Se ee a oe eet i Offi =e The ¢ ed 


weeks,” Cooper said. 
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: 
ceremony following tournament play. 
Proceeds from the one-day tourma- 


ment will help fund scholarships for 


ECCC students who reside in the col- 
lege’s five-county district which 
Neshoba, Newton, 
Scott and Winston counties? Approxi- 
mately $5,000 was raised for scholar- 
ships in last year’s event, which was 
cancelled after only a few holes were 
played because of inclement weather. 
About $7,000 was raised in the inau- 
gural tournament in 2002. Scholarship 
winners are announced at the annual 


Scholarship Awards Luncheon held in 


May. 

For more iatoranion contact 
Stacey Hollingsworth, administrative 
assistant, Office of Foundation and 
Alumni Relations, East Central Com- 
munity College. P. O. Box 129, 
Decatur, MS 39327. 

Hollingsworth can be reached by 
phone at 635-2111 or call toll free, 1- 
877-462-3222, -ext.. 32% Her:;email 
address is sholling @eccc.edur 
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ECCC golfers 
runr er-up in 
Region 23 


East Central Community 
College's golf team placed sec- 
ond in Division Ill = 

competition at the 
MACJC/Region 23 | 
Championship Golf 4 
Tournament held 
April 20-21 at Canebrake Golf 
Club in Hattiesburg. 

The Warriors, coached by 
Tim Coats, posted a two-day 
total of 661, while Northwest 
Mississippi won the top spot 
with 638. Also competing were 
Jones _ (666), Southwest 
Mississippi (718), and Copiah- 
Lincoln (failed to qualify). 

Philip Dickerson of Union 
carded a 156 total (82-74) to 
lead ECCC and was named to 
the All-Region 23 Division IJ 
Team, which qualifies him to 
compete for the second-straight 
year in the NJCAA Division III 
Golf Tournament scheduled in 
New York during June. 

Also scoring for ECCC 
were Jim Dilley of Forest, who 
shot 166 (86-80); Chris Bounds 
of Newton, 172 (90-82); Jason 
Pecoie g het pal, 172 (85- 

¢}; and John Bergin of Forest, 
174 (85-89). : 

Hinds was the overall win- 
ner with a 602. Other teams 
and their respective results 
included Meridian (604), 
Northeast Mississippi (623), 
Mississippi Gulf Coast (624), 
Pearl River (638), East 
Mississippi (661), Itawamba 
(670) and Holmes (695), all of 
whom compete in Division II, 
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4 TUR—fe= Cen Comeunity College won 
ES ‘Colliege” $ thetepspot with 638. Also 
ssoond c@mpetine were Jones 

Cowsty Junior College 
(866), Seuthwest Missis- 
Sppe Community College 
=" _(7)8pacdCopiah-Lincoln 
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of Union 


paste ate a 156itotal (82-74) 
“ee a ie Past Central and 
$f named to;the All-Re- 
q 200 m23 » ivision HT Team, 
Which, qualifies him to 
co ete tor the second- 
straight y year inthe NICAA 
Division II Golf Tourna- 
ment scheduled in New 
York duringJune. Also 
scoring for Fast Central 
were Jim Dilley of Forest. 
who shot 166 (86-80): 

Chris Bounds of Newton, 

172 (90- 82); Jason 
Sistrunk of Sébastopol, | 72 
(85-87); and John Bergin 
of Forest, 174 (85- 89). 

Hinds Community College 
was the overall winner 
with a 602 score. Other 
teams and their respective 










results included Meridian 


-ommunity College (604), 
Northeast Mississippi 
Sommunity College (623), 
Aississippi Gulf Coast 
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Community College (624), 
Pearl River Community 


College (638), East Mis- 


sissippi Community Col- 
Itawamba 
Community College (670) 
and Holmes Community 
College (695),all of whom 


compete in Division HU. 


Pear! River served as host 


for this year’s event. 





h Runners-Up 





ipa? 2 a 


the MACIC/Region 23 
Champi mship Golf Tour- 
nament held April 20-21 at 
Canebrake Golf Club in 
Hattiesburg. He is shown 
receiving a plaque com- 
memorating his achieve- 
ment from Chris Calcote, 
Region 23 director. With 
his selection to the All-Re- 
gion 23 Team; Dickerson 








Was named to the All-Re- 





East Central Community qualifies for the second- 
College golfer Philip straight year to. compete in 
Dickerson (right) of Union NJCAA Division III Golf 
Tournament scheduled j in 
gion 23 DivisionIII Team New York during June. 
following competition in (Photo courtesy Mitch 
| __Deaver, Pear River Com- 
~ Munity College Public Re- 
lations Department) —~ 
Karen Yates Secretary to 
the Vice President for Pub- 
lic Information East Cen- 
tral Community College 
P.O. Box 129 Decatur, MS 
39327 601-635-2111, Ext, 
340 I-877GO-? FECCC 


CART! 
NESHI 
NEW? 
MERI 
CLAR} 


, I wwweeceedy Fax: 601- 
| 635-4398 


E-mail: kyates@eccc.edis ————— 
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ECCC Warrior Golf Clas 


Scholarships for area students 
will again be the top prize when the 
third-annual East Central Comm- 
unity College Warrior Golf Classic is 
held this summer at the Dancing 
Rabbit Golf Club on the Pearl River 
Resort in Choctaw. 

Sponsored by the College’s 
Alumni Association, this year’s 
event is scheduled for Thursday, 
June 24 on the Oaks Course, with a 


shotgun start set for 9 a.m. 
Registration begins at 8 a.m. 
Association president Tam 


Cooper of Brandon said she antici- 
pates another successful tournament, 
as indicated by the early response 
from alumni and friends of the col- 





SSIC. 


lege for the fund-raising project. 
“We already have 11 teams 

entered, eight Gold Corporate 

Sponsors, one Silver Corporate 


Sponsor and two Hole Sponsors, We 


are looking for the tournament to be 
filled within the next few weeks,” 
Cooper said. 

Entry fee for the four-person 
scramble is $125 per player, which 
includes green fee, cart, T-shirt, box 


_ lunch and the opportunity to win var- 


ious door and on-course prizes. Prizes 
will also be awarded to the top three 
finishers in each flight, and an overall 
corporate winner will be recognized. 
Corporate sponsorships are also 


available on various levels. Gold 





a hole sponsorship and fees for one 

ie team. A_ Silver 

phil is $400, which oclug 
ole sponsorship and fees for t 


players. Also available are F ie 
4 cape: for $200, and T-Shirt 


»onsorships, which can be pur- 


for $100. 
“The ECCC Alumni Association is 
also s chances for a new golf cart. 


Tickets may be purchased from a 
oe ty representative or by contacting 
umni Office. The golf cart will be 

Bei at wh awards ceremony fol- 





Te peat iram the one-day tour- 
rpovert will help fund scholarships 


t June 24 at Dat 


Sponsorships are $650 and includes 





Scott and Winston 
for scholarships in last year’s event, _ 
which was cancelled after only a 
few holes because of inclement 
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for ECCC students who reside in the | 


College's five-cou 
includes Leake, 


district, which 
Techoba, Newton, 
counties. 


. = &@ & > 


Approximately $5,000 was raised 


weather. 


For more information contact - 


Stacey Hollingsworth, administra- 
tive assistant, Office of Foundation 
and Alumni Relations, East Central 
Community College. P.O. Box 129, 
hw MS 39327, phone 635-2111 
toll free, 1-877-462-3222, ext. 
307. _ Her email address 
sholling@eccc.edu. 
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| Thursday, June 24, 2004 

Dancing Rabbit Golf Club 
The Oaks Course 

9 a.m. Shotgun Start 


Four-Man Scramble 
$125 Per Player — 
Corporate Sponsorships Available 


Far more information contact Stacey Hollingsworth, 
Foundation and Alumni Relations Office, (601) 635-2111, ext. 327. 
clin by the East Centrat Community College Alumni Association 


East Central Ente 
Community College 


P.O. Box 129 » Decatur, MS 39327 — 
1-877-GO-2-ECCC (1-877-462-3222) 











APPEARED IN: 

LAKE MESSENGER \/ _ CARTHAGINIAN J 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES | —_ NESHOBA DEMOCRAT | 
UNION APPEAL \/ _ NEWTON RECORD _~_ 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL _ MERIDIAN STAR _” 


_ SPIRIT OF MORTON . CLARION-LEDGER 


IMPACT 


WEEK OF | 








Twenty teams set to compete in annual 
~~ ECCC Warrior Golf Classic 


‘At least 20 teams will be _ to the top-three teams in each flight, ties. 


ie ant Approximately, $5,000 was 
iy Vi) + and an overall corporate winner Will. iis gcc SRR a ars 
eae uy hy al = Sain. In addition, a_, raised for scholarships tf wig Gir 
the third annual, East eee $35,000 cash prize will be awarded |. event, which ‘aa ae a lmned 
Community ieee ig a y. to anyone making a hole-in-one on only, 4 a ities i Ee 
Classic gets underway Thursday, 10 anyone making & Tot" 'pecause_of inclement weather. 
June 24 at the Dancing Rabbit Golf ene ate coe Alumni About $7,000 was aia es — 
Club, on, the Pearl Rie aes” Association is also selling chances arene the inaugural tournamen 
Chocew, aa Se by the College’s for a new golf cart. eight 7 in 2002. For mere information con- 
Sp See. chased from a county represents | 11; rth. adminis- 
i < =. ear s | : | | | Worul, 
Alumni Pacey 2 vF ue tive or by contacting the Alumni. tact Stacey Hollingswon 
event will be held on the picturesq 


zr aa : f 
NEB Lend . trative assistant, Office 2° 
ever Pocietration begins at _ Office: The golf cart willbe presents, 17 17 st rani Relations, 
8 a.m, followed dy shotgun | 


' : ~ aa a P 
| East Central C : Wij rit | , 
ing tournament play. SNS sill 4 S. o7. 
sll fee for the four-per viv Proceeds from the one-day QO. Box 129, Decatur. MS, 39: 
Entry fee for the four-per i 


er. tot solar- Phone 635-21 i1 or call toll m3 | 
ee ge oe tournament will help fund scholars © CN 4027 7, The email 
oy emi 
when Ee ig a re the College’s five-county district, address 1s ShONE == 

RR Aes door which includes Leake, uae 

aig vil also be awarded Newton, Scott and Winston coun- 

prizes. Prize: 
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E ACC! : or Golf Cl Clase . We 


Cap co ie honors in the third-annual East 


Warrior Golf Classic were the above golfers w 


Dancing Rabbit Golf Club with a score of 54,1 






prem Brad spd AS ere : by the ECC 

















Central Community College 
ho blistered the Oaks Course at the 
18-under par. From left are Thomas 
Kennedy and oe, both of Union; and Joe Rush Jr. and Doug Jones, both of 
C Alumni Association, this year’s classic net- 


S 














ted app ely S 3, with funds designated to provide scholarships for 
ICCC s ; re n the colle s five-county district. Twenty four-person 
ear F $ “int —— 33% Y i a De ry en a. 
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under par 56 in the one- 


rporate Winners 
<0, inc. in Union won the corporate 
d-snnual Warrior Golf Classic, spons 
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mni Association. The group carded a 16- 


d on the Oaks Course at the Dancing 


Rabbit Golf Club. ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin (second from left) is 
shown presenting the corporate championship trophy to Charles McMahan of 


nd Al Jones (left) of Toomsuba. Not pic- 


Union, Benji Baskin (right) of Meridian and 









tured is Richard Ezelle of Meridian. 


fundraising event, which netted approx 
ECCC students residing in the college's & 
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Twenty four-person teams competed in the 
imately $8,500 in scholarship monies for 


district. (ECCC photo) 
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‘erson of Union. (ECCC Photo) 
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ECCC intramuwal golf tourney participants 


Participants in a golf tourament held at Decatur Country Club and sponsored by the East Central Community College intramural depart: 
ment include (kneeling frm left) Derek Jones, Decatur; Josh Paimer, Louisville; Ben Melton and Josh Cumberland, both of Philadelphia; 
Paul McMahan, Little Roc; Will Pearson, Decatur; Dillon McInnis, Leakesville; Sam Thames, Newton; Brandon Ezell and ECCC coaches 
Dusty Hillman and Scott lill, all of Decatur; and (standing from left) Patrick Brown and ECCC coach Jake Yarborough, both of Decatur; 
Michael Smith, Union; Boby Addy, Decatur; Matt White, Forest; Keith Edwards, Louisville; James Harris, Morton; Ross Pine, Watson, La.; 
Wes Cox, Forest; Taylor Ptty, Philadelphia; Ken Gordon, Morton; Travis Butler, Philadelphia; and Lucas Poole, Newton. Thames and Ezelle 
teamed to win first-place bnors in the nine-hole event. Petty and Butler finished second and Hillman and Poole came in third. Coach Scott 
Hill serves as director of te college's intramural program. (EC Photo) 
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SOCCER WARRIORS HONORED. 





WEEK OF Jan 3 


Sophomore members of the 2004 East Central Community College men’s soccer team 


were honored at the annual Fall Sports 


Pee Awards Banquet Mabry : 
Cafeteria on the Decatur campus. Sea Bis held In Mabry Memorial 
David of atur campus. Seated from left are Jose Castillo of Raleigh and 


and Ragan Denham, both of N 
Kerineth Thoengene. Northeast 
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Luis Araya of Forest, and Ryan S 
Lauderdale. The Soccer Wars are cosched by 
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Kilpatrick signs to play soccer at ECCC ... 
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ee 


Photo by Rocky Higginbotham 


Neshoba Central's Zach Kilpatrick celebrated his 18th birthday in style last Wednesday, Jan. 28, 
signing a national letter-of-intent to play soccer next season for East Central Community Col- 
lege. Kilpatrick recently heiped the Rockets to a 10-7 record and a third-place finish in a high- 
ly-Competitive Division 2-4A race. He is the third Rocket to sign a junior-college scholarship this 
school year, and Neshoba coach Neil Metheny said more are expected to follow. Shown seat- 
ed with Kilpatrick is ECCC men’s soccer coach Kenneth Thompson. Standing in back are 


— : j 
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Soccer Tryouts 
Tuesday 
From Staff Reports 


DECATUR - Tryouts for the 
2004 men's soccer team at East 
Central Community College 
will be held Tuesday on the 
Decatur campus. 

Registration begins at 11:30 
a.m. in the Brackeen-Wood 


gic Ser Education Building. 
juts are scheduled from 
noon to 3 p.m. on the Warrior 
soccer field. 

For more information, cal] 
Coach Kenneth Thompson at 
635-2111 or call toll free, 1- 
877-462-3222, ext. 370. 
spinomall address is kthomp- 
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Neshoba’s Herrington inks with ECCC soccer ... 

Austin Herrington has become the fourth member of Neshoba Central's boys’ soccer team to 
sign a national-letter-of-intent to continue his career, and the second to sign with East Central | 
Community College. a who is Sire seated above with his parents Sheri and Allen 


anding in back during last Wednesday's signing 
) and ECCC ea coach Kenneth Thompson. 
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Submitted photo 

Vowell becomes third ECCC signee from Neshoba ... 
Multi-sport standout Kyle Vowell has become the fifth member of the Neshoba Central soccer 
team to sign a college scholarship. Vowell, who was also a standout kicker and quarterback on 
Neshoba's Class 4A playoff football team: is the third Rocket to ink with East Central Commu- 
nity College, signing a national letter-of-intent with the Warriors last week. Shown above, from 
left to right, are (seated) Kan Vowel, Kyle Vowel and Gilbert Vowe!l; and (standing) Neshoba 
coach Neil Metheny, Lindsey Vowel and £CCC soccer coach Kenneth Thompson 
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ECCC soccer team 


set for picture day, 
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pair of scrimmages 


East Central Community College 
continues to gear up for its 2004 soc- 
cer opener, which is set for Aug. 28 in 
Decatur against East Mississippi 
Community College. | 

The Soccer Warriors, once again 
under the direction of coach Kenneth 
Thompson, will hold their annual 


“photo day” Thursday, then will 


scrimmage at 11 a.m. on Saturday 
against Mississippi Delta — also in 


East Central also has a soccer 
scrimmage scheduled for next 
Wednesday (Aug. 25) at Holmes 
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EC soccer team hosts EMCC in s 


— Clarkdale; delonders Trey Whiff 


Special to The Record 


Sooeer competition gets under ECOG 


way Saturday at East Central  Aug.2é 
Community College, asthe Soccer Aug. 3 


Warriors take on rival East Mis- 
sissippi Community College at 11 
a.m. on the Decatur campus. 

Although he returns just four 
players from last year's squad, 
which finished 7-11 overall and 3-7 
in the South Division, sixth-year 
head coach Kenneth Thompson is 
optimistic his team will fare well 

“IT am looking forward to com- 
petitive matches early on in the 
season that we can do well in so 
that we can build our confidence 
for the more challenging division 
matches later on. We want to 
make a run at a playoff spot, but 
as usual the South Division will 
be a tough challenge for all the 
teams,” Thompson said. 

Returnees include team captain 
and sweeper Ryan Stewart and 
goalkeeper Ragan Denham, both 
of Northeast Lauderdale; forward 
Jose Castillo of Raleigh; and mid- 
fielder Luis Araya of Forest. 
Another sophomore on the squad 
is center fielder David Prewitt of 
Clarkdale, who transferred from 
Meridian Community College. 

Thompson said the strength of 
this year's squad will be the inside 
positions. 

“Starting with the sweeper 
(Ryan Stewart), then our center 
midfielder (David Prewitt), and 

up with our forwards 


(Jose Castillo and Diego Perez of 
Forest) — these will be key posi- 
tions for us while some of the 
younger players adjust to the col- 
lege game,” Thompson stated. 

Speaking of the younger team 
members, Thompson said the 
freshmen “are a good group to 
work with.” He added, “We are 
having to spend some time on 
building techniques, but they 
really work hard at trying to per- 
form well.” 

Freshmen players include mid- 
fielders Taylor Nichols and Micah 
Lanier, both products of Newton 
County High School, Kyle Vowell 
and Austin Herring, both of 
Neshoba Central, and Zach Joiner 
of Carthage; defender/forward 
Jason Lopez of Forest; defend- 
er/midfielder Daniel Warren of 














‘head of Southeast Lauderdadt 
Jared Weir of Clarkdale and Zag 
Kilpatrick of Neshoba Centr 
and forward Diego Perey 
Columbia, South America. 


The Warrior head mentor sila 


preseason workouts, which boii | 


Aug. 10, have gone “well” 


especially since weather conf | 


tions have been ideal. 


“The cool weather we exji@l 
enced earlier made it a lot east 
for the players 


ie said. 
Thompson said fans of the § 


cer Warriors will not be dis 9004 season and their respective high schools include (seat 


pointed in 2004: 










“T believe the fans will de 
another classic Warrior socgir 
team on the field. By that | mejim 
that these players will piij 
extremely hard for all 90 minwits 


of every match no matter 
score, whether they are up hf 


lot or a little, or down by a loWor 
little. They will play like War 


riors!” 


Although pre-season polla gn 
soccer are not provided by fhe 
MACJC, Thompson said the tim 
to beat in the South will probublly 
be Pear! River, the defending Site 





and Region 23 champions. 


“Pearl River will push hart 


repeat as champions, It may li 
challenge for them, howe 


to work longi 
periods without burning out. ‘he 















EAST CENTRAL C 


Members of the East Central Community College socce: 


midfielder Taylor Nichols (2) of Newton County, midfielder Zé 
Carthage, defender/midfielder Daniel Warren (5) of Clarkdal 
Micah Lanier (6) of Newton County, and forward/kicker Jose 
Raleigh; (kneeling, from left) midfielder David Prewitt (8) of ( 
defender Trey Whitehead (9) of Southeast Lauderdale, midi 
(10) of Forest, midfielder/defender Ryan Stewart (12) of Nor 


a erdale, and defender Jared Weir (13) of Clarkdale: and (bac 


manager Ben Snyder of Northeast Lauderdale, midfielder K\ 
of Neshoba Central, forward Diego Perez (15) of Columbia, 

kicker/defender Ragan Denham of Northeast Lauderdale, m 
Herrington (17) of Neshoba Central, defender Zach Kilpatric! 


to graduation and have a new 
coach, But Iam sure they will be 
tough again,” he predicted. 
Thompson said Gulf Coast, a 
team East Central usually plays 
well against and defeated in the 


since they lost a lot of key players 2003 season finale, “should field 


* ba Central, and head coach Kenneth Thompson. 


their yearly stron 
added that Meridi 
will also put “qua 
the field. Thompso 
which has a new cc 
new players, “will 
improve this year.” 


~ Soccer Warriors Kick Off Season - 


SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 


DECATUR—Soccer competition gets underway 
Saturday at East Central Community College, as the 
Soccer Warriors take on rival East Mississippi 
Community College at 11 a.m. 

Although he returns just four players from last 
year’s squad, which finished 7-11 overall and 3-7 in the 
South Division, sixth-year head coach Kenneth 
Thompson is optimistic his team will fare well in 2004. 


build our confidence for the more challenging division 
matches later on. We want to make a run at a playoff 
spot, but as usual the South Division will be a tough 
challenge for all the teams," Thompson said. 

Returnees include team captain and sweeper Ryan 
Stewart and goalkeeper Ragan Denham, both of 


. Northeast Lauderdale: forward Jose Castillo of 


Raleigh; and midfielder Luis Araya of Forest. Another 
sophomore on the squad is center fielder David Prewitt 
of Clarkdale, who transferred from Meridian 


"I am looking forward to competitive matches s early _Communitv College. __ 


With EMCC And Opti 


be the inside positions. 

"Starting with the sweeper (Ryan Stewart), then our 
center midfielder (David Prewitt), and finishing up 
with our forwards (Jose Castillo and Diego Perez of 
Forest) - these will be key positions for us while some 
of the younger players adjust to the college game," 
Thompson said. 

Speaking of the younger team members, Thompson 
said the freshmen "are a good group to work with." He 
added, "We are having to spend some time on building 
techniques, but they really work hard at trying to per- 
form well.” 
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Freshmen players include midfielders Taylor 
Nichols and Micah Lanier, both products’ of Newton 
County High School, Kyle Vowell and Austin Herring, 
both of Neshoba Central, and Zach Joiner of Carthage; 
defender/forward Jason Lopez of Forest; 
defender/midfielder Daniel Warren of Clarkdale; 
defenders Trey Whitehead of Southeast Lauderdale, 
Jared Weir of Clarkdale and Zach Kilpatrick of 
Neshoba Central; and forward Diego Perez of 
Columbia, South America. 
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ECCC Soccer Warriors host East 
Mississippi in season opener 


Soccer competition gets underway Saturday, 
August 28 at East Central Community College, as the 
Soccer Warriors take on rival East Mississippi 
Community College at 11 a. m. on the Decatur ae at 
year’s squad, which finished 7-11 overall and 3-7 in the 
South Division, sixth-year head coach Kenneth 
Thompson is optimistic his team will fare well in 2004, 

“IT am looking forward to competitive matches 
early on in the season that we can do well in so that we 
can build our confidence for the more challenging divi- 
sion matches later on. We want to make a min at a play- 
off spot, but as usual the South Division will be a tough 
challenge for all the teams,” Thompson said. 

Returnees include team captain and sweeper 
Ryan Stewart and goalkeeper Ragan Denham, both of 
Northeast Lauderdale; forward Jose Castillo of Raleigh; 
and midfielder Luis Araya of Forest. Another sopho- 
more on the squad is center fielder David Prewitt of 
Clarkdale, who transferred from Meridian Community 
College. 

Thompson said the strength of this year’s 
squad will be the inside positions. 

“Starting with the sweeper (Ryan Stewart), 
then our center midfielder (David Prewitt), and finish- 
ing up with our forwards (Jose Castillo and Diego Perez 
of Forest) - these will be key positions for us while some 
of the younger players adjust to the college game,” 
Thompson stated. 

Speaking of the younger team members, 
Thompson said the freshmen “are a good group to work 
with.” He added, “We are having to spend some time on 
building techniques, but they really work hard at trying 
to perform well.” 

Freshmen players include midfielders Taylor 


Nichols and Micah Lanier, both products of Newton 


County High School, Kyle Vowell and 
Austin Herring, both of Neshoba Central, and Zach 
Joiner of Carthage: defender/forward Jason Lopez of 


Forest; defender/midfielder Daniel Warren of Clarkdale; 
defenders Trey Whitehead of Southeast Lauderdale, 
Jared Weir of Clarkdale and Zach Kilpatrick of Neshoba 
Central; and forward Diego Perez of Columbia, South 


~ America. 


The Warrior head mentor said preseason work- 
outs, which began August 10, have gone “well” so far, 
especially since weather conditions have been ideal. 

“The cool weather we experienced earlier 
made it a lot easier for the players to work longer peri- 
ods without burning out. The players’ attitudes have also 
been very good, and that’s a good sign,” he said. 
Thompson said fans of the Soccer Warriors will not be 
disappointed in 2004: 

“I believe the fans will see another classic 
Warrior soccer teamon the field. By that I mean that 
these players will play extremely hard 
for all 90 minutes of every match no matter the score, 
whether they areup by a lot or a little, or down by a lot 
or littl. They will play like © Warriors!” 

Although pre-season polls in soccer are not 
provided by the MACJC, Thompson said the team to 
beat in the South will probably be Pearl River, the 
defending State and Region 23 champions. 
“Pearl River will push hard to repeat as champions. It 
may be a challenge for them, however, since they lost a 
lot of key players to graduation and have a new coach. 
But | am sure they will be tough again,” he 
predicted. Thompson said Gulf Coast, a team East 
Central usually plays well against and defeated in the 
2003 season finale, “should field their yearly strong 


_ squad.” He added that Meridian and Jones will also put 


“guality teams” on the field. Thompson said Co-Lin, 
which has a newcoach and many new players, “will be 
looking to improve this year.” Thompson said Hinds 
Should repeat as division champions, and 
expects the remaining North teams to finish in this 
order: (2) Holmes; (3) Northwest; (4) Delta; (5) 
Itawamba; and (6) East Mississippi. 
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EC opens soccer season 


Soccer competition gets 
underway Saturday, August 28 
at East Central Community 
College, as the Soccer Warriors 
take on rival East Mississippi 
Community College at 11 a.m. 
on the Decatur campus. 

Although he returns just 
four players from last year's 
squad, which finished 7-11 
overall and 3-7 in the South 
Division, sixth-year 
coach Kenneth Thompson is 
optimistic his team will fare 
wellin 2004. 

"I am looking forward to 
competitive matches early on 
in the season that we can do 
well in so that we can build our 
confidence for the more chal- 
lenging division matches later 
on. 

“We want to make a run at 
a playoff spot, but as usual the 


South Division will be a tough | 


challenge for all the teams," 
Thompson said. 

Returnees include team 
captain and sweeper Ryan 
Stewart and goalkeeper Ragan 
Denham, both of Northeast 


head 


Castillo of Raleigh; and mid- 
fielder Luis Araya of Forest. 

Another sophomore on the 
squad is center fielder David 
Prewitt of Clarkdale, who 
transferred from Meridian 
Community College. 

Thompson said the strength 
of this year’s squad will be the 
inside positions, 

“Starting with the sweeper 


(Ryan Stewart), then our cen- 


ter midfielder (David Prewitt), 
and finishing up with our for- 


wards (Jose Castillo and Diego 


Perez of Forest) - these will be 
key positions for us while some 
of the younger players adjust to 
the college game,’ Thompson 
stated. 

Speaking of the younger 
team members, Thompson said 
the freshmen ‘area good group 


to work with:" 
He added, "We are having to 


spend some time on building 
techniques, but they really 
work hard at trying to perform 
well.” 

Freshmen players include 
midfielders Taylor Nichols and 


‘Kyle 


Newton County High School, 
Vowell and Austin 
Herring, both of Neshoba 
Central, and Zach Joiner of 
Carthage; defender/forward 
Jason Lopez of Forest; defend- 
er/midfielder Daniel. Warren of 
Clarkdale; defenders Trey 
Whitehead of Southeast 
Lauderdale, _ 

Jared Weir of Clarkdale and 
Zach Kilpatrick of Neshoba 
Central; and forward Diego 
Perez of Columbia, South 
America. 

The Warrior head mentor 
said preseason workouts, 
which began August 10, have 
gone "well" so far, especially 
since weather conditions, have 
been ideal. 

“The cool weather we expe- 
rienced earlier made it a lot 
easier - 

for the players to work 
longer periods without burning 
out. The players’ attitudes 
have also been very good, and ~ 
that’s a good sign," he said. "I 
believe the fans will see anoth- 
er classic Warrior soccer team 

















Lauderdale; forward Jose Micah Lanier, both products of on the field.” 
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Members of the East Central Community College soccer team for the 2004 season and their respective high schools include (seated, fron 
left) midfielder Taylor Nichols of Newton County, midfielder Zach Joiner of Carthage, defender/midfielder Daniel Warren of Clarkdale, mid 
fielder Micah Lanier of Newton County and forward/kicker Jose Castillo of Raleigh. (Kneeling, from left) midfielder David Prewitt of Clark 
dale, defender Trey Whitehead of Southeast Lauderdale, midfielder Luis Araya of Forest, midfielder/defender Ryan Stewart of Northeas 
Lauderdale and defender Jared Weir of Clarkdale. (Back row, from left) Manager Ben Snyder of Northeast Lauderdale, midfielder Kyle Vow 
ell of Neshoba Central, forward Diego Perez of Columbia, South America, kicker/defender Ragan Denham of Northeast Lauderdale. mid 
fielder Austin Herrington of Neshoba Central, defender Zach Kilpatrick of Neshoba Central and head coach Kenneth Thompson. 
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Soccer competition gets 
under way Saturday at East 
Central Comntunity College 
as the Soccer Warriors take 
on rival East Mississippi 


a.m. on the Decatur 
Although he returns just 
four players from last year’s 


.Community College at 11 
EUR, 





squad which finished 7-11 


overall and 3-7 in the South 
Division, sixth- ear head 
coach Kenneth Thompson is 
optimistic his team will fare 
well in 2004. 








competitive citiches early on 
in the season that we can do 
well in so that we can build 
our confidence for the more 
challenging division matches 
later on. We want to make a 
run at a playoff spot, but as 
usual the South Division will 
be a tough challenge for all 
the teams,” Thompson said. 

* Rett include team 
captain and sweeper <cihiee 

goalkeeper 


am, both of Northeast 
Landes forward Jose 
Castillo of Raleigh; and mid- 
fielder Luis Araya of Forest. 
Another sophomore on the 
squad is center fielder David 
Prewitt of Clarkdale, who 
transferred from Meridian 
Community College. 
Thompson said the 
strength of this year's squad 
will be the inside positions. 
“Starting with the sweep- 
er (Ryan Stewart), then our 
center midfielder (David 
Prewitt), and finishing up 
with our forwards (Jose 
Castillo and Diego Perez of 
ra — these will be key 
for us while some 


players adjust 
eae pice game,” 






East Central 
Soccer Schedule 
Aug. 28 | East Mississippi, lam. 


| Sept. 3 at Itawamba, 1 p.m. 


Sept.8 Holmes, 2 p.m. 

| Sept. 11 Copiah-Lincoln, 11 a.m. | 
| Sept. 14 Pearl River, 4 p.m. | 
| Sept. 18 at Meridian, 7 p.m. 


spend some time on n building 
techniques, but they really 
work hard at trying to per- 
form well.” 


Freshmen players include 


thidfielders Taylor Nichols 
and Micah Lanier, both prod- 
ucts of Newton County High 
School, Kyle ‘Voweil and 
Austin Herring, both of 
Neshoba Central, and Zach 
Joiner of Carthage; defend- 
er/forward Jason m6 of 
Forest; defender / midfielder 
Daniel Warren of Clarkdale; 
defenders Trey Whitehead of 
Southeast Lauderdale, Jared 
Weir of Clarkdale and Zach 
Kilpatrick of |Neshoba 
Central; and forward Diego 
Perez = Columbia, South 


said preseason workouts, 
which began August 10, have 
gone well so far, y 
since weather ie ec 





ithe Wiizziot head mena, Con 


burning out. The players’ 
attitudes have also been 





, dace eatin’ soc: 
cer team on the field. By that 
I mean that these players will 

lay xtreme by hard for all 90 
| match no 
matter the score, whether 
they are up by a lot or a little, 
or down by a lot or little. 
They will play like 


Warriors!” 
pre-season 








Although 
polls in soccer are not 
the MA Cc, 


beat in the South will proba- 
bly be Pearl River, the 
difeadire State and Region 
23 champions. 

“Pearl River will push 
hard to repeat as champions. 
It may be a challenge for 
them, however, since aged 
lost a lot of |} : 
graduation and have a veg 
coach. ep ha 
be gal again,” hom 
predicted. 



















siiiaiey plays well sean 
d defeated in the 2003 sea- 


East Central set 
to open ié soccer 
season Siturday 


Soccer Warriors, sixth-year cach Kenneth Thompson 





ii to make playoffs; beg against East Mississippi 


uts, which began Aug. 10, have gone 
well” so far, especially since weather 
The 2004 fall soccer season will :onditions have been ideal. 
get under way Saturday for East Cen- “The cool weather we experienced 
tral Community College, as the Soccer 2arlier made it a lot easier for the play- 
Warriors take on rival East Mississip- 2rs to work longer periods without 
pi Community College at 11 a.m. on purning out. The players’ attitudes 
the Decatur campus. have also been very good. and that's a 
Although he returns just four play- good sign,” he said. 
ers from last year’s squad, which fin- | Thompson said the team to beat in 
ished 7-11 overall and 3-7 in the South the South Division will probably be 
Division, sixth-year ECCC coach Pearl River, the defending State and 
Kenneth Thompson: is optimistic his Region 23 champions. 
team will fare well in 2004. “Pearl River will push hard to 
“I am looking forward to competi- repeat as champions. It may be a chal- 
tive matches early on in the’season ... lenge for them, however, since they 
so that we can build our confidence lost a lot of key players to graduation 
for the more challenging divisio: and have a new coach. But | am sure 
matches later on,” Thompson sai¢ they will be tough again,” he said, 
“We want to make a mun at a playo Thompson said Gulf Coast, a team 
spot, but as usual the South Divisic East Central usually plays well against 
will be a tough challenge for all t and defeated in the 2003 season finale, 
teams.” “should field their yearly strong 
East Central also has a soc squad.” He added that Meridian and 
scrimmage scheduled for todayit Jones will also put “quality teams” on 
Holmes Community College. the field. Thompson said Co-Lin, 
Returnees include team captainid which has a new coach and many new 
sweeper Ryan Stewart and goalkeer players, “will be looking to improve 
Ragan Denham, both of Northist this year.” 
Lauderdale; forward Jose Castillvof Thompson said Hinds should 
Raleigh; and midfielder Luis Arayof repeat as North Division champions. 
Forest. Another sophomore onhe 
squad is center midfielder David re- 
witt of Clarkdale, who transfeed 


F rom combined reports 








“Starting with the sweeper, 










our cents eee and inis ; 





positions for us. while some othe 
younger players adjust to the cee 
game,” Thompson said. a 
Speaking of the youhger am 
members, Thompson said the fsh- 
men “are a good group to work ith. 
We are having to spend some tin on 
building techniques, but they nily 
work hard at trying to perform w].” 
Freshmen players include aid- 
fielders Taylor Nichols and NX 
Lanier, both “products” of etn 
County High School, Kyle Voweand 
Austin Herring, both of Neshoba’en- 
tral, and Zach Joiner of Cartage; 
defender/forward Jason Lopez oFor- 
est; defender/midfielder Daniel Var- 
ren of Clarkdale; defenders rey 
Whitehead of Southeast Laudeiale, 
Jared Weir of Clarkdale and ZaclKil- 
patrick of Neshoba- Central; anfor- 
eo ibia. 
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“They're all good. guys,” Thompson 
said. “And I've got a couple of guys that 
were with me in the spring, so it’s like they 
were returning players 


- Thompson ‘said the strength of this 
ge 's Squad will be the inside positions. 
Stewart is our team captain. He 
Blaved a marking back last year, but he’ $ 
going to move over to sweeper this year,” 
Thompson said. “David Prewitt will be our 
center-mid, He will be a ver? good player 
for us along with our forwards Diego Perez 
and Jose Castillo. 
~ e feel real good about the middle of 
the field. We're going to work on trying to 
zee the full width of the field, so we've got 





ECCC starts 





UNIC 


finished 7-11 overall { | 





season this 
weekend © 


an Marty Stamper Po ees 
‘@taff writer 


DECATUR — The East Central 
Community College Warriors open 


district tournament, They lost a lot of 
players and their coach: But they'll still be 
very, very talented, so they're probably 
still the team to beat. 

“Gulf Coast will be strong. It’s just a 


- dogfight in the South. Last year we ended 


our season by beating Gulf Coast, which 
was our first time_to beat them, They h 
_won-the division three or four years it 
_tow and were still good last year, so we 


their 2004 soccer season Saturday at were proud of that. _ 
home when they take on the Lions of “Meridian and Jones will have quality 
East Mississippi Community College: ‘teams again.” 


The match gets sence way at 11 
a.m. 


While sixth-year ECCC head coach 
_ Kenneth Thompson 
returns only four 


players from last 
years squad that 


and 3-7 in the 
MACJC South Divi- 
sion, he is opti- 
mistic the 2004 Warriors will be 5 a 
com etilive team. 

re were only a couple of 





games last year that we were beat in,” 
Thompson said. “In the rest, we actu- 


ally had a chance all the way to the 
buzzer. 

We’ re hoping to be competitive 

in this year with this group. Their 


i 
se ethic has been good:so far. 


_ “Tam looking forward to competi- 
tive ma -early on in the season 





tbalne ae well in so that we can 
? the more 


our confidence for 
challenging division matches later on. 








fine because we'll be solid in the mide 


‘* Thompson said Hinds should repeat as 
. North. Division champions, and expects. 
‘the remaining North teams, to finish in this 
; order: Holmes, zm | st, D 
_ltawamiba, and East Mi moran 





to have some outside bhigets come d 
produce. We've really concentrated on and 


tice working on our wings tryi 
our attack built. If they come a Wee si 


A DE 






“I believe the fans will see andther 
classic Warrior soccer team on the field. By 


that I mean that these players will 
extremely hard for all 90 minutes of rake: 
match no matter the score, whether iy 
are 

up.by a lot or a little, or down by a lot or 
little. They will play like Warriors.” . 


Thompson expects familiar faces to be 


CAR’ atop the (eaéétboard in the MACJC soccer: 


NESI 


clivisions. h 


“Pearl River won the state ee the 


Region (23) and lost a close match in reat 





We gue: to es i Rae of a peayot NEV 
WIN wallebesa tour challe ¢ forall the MERIDIAN STAR |“ 
Spit Returnees from last “year are CLARION-LEDGER _ 
he sweeper: Ryan oon goal ns —— 
and midfi sichaeian = —— 
‘Antehes ech heinesocin center mid- 


. fielder David Prewitt, a transfer from. 
‘Meridian Community College. : 


Early 
goals 
propel 
ECCC 


By Marty Stamper 
staff writer 

DECATUR — The East Cen- 
tral Community College War- 
riors scored three first-half 
goals in opening their 2004 
soccer season with a 4-1 win 
over East Mississippi Commu- 
nity College Saturday. 

“It was a good game,” ECCC 
coach Kenneth Thompson said. 
“The guys played poorly 
Wednesday (in a scrimmage 
game) and they wanted to play 
better today. 

“Of course, Scooba is a rival 
game, so they want to play well 
against them. They know some 
of the guys and some are from 
out of their district, so they 
want to play well. 

“We're trying to be competi- 
tive, so we’re working hard.” 

The Warriors took a 1-0 lead 
barely three minutes into the 
match when David Prewitt 
headed a high pass from Diego 
Perez into the net. 

Midway through the first 
half, Taylor Nichols booted a 
close-range kick into the upper 
left corner of the goal. 

“It was actually a cross that 
scored,» Thompson said of 
Nichols’ goal. “It really wasn't a 
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SLIDE TACKLE 


East Central nama College's Jason Lopez sweeps the ball away from East Mississippi 
Community College's Davis Jordon, 


shot on goal. It was a cross that 
he sliced and it went into the 
goal. It’s still all good.” 

In the final three minutes of 
the first half, Kyle Vowell added 
another goal from close range 
for a 3-0 lead. 

“We moved Kyle to forward 
today,” Thompson said. “We 
had been using him on the 
wing, but we needed to get 
more speed up top and he gave 
us a boost. Plus, he’s got a little 


LAKE MESSENGER ___ | 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES | 


bit more power on his shots 
and that helped us out a lot 
today.” 

A 3-0 halftime deficit was too 
much for the Lions to make up. 

“The first one was simple 
marking,” EMCC coach Brian 
Bennett said. “We let off our 
man. But we've got a goal- 
keeper who played one year in 
high school and he’s still 
learning. We're working on him 
coming out and taking those 


away. It was a hard play for a 
defender. 

“A couple of the other ones 
were just sloppy play by our 
team that just gave them some 
easy shots. We didn’t make 
them earn them is the worst 
part. 

“We had four goals from 
three different guys and three 
were assisted, so that’s always 
good,” Thompson said. 
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ECCC Soccer Warriors 
Defeat East Mississippi 4-1 


Kyle Vowell of 
Philadelphia scored two goals and a 


Vowell’s first goal gave EC 
3-0 lead at the break. 


led East Central Community 
College’s soccer team to a 4-! win 
over visiting East Mississippi 
Community College Saturday in the 
season opener forboth teams. 

Vowell, a product of 
Neshoba Central High School, 
scored his first goal late in the first 
half and added his second tally dur- 
ing second-half action. 

David Prewitt of Clarkdale 
gave East Central a 1-0 lead early in 
the contest. A goal by Taylor 
Nichols, a product of Newton 
County High School, extended the 
Warriors’ lead to :2-0 midway 


Robbie Greco of New Hope put East 
Mississippi on the scoreboard 
during the second half, trimming the 
Soccer Warriors’ lead to 3-1. 
Vowell’s second goal extended East 
Central's advantage to 4-1 and put 
the match out of reach for the visit- 


ing Lions. 
East Central travels to 
Mississippi Delta Community 


College on Tuesday, August 31 and 
will again be on the road Friday, 
September 3 at Itawamba 
Community College. 

The Soccer Warriors host 
Holmes Community College at 2 











through the period, p.m, Wednesday, September 8. 
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win we pit double for 


six years, cus. If we a Hinds, and we 
- pipe tae sane oes we wenetle toheakthers, it would 
schogt lig t. "We hi ave Be bay 

aabdptes gration nce ‘East Central finds it a Tittle 
nore es an ap “iepyres easier to get out-of-district 


"T've got eight schools that 
have it, but we've got Missis- 
sippi State right i in the middle 

of those too. 

"I've got five players that 
didn't play in high }. And 
a lot of them probene only 
pleret a couple years in high 


East Central-i is’ 30-52-6 in 
rb ie whe figh with 
e program. The water 
mark came in 2002 when. the 
Warriors finished 9-6-3. overall 
and were Ned in the MACIC 
Havin conmestiots ou | 
their district 1 is. oneal to oath 





-coaches' success. 


"We couldn't compete 
without paves from outside 





players than East Mississippi. 
"We've got one out-of-district 
this year," Bennett said. "We're 
also smashed on the edge of 
the state, so we can only go 
north and south. We can't go 
to the east because that!s 


Alabama. And our school 


deat allow international 


laye 

Our biggest chance is 
maybe the Jackson area, but 
they would have to go through 
East Central and through 
Meridian even to get to us, 

"It makesitrough.. | 

"We've got alot of freshmen 
starting and they're going to 
get better. A lot of these guys 
were defenders in high school, 
so now they're having to learo 
how to play a different position. 





























the ais . m! think last year, "Or j d) has 

Our wre r trict schools had improved aot em a oa 

ike it won't _ Now we've just gol to learn how 

be that mage ansaid: tg score and learn how to win." 

= ees Es, 
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Soccer Warriors 
open with a win 


Freshman Kyle Vowel! of scored 
two goals to led East Central Commu- 
nity College's soccer team to a 4! 
win over visiting East Mississippi Sat- 
urday in the season opener for both 
teams at Decatur — _ 

Vowell, a product of Neshoba Cen- 
tral High School, scored his first goal 
late in the first half and added his sec- 
ond tally during second-half action. 

East Central was to travel to Mis- 
sissippi' Delta on Tuesday, and will 
again be on the road Friday, at 
ftawaniba Community College. 


vame ig Sept. 8 at 2 p.m., against 
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| ) } | | ‘PHOTO BY PAULA MERRITT / THE MERIDIAN STAR 
BATTLING FOR THE BALL * | 

East Central Community College's David Prewitt, center, battles EMCC’s Davis Jordon, left, and Josh Garner for 
the ballin a recent match in Decatur. 


East Central, EMCC face woes 
looking for soccer athletes 


By Marty Stamper 
staff writer _ 

Soccer may be catching on in Mississippi, but you 
might have a hard time.convincing area junior college 
coaches Brian Bennett of East Mississippi and Kenneth 
Thompson of East Central. 

According to Brent Clements, executive director of 
the Mississippi Soccer Association, some 23,000 kids 
are playing in youth leagues this year. 

That's 10,000 more than 10 years ago. 

That hasn't translated into much interest in the sport 
at the high school level in most of east central Missis- 
sippi, however. 

Of East Central Community College's eyeerie, 
district, only three high schools (Neshoba Centr 
Newton County, and Philadelphia) compete in the sport. 
it's not much better for East oi Community 
College. 
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99 
I've got five players that 
didn't play in high school. 


EMCC soccer coach 
Brian Bennett 


"It's really hard on a year-in, year-out basis, but last 
year when we beat Gulf Coast that was big," Thompson 
said. "People don't realize it, but with what we were 
using, whenever we're able to beat teams like that it's 


ig. 
t's really challenging and I'm sure it is for (Bennett) 
also. One of our guys played a little bit as a youth, but he 





See Soccer ——$__. 
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ECCC snaps losing streak 


East Central Community College's soccer team 
snapped a three-game losing streak by edging non- <divi- 
sion foe East Mississipp! Community College 2-1 | 
Tuesday afternoon in Scooba. | 
The Soccer Warriors, who improved to 4-4-1 under 
sixth-year head coach Kenneth Thompson, scored on 
oals by freshman Kyle Vowell of Neshoba Central and 
sophomore David Prewitt of Clarkdale. patie was 
aiso credited with an assist on Vowell's 
freshman Trey Whitehead of Southeast oo derdale pro- 
yided an assist when Prewitt scored. 
Alan Robertson scored for the Soccer Lions, who fell 


to 0-7. Robbie Grece was credited with an assist. 
Ke & — school reports 
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SLIDE TA TACKLE 
East Central's Daniel Warren slides in to steal 
Meridian's Josh Foste. MCC won the game 4-0: 


the ball away from 


Brown helps MCC 
top East Central 
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By Will Bardwell 
staff writer 

Meridian Community Col- 
lege struggled to establish an 
early rhythm in its men’s 
soccer match against East Cen- 
tral Community College, but 
Travis Brown oaere that 
quickly — 
andoften, 

The soph- 
omore from 
Clinton — | 
netted three 
goals on 
Friday and 
goalie Justin Clearman sti- 
fled the Warriors’ offense as 
the Eagles shut out East Cen- 
tral 4-0. 





“Travis Brown was a work- 
horse for us tonight,” said 
Meridian coach Alex George. 
“He got on fire, and he was just 
unstoppable. He came through 
and just decimated their 
defense.” 

Brown's first goal, midway 
through the first half, ended a 
back-and-forth stint for both 
offenses, helping the Eagles 
take momentum for most of the 
rest of the game. 

“I think that first goal set the 
tempo for us,” George said. “I 
told the team pre-game that | 
wanted us to put one in the 
back of the net early and con- 
trol the game. We had a few 
threats on our third of the field, 
but they were overall.” 

Brown added another goal 
from 20 yards out — with his 
left foot — in the 39th minute, 
arcing the shot over East Cen- 
tral goalie Ragan Denham’s 
head and giving Meridian a 2-0 
halftime lead. , 

And though the Eagles’ two 
first-half goals were all they 
needed, it could have been 
worse for t e Warriors. Chad 
Brunson 
26th minute that bounced off 
the crossbar and over the goal. 
Less than a minute later, John 


MERIDIAN STAK 


ofted a shot in the 


_Juco Soccer _ 


Mark Kilpatrick beat Denham 
and got off a shot from the left 
side of the box, but East Cen- 
tral’s Zath Kilpatrick. 

Denham also made a diving 
save in the first half’s final 
minute. — LPT) acetates oki 

“I thought the guys settled 
the ball around and controlled 
the momentum for the most 
part,” George said. “For a lot 
of the first half, we were run- 
ning around and playing kick- 
ball. I told the guy at halftime to 
settle down, and we did.” 

Brown narrowly missed out 
on his hat trick in the 56th 
minute when a shot glanced off 
the crossbar and out of bounds, 
but the Warriors were not so 
fortunate in the 75th minute. 
Brown penetrated East Cen- 
tral’s box and fired off a pass to 
the left side, and though the 
Warriors deflected the ball, 


Brunson recovered the 
rebound and blasted the 
Eagles’ third goal. 


With the win safe in hand, 
Brown drove the final nail into 
East Central's coffin with his 
third goal of the game in the 
86th minute, winning a footrace 
to the ball in the Warriors’ goal 
box and scoring from close 
range. The Eagles’ defense also 
survived a late scoring threat 
inside their own box, surviving 
a handful of point-blank range 
scoring opportunities from East 
Central before the clearing the 
ball away. 

“Clearman is a well-estab- 
lished player. He executed 
well,” George said. “He's 
improving really well for a 
freshman. He's going to be a 
big-time player, and he’s 
evolving into an excellent 
player.” 

Meridian improved to 6-3 

and will face Copiah-Lincoln 
today at 3 p.m. The Lady Eagles 
will play at 1 p.m 
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@ After beginning season 
action with a 3-1-1 mark, East 
Central Community College’s 
soccer team has dropped its 
last three matches, falling to 
South Division foes Jones 
County Junior College (5-1), 
Meridian Gommunity College. 
(4-0) and Mississippi Gulf 
Coast Community College (3- 


0). 

ECCC's David Prewitt, a 
sophomore midfielder from 
Clarkdale, was the lone scorer 
against the visiting Bobcats 
The Soccer. Wantors fell to 34 
1 overall and 1-3 in division 
play following the Saturday 
afternoon match-up. 

East Central fell to homes- 
tanding MCC Friday night, as 
the Eagles got three goals trom 
Travis Brown and another 
score from Chad Brunson, 
improving to 4-3 and 2-1. 

The Soocer Warriors were 
also scoreless in Wednesday s 
contest at Gulf Coast, who 
improved to 5-3 and 3-0. 

East Central travels to East 
Mississippi Community College 
on Tuesday, Sept. 28 for its 
second match-up with the 
Lions. The Soccer Warriors 
began 2004 competition by 
posting a 4-1 victory over East 
Mississipp! in the season open- 
ing contest held in Decatur. 

Ina schedule change, East 
Central's game against Itawam- 
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NEWTON COUNTY SOCCER WAR 





Members of the 2004 East Central D edinicag Colleg 





e soccer 


team from Newtoh County are (from left) midfielders Tavior Nichols and 
Micah Lanier, both products of Newton County High School. The Soc- 
cer Warriors are 3-1-1 on the young season, following victories over 
East Mississippi (4-1), Holmes (2-1) and Co-Lin (4-1). East Central fell 
to ee. Delta (3-1) and tied Hewemba {< (2 “2. Kenneth bt ak 
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ECCC Soccer Warriors drop recent decisions 


DECATUR—After beginning season action with a 3-1-1 
mark, East Central Community College's soccer team has 
dropped its last three matches, falling to South Division 
foes Jones County Junior College (5-1), Meridian 
Community College (4-0) and Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College (3-0). 

ECCC's David Prewitt, a sophomore midfielder from 
Clarkdale, was the lone scorer against the visiting 
Bobcats. The Soccer Warriors fell to 3+-1 overall and 1-3 
in division play following the Saturday afternoon match- 


up. 

East Central fell to homestanding MCC, as the Eagles 
got three goals from Travis Brown and another score 
from Chad Brunson, improving to 43 and 2-1. 

The Soccer Warriors were also scoreless at Gulf Coast. 
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ECCC Soccer Warriors Fall To 
Itawamba; Defeat EMCC 


DECATUR--hast Central 
Community College's soc- 
cer team dropped a 2-1] de- 
cision to visiting Itawamba 
Community College Friday 
afternoon and defeated 


East Mississippi Commu- 


nity College by the same 
score on Sept. 28 in 


Scooba. Sophomore Jose 


Castillo of Raleigh scored 
the lone goal for the Soc- 
cer Warriors, who fell to 4- 
5-1 following thene 
sion defeat. 





Llaw baa and Sammy 
Wanjoeh tallied for the In- 
dians, whose record im- 
proved to 3-7-2. ECCC 
scorers in the win over East 
Mississippi were freshman 
Kyle Vowell of Neshoba 
Central and sophomore 
David Prewitt of Clarkdale. 
Prewitt was also credited 
with an assist on Vowell’s 


goal and freshman Trey 
Whitehead of Southeast 
Lauderdale PFOVIGEG AD. 


Alan Robertson scored for 
the Soecer Lions, who fell 
to 0-7. In matches sched- 
uled this week, East Cen- 
tral travels to South Divi- 
sion foes Copiah-Lincoln 
Community College on 
Thursday and Pearl River 
Community College on Fri- 
day. The Soccer Warriors 
host Meridian Community 
College at 3 p.m. wae 
October 12. 
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Members of the 2004 East Central Comm 


are (from left) forward/ke 


= 


Warriors 


weekor QCt| 


.- hie 
fe T 


a 


ty College soccer team from Scott County 


: eper Jose Castillo of Morton, and midfielder Luis Araya and forward 


Diego Perez, both of Forest. The Soccer Warriors are 3- 


tories over East Mississippi (4-1), 


/-1 on the young season, following vi 
| SON, gz Vic 
Holmes (2-1) and Co-Lin (4-1). East Central fell to 


Mississippi Delta (3-1) and tied !tawamba (2+2). Kenneth Thompson is in his sixth season as 


head coach. (EC Photo) 
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EC Soccer Warriors 


split pair of matches 


East Central Community 
‘College’s soccer team dropped 
a 2-1 decision to visiting 
Itawamba Community College 
Friday afternoon and defeated 
East. Mississippi by the same 
score on Sept. 28 in Scooba. 

Sophomore Jose Castillo of 
Raleigh scored the lone goal for 
the Warriors, who fell to 4-5-1 
following the non- -division 


defeat. 
James Hawkins and 
Sammy Wanjoeh tallied for the 


Indians, whose record 
improved to 3-7-2. 

ECCC scorers in the win 
over East Mississippi were 
froshmap ) Kyle Vowell of 


* 7 - 
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Neshoba Central and sopho- 
more David Prewitt of Clark- 
dale. 

Prewitt was also credited 
with an assist on Vowell’s goal 
and freshman Trey Whitehead 
of Southeast Lauderdale pro- 
vided an assist when Prewitt 
scored. 

Alan Robertson scored for 
the Lions, who fell to 0-7. 

In matches scheduled for _ 
this we ok, East Central i: is 
scheduled to travel for matches 
with South Division foes Copi- 
ah-Lincoln on Thursday and 
Pearl River on Friday. 

The Warriors host Meridian 
Community Coleeeet ain), 
on Tuesday, Oct. 12: 
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East entre 
College's soccer tea 
_ sions last week, falling 5-0 to home 

standing Pearl River ‘Community 
College on Friday after'earli¢r post- 
ing a 1-0 road win over Copiah-— 
Lincoln Community, College on 
October 6. r al 
| Jose Castillo, a sophomore. 
from Raleigh, scored the winning 


“Community, 


goal against Co-Lin; and was assist. 


ed on the plag by sophomore: Luis 
Araya of Forest. 





| The. seen Warriors, 3-6-1 
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‘split deci- 
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Meridian, Comm Aunity College at 3 
p.m. Tuesday, ‘October Hl. MCC is 
6- 6-0. and 4.2, 

‘ In other difigion match- 
‘ups this week, East Central enter- 
tas Pearl | River)» Community 
College at,.4 p.m, Thursday and 

hosts . - Mississippi. Gulf Coast 
“Community College at 11 au. 


Satu da i hal 





0) “| Phe Soccer! Warriors '¢on- 


clude the regular:season by trayel- 
ing to Jones County Junior College 


-on. Wednesday, October 20. fora 2 
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ECCC soccer team 
splits two contests 


East Central Community College's 
soccer team split decisions last week, 
falling 5-0 to homestanding Pearl 
River Community College on Friday 
after. earlier posting a 1-0 road win 
over Copiah-Lincoln Community 
College last Wednesday. 

Jose Castillo, a sophomore from 
Raleigh, scored the winning goal 
against Co-Lin, and was assisted on 
the play by sophomore Luis Araya of 
Forest. 

The Soccer Warriors, 5-6-1 overall 
and a 2-4 in the South Division play, 
were to host division foe Meridian 
+ ‘omminity College Tuesday. 

In other division matchups this 
week, East Central entertains Pearl 
River at 4 p.m. Thursday and hosts 
Gulf Coast at 11 a.m. Saturday. 

The Soccer Warriors conclude the 
regular season by traveling to Jones 
on Oct. 20 for a 2 p.m. match. 
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_@ East Central Community 
College's soccer team split 
decisions last week, falling 5-0 
to home standing Pearl River 
Community College on 

‘Friday afterearlier posting a 
1-0 road win over Copiah-Lin- 
coin | 
Community College on Octo- 
ber 6, 


Jose Castillo, a sophomore 
from Raleigh, scored the win- 
ning goal against Co-Lin, and 
was assisted on the play by 
sophomore Luis Araya of For- 

The Soccer Warriors, 5-6-1 
overall and a 2-4 in the South 
Division play, host division foe 
Meridian Community College 
at 3 p.m. Tuesday. MCC is 6- 
6-0 and 4-2; __ 

In other division match-ups 
this week, East Central enter- 
tains»Pearl River Community 
College at 4 p.m. Thursday 
and hosts Mississippi Gulf 
Coast Community College at 











11 a.m. Saturday. 

The Soccer Warriors con- 
clude the regular season by 
pn Jones County 
Junior College on Wednesday, 
Oct. 20:for a 2/p.m. match on 
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The Newél "] BEE or: 4 
A team’s final record 


doesn’t always tell the 
entire story. 


A good example of that 


would be the 2004 East Cen- | 


tral’ Community College (i 


men's soccer team. 


The Warriors may have 


finished the 2004 fall season 


coach Kenneth Thompson 
is more than pleased with 


their effort and the way |i) iam 7 


they represented the school. 


“We had a good team and py i 


a good group of guys,” said 


Thompson. “Ten years from ¥. 


now, somebody may look at 
that record and say they 
must not have been a very 


good team. But that wasn't # 


the case.” 
The Warriors, 


was expected back. Howev- 
er, he moved to Texas just 
before play started. East 
Central would lack the scor- 
ing punch they needed all 
season. Thompson set the 
team up where they would 
play at a more patient pace. 

“One day I told them they 
needed to take more shots. 
We could not wait for'a wide 
open goal every time,” said 
Thompson. “Most of our 
games finished with scores 
of 2-1 or 3-2—they were usu- 
ally very close. 

“We played good defense. 
Only two teams scored five 
goals on us all season. But 
we didn't score many goals 
either, and that hurt us.” 

East Central scored 20 


LAKE MESSENGER 


leading 1! 
scorer from the 2003 season 
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ECCC soccer Close i in 2004 


- ROBBIE ROBERTSON/THE NEWTON RECORD 
East Central's Jason Lopez baitles a Mississippi Gulf Coast 
player for the ball. ECCC lost the game 1-0 in overtime. 


goals, led by David Pruitt 
with five. The Warriors 
gave up 38. And five of those 
came in the: final game 
against the Jones Junior 
College, which beat East 
Central 5-1 and won the 
division championship. 

East Central is the lead- 
ing candidate to receive the 
team sportsmanship award. 
The Warriors only received 
eight yellow cards during 
the season which was the 
lowest in the league. 
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Six sophomores will be 
graduating: Regan Den- 
ham, Jose Castill, David 
Pruitt, Luis Araya, Ryan 
Stewart and Jared Weir. 

But Thompson has a good 
group coming back next year, 
including six starters. Return- 
patrick and Daniel Warren; 
Jason Lopez; midfielder Diego 
Perez, forward Kyle Vowell, 
stopper Taylor Nichols, 
Austin Herrington, Zack Join- 
er and Trey Whitehead. 

“We have a good group 
coming back, ahd we,ll try 
to recruit some good fresh- 
men to blend in with them,” 
said Thompson. “We will be 
looking for goalies, goal- 
makers and speed.” 

East Central will start its 
in-district recruiting in 
early December. The War- 


’ riors can recruit and sign 


players out of the district 
after Jan. 15. 
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Neshoba County Soccer Warriors ... 


Members of the 2004 East Central Community College soccer team from Neshoba County are 
(from left) midfielders Kyle Vowell and Austin Herrington, and defender Zach Kilpatrick, all of 
products of Neshoba Central High School. 
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EC to offer women’s soccer 


Women’s soccer has been 
added to the list of sports 
offered at East Central 


Community College ‘in , 


Decatur. 
ECCC President Dr. Phil 
A. Sutphin said plans are to 


begin competition with the 


2005-06 college term. The 
new team will be coached by 
Kenneth Thompson, who is 
also in charge of the men’s 
soccer program. 

Thompson said he looks 
forward to fielding the col- 
lege’s first women’s soccer 
team. » 

“It is an exciting time here 
at East Central. The addition 
of women’s soccer to the ath- 
letic program has caused 
quite a stir in the local com- 
munities. Already several 
female athletes have 
inquired about tryouts. This 
includes students from with- 
in the district as well as those 
from outside the area,” 
Thompson said. 

Thompson said the 

recruiting process is under 
way and he hopes to select- 
the first Soccer Lady 
Warriors on the December 1 
signing date. 

“Lhope to sign as many as 
six or more first-time fresh- 
man athletes within the next 








few weeks. I also plan to sign 
several players from among 


nts enrolled here at East 

Sentral. And in January I 
hope to sign quite a few out- 
of-district players to be a part 





Are the “piate 5 fiester 





“Everyone on the team 
will be making history as 
members of the college’s first 
ever women’s soccer squad. 
Someone will score the first- 
ever goal, the team will expe- 
rience its first-ever win, first 
shutout, etc., and hopefully 
the first playoff appearance. 


It should be an exciting 


year,” Thompson said. 

The new program was 
among items approved at the 
ECCC Board of Trustees 
monthly meeting held Nov. 
9. In recommending the new 


sport to trustees, Dr. Sutphin 
noted — at women’s soccer 

“is one of the fastest growing 
sports in the country” and is 
recognized by the Mississ- 
ippi Association of Comm-_ ; 
unity: and Junior Colleges. 

He stated all. Mississippi 
community colleges that 
offer men’s soccer also field a 
women’s team. Two high 
schools in the ECCC five- 
county district — Neshoba 
Central and Newton County- 
currently field soccer teams 
for'women. 
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ECCC to begin women’s soccer competition in 2005-0 


Women’s soccer has been 
added to the list of sports offered at 
East Central Community College in 
Sutphin said plans are to begin com- 
petition with the 2005-06 College 
term. The new team will be coached 
by Kenneth Thompson, who is also 
in 1 charge of the men's soccer pro- 

gram. Thompson said he looks for- 
aed to fielding the College’s first 
women’s soccer team. 

“It is an exciting time here 
at East Central. The addition of 
women’s soccer to the athletic pro- 
gram has caused quite a stir in the 
local communities. Already several 
female athletes have inquired about 
tryouts. This includes students from 
within the district as well as those 
from outside the area,” Thompson 
said, 

Thompson said the recruit- 
ing process is underway and he 
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hopes to select the first Soccer Lady 
Warriors on the December | signing 
date. 

“| hope to sign as many as 
six Or more first-time freshman ath- 
letes within the next few weeks. | 
also plan to sign several players 
from among students enrolled here 
at East Central. And in January | 
hope to sign quite a few out-of-dis- 
trict players to be a part of the 
College's first ever women’s soccer 
team,” Thompson said. He noted the 
significance of beginning a new 
sport. | 

“Everyone on the team will 
be making history as members of the 
College's first ever women’s soccer 
squad. Someone will score the first 


ever goal, the team will experience 


its first ever win, first shutout, etc., 
and hopefully the first playoff 


‘appearance. It should be an exciting 


year,” Thompson said. 
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The new program was 
among items approved at the ECCC 
Board of Trustees monthly meeting 
held Nov. 9. In recommending the 
new sport to trustees, Dr. Sutphin 
noted that women’s soccer “is one of 
the fastest growing sports in the 
country” and is recognized by the 
Mississippi Association of 
Community and Junior Colleges. He 
stated all Mississippi community 
colleges that offer men’s soccer also 
field a women’s team. Two high 
schools in the ECCC five-county 
district - Neshoba Central and 
Newton County- currently field soc- 
cer teams for women, and additional 
area schools have indicated interest 
in offering the sport. He also noted 
the low cost in operating the pro- 
gram. 

“Women’s soccer will not 
require a large initial capital outlay, 
nor a large budget to maintain the 


program. And we already have prac- 
tice/game facilities available due to 
the men’s soccer program,” he said. 
Thompson said he hopes to see the 
current soccer facilities upgraded as 
women enter the program. 

“We really need lights for 
the field as well as a field house for 
home ahd visiting teams to use. The 
College is purchasing a new bus to 
travel on which is great news, but 
funding is still needed to help with 
the other upgrades,” Thompson stat- 
ed. 


Anyone interested in pro- 
viding support for the new program 
or for more information regarding 
women’s soccer, contact Coach 
Kenneth Thompson at ECCC, 
Phone 635-2111 or call toll free, 1- 
877-462-3222, ext. 370. ae email 
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McDill Inks with ECCC Women’s Soccer 
Maggie McDill, seated right, a Newton County High School senior, is the first 
high school soccer player to sign for the new women’s soccer team at East Central 
Community College. Seated to her left is Kenneth Thompson, ECCC soccer coach. 
Present for the signing were her parents, Randy McDill, standing left, and Ellen 
Upton, standing right. Chad Bond, center, is the Newton County soccer coach. 
McDill is one of the top ranked students academically with a 4.0 GPA. She has 
played on the varsity soccer team for six years and has won various awards includ- 
ing the Cougar Award and the Defensive Most Valuable Player Award. She has 
made the all-division team the last three years and was voted the Division 4-3A 
Defensive Player of the Year in 2003-2004. Photo by Lois Cooper. 
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Sina aaa pike oe Fi rs Jerica Williamson (seated left), Samantha Giambrone, Briana 
Central Community Colle Fe oe eee SOF intent on Thursday to play soocer at East 
Neshoba Central socce ge as ECCC soccer coach Kenneth Thompson, left standing.-and 
" players to sign with East Cons aneo Metheny look on. The four players are the first-cne 
2005. Stinson is a volt Nee S women’s Soccer program, which will field its first team | 
from Neshoba Central, she Giateeta Besos D cone cut 's a second-year midfielder 
14 years. Williamson Is a former att ier, a 9-foot-9 goalkeeper who has played soccer for 
where she plays midfield. Not pictured : : 
County and former district Defensive 
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ECCC PHOTO 


PLAYERS HONORED 


Members of the 2004 East Central Community College men's soccer 
team were honored at the annual Fall Sports Awards Banquet. Seated 
from left are Jose Castillo and David Prewitt. Standing from left are Luls 
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se |; Daniel Warren, Clark- 
ounty; Dies 2, Carols 


as Vowel Repebe Cant Ragan Den- 
dale ; Luis saps Acie and 





CARTHAGINIAN 





i ies 
es 
SES 
ft is shown Stee eens ralenanie Ga annual Fall aot 
Awards Banquet held in Mabry Memorial Cafeteria on the Decatur campus. Team members — 
include (seated from left) Jason Lopez, Forest; Jose Castillo, Raleigh; Coach Thompson; David . 
Prewitt, Clarkdale; and Ryan Stewart. BE ce and (standing from left) Zach Join- 
er, Carthage; Jared Weir, Clarkdale; Austin Herrington .. Neshoba 
dale; Zach Kilpatrick, Newton County: Micah anier "Newton ¢ 
Arturo Tores, Bogota,, Colombia, South falba 
nam, Northeast Lauderdale; Trey Whitehead, Southeast La ude 
‘aylor Nichols, Newton County. The Socoer Warriors were 5- 
South Division action. —— 
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ECCC signs first women’s soccer players 


@ Newton County's 
Maggie McDill first 
official signee of program. 


eee ee ee a | Reco 
SPREE fo iit Keo 


fetes 


A Newton County High school 
standout and four top piavers from 


Neshoba Central High School are § 


the first members of the new 
women's soccer team at East Cen- 
tral Community College in 
Decatur, soccer coach Kenneth 
Thompson announced. 

Joining the Lady Warrior soccer 
program are Lady Cougar Maggie 
MecDill, a 54 midfielder, and Lady 





a §2 midfielder 
Samanth 
Giambrone, a 5-9 Giamb: ber, 
keeper and JTerica i4 Sars 
Williamson, @ 5-5 includ 


a ey 
a oh TS ie 


ir F ockets, and ts a rectpient of 
= a Champion Award, 
» has played soccer for 
Hh mors she has received 
nclude most 


Rockets Bri where she earned the best «© Mayzie McDill- Newton Coun- 
Stinson. a 37 for- dani Haver award. Burt has ty: Maggie is a 5foot4 midfield 
) ward, Celeste Burt, played soccer two years for the player from Newton County, She is 


the daughter of Randy McDill and 
Ellen Upton of Decatur Maggie 
has played soccer for six years at 
Newton County 


valuable defensive During this time she has won 


— 3 midfielder player ani second team All-State. such awards as the District Defen- 
McDill McDill ha S play ‘ed Willamson is a two-year soccer sive MVP Cougar Award, and 
soccer at Newton plaver, ‘and received’ the most Team Defensive MVP This year 

County for six years Honors she improved player award. Maggie has scored one goal and 


has received include District The ECCC Lady Soccer Warriors given three assist thus far in the 
Defensive MVP, Cougar aad and begin competition in the fall 2005. season. Maggie also plays tennis, 
Team Defensive MVP. semester runs cross country, and is a cheer- 


Stinson is a four-year member of 
the Neshoba Central girls’ soceer signed: 


season, Briana plays te 

and is a cheerleader at 
Neshoba Central. She has a 
3.9 average and plans to 
maior in nursing. 

» Celeste Burt- N eshoba { 
Central: Celeste is a 5-foot-2 
midfield player from Nesho- 
ba Central. She is the 
daughter of Jeff and Dedra 
Burt of Philadelphia. 
Celeste has played soccer 





Here is a rundown of the players 


See SOCCER, Page 3B 


ene ae is a oie 





feat All retate Ot hon 
Samantha also plays soft- 
ball for the Lady Rockets. 

- Jerica Williamson- 
Neshoba Central: Jerica is 
a 5-foot-6 midfield player 
‘om Neshoba Central. She 

is the daughter of James 
Williamson of Philadelphia. 
Jerica has played soccer for 
Two years at Neshoba Cen- 
tral where she earned the 











for two years at i —— articipates 





theyFeartof a ¢ | 
palurd Colonia vent ee 
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ECCC announces first women’s soccer team signees 


A Newton County High cer coach Kenneth 
School standout and four top Thompson. 
players from Neshoba Joining the Lady Warrier 
Central High School are the soccer program are Lady 
first members of the new Cougar Maggie McDill, a 5-4 
women's soccer team atEast midfielder, and Lady 
Central Community College Rockets Briana Stinson, a 5- 
in Decatur, announced soc- 7 forward, Celeste Burt, a 5- 
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2 midfielder, Samantha Defensive MVP, Cougar 
Giambrone,s 5-9 keeperand Award and Team Defensive 
Jerica Williamson, a 5-5 MVP. s 

midfielder Stinson is a four-year 


MclTkll has plaved soccerat member of the Neshoba 
Newton County for six Central girls’ soccer team, 
years. Honors she has where she earned the best 
received include District offensive player award. 
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Lady Warriors will 
be young this season 


By Marty Stamper 
EMG Sports. Basistant 

DECATUR — ‘No experi- 
ence necessary’ might’ BE the 
motto of the 2004 East Central 
Community College women’s 
softball team. 

Of the 17 players on this 
year’s roster, only one — Krissi 
Harris — started last spring. 

“We're mostly freshmen,” 
said first-year head coach Scott 
Hill. “We've got one returning 
starting sophomore, so we're 
going to really be testing the 
waters those first few games.” « 

The Lady Warriors are 
slated to open their season on 
Feb. 19 in a doubleheader at 
Jones. The home opener is set 
for March 1 when Southwest 
Mississippi comes to town for a 
pair of games. 

Other sophomores are first 
baseman Summer Richie and 
third baseman Samantha Par- 
tridge. Richie has been both- 
ered by a knee injury, Hill said. 

The rest of the team is made 
up of freshmen, although five 
were members of Newton 
County High School's Class 3A 
state championship team of 
2003. Former Lady Cougars on 
the ECCC roster are right 
fielder Obreisha Davis, center 
fielder Shelly Ferguson, 
pitcher/outfielder Lauren Bar- 
rett, shortstop Kristin Chaney 
and second baseman Suzanne 
Chaney. 
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2004 SCHEDULE 
Feb, 19 at Jones 
Feb. 23 at Co-Lin 
Feb. 26 at Shelton State 
March 1 Southwest (DH) 
March 4 Jones 
March 9 at Southwest 
March 12 at Pearl River 
March 24 Co-Lin 
March 26-27 at NE Tourney 
March 31 at Miss. Delta 

| April 2 Holmes 

April 6 at Meridian 


April 12 
April 14 
April 16 
April 20 
April 24 
April 27 
May 1 


Pearl River 

at Hinds 

Miss. Delta 

at Holmes 
Meridian 

East Mississippi 
Hinds 


TEAM MEMBERS 
Summer Richie, Krissi Harris, 


| Samantha Partridge, Lisa Wolf, 
| Jhaun 
| Sparnecht, Alana Moore, Shelly | 
| Ferguson,, Crystal White, Lauren 


Obreisha Davis, 


Barrett, Kristin Chaney, Suzanne 
Chaney, Lindsey’ Bostick, 
Kotreece Bender, Mariey Smith, 
Kristi Willis, Mandy Eakes. 





going on for a while,” Hill said. 
“We hope we don’t have them 
for a while because that means 
they will have done well in bas- 
ketball. It’s not going to be 


good for us, but that’s okay. We 


definitely want the girls to do 
well and it looks like they will.” 
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“We've got some girls that 
have had a little success in high 
school, but this is going to be 
on a different playing field,” Hill 
said. “I feel good about who 
we're going to be putting out 
on the field, but there'll be a 
little period of getting used to 


this level.” 


Other freshmen include 
pitcher/outfielder Lisa Wolf, 
catcher/third baseman Jhaun 
Sparnecht, catcher/first 
baseman Alana Moore, out- 
fielder Crystal White, out- 
fielder/first baseman Lindsey 
Bostick, third baseman/first 
baseman Kotreece Bender, 
pitcher/shortstop/outfielder 
Marley Smith, catcher/short- 
stop Kristi Willis, and first 
baseman Mandy Eakes. 

Barrett and Smith are the 
probable starters on the 
mound. 

Bender and Kristin Chaney 
won't join the squad until the 
basketball season is over. The 
basketball team is a virtual lock 
for the Region 23 Tournament, 
March 1-4. 

“We feel like Kristin Chaney 
and Kotreece Bender will be 
able to come out and help us 
once they get through, but 
their season is going to be 


Hill is another rookie to the 
game as his only fast-pitch 
coaching experience came in 
the brief fall season. He has 
coached haseball at the high 
school level, going 193-98 at | 
Philadelphia High School. 

Since many of the more suc- 
cessful high school fast-pitch 
coaches in the area previously 
coached baseball, that could 
mean a relatively painless 
learning petiod. 

“IT hope it does,” Hill said. 
“There are some similarities, 
There’s a few adjustments I'm 
going to have to go through as 
a coach, but I don't feel like 
they'll be big adjustments. The 
ne thing is coaching an older 

id.” 

Adapting to junior-college 
level pitching will be a key to 
this year’s success. 

“You can look at some of the 
teams in our district, especially 
Meridian, that’s going to puta 
good pitcher on the mound. 
Hinds is going to put ie 

ng on the mound,” | 
ad “We're going to have to 
go out and some girls will have 
to face pitching they're not 
accustomed to facing. 

“We really won't find out 





how good we are until we face 


some of that good competition.” 
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Community College softball ‘gets 
underway Thursday, February 19 
when first-year head coach Scott 
Hill leads his Lady Warriors against 
Jones County Junior College in 
Ellisville. 

Hill, a former ECCC 
Diamond Warrior who successfully 
led baseball and slow-pitch softball 
teams at Philadelphia High School 
prior to. joining the East Central 
staff, takes over for longtime coach 
Mike Anderson who retired follow- 
ing the 2003 campaign, Anderson 
had directed the Lady Warrior soft- 
ball program since its inception in 
1992. 





The new Lady Warrior 
head mentor said he “eagerly antici- 
pates” the start of the 2004 fast- 
pitch campaign, especially with 
such a talented although young 
squad. 

“lam very pleased with the 
young ladies on this team. We are 


made up of mostly. ttn play- 


ers, so I think there a learn- 
ing period to start the season, Once 
we get a few games under our belts, 

I think we will be okay, Thus far, it 
has been a real pleasure preparing 
for the upcoming season with these 
young ladies on a daily basis,” Hill 
said, 

And what kind of team can fans 
expect to see this season? 

“1 think the fans will be pleased by 
what they see. We will be a very 
scrappy team. and one that will to 
work very hard every time out. After 
playing a very difficult fall sched 
ule, which included teams such as 
Mississippi State and Delta State, I 
get the feeling that our players will 
have a lot of character and will not 
settle for mediocrity,” Hill statec 

Hill said the strength of 
this year’s squad is probably the 
defense. 

“We have a chance to be a 
good defensive squad. I don’t think 
you will see us hitting the long ball 
all that often, but I think we will be 
able to move runners a number of 
different ways,” he said. 
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Hill said his players have 
adjusted well to his style of coach- 
ing, which he said is very basic in 
nature: 

“Hard work and dedication 
are the keys in just about everything 
one does. Our players understand 
that to be successful they must work 
really hard on a daily basis. I hope 
that my style provides the type of 
environment that will allow the 
team to be dedicated in reaching our 
goals for the season.” 

The lone starter from last 
year’s team is Krissi Harris, a prod- 
uct of Newton County High School. 

Hill said of his top 
returnee: “Krissi is a very versatile 
player who will be asked to play a 
number of different roles. She can 
play both outfield and infield effec- 
tively, while possibly being asked to 
assume some pitching duties.” 

Other returning players are 
first baseman Summer Ritchie, a 
Lamar High School graduate, and 
third baseman Samantha Partridge, 


~ who hails from Noxapater. 


“Summer and Samantha 
have worked hard and we will look 
for leadership from both of them,” 
Hill commented. 

Hill welcomes 14 fresh- 
men, who include outfielders Shelly 
Ferguson and Obreisha Davis, mid- 
dle infielders Kristin Chaney and 
Suzanne Chaney, and _pitcher/out- 
fielder Lauren Barrett, all of Newton 
County; infielders Lindsey Bostick, 
Mandy Eakes and Jhaun Spamecht, 
all of Philadelphia; infielder/out- 
fielder/pitcher Marley Smith of 
Union; infielder Kristi Willis of 
Choctaw Central; infielder/catcher 
Alana Moore of Neshoba Central; 
infielder Kotreece Bender of 
Newton; outfielder Crystal White of 
Pelahatchie; and outfielder/pitcher 
Lisa Wolf of Traverse City, 
Michigan. 
| Hill said the group ffom 
Newton County “brings a lot of tal- 
ent to the team because of the suc- 
cess they had in high school, win- 
ning three fast-pitch state titles,” 

The trio from Philadelphia 





Kpec ‘rappy’ Lady Warrior 
ill ween’ to take field in 2004 


will also be counted on to help the 
lead the Lady Warrior program to a 
winning campaign. 

“All three have had suc- 
cessful high school careers and have 
shown the willingness to work 
hard,” Hill stated. Hill said Smith 
“brings versatility to the squad and 
will be depended on heavily. She 
also comes from a very good high 
school program.” 

Regarding Willis, Hill said 
she “is a very dependable player 
who will share duties on the infield 
as well as behind the plate.” 

Hill described Moore as “a 
very experienced player who does a 
good job offensively as well as 
defensively. She played on some 
real good teams at Neshoba 
Central.” 

Bender, Hill noted, “is a 
very strong, athletic player who will 
be joining the team along with 
Kristin Chaney after the conclusion 


of the Lady Warriors * successful 
basketball season.” 
White, Hill added, has 


shown “a real willingness to work 
hard and improve her game in the 
outfield.” 

Wolf, he commented, “has 
the ability to throw strikes and could 
log some innings for us in the mid- 
dle of the diamond.” 

Student assistants for the 
2004 Lady Warrior fast-pitch soft- 
ball team are Ty Culpepper, A. 
Momit Abi Bell and Jonathan 
Holland, all of Philadelphia; Lamar 
Mayo of Louisville; and Cortez 
Washington of Jackson. 

Hill said he is “most appre- 
ciative” of the support he has 
received thus far and invites every- 
one to come to the games, 

“T want to thank all of the 
folks who have helped us prepare 
for the upcoming season. I would 
really like to see the fans get behind 
this team. I am very excited going 
into this first season and so are the 


girls. This energy will be very evi-———— 


dent to the fans and it should prove 
to be a fun season,” Hill said. 
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Lady Warriors split with Jones 
The East Central Communi 
: aiegll unity College fast-pitch softh: 
Bite hie toe a split in the squad's first action of the Vee il 
rt 2 y Warriors (1-1) picked up a 6-3 win in the five 
inti against Jones Junior College, after ECCC fell 6-5 in nine 
Marley ue first of two games on Thursday. are 
Sine bMing up rte the win for ECCC in the second 
81 p three runs on three hits in five innings Cu: 
(0) struck peg et riba three hits in five innings, Smith 
elly Ferguson hit a pair of doubles to pac rade'y 
"eS : Judes to pace the Lady War- 
ant offense, and Chrissy Harris recorded two hits in the 


In the opening game, fiv * be 

- ‘| e E “ oe ee © ! cae . La 
ape ion the extra-innings lose Patter tallied multiple 
“tguson, omith, Susanne Chaney, Kristi Willis ane 

isha Davis each } Chaney, Kristi Willis a 
ote Davis each had two hits in the loss. Racuicn me 

aney each hit one double. MURR 
— Tony Krausz 
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| JUCO SOFTBALL 


Jones 4 East Centrals 
Eas! Centrald, Jones.) 
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EC softball team debuts Thursday 


Anew era in East Central Community 
College softball gets under way 
Thursday when first-year head coac 
Scott Hill leads his Lady Warriors against 
Jones County Junior College in Ellisville. 

Hill, a former ECCC Diamond 
Warrior who successfully led baseball 
and slow-pitch softball teams at 
Philadelphia High School prior to join- 
ing the East Central staff, takes over for 
longtime coach Mike Anderson who 
retired following the 2003 campaign. 
Anderson had directed the Lady 
Warrior softball program since tts 
inception in 1992. 

The new Lady Warrior head mentor 
said he “eagerly anticipates” the start of 
the camper especially with such a 
talented, although young, squad. 

“T am very pleased with the young 
ladies on this team,” Hill said. “We are 
made up of mostly first-year players, so 
I think there will be a learning period to 
start the season. Once we get a few 
games under our bells7T think we will 
be okay. 

“Thus far, it has been a real pleasure 
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preparing for the upcoming season with 
these young ladies on a daily basis. 

“| think the fans will be pleased by 
what they see, We will be a very scrap- 
py team, and one that will work very 
hard every time out. I get the feeling 
that our players will have a lot of char- 
acter and will not settle for mediocrity.” 

Hill said the strength of this year’s 
squad is probably the defense. 

“We have a chance to be a good 
defensive squad. I don’t think you will 
see us hitting the long ball all that often, 
but I think we will be able to move run- 
ners a number of different ways.” 

The lone starter from last year's 
team is Krissi Harris, a product of 
Newton County High School. 

“Krissi is a very versatile player who 
will be asked to play a number of dif- 
ferent roles,” Hill said. “She can play 
both outfield and infield effectively, 
while possibly being asked to assume 
some pitching duties.” 

- Other returning players are first 
baseman Summer Ritchie and third 
baseman Samantha Partridge. 


Hill welcomes 14 freshmen, includ- 
ing five members of Newton County's ~ 
2003 Class 3A state championship team. 
They are outfielders Shelly Ferguson — 
and Obreisha Davis, middle infielders 
Kristin Chaney and Suzanne Chaney, 
and pitcher / outfielder Lauren Barrett. 

Hill said the group, from Newton 
County, “brings a lot of talent to the : 
team because of the success they had in - 
high school, winning three fast-pitch - 
state titles.” | 

Other freshmen are __ infielders. 
Lindsey Bostick, Mandy Eakes, and - 
Jhaun Sparnecht, all of Philadelphia; 
infielder /outfielder/ pitcher Marley 
Smith of Union; infielder Kristi Willis of 
Choctaw Central; ‘infielder/ catcher. 
Alana Moore of Neshoba Central; 
infielder Kotreece Bender of Newton; 
outfielder Crystal White of Pelahatchie; 
and outfielder/ pitcher Lisa Wolf of 
Traverse City, Michigan. 

Hill said Smith, “brings versatility to. 
the squad and will be depended on 
heavily. She also comes from a very 
good high school program at Union.” 
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ECCC Fast-Pitch Softball Team : 
Members of the East Central Community College fast-pitch softball team and their respective high schools for 
the 2004 season include (seated, left to right) manager Cortez Washington of Jackson Lanier, Crystal White of 
Pelahatchie, Suzanne Chaney, Obreisha Davis and Kristin Chaney, all of Newton County; Kristi Willis of 
Choctaw Central, and manager A. Momit Abi Bell of Philadelphia; (kneeling) manager Jonathan Holland of 
Philadelphia, Krissi Harris of Newton County, Lindsey Bostick of Philadelphia, Lauren Barrett, of Newton 
County; Mandy Eakes of Philadelphia, Lisa Wolf of Morton, Jhaun Sparnecht of Philadelphia, and manager 
Lamar May of Louisville; and (standing) manager Ty Culpepper of Philadelphia, Kotreece Bender of Newton, 
Shelly Ferguson of Newton County, Marley Smith of Union, Alana Moore of Neshoba Central, Summer Richie 
of Lamar Academy, Samantha Partridge of Noxapater, and coach Scott Hill. ECCC Photo 
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Lisa Wolf 
Lisa Wolf of Morton is a member of 
the East Central Community College fas:- 
pitch sofiball team for the 2004 campaign 
Wolf, a freshman outfielder/pitcher, is a prod- 
uct of Traverse City West High School in 
Traverse, Michigan. Scott Hill begins his firs! 
year as head coach of the Lady Diamond 
Warriors. East Central Community College is 
located in Decatur, MS. (EC Photo) 
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Crystal White 
Crystal White is a member of the East 
Central CommunityCollege fast-pitch softball 
team for the 2004 campaign. White, a freshman 
outfielder, is a product of Pelahatchie High 
School. Scott Hill begins his first year as head 
coach af the Lady Diamond Warriors. (EC 
Photo) 
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__ Special to the Record 

A new era in East Central 
Community College softball 
gets under way Thursday, 
Feb. 19 when first-year head 
coach Scott Hill leads his 
Lady Warriors against 
Jones County Junior Col- 
lege in Ellisville. 

Hill, a former ECCC Dia- 
mond Warrior who success- 
fully led baseball and slow- 
pitch softball teams at 
Philadelphia High School 
prior to joining the East 
Central staff, takes over for 
longtime coach Mike 
Anderson who retired fol- 
lowing the 2003 campaign. 
Anderson had directed the 
Lady Warrior softball pro- 
gram since its inception in 








softhall I squad to take field i in 2 


ihe new Lady Warrior 
head mentor said he “eager- 
ly anticipates” the start of 
the 2004 fast-pitch cam- 
paign, especially with such 
a talented although young 
squad, 

“T am very pleased with 
the young ladies on this 
team. We are made up of 
mostly first-year players, so 
I think there will be a learn- 
ing period to start the sea- 
son. Once we get a few 
games under our belts, | 
think we will be okay. Thus 
far, it has been a real plea- 


sure preparing for the 


upcoming season with 
these young ladies on a 
daily basis,” Hill said. 





And vipat Kind cf aah 
can fans expect to see this 
season? 

“T think the fans will be 
pleased by what they see. 


. We will be a very scrappy 
team, and one that will to ° 
work very hard every time 


out. After playing a very dif- 
ficult fall schedule, which 
included teams such as Mis- 
Sissippi State and Delta 
State, I get the feeling that 
our players will have a lot of 
character and will not settle 
for mediocrity,” Hill stated. 

Hill said the strength of 
this. year’s squad is proba- 
bly the defense. 

“We have a chance to be a 
good defensive squad. I 
don’t think you will see us 


APPEAR The 2004 East Gaiiral i Communi Cotiage Eaey Warrior softball team. 


hitting the long ball all that 
LAKE Ml often, but I think we will be 
able to move runners a 
SCOTT C€ rogenind of different ways,” 


UNION am ‘a's said his = have 
adjusted well to his style of 
siecle coaching, which he said is 
SPIRIT ¢ very basicinnature: _ 
“Hard work and dedica- 
IMPACT 


tion are the keys in just 
about everything one does. 
Our players understand 
that to be successful they 
must work really hard on a 
daily basis. I hope that my 
style provides the type of 
environment that will allow 
the team to be dedicated in 
reaching our goals for the 


season.” 

The lone starter from last 
year’s team is Krissi Harris, 
@ product of Newton Coun- 
ty High School. 

Hill 
returnee: “Krissi is a very 
versatile player who will be 


See ECCC, back page 


said of his top———— 
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1 Samantha Regarding Willis, Hil 
and we said she “ ‘is a very depend- 
| able p player who will share 
om Doth of them,” Hill 2s Deka the infield as well 
| plate.” Hill 
Hill cat: AS 14 fresh- a Moore as “; 
men, who inchite utfield- expr * gees 
Se” Ferguson and does a good job offensivel 
Obreisha a Davis, middle as well as Some a She 


atid Stan Chaney ey. and. teams. 
pitcher outlier Lauren _Bender, 
ett, all ° f Newton very stro : ‘ a ies Rit: 























Sorters: ithe? | few 


Smith of Union; infie der “White ci nadoete a 


Kristi Willis of Choctaw shown “a willingness 
Central; infielder/catcher to work Sane and improve 
Moore of of Neshoba her game in the cathe 
Central; infielder Kotreece f, he cc 











of Traverse City, Michigan, “Hill said he is “most 
_ Hill said the group from appreciative” of f the sup- 
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Lady Diamond Warriors notch 


first season victo 


First-year East Central 
Community College fast-pitch soft 
ball coach Scott Hill and his Lady 
Diamond Warriors picked up their 
first win of the 2004 campaign by 
defeating Jones. County Junior 
golcee 6-3 in the second game of a 

uble-header played Fel 
in Ellisville, epi 


Freshman hurler Marley * 


the five-inning contest, which was 
called due to darkness. 

Shelly Ferguson of Newton 
C ounty had two doubles to Jead the 
: a Warrior offense, Krissj Harris 
also a Newton County product cob 
lected two hits in the victory. 

The Lady Warriors lost the 


, first game 6-5 in: extra innings. 


ry at Jones 


two singles in the nine-innin . 
test. <4 

| Last Central's doublehead- 
er with Copiah-Lincoln C ommunity 
College scheduled February 23 in 
Wesson was Postponed due to the 
eather, The Lady Diamond 
Warriors travel to Shelton State in 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. on Thursday 


Smith of Union picked Vi 

| d up the victo- 
ty for East Central, which evened its 
record to 1-1, Smith fanned four 
batters and allowed just three hits in 
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Ferguson: and Suzanne Chaney of 
Newton County each had a double 
and single, and Smith, Obreisha 
Davis of Newton Gounty, and Kristi 
Willis of Choctaw Central each had 


February 26. The first home games 


are scheduled against Southwest 


roe Community 
onday, March 1, beginning a 
or eginning at | 
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ECCC Lady Diamond Warriors 
Notch First Season Victory At Jones 


DECATUR--First-year 
East Central Community 
College fast-pitch softball 
coach Scott Hill and his 
Lady Diamond Warriors 
picked up their first win of 
the 2004 campaign by de- 
feating Jones County Jun- 
ior College 6-3 in the sec- 
ond game of a double- 
header played February 19 
in Ellisville. Freshman 
hurler Marley Smith of 


Union picked up the vic- 
tory for East Central, 
which evened its record to 
|-1. Smith fanned four bat- 
ters and allowed just three 
hits in the five-inning con- 
test, which was called due 
to darkness. Shelly 
Ferguson of Newton 
County had two doubles to 
lead the Lady Warnor of- 
fense. Krissi Harris, also 
a Newton County product, 
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collected two hits in the vic- 
tory. The Lady Warriors 
lost the first game 6-5 in 
extra innings. Ferguson 
and Suzanne Chaney of 
Newton County each had 
a double and single, and 
Smith, Obreisha Davis of 
Newton County, and Kristi 
Willis of Choctaw Central 
each had two singles in the 
nine-inning contest. 
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EAST CENTRAL 


WINS (1) — Jones County, 6-3. 

LOSSES (1) — Jones County, 6- 
oS: 

REMAINING SCHEDULE: Feb, 23 
at Copiah-Lincoin; Feb. 26 at Shelton 
(Ala.) State; Mar. 1 host Southwest 
Mississippi; Mar. 4 host Jones Coun- 
ty: Mar. 9 at Southwest Mississippi: 
Mar. 12 at Pearl River: Mar. 24 host 
Copiah-Lincoin; Mar. 26-27 at North- 

| @ast Mississippi Tournament: Mar. 31 
at Mississippi Delta; April 2 host 
Holmes; April 6 at Meridian; April 8 at 
East Mississippi; April 12 host Peart 
River; April 14 at Hinds; April 16 host 
Mississippi Delta; April 20 at Holmes: 
April 24 host Meridian: April 27 host 
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ECCC softball team takes two wins 


East Central Community College swept a Thursday dou- 
bleheader against Jones Junior Coneee ee uA | 

ning the first game a ceed a close 4 

2 vietory in the second contest | ~ 
: ete sare in the top of the seventh \ 


secured the first win for the Lady Warriors in § 


the day’s first game. 


In the second game, ECCC led 4-2 in the 
seventh before Jones closed the gap 
run before the Lady Warriors escape 


Molly Smith and Lisa Wolf got 
which is now 4-2. 
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d with a one-run win. 
the wins for East Central, 


_— Will Bardwell 
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Smith gets win as EC 
takes two from Jones 


East Central Community 
College’s. Lady _Diamond 
Warriors. improved to 4-2 
under first-year by 
head coach Scott Marty 
Hill by taking a Stamper 
pair of contests 
from Jones Thursday on the 
Decatur campus. | 

EC won the first game 11- 
3 and captured the nightcap 
4-3 in the first EC home sott- 
ball contest to be played 
under the lights. 

A six-run rally in the top of 
the seventh helped secure the 
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first win for the Lady Warriors. 
Marley Smith of Union was 
credited with the victory. 
Lisa Wolf got the win in 
game two after shutting 
down the Lady Bobcats, who 
managed just one run m the 
seventh after trailing 4-2 in 
the final stanza. | 
EC will be on the road 
this week, traveling to 
Southwest Mississippl on 
Tuesday and to Pearl River 
on Friday. No games are 
scheduled during the spring 
break holidays, March 15-19. 
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ECCC softball team wins three 


Lady Warriors now 4-2; 
Warrior baseball team 
splits two with Jones 


~ By ROCKY HIGGINBOTHAM — 
Sports Editor 


The East Central Community Col- 
lege softball team won three of its four 
contests last week. 

The Lady Warriors split a double- 
header last Monday at home against 
Southwest Mississippi, winning 5-2 in 
the nightcap after dropping a 6-2 deci- 
sion in the opener. 

But EC and first-year head coach 
Scott Hill rebounded on Thursday. 
sweeping a twinbill from Jones Coun- 
ty Junior College by scores of 11-3 
and 4-3. 

The Lady Warriors entered this 
week with a 4-2 record, and were to 
visit Southwest Monday. They'll go to 
highly-touted Pearl River on Friday 
before taking an 1]-day break. 

In last Monday's twinbill against 
Southwest, EC’s Marley Smith of 
Union picked up the win in the second 
game. In the opener, the Lady Bears 


Southwest out-hit ECCC 13-6, 
with Lauren Barrett (0-2) taking the 
loss. Against Jones, the Lady Warriors 
staged a six-mun rally in the top of the 
seventh inning to give themselves a 
big cushion in the 11-3, opening-game 
win. Former Philadelphia standout 
Jhaun Spamecht had a pair of doubles 
and Smith (3-0) got the win on the hill. 

Lisa Wolf (1-0) was the winning 
pitcher in game two. 

* ECCC baseball: The Warriors 
split two games with Jones last week, 
winning 8-2 in the opener of a double- 
header before falling 3-2 in the second 
contest. 

ECCC, which is 5-6 overall, was 
scheduled to play Gulf Coast last 


Tuesday but no results were available. 
The Warriors were slated to host 
Wabash (Ill.) Valley College Monday 
and go to Southwest Tuesday before 
returning home to entertain Itawamba 
on Saturday. 

In the split against Jones, the AWar- 
riors scored four times in the fifth 
inning to break open a close game and 
take an 8-2 win in the opener, 

Mario Thomas and Dexter Sellers 
both had a single and a double for 
ECCC, while Brent M¢Millan picked 
up the win on the mound. 

In the second game, Hunter John- 
son was the tough-luck loser, as Jones 
scored three times tn the bottom of the 
third. inning and held on for a 3-2 win. 








scored three times in the top of the 
fifth to break a scoreless ti, as 
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Three Lady Rockets sign to play at ECCC ... st 


East Central Community College fast-pitch softball coach Scott Hill didn’t have to go too far to 
find his first signees for the 2004 recruiting period. Hill, the former Philadelphia High School 
baseball and softball coach, was on hand last Wednesday at Neshoba Central — where he 
picked up the signature of three Lady Rocket stars. Allison McDaniel, Sarah Williamson and 
Lindsey Smith (pictured sitting above, left to right) all signed national letters-of-intent to play 
next season for Hill at East Central. Shown standing in back are Hill and Neshoba Central soft- 
ball coach Tommy Holland. Not pictured, but present for the signing ceremony, were parents Jim 
and Linda McDaniel, Janice and Ray Williamson and Jan and Dwight Smith. 
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EC notches 2 wins 
on softball diamond 


The East Central Commu- 
nity College Lady Diamond 
Warriors improved to 4-2 
under first-year head coach 
Scott Hill by taking a pair of 
contests from Jones County 
Junior College Thursday in 
Decatur. 

ECCC won the first game of 
the day 11-3 and captured the 
nightcap 4-3 in the first soft- 
ball contest to be played under 
lights at the Decatur campus. 

A six-run rally in the top of 
the seventh helped secure the 
first win for the Lady Warriors. 

Marley Smith of Union was 
credited with the pitching win 
for the Lady Warriors. 


Lisa Wolf of Morton earned 
the win on the mound in the 
second game of the day after 
shutting down the Lady Bob- 
cats. 

Wolf carried a 4-2 edge into 
the fourth and surrendered 
only one run in the final 
inning. 

East Central will be on the 
road this week, traveling to 
Southwest Mississippi Com- 
munity College in Summit on 
Tuesday, March 9, and to Pear! 
River Community College on 
Friday, March 12. 

No games are scheduled 
during the spring break holi- 
days, March 25-29. 
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erent. 
ECCC Lady Diamond 
Warriors sweep Jones 
@ East Central Community Col- 
lege's Lady Diamond Warriors 
improved to 4-2 under first-year 
head coach Scott Hill by taking a 
pair of contests from Jones 
County Junior College Thursday 
on the Decatur campus. 

East Central won the first 
game 11-3 and captured the 
nightcap 4-3 in the first ECCC 
softball contest to be played 
under the lights. A six-run rally in 
the top of the seventh helped 
secure the first win for the Lady 
Warriors. Marley Smith of Union 
was credited with the victory. 

Lisa Wolf of Morton got the win 
in game two after shutting down 
the Lady Bobcats who managed 
just one run in the seventh after 
trailing 4-2 in the final stanza. 

East Central will be on the 
road this week, traveling to 
Southwest Mississippi Conimuni- 
ty College in Summit Tuesday. 
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thwest Mississippi, 5-2; 

LOSSES (5) — Jones County, 6-5; 
Southwest Mississippi, 6-2; South- 
west Mississippi, 3-1; Pearl River, 6-0; 
Pearl River, 7-2. 

REMAINING SCHEDULE: Feb. 23 
at Copiah-Lincolin; Feb. 26 at Shelton 
(Ala.) State; Mar. 24 host Copiah-Lin- 
coin: Mar. 26-27 at Northeast Missis- 
sippi Tournament; Mar. 31 at Missis- 
sippi Delta; April 2 host Holmes; April 
6 at Meridian; April 8 at East Missis- 
sippi; April 12 host Pearl River; April 
14 at Hinds: April 16 host Mississippi 
Delta; April 20 at Holmes; April 24 
host Meridian; April 27 host East Mis- 
sissippi; May 1 host Hinds. 
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DIAMOND LADY WARRIORS 





| These studerit-athietae: sca Newton Counts are eB in ae the 

2004 East Central Community College fast-pitch softball team. Seated 

| from left are infielder Suzanne Chaney, outfielder Obreisha Davis and 
infielder/catcher Kristin Chaney, all products of Newton County High 
School. Standing from left are outfielder/pitcher/infielder Marley Smith 
of Union; outfielder Shelly Ferguson, outfielder/pitcher Lauren Barrett 
and goatee wey Harris, all oe Newton County; and infielder 

: on, Scott Hill begins his first year as head 
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EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 







Jones, 11-3; Jones, 4-3: Southwest 2-0 
| LOSSES (5) — Jones, 6-5 (9 innings): South- 
West, 6-2; Southwest 3-1; Pearl River, 6-0. 7-2. 
REMAINING GAMES — March 24. Go-Lin: 
March 26-27, Northeast Tournament (NE. ECCC, 
and Jones entered); March 31, at MS Delta: April 
2, Holmes; April 6, at Meridian: April 8, at EMec 
April 12, Pearl River; April 14, at Hinds: April 16. 








WINS (5) — Jones, 6-3; Southwesi, 5-2: 


MS Delta; April 20, at Holmes; April 24, Meridian: 
April 27 EMGC. May 1, aoe ~~ ie 


POSTPONED — Feb, 23, at GorLiny Feb. 26, 


al Shelton State. 
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EAST CENTRAL 


WINS (5) — Jones County, 6-3; 
Southwest Mississippi, 5-2; Jones 
County, 11-3; Jones County, 4-3; 
Southwest Mississippi, 2-0. 

LOSSES (5) — Jones County, 
6-5; Southwest Mississippi, 6-2; 
Southwest Mississippi, 3-1; Pear! 
River, 6-0; Pearl River, 7-2. 

REMAINING SCHEDULE: Feb. 
23 at Copiah-Lincoln; Feb. 26 at 
Shelton (Ala.) State; Mar. 24 host 
Copiah-Lincoin, Mar. 26-27 at 
Northeast Mississippi Tournament, 
Mar. 31 at Mississippi Delta; April 2 
host Holmes; April 6 at Meridian, 
April 8 at East Mississippi; April 12 
host Pearl River; April 14 at Hinds; 
April 16 host Mississippi Delta; 
April 20 at Holmes; April 24 host 
Meridian; April 27 host East Missis- 
sippi; May 1 host Hinds. 
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B Townsend and the Philadelphia duo of 
Jonathan Booker and Hunter Holley” 


Townsend’s three H 


vege sweep Northeast 


from Northeast Mississippi — as the 


From staff reports 


~Neshoba Central’s Jacob 


‘may have been rivals in high school 


— but they definitely had no trouble 


__ teaming up Saturday, 


Booker and Holley each earned 
pitching wins and Townsend hit three 


home runs to help East Central Com- 
munity College sweep a doubleheader 
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Warnors won 6-0 and 12- ee over the 
visiting Tigers. : 

~ Townsend homered | and Mario 
Thomas doubled in the opener to back 


Holley, who improved to 3-1 on the 


season by shutting down Northeast. 
In the second game, the Warriors 


won a wild one. After falling behind 5-2 
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Northeast was back on top 11-9 
going into the bottom of the fifth 


before EC struck for three 1 more runs — 


and the win, 
Townsend slammed a pair of home 


‘runs and a double this time, while — off for spring break. but ate shes 
Dexter Sellers added a double and— 


homer, as well. Booker Was ‘the win- - 
ning pitcher in relief. - +-= 
ECGC@'s baseball team is. Be 11 in 


he thirc “a fe ora 9-8 aan games reported to The Neshoba_ 


~ Democrat. — 


CARTHAGINIAN 








The Warriors were slated to & 
Hinds Tuesday and will go te Com 
Lincoln Saturday. 

° ECCC softball: Coach Sc 
hills: Lady Warriors took Et = 


a 


she 


return to action today at home Bear 
zie oe 

= ECCC’s ladies. who emeed f 
week with: a 5-3 fecord =e cee 
go to the Northeast Missistsses Fr 
_hament Friday and San Ey. 
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: The Newton 7 Record 
DECATUR - The East Cen- 






tral Community College fy 


Warriors enter division play _ 


this week hoping to continue 
their recent momentum. 


The Warriors swept adou- 





ble-header from Northeast . ald 






Community College Sunday, © 


taking the first game 6-0, and 
_ the second 12-11. The 8-13 


Warriors were to host Hinds — 


Tuesday in a North Central 
Division contest. — 

“Our defense is getting 
better,” said coach Jake 
Yarbrough. ‘In the first 20 


games, we have made 54 


errors, and that is too many. 
But in the last six games, we 
have done better. 

“We are counting on our 
starting pitching to carry us. 
Our bullpen hasn’t proved to 
be real strong at this point, 
and we are asking those 
guys to step up a little more.” 

The team’s top starting 
pitchers are Brent McMil- 
lian, who has a 3-0 record 
and an ERA of 2.16; Hunter 


Holly, 3-1, with an ERA of 


2.89: and Jim Tally, whose 
ERA is 4.66. 

_ The top Warrior batters 
are Dexter Sellers with a bat- 
ting average of .383; Corey 
Coward, .464; Michael Dean, 
— and Jacob Townsend, 


ECCC 6, 12, Northeast 0, 11 
Townsend has belted 
seven home runs so far this 
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The - Warriors outhit 
Northeast 7-4, and did not 
commit an error in the first 
contest of Sunday’s double- 
header. Holly fanned fiver 
Northeast batters. 

East Central scored two in 
the second, three in the fifth 


. and one in the sixth. 


’ Mario Thomas hit a dou- 
ble and Townsend belted a 
home run. 

In the second game, East 
Central belted 14 hits. 

The Warriors scored four 
in the first, five in the third 
and three in the fifth. North- 
east scored five in the first, 
two in the third, one in the 
fourth and two in the fifth. 

Jonathan Booker was the 
winning pitcher, evening his 
record at 1-1. 

Townsend had two homers 
and a double. Sellers hit a 
homer and a double; Ben- 
jamin Bennett hit a double 
and a single; and Coward and 
Tally each had two singles. 








WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL | 


SPIRIT OF MORTON 








IMPACT 








WEEK OF M arch ay 


CARTHAGINIAN 





NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 





NEWTON RECORD x 


MERIDIAN STAR 
CLARION-LEDGER 











WEEK OF uo 









1, ti Joins 4 ts, lad 
Joy Cavenaugh ( rt), @ 
| standout member of the N ewton 
County High School fasi-pitch so 
| ball team, has spendin ‘ional let-* 
_ | ter of intent to continue her athletic! 
| career at East Central Community — 
| College. Cavenaugh, a pitcher/out- H 
‘| fielder, was named to the 2004 | 
“«| MAC All-Star squad after helping | 
lead the Lady Cougars to the 2003 
state title. She isalso atwo-time —_ 
| recipient of the Lady Cougar pitch- 
ing award. Pictured with Caven- 
augh are (seated from left) : 
ents, Rick and Linda Cave ‘ 
') Chunky, and (standing from i 
_| Scott Hill, ECCC fast-pitch softbal 
~™) coach; Mack Fanning, NCHS head | 
be) softball coach; and Justin Chaney, 
NCHS assistant softball coach, 
| (ECCC Photo) eal 
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Smith Inks With ECCC 
Jennifer Smith (seated center), a standout member of the 
Newton County High School fast-pitch softball team, has 
signed a national letter of intent to continue her athletic career 
at East Central Community College. Smith, a catcher/first base- 
man, was named to the 2004 MAC All-Star squad after helping 
lead the Lady Cougars to the 2003 state title. Pictured with 
Smith are (seated from left) are parents, David and JoLayne 
















Smith of Hickory, and (standing from left) Scott Hill, ECCC 

fast-pitch softball coach; Mack Fanning, NCHS head softball 

coach; and Justin Chaney, NCHS assistant softball coach. 

(ECCC Photo) 
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two-s -game sweep of ECCC 


By Robby Atkinson 
staff writer 

The Meridian Community College Lady 
Eagles had their backs against the wall after 
splitting their first conference series of the 
season last week with East Mississippi. 

The Lady Eagles responded with a stellar 
offensive performance i in game one to take a 
6-2 victory, and in game two, MCC (8-23, 3-1) 
scored a run in the seventh inning on a bases- 
loaded walk to take a 3-2 win over visiting 
East Central Community College Tuesday 
afternoon at Northeast Park. 

“Anytime we can get a sweep in confer- 
ence play, it is very big,” MCC head coach 
Robert Eakins said. “We need those kinds 
of wins at home in this league, and we hit the 
| ball very well in the first game, which was a 


big plus.” 
McC 6 
ECCC 2 


The Lady Eagles collected 15 hits and got 
a A-for-4 performance from right fielder 
Sheena Evans to take a four-run win in the 
opener. 

“She (Evans) did a great job of getting us 
going,” Eakins said. “She did an excellent 
job of driving the ball, and she got our offense 
going at the right times.” 

MCC started the bottom of the first with a 
double from Evans, and Raleigh Odom fol- 
lowed with an RBI single to give the Lady 
Eagles a 1-0 lead. MCC added another run in 
the inning on a single from Kirby Shelby to 
extend the lead to 2-0. 

The Lady Eagles continued to swing the 
bats well in the second inning and plated 
three more runs to make the score 5-0. Nikki 


5 
* 


McClaskey started the inning with a double, 
and J.J. Huggins followed by reaching ona — 


throwing error to set the table for Evans. 


Evans drove both runs in on a double to 
left field, making the score 4-0, Evans later, 
scored on a single to right by Jessica Lawer- 
ence, which gave MCC a 5-0 lead. 


East Central (14-10, 2-2) broke out of its 


offensive slump by scoring two runs to begin 
the third inning, cutting the MCC lead to 5-2, 
Kristen Chaney and Marley Smith started 
the inning with a single apiece with two outs 
to give Alana Moore an RBI opportunity. 
Moore took advantage and drove both runs 
in on a long single to center. 

“It was a tight game, and we just « didi't 
make the plays when we n 


we just didn’t come through.” 


MCC answered with one run in the bottom _ 


of the third inning to i increase the lead to 6-2. 
McClaskey started the inning by reaching 


ona fielder’s choice, and Evans collected her 


third RBI of the day on another double. © 


Stephanie Choo (5-14) took the win for 


MCC by going seven innings and allowing 
two earned runs, striking out iil 


Mcc 3 
ECCC 2 

. The Lady Eagles scored the game-win- 
ning run on a bases loaded walk to take the 


sweep over East Central, | 
The Lady Warriors committed two crucial 


errors in the late stages of the game that 


allowed MCC to be able to score the game 
winning run in the seventh. 

“It was a very good game, and we were in 
the right position in the end to take the win,” 
Eakins added. “We just did some little things 
that made a big difference in the end as well.” 

_ MCC collgcted seven hits in the game. 
| led the way with two hits, including a 





eeded to,” East. 
Central head coach Scott Hill said. “We had 
several opportunities early in the game, and 





Af 


_ EAST CENTRAL i 


WINS (12) — Senne oie 6: 3} 
Southwest Mississippi, 5-2; Jones 
County, 11-3; Jones County, 4-3; 
Southwest Mississippi, 2-0; Copiah- 
Lincoln, 5-3; Copiah-Lincoin, 7-5; 
Copiah- -Lincoln, 2-43 Byersburg State, 
12-3: Southwest Ténnéssee, 11-6 
Mississippi Delta, 8-5; Mississippi 
Delta, 10-6. 

LOSSES (8) — Jones County, 6-5; 
Southwest Mississippi, 6-2; Southwes! 
Mississippi, 3-1; Pearl River, 6-0; 
Pearl River, 7-2; Copian-Lincoln, 3-0; 
Northeast Mississippi, 1-0; Jackson 
(Tenn.) State, 17-6. 

REMAINING SCHEDULE: Feb. 25 
al Shelton (Ala.) State (ppd., TBA); 
April 2 host Holmes; April 6 at Merici- 
an; April 8 at East Mississippi: April 12 
host Pearl River; April 14 at Hinds; 
April 16 host aurea ale Delta; A ril 

| an; 
April 27 host East Mississippi; May v 
host Hinds. 
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pas.) + Tene 7 are 

East Central Community 
College suffered a heart- 
wrenching loss in the first 
fame of a Wednesday double- 
header with Hinds before 
bouncing back for a shutout 


win. 

The Lady Warriors he] 
Hinds to five hits in the bight. 
Cap to split the series with a 6-0 
win. In the early game, Hinds 
took a thr -€-run Win after a 
the bottom of the seventh, 
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FCCC 45, EMCCO2 

Wi The Lady Warriors of East 
Central moved to 16-10 overall 
with a sweep of homestanding 
East Mississippi Community Col- 
lege on Thursday. 

East Central got three hits each 
out of Marley Smith, Alana Moore 
and Shelly Ferguson in the 4-0 
win to open the day. Smith (8-4) 
was the winning pitcher. 

Smith and Kotrece Bender had 
a double each for ECCC in the 
nightcap as the Lady Warriors 
won 5-2. Laura Barrett (6-6) was 
the winning pitcher. 
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EAST CENTRAL 


WINS (16) — Jones County, 6- 3; 
Southwest Mississippi, 5-2; Jones 
County, 11-3; Jones County, 4-3 
Southwest Mississippi, 2-0; Coplah- 
Lincoln, 5-3; Copiah-Lincoln, 7-5; 
Copiah-Lincoin, 2-1; Dyersburg State, 

12-3; Southwest Tennessee, 11-6; 
Mississippi Delta, 8-5; Mississippi 
Delta, 10-6: Holmes, 11-0; Holmes, 
11-1; East Mississippi, 4-0; East Mis- 
sissippi, 5-2. 
LOSSES (10) — Jones County, 6- 
VL | Mis 6-2; South- 
west Mississippi, 3-1; Pearl River, 6-0; | 
pean River, 7-2; Copiah-Lincoln, 8-0; 
Northeast Mississippi, 1-0; Jackson 





5; 8 
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She’s Safe 

East Central Comm 
right, slides into second Da’ ng 
with Copiah-Lincoln, Photo by Marty Stamper. 





unity College’s Shelly Ferguson, 
ae oo ee. a recent game 
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’ ig s to mil Sartball With ECCC 

auren White, seated middle, signed a scholarship to play fast-pitch softball] 
East Central Community College. As a senior, White patted '370 with six pee 
one homer, and 21 RBIs. She batted .398 with 69 RBIs in her final three seasons at 
Union. With White are; seated from left, parents Janice and Rodney, and, stand- 
ing, ECCC coach Scott Hill, Union head $e Ricky Casey, and Union assistant 
Todd Viverette. Photo by Marty Stamper. : 


White Sign 
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JUCO SOFTBALL — 
ECCcC oN 13:9." 
Holmes wl BsBihoasd 


The East Central Commu- 
nity College softball-"veam 
picked up two wing— over 
Holmes 13-3 and 923 on 
Tuesday. | ARGS 

In game one East Central 
pounded out 16 hits and-scored 
nine early runs to take the 10- 
run win. mae 

Shelly Ferguson led the way 
at the plate with a double and 
Marley Smith picked. ap the 
pitching win for East Central to 
improve to 10-5 for the stason. 

In game two the Lady War- 
riors amassed 13 hits fo sectire 
the sweep. Kristin C haney led 
the way at the plate with two 
triples and Lauren Barrett was 
the winning pitcher to improve 
her record to 9-6 for the season. 

East Central improvedte 21, 
{ft ‘Gverall and 7:3" in the 
MACIC ‘Central Division. nite | 
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J, JUCO SOFTBALL 
mcc 3-6 
Eccc 4-0 


The Meridian Communi Colle, 
Sia split a doubleheader i heros tnoae 
sfethie ec Ommnunity College on Saturday 
Cental ok agi In first place in the MACJC 
_ +i fame one, East Central took 
with Marley Smith recording the wa oe the 
oe re Lady Warriors. : 
essica Lawrence led the way at the plate fo 
role ees with three hits, Ho a 
game — roa laskey added a home run in the 
in game two, MCC recorded a shutout thanks 
e a i pitching performance from Kirby 
eClaskey led the way with a 3-f 
| | ey iN a o-for-4 per- 
rage on and Raleigh Odom added Sm ot 
: oom tears MCC returns to action 
taps Din 2 ay at home against Holmes in 
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| East Central (20-12) 
WINS (16) Jones, 63; Santana, 
| §2; Jones, 11-3; Jones, 4-3: Southwest 2 

; 6; Colin, 5-3; Colin, 7-5: ; Cotin, 2-1: 
: Dyersburg (Tenn.), 12-2: Southwest 
(Tenia,), 11-6: Mi iSSISSIpp Delta. 8-5; Mis- 
 Sissippi Delta, 10-6: Mississinni Delta, & 
11% Mississinpl Delta, 106: EMer Af: 
| EMCC +2; Hinds &0; Holmes £13-3- 
: Holmes 3-3) Meridian 4.3: 

| LOSSES (10) — Jones, 6-5 (9 innin gs} 
+ Southwest, 6-2: Southwest 34: Pear 
+ River, 6-0; Pearl River, 7-2: Co-Lin, 5-0, 
: Northeast, 1.0: jackson St ate (Tenn,} 
6; Metidian 3-2: Meridian BZ, Hin ds TH 
: Mefidan 6-0 

REMAINING GAMES — April 27, 

EMCC; April 24, Pets iver Mey Hae 

a — Feb. 26, e ‘Shelton 


NOT REPORTED — Apri) 2, ties 
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From Staff and Wire Reports 
The East Central Commu- 
nity College Lady Warriors 
can control their own des- 
tiny this week as they try to 
earn a place in the upcom- 
ing state playoffs. 

As the week started, East 
Central was in second place 
in the Central Division with 
an 8-4 division record. 
Meridian Community held 
down first place with a 9-3 
division mark while Hinds 
is a close third with a 7-5 
record. 

The Lady Warriors, who 
hold a 22-12 overall record, 
were to host division rival 
East Mississippi on Tues- 
day, Pearl River in a non- 
division game on Thursday, 
and then close the regular 
season at home against 
Hinds on Saturday. Hinds 
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and MCC have a game on 
Wednesday. 

“At the start of the sea- 
son, we wanted to have a 
good season and make the 
state playoffs,” said ECCC 
coach Scott Hill. “We are 
going to have a winning 
record, and we have a good 
chance at making the play- 
offs. We can reach both of 
our goals.” 

Marley Smith of Union is 
ECCC’s top pitcher with an 
11-5 record. Smith is also 
batting .380. Former New- 
ton County standout Kris- 
ten Chaney is ECCC’s lead- 
ing batter with a .430 aver- 
age. : 


ECCC 13-9, Holmes 3-3 

The East Central Commu- 
nity College softball team 
picked up two wins over 
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Lady Warrior softball team seeking play 


nee 13-3 and 9-3 on Tues- 
ay. 

In game one East Central 
pounded out 16 hits and 
scored nine early runs to 
take the 10-run win. 

Shelly Ferguson led the 
way at the plate with a 
double and Marley Smith 
picked up the pitching win 
for East Central to 
improve to 10-5 for the sea- 
son. 

In game two, the Lady 
Warriors amassed 13 hits to 
secure the sweep. 

Kristin Chaney led the 
way at the plate with two 
triples and Lauren Barrett 
was the winning pitcher to 
improve her record to 9-6 
for the season. 

East Central improved to 
21-11 overall and 7-3 in the 
MACJC Central Division. 





ECCC 4-0, MCC 3-6 

The Meridian Communi- 
ty College Lady Eagles split 
a doubleheader on the road 
against’ East Central Com- 
munity College on Saturday 
afternoon to remain in first 
place.in the MACJC Central 
Division. 

In game one, East Central 
took a one-run win with 
Marley Smith recording the 
win on the mound for the 
Lady Warriors. 

Jessica Lawrence led the 
way at the plate for the 
Lady Eagles with three 
hits, including a triple. 
Nikki McClaskey added a 
home run in the game one 
loss. | 

In game two, MCC record- 
ed a shutout thanks to a 
great pitching performance 
from Kirby Shelby. 
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ecg bethany 
County, 3-2; Gulf Coast, 16-10; Gulf 
Coast, 9-3; Walbash (Ill.) Valley, 6-3; 

| Walbash (Ill.) Valley, 16-14; Southwest 
‘Mississippi, 6-5; Southwest Mississip- 
pi, 8-5; Itawamba, 6-5; gration aA, 

| Hinds, 9-4; Hinds, 11-6; Holmes, 6-4 

East Mississippi, 9-5; East Mississippi, 

11-1; Meridian, 14-3; Meridian, 9-0; 

hp a 

8-5; Holmes, 4, ast 
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EAST CENTRAL 


WINS (23) — Jones County, 6-3; 
Southwest Mississippi, 5-2; Jones 
County, 11-3; Jones County, 4-3; 
Southwest Mississippi, 2-0; Copiah- 
lincoln, 5-3; Copiah-Lincoln, 7-5, 
Copiah-Lincoln, 2-1; Dyersburg State, 
12-3: Southwest Tennessee, 11-6; 
Mississippi Delta, 8-5; Mississippi 
Delta, 10-6; Holmes, 9-3; Holmes, 11- 
Q: East Mississippi, 4-0; East Missis- 
sippi, 5-2; Hinds, 6-0; Holmes, 13-3; 
Holmes, 9-3; Meridian, 4-3; East Mis- 
sissippi, 9-1; East Mississippi, 12-4; 
Hinds, 4-3. 

LOSSES (13) — Jones County, 6- 
5: Southwest Mississippi, 6-2; South- 
west Mississippi, 3-1; Pear! River, 6-0; 
Pearl River, 7-2; Copiah-Lincoln, 8-0; 
Northeast Mississippi, 1-0; Jackson 
(Tenn.) State, 17-6; Meridian, 6-2; 
Meridian, 3-2; Hinds, 7-4; Meridian, 6- 
0; Hinds, 10-0. 

REMAINING SCHEDULE: Feb. 26 
at Shelton (Ala.) State (ppd., TBA); 
April 16 host Mississippi Delta; April 
29: host Pearl River; May 7-9 at 


MACJC State/NJCAA Region 23 Tour- 


nament at Booneville. 
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season action with a 26-14 overall 


ors advance 


got after ea ning a split of their Satur- 








se atetit pal 
— 


record and finished second in the Cen- 
tral Division with an 11-5 mark 
behind first-place finisher Meridian 
Community College. 

Central and South divisions each qual- 
ify for the state and region cc mpeti- 
tion, which runs Friday through Su 
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day at Northeast Mississippi Commu- 
nity College in Booneville, ane 

The Lady Warriors begin action in 
the double-elimination tournament at 
3 p.m. Friday against the host Lady 
Tigers. The winner takes on Copiah- 
Lincoln at 7 p.m. Friday, while the 

Joser will play at noon Saturday. 

Last Tuesday, East Central elimi- 
nated rival East Mississippi from post- 
season consideration with a double- 
header sweep at Decatur — winning 
the first game 9-1 before taking a 12-4 
victory in the nightcap. 

- In the first contest, Marley Smith 
the victory on the mound 
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to postseason action 


ECCC snapped a 1-1 tie with two 
nins in the bottom of the second 
inning, then put the game away with 
six runs in the home half of the fourth. 
Kotreece Bender had a double for the 
Lady Warriors. 

In the second game, Krissi Harris 
had a triple and Lauren Barrett picked 
up the win on the mound. 

The Lady Warriors erupted for nine 
runs in the second inning and led 12 
before EMCC got on the board. 

East Mississippi actually out-hi 
East Central 7-5, but the Lady War 
siors took advantage of a little EMCC 
wildness and five errors by the Lad: 
Lions. 
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| 5.9: jones, 11-3; Jones, 43; Southwest 2 
t a: Colin, 53; Coin, 75; cob, 24 
‘ Dyersburg (Tenn.j, 12-2; Southwest 
(Tenn), 11-6; Mississippi Delta, 8-5; Mis 
t sissippi Delta, 10-6; Mississippi Delta, & 
: & Mississippi Delta, 10-6; EMOC 40, 
‘ EMC 5-2; Minds 60; Holmes. 13-3; 
Holmes 93. Meridian 43; EMCC 941; 
: EMCC 12-4; Peat! River 4-3, Hinds 4-3; 
' LOSSES (14) — Jones, 6-5 (9 innings): 
' Southwest, 62: Southwest 3-1; Pearl 
niver, 6-0; Pearl River, 7-2; Coin, 8-0; 
6; Meridian 3-2, Meridian G2; Hinds, (6, 
Merida 60: Pearl River 1145; Hinds 10- 
tO 
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The Newto on Rec aa 

The East Central Com- 
munity College Lady War- 
riors have qualified for the 
State/Regional fast-pitch 
softball tournament that 
starts Friday at Northeast 
Community College in 
Booneville. 

The top two teams from 
the North, Central and 
South divisions will be 
competing for the tourna- 
ment championship and 
the right to advance to the 
National Junior College 
Fast-Pitch Tournament. 
The Lady Warriors stand at 
26-14. 

East Central enters the 
double-elimination tourna- 
ment as the No. 2 team out 
of the Central Division and 
takes on host Northeast 
Community College in a 3 
p.m. Friday game. Earlier 
this season, the Lady War- 
riors dropped a 1-0 decision 
to Northeast in its invita- 
tional tournament. 

“We have really played 
hard to get to this point,” 
said first year ECCC coach 
Scott Hill. “The girls have 
worked hard. Now we will 
try to keep it up and we'll 
see how far we can go,” 

Last week was a busy one 
for East Central. On Tues- 
day, the Lady Warriors 
swept two games past East 
Mississippi, 9-1 and 12-4. 
Kotrece Bender nailed 
three hits on that after- 


See ECCC, Page 2B 
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noon. On Thursday, the with a 1: 
Lady guecican split with expected to pitch in ‘the 
Pearl River Community tournament is cree Bar- 
College in a non-division Fett 

game, dropping the first. 
game 11-5, and then win- 












ning the second contest 43. 

era = SBiseg aes 

onthatafternoon. 
On Satuire , 
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ECCC signs 11 
for ‘05 softball 


New members of the 2005 
fast-pitch softball team at East 
Ce Nat foe 
Community| 
College have been |A@) 
announced by head |* We 
coach Scott Hill. 7’ 

Signees are third L{/ 
baseman Sarah Williamson, left 
fielder Allison McDaniel and 
pitcher Lindsey Smith, all of 
Neshoba Central; catcher 
Jennifer Smith, third baseman 
Dominique Mapp and pitcher 
Joy Cavenaugh, all of Newton 
County; first baseman Lauren 
White and pitcher Lindsay 
Walker, both of Union; Christy 
Hickman of Nanih Waiya: third 
baseman Megan Potate of 
Clarkdale; and second baseman 
Abby Miller of Madison Central. 

Neshoba Central, Clark- 
dale, and Madison Central 
have all advanced to their 
respective state championship 
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ECCC Softball 
Signees Announced 


DECATUR--New mem- 
bers of the 2004-05 fast- 
pitch softball team at East 
Central Community Col- 
lege in Decatur have been 
announced by head coach 
Scott Hill. Signees and 
their respective high 
schools include Sarah 
Williamson. Allison 
McDaniel and Lindsey 
Smith; all of Neshoba Cen- 
tralze Jennifer |Smith, 
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Dominque Mapp and Joy 
Cavenaugh, all of Newton 
County; Lauren White of 
Union; Christy Hickman 
of Nanih Waiya: Megan 
Potate of Clarkdale; and 
Abby Miller of Madison 
Central. For more infor- 
mation about the ECCC 
softball program, contact 
Coach Scott Hill, East 
Central Community Col- 
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EC eliminated in 
state/region play 


From staff reports 


Rast Central Community College 
wrapped up its first season of fast- 
pitch’ softball under new head coach 
Scott Hill with an earlier-than-expect- 
ed exit from the MACIC State/Region 
23 Tournament last weekend. 

The Lady Warriors, who wound up 
26-16, got a tough draw as the Central 
Division runnerup in the tourney, tak- 
ing on host Northeast Mississippi in 
Friday's opening-round action in the 
double-elimination event. 

The result was a 5-0 loss to the 
Lady Tigers, then ECCC also fell 7-5 
to Pearl River in an elimination game 
Saturday. : 

Central Division champ Meridian 
Community College went on [0 win 
the tourney, beating Northeast in the 
championship. 

In East Central’s Fnday opener, the 








Lady Warriors were no-hit by North- 


east pitcher Josie Lindgrin, as the 


APPEARED IN: 


LAKE MESSENGER 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 
UNION APPEAL . 


WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 
SPIRIT OF MORTON 
IMPACT 








Lady Tigers moved to 34-11. 

Northeast scored two runs each in 
the first and third innings to take con- 
trol, with EC’s Marley Smith taking 
the loss on the hill. 

In Saturday's game, ECCC got on 
the board with a pair of runs in the 
first inning, one of them on an RBI 
fielder’s choice from former Philadel- 
phia standout Shaun Sparnecht. 

Pearl River answered with two 
runs in the top of the second, but EC 
got a two-run single from Kristen 
Chaney in its next at-bat to go up 4-2. 

The Lady Warriors pushed that 
Jead to 5-2 with a single run in the 
sixth, only to see Pearl River go off 


for five runs in the top of the seventh — 


inning to take the come-from-behind 
Win. 

Shelly Ferguson had a double and 
Kristin Chaney two singles for East 
Central, while Suzanne Chaney and 
former Neshoba Central standout 
Alana Moore each had one hit. 
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East Central's softball team had five representatives from Neshoba Count 


y on this year's squad, includ- 
ing (front, from left) Lindsay Bostick of Philadelphia and Kristi Willis of Choctaw Central and (back) Jhaun 


Sparnecht of Philadelphia, Alana.Moore of Neshoba Central and Mandy Eakes of Philadelphia. 
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East Central (26-14) 

_ WINS (26) — Jones, 6-3; Southwest, 
: 5-2; Jones, 11-3; Jones, 43; Southwest 2. 
| O; Cotin, 53; Colin, 7-5; Colin, 2-1: 
| Dyersburg (Tenn.}, 122: Southwast 
(Tenn), 11-6; Mississippl Delta, 85; Mis- 


' EMCC 52; Hinds 60; Holmes 13.3 
‘ Hoimes 9-3; Matidian 43; EMCC 9-1; 


oo Se ee 


+ EMCC 12.4: Pearl River 43; Hinds 4-3; 
' LOSSES 


i Meridan 640; Peart River 11-5; Hinds 10-0 


: gS tnd thelr respec high 





: Jennifer Smith Smith Newton County 


Domingue Mapp —=—Newton | app Newton County 
i County 
; Lauren White ____ Union 
| Christy Hickman = Nanih Waiyg 
| Megan Potate = Clarkdale 

Abby Milier Madison Central, 
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Area Lady Warriors 
Above, members of the East 
Central Community College fast- 
pitch softball team from Newton 
County are (front row from left) 
Suzanne Chaney, Obreisha Davis, 
and Kristin Chaney, all of Newton 
County High School; (back row) 
Marley Smith of Union; Shelly 
Ferguson, Lauren Barrett, and 
Krissi Harris, all of NCHS; and 
Kotreece Bender of Newton. At 
right, Lady Warriors from Neshoba 
County are (front row from left) 
Lindsey Bostick from Philadelphia, |; 
Kristi Willis from Choctaw Central, || @ 
(back row) Jhaun Sparnecht from |. 
Philadelphia, Alana Moore from 
Neshoba Central, and Mandy 
Eakes (no longer on team) from 
Philadelphia. The Lady Warriors 
went 0-2 in the MACJC State/ 
Region 23 Tournament last week- 
end, losing 5-0 to Northeast and 7-5 
to Pearl River to finish with a 26-16 
record. ECCC photos 


AFP rcAncy in. 
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Walker Signs With 1 ECCC 
Union senior Lindsay Walker, seated right, signed a softball scholarship with 





East Central Community College last week. Walker was 11-5 on the mound this 


year, including a 4-0 shutout of Class 1A/2A state champion Clarkdale. With 


Walker are (seated) herr mother Ea e Dean, 


Scott Hill, Unio 


Photo by Marty Stamper. — 
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) ECCC softball coach 


Inion head coach Ricky Casey. 
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Tournament 


DECATUR--East Cen- 
tral Community College’s 
fast-pitch softball team 
needed just one win 
against Hinds Community 
College to earn a berth in 
the Region 23/MACJC 
Tournament and that’s 
what they received after 
earning a split of their Sat- 
urday afternoon double- 
header held on the Deca- 
tur campus. The Lady 
Warriors, led by first-year 
head coach Scott Hill, 


posted a 4-3 victory in the 


first game and fell 10-0 in 


the second contest. East 


Central completed regular 
season action with a 26- 
i4 overall record and fin- 
ished second in the Cen- 


tral Division with an 11-5 
mark behind first-place fin- 
isher Meridian Community 
College. The top two 
teams in the North, Cen- 
tral and South divisions 
qualify for the annual com- 
petition, scheduled May 7- 
9 at Northeast Mississippi 
Community College in 
Booneville. The Lady 
Warnors begin action in the 
double-elimination tourna- 
ment at 3 p.m. Friday 
against the host Lady Ti- 
gers. The winner takes on 
Copiah-Lincoln at 7 p.m. 
Friday, while the loser will 
play at noon Saturday. Fi- 
nals are scheduled Sunday 
at 1:30 p.m. (Consolation 
Bracket) and 3:30 p.m, 
(Championship). 
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PHOTO BY MITCH DEAVER / SPECIAL TO THE STAR 
DOING THE HUSTLE 

East Central Community College’s Shelly Ferguson gets back 
to second base in the Lady Warriors’ game against Pear! 
River on Saturday in the Region 23/MACJC Fast-Pitch 
Softball Tournament. ECCC lost the game 7-4. Ferguson was 
misidentified in a photo that appeared in Sunday’s edition of 
The Meridian Star. \t was a photographer's error. The 

_ Meridian Star regrets the error. | we lite 


. i 
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ECCC Softball Atal Winners 
Members of the East Central Community College fast-pitch softball team who 
received honors following the 2004 season are (seated from left) Krissi Harris, Lady 
Warrior Award and Team Captain Award, and Kristin Chaney, Most Valuable Player, 
both from Newton County High School; and (standing) Jhaun Sparnecht of 
Philadelphia, Most Valuable Offensive Player; and Obreisha Davis of Newton County 
and Marley Smith of Union, who were selected Most Valuable Defensive Players. 
Harris was also chosen first-team All-State and second-team All-Division; Chaney was 
selected first-team All-State and All-Division and was nominated for All-American 
APPEARE honors; Sparnecht was named second-team All-Division; and Smith was selected first- 
*“ team All-State and All-Division. The Lady Warriors completed their season with a 26- 
16 record and were runner-up in the Central Division with an 11-5 mark. ECCC quali- 
LAKE ME fied for the MACJC/Region 23 Tournament where the Lady Warriors fell to host 
Northeast Mississippi (5-0) and Pearl River (7-5) in the double-elimination event at = ——— 

















Booneville. First-year head coach Scott Hill presented the awards af the annual Spring 
UNION Al SPOHs Banauel: (ECCC Proto) NEWTON RECORD 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL | : MERIDIAN STAR 
SPIRIT OF MORTON , CLARION-LEDGER 
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A real All-American 


ECCC’s Chaney selected second-team All-American 


___ From Staff Report: 

After earlier being named All- 
Region 23, first team All-State and | 
All-Division, East Central Commu- 
nity College fast-pitch softball play- | 
er Kristin Chaney of Little Rock 
can add another honor to her 
resume: second team All-American! 

Chaney, an infielder, is one of 
only three freshmen and the only 
Mississippian to receive second- 
team All-American honors in Divi- 
sion Il. No players from the state 
were chosen on the first team, and 
two players — freshman _ infielder 
Brooke Bradley of 
Hinds Community 
College and sopho- 
} more outfielder | 
Staranna Frazier of 
Northeast Mississip- 
"3 pi Community Col- 
"| lege were tapped on . 
the third team. 

- Lady Warrior 
Chaney head coach Scott Hill 
said Chaney is 
“most deserving” of the honor 

“Kristin is a real pleasure to |} , 
coach. She raises the rest of the "A 
team’s level of play with the energy | =” 
she brings to the field every game. | 
Players like Kristin don’t come 
around very often.” 

Chaney helped lead East Central 
to a 26-14 regular season record and 
a second-place finish in the Central 
Division with an 11-5 mark. The 
Lady Warriors advanced to the 
MACJC/Region 23 Tournament 
where they were eliminated follow- 
ing two losses in the double-elimi- av eeGil) 
nation competition, ROBBIE ROBERTSONTHE NEWTON RECORD _ 

Following season action, Chaney East Central Community colbebe shortstop Kristen Chaney delivers a throw ff 
received the Lady Warriors’ most io third base in this recent file photo. Chaney was recently selectedasasec- _. “ 

See CHANEY, Page 3B ond-team All-American. 
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All-American 


After earlier being named 
All-Region 23, first team’ 
MACJC All-State, and All- 
Central Division, East Central ' 
| Community College freshman | 
fast-pitch softball player Kristin | 
| Chaney of Little Rock can add | 
another honor to her resume: | 
second team All-American. 

Chaney, an infielder, is one of ' 
only three freshmen and the | 
only Mississippian to receive } 
second-team All-American hon- ' 
ors in Division TI. 
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No players from the state» 





and two 1 ers — 


er Staranha Frazier of Northeast. 
Mississippi were tapped on the. 
third team. — 

Lady Warrior head Pare 
Scott Hill said Chaney is “ 
deserving” of the honor, | 


energy she brings to the field 





Kristin Chaney | every game. Players like Kristin 

| don’t come around very often.” 
- Sgt He Chaney helped lead East 

| Chaney named Central to a 26-16 record and a 
, | second-place finish in the 
second team MACJC Central ‘Division with 


an 11-5 mark. 

Chaney batted .423 with four 
triples, seven doubles, and 15 
RBIs. She also scored 34 runs. 

Chaney is also a standout 
member of the Lady Warrior 
basketball team. which won the 
State and Region 23 champi- 
onships in a 31-4 season. 
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) Were chosen on the first team, 


‘infielder Brooke Bradley _ of: 
Hinds and sophomore outfield- 


Most: 


pe ata pleasure to. 
coach. She raises the rest of the 
‘team’s level of play with the’ 


| 


ECCC’s Chaney commits 
to Southern Miss _ 


a East Central Community College soph- 
omore Kristin Chaney has committed to 
the University of Southern Mississippi as a 
ig psa athlete. 
-Naney, who started as point guard on 
eit Region 23 championship basket- 
a year ago, plans to play basket- 
ball with the Lady Eagles next Vea. bas- 
ketball and softball the following year, and 
softball the year after that. ; 
Chaney is a shortstop on ECCC’s fast- 
high-school atNewton County. ~~ 
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ECCC GOSPEL CHOIR PRESENTS FALL CONCERT 


The East Central Community College Gospel Choir recently presectec &s annual ‘all concert in the Vickers Fine Arts Auditorium on the Decatur campus. Selections included 
Bless the Lord,” “Emmanuel,” “Put Your Trust in Jesus,” “Praise s Wheat | Do.” anc “Now Sehold the Lamb.” The Rev. Marcus Mann of Forest was the guest speaker. Pictured 
(front row, from left) LaToya Coleman of Louisville, Frances McLaurin of Say Sorimes. Srttany Triplett of Louisville, Nakecia Buckley of Philadelphia, Kenya Boyd of Morton. ¢ 
Bames of Taylorsville, Stephanie Hord of Morton, Tiffeny Gilmore of Carthage. Jessica Cager of Morton and sponsor Brenda K. Johnson of Lawrence; (second row, from lef) 9 
Campbell of Newton, Jennifer Rabon of Carthage, Pamela Carter anc Snunde Sorne, Doth of Philadelphia: Perry Harris and Keyabda Stokes, both of Carthage; Anita Robers< 
Louisville, John Gacklis of Carthage, Jessica Wash of Forest, Shalethe Wede of Nenth Welva, and Nedrick Patrick of Carthage; (third row, from left) Eddie Smith of Decatur, 4 
Harris of Walnut Grove, Jackie Riddle of Louisville, Amy Ealy of Forest, Sey Womerie’ of Newton. Stephanie Dennis of Philadelphia, Keith Watts of Forest, Ken Triplett of Louls 
Talisha Stewart of Walnut Grove, Carmelita Naylor of Meridian, Ashley Nichols of Morton, LaRita Bates of Noxapater, Shan! Miller of Louisville and Portia Campbell of New 
(fourth row, from left) Shumecka Carothers and Sophie Holmes, both of Phladetphia: Sere Stiles of Forest, Galathia Fortune, Latonya Hannah and Danielle Boyd, all of Carth 
Henry Parrott of Morton, William Davis of Kemper, Chris Kimbrough of Carthage, Aetena Patrick and Sherrell Brown, both of Forest; Tiffany Willis of Philadelphia, Alisha Per 
Ludiow and Macqualine Martin of Newton; and (fifth row, from left) Samtene Trotter of Lawrel, Denise Brazzie and Jennifer Williams, both of Philadelphia; Erica Hunter of Union 
Harris and Ozzie MccMurtry, both of Carthage; Josh Moore and LaToya Triplett, both of Philadelphia: Marvis Douglas of Canton, Maeganakia Latiker and Alexis Ricks, bo’ 
Carthage; Kimberly Wilson of Columbus and Devon Clay of Forest. Not pictured are Maranda Hart and Marcus Wise, both of Carthage; and Jeremie Jordan and Robert Watts, 
of Newton. 
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ECCC surgical technology graduates 
These students recently graduated from the East Central Community College Surgical Technology pro- 
gram and were honored during a pinning ceremony held Thursday, Dec. 16, in the Ovid S. Vickers Fine 
Arts Auditorium on the Decatur campus. Pictured are (front row, from left) Tanya Westerfield of Morton, 
Melissa Eshee of Union, Kristy Bounds of Newton and instructor Kristie Pilgrim; (second row, from left) 
Natalie Tillman of Union, Mary Vega of Newton, Groer Walker of Hickory and Dina Campbell of Newton; 
(third row, from left) Jashemia Cherry of Porterville, Emily Hill of Philadelphia, YuVonne Kidd of Decatur 
and Shanna Jones of Union; and (back row, from ie%) DeAna Morrow and Teawanna Anderson, both of 
Philadelphia; Tyler Hagan of Little Rock and Mary Williams of Forest. In addition to Pilgrim, Lee Ann 
Shirley also serves as an instructor in the Surgical Technology Program. (EC Photo) 
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ECCC Concert Choir held their afinual fall concert on Decatur campus 


Pictured are members of the East Central Community College Concert Choir who are shown prior to the annual fall 
performance held in the Vickers Fine Arts Center on the Decatur campus. First row, from left, are Liz Tullos, Philadélphia: 
Lauren Wooten, Lake; Lindsey Clanton, Lawrence; Dian Walters, Philadelphia: Jessica Creekmore, Louisville: Amber 
King, Philadelphia; Gwen Ruffin, Newton; and Toccare Jones, Forest. Second row, from left, are Len Bobo, accompanist: 
Morgan Daugherty, Carthage; Katie Ford, Newton; Felicity Godwin, Hickory; Shelley Brake, Florence; Jennifer Carson, 
Decatur; Coco Graham, Philadelphia; Jaki Veenstra, Byram; Tomika Hardin, Louisville: and Dr. Chris Jenkins, director. 
Third row, from left, are Krystal Burton, Noxapater; Emily Mayes, Decatur: Cameron Coleman, Meridian: Chris Smith, 
Decatur; Steven Irby, Meridian: Grant Morris, Philadelphia; Philip Johnson, Collinsville; Bryon Whitley, Philadelphia; and 
Danie! Towner, Meridian. Fourth row, from left, are Philip Dickerson, Union; Sam McDill, Decatur; A. Momit Abi Bell, 
Philadelphia; Johnny Jones, Newton; Anthony Andolino, Noxapater; Brad Sutphin, Luke Howell, and Whitney Owen, all 
of Decatur; Kiel May, Vicksburg; and Jeremy Hamm, Union. 
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inthe 2008 ealion of Whe Who. mong Students 


Junior College ‘Students ae selecod forthe prestigious honor 





nes stricios 5 prone gris dt 





50 states,+the District of Columbia and several foreign nations. 
Pictured are (front row, from left) Pree | key h McDill. 
Casey Young and Mary Lois Thomas, all of Decatur and Kristin 
Hedrick of Conehatta; and (back row, from left) Eddie Alexander 
of Little Rock, Allen Davis and Jennifer Carson, both of Decatur; 


Luke McNair of Hickory and Dan Henry of Newton, Not pictured 


are Jamie Blackbur, Krissi Harris, Emily Mayes and Shelley 
val A rin, Johnny Jones and Kristen 
Rose ot eli wt ain é Dustan Todd of 
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Scott County Students Selected for 
Who’s Who at ECCC 


DECATUR-These East 
Centra! Community Col- 


— - 
NSiU i " a 
\ rr Wl Sa & 


ca 


lege students from Scott 


County were recently se- 


lected for inclusion in the 
2003 edition of Who's 
Who Among Students in 
American Junior Colleges. 
Students are selected for 
the prestigious honor 
based on their academic 
achievement, service to 
the community, leadership 
in extracurricular activi- 
ties and potential for con- 
tinued success. These 
sophomores join an elite 
group of students from 
more than 1400 institu- 
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tions of higher learning in 
all 50 states, the District of 
Columbia and several for- 
eign nations. Pictured are 
(from left) Margquita Wil- 
son of Lake, Miranda 
Cooper of-Scott Central, 
Jim Dilley of Forest and 
Nick Meeks of Morton. 
Not pictured are Kimberly 
Hancock, Drew Kenna, 
Ebonee Leverette, all of 
Forest: and Kimyatta 
Viverette of Lake. (EC 
Photo) 
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3.0 of abowe grade point average. 
® Presidents list: Christy 
Jones Gressett, Ghunmrky; Blair 
Acean Anderson, James Aaron 
Boatner, Jennifer Lynn Carson, 
Heather Lynn Clearman, Ty Aline 
Dowden, Dana Maloney 
Foreman, Rebecca Graham Hen- 
derson, Theressa Flint Killens, 
Victoria Joy Loper, Kery Layne 
MebDill, David Lewis McKee, Her- 
bert Devon Miller, Heath 
Herndon Smylie and Erin Autumn 
Yelverton, all of BeeattrpW illiam 
Henry Brand, Jeania Little 
Clayton, Cassie L. Cleveland and 
April Dawn Evans, all of Hickory; 
Jashmian C. Beamon, Valerie Ann 
Gibbs, Austin Neil Griffin, 
Yolanda Denise Johnson, Kristin 
Rice, Jenna Talbert and Christo- 
pher Scott Walker, all of Newton; 
Lacey L. Sanborn, Nowapater; 
Ashley Elizabeth Brown, Latisha 
Clark Chunn, Tywon Rontrice 
Davis, David Roman Fryery, 
Bobby G. Hardy, Amber Cherie 
King, Misty McKay, Valerie Goss 
Nicholson, Barry C. Nowell, 
Jason Sanders, Vivian Seales, 
Laura E. Sistrunk, Latisa Shanyell 
Stewart, Elizabeth A. Tullos and 
Joshua P. White, all of Philadel- 
; Jason OD.  Sistrunk, 
Sebastopol; Stephanie D. Bishop, 
Dana Rk. Boone, Jessica Suzanne 
Boswell, Clarence D. Galloway, 
Jason Donald Gilmore, Chris W. 
Harrison, Aaron McElfish, Joanna 
K. Page, Tara N. Ryals and Brant 
a Winstead, ail of 
urtis L. Hudnall, Bailey; 
“ee McKee anc Tony cots 












Sica Simone Bell, Dianna Ruth 
Ben, Hope Lyman Chadwick, 
Amanda J. Clark, Steven Dyre! 
Cole, Randal Eric Cumberland, 
Kristen M. Dunn, Amanda R. 


Eakes, Russell Giambrone, 
Kenney J. Gladden, Robin 
Grimes, Rahka Brescia John, 
Ahlishia Johnson, Lindsay Leigh 
Joiner, Amber LaDale Matthews, 
DeAna Evans Morrow, Alicia 
Marie Murphy, Brent Dale Nance, 
Shonda L. Nowell, Janna L. 
Nowell, James Cody Pilgrim, Vic- 
toria F. Reese, Jason UB. 
Richardson, Robert D. Routh, 
Andy C. Smith, Connie LaShell 
Smith, Jhaun Sparnecht, Kenneth 
Brian Stephens, Elizabeth Raab 
Stokes, Robert E. Swann, Ashle, 
N, Thomas, Jacob S. Townsend, 
Staci Moore Waites, Dian Walters, 
Tanya Watkins, Troy D. White III 
and Elyse L. Willis, all of Philadel- 
phia; Alisha G. Walker and Ear] 
B e Warren, both of Sebastopol; 
Jessie Chunn, Aubrie Elise Cleve- 
land, Jeremy Hamm, Lori Annette 
Horton, Shanna Russell Jones, 
Lindsey M. Knight, Heather 
Rosanna Lewis, Jeni Nickels 
Moore, Andrew W. Moorehead, 
Anthony B. O'Neal, Robin Bb. 
Page, Holly D. Pierce, Casey 
McMahan Robinson, Miranda M. 
Rosar, Christopher Elbert Rush, 
Christy Ann Savell, Kelly Lane 






Skinner, Shana Michelle Smith, 


Marley Ann Smith, Zach M. 
Staton, Lacie L. Stephens, Carl 
Joe Terrell and’ Tony W. Warren, 
all of Union; Phillip R. Johnson, 
Mary A. Oxiner, Jered T. Ridings 
and Troy W. Stamper, all of 
Consuls Ginger E, Richardson 

nterprise; Gary Allen Coonce 
on anet Rigdon, both of Laud- 
erdale; David K. Alexander 
Steven B. Irby, Richard Torrance 
Northam, Donald W. Powell, Jana 
Adkins Thornton, Dereck T. 
Wright, Amanda L. Gaddis, Cyn- 
thia Michelle Gates, Tjwanna Lee 
Grady, David John Holliday, ‘eee 





d dimcaggy: Alan \Hadbe (Deer, ) AN | > 


Shetey Levon Hughes, Jeremy 
Wayne lomer, Locas W. Little. 
Wiliam A Scott and Richard A 
Walker, all of @@@een; Christo- 
pher ©. Bounds, Shan’Neeci 
Sylene Brown, Dina Denise 
Campbell, Christopher Alexander 
Cooley, Shirley Ann Edwards, 
Rachel Harris, Rose Evans Kelly, 
Marguita McLaurin, Carri Posey 
Myers, John Lucas Poole, 
Danielle Nicole Pugh, Latoya 
Pugh, Morgan Lee Richards, 
Brian Henry Sibley, Janis Eliza- 
beth Simmons, Keith Edward 
Walker, Stephanie Croft Wallace 
and Ashley Coleman White, all of 
ewien: Jacqueline Graham 
Miller and Matthew L. Reynolds, 
all of Newapater; Lauren Nicole 
Alexander, India Backstrom, 
Heather N. Bain, Lindsay 
Coghlan Baird, Thomas E. Bates, 
Lola Barton Beckham, Jason 
Matthew Blair, Jonathan _ T. 
Booker, Lindsey Nell Bostick, 
Joshua B. Bounds, Roxie White 
Boyd, Joseph S. Bozeman, Carol 
Brown, Matthew M. Burks, Core 
W. Burt, Maria A. Campbell, 
Anglea Denise Carlton, Wynease 
Venator Carter, Carla Pierce 
Chamblee, Latina Pilgrim Chunn, 
Candace Elaine Copeland, 
Amanda N. Cumberland, Joshua 
Kent Cumberland, Serena Reid 
Daugherty, Theresa R. Edwards, 
Justin M. “Eubanks, David Lyn 
Fulcher, Kelly Demar George, 
Amanda Dawn Gomillion, Debra 
Payne Goodin, Thomas E. Hen- 
derson, Julie Carole Holley, 
Hunter Ryan Holley, Jennifer 
Ellen Johnson, Marjay Harrison 
Jones, Jimmy Kight, Cody Clay 
Killen, Willis Howard Kilpatrick, 
Priscilla A. Lee, Jennifer Denise 
Martin, April Jasmine McCurty, 
Laurnetta Starks Moore, Karen 
Lane Partridge, Shelia Pilgrim, 
Genna Donald Pope, | 
DuBose Posey, Amanda Dawn 
Reed, Joshua P. Sansing, Theresa 
Frances Savell, Christopher Todd 
Shepherd, Ada Marie Smith, 
Lindsey Lee Smith, Robert Steven 
Snuggs. Consuella Williams 
Spencer, _ Amanda Federline 
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Eakes and Eric 1, Smith, all of 
DeKallt Floyd W, Fowlerimer- 
prise; Civie Moore Crowther, Brit- 





tany D. Diller, Jeffrey L. Jones, 
Brian A MeNeill, Kenneth 
Waylan Shelton, Brooke Bohl 
Tullos, Tayna Williams. Clarence 
A lones, James “7 Qe 

an ft Sew. | fry D. Het 

= Johnson aaa 
=a _<e Partrsége. all 
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Dana R. Boone, Jessica Suzanne +DeAnne Chaney, Rhonda 

Boswell, Clarence D. Galloway, Ethridge Chapman, Phillip C. 
Jason Donald Gilmore, Chris W, Dean, Angell Posey Gilmer, 
Harrison, Aaron McElfish, Joanna Henry Tyler Hagan, Meagan 








The following students were 
named to the Honorable Mention 






~ K. Page, Tara N. Ryals and Brant Nicole McMahan, Daniel Ran- 
Andrew Winstead. dolph Munn and Alex Scott 
Smith. : | 
"Did Dean’s List hac getter: this nore 
ee vn, meonneusccieste  tavtisee at Wa 
son, James Aaron Boatner, Jen- 4 3.5or above grade point aver- _ Niranjangiti Goswami Casey Joe 
nifer Lynn Carson, HeatherLynn age: Grifin, Dan W Henry, Percy D 
Clearman, Ty Aline Dowden, ATE SUNKY. Ashiey Leigh Hastor Johnny S. a 
Dana Maloney Forres Rebec- Nicholson. Wamsle yy Moncrief Quintisa M HICKO 
ca Graham Henderson, Theres-  GQNEHATTA: Victoria Dawn —seGree, Joanna Mae Mowdy, ley Levon Hughes, Jeremy 
‘sa Flint Killens, Victoria Joy Billy, Judy Ann Bell Bugg, Sharon Kenjsha L. Nicholson, Lome Matt SMBeY ‘Joiner, Lucas W. Little 
Loper, Kery Layne McDill, David’ E. Griffin, Johnny D. Moore and Barks, Virginia Robinson hb % pee and Richard A. 
Miller, Heath Hemdor Smyfie DECATUR: Garrick A. Bishop, Jonathan M. Webb. Ue: Kathy Carr Emmons, 
Te aay Mee eae Stacy Jolly J NION: Jessie Chunn, Aubrie Stephanie K. Griffin, Frances 
HIC a William Henry Douglas, Kriss! Leigh Harris, Elise Cleveland Jeremy Hamm ah Johnson Robert Casey 
3rand, Jeania Little Clayton, = Sarah Drue Hickox, Neenah | o¢| Annette Horton, Shanna Bo eeen. David Matthew Owens, 
Seam Cleveland and April Franklin Kirkland, Stephanie F — uccall Jones, Lindsey M. ra 8 Wooten Rushing, 
TAKE: Wiley Aaron Johnston Lonmin Emily Louise Mayes. Knight, Heather Rosanna Lewis, Mindy Carr Simpson, Kimyatta 
a 73 Bit 1 Sich lhl Mary Lois Thomas, Ginger jeni Nickels Moore, Andrew W. Viverette and Jessica M. Ware. 
ffany C. Pickett and Erin Gres- — Yichelle Vance, Alfred Jason Moorehead, Anthony B. O'Neal, LAWRENCE: Gary Wayne 
Wallace, Shelley R. Wright 2n¢-—-Robin B. Page, Holly D..Pierce, | Alford, Lindsey Marie Clanton, 
Ca on maT. Regret! NeMahen Fiobieon, John Willam May, Shatwaka 
ney ies JeffreyAlan Clay yjiranda M, Rosar, Christopher Darvesha Ooten and Cody Lee 
alan bcs Guyee =o ee ea chert Fust, Chiisty Ann Savell Savell. ee: 
4 ape parece dees s Kelly Lane Skinner, Shana ” LITTLE ROCK: Jacob Michael 
Cluff, Lozena Rochelle King@e2—jyichelle Smith, Marley Ann Alexander, James Patrick Burke, 
a i MeNair ‘Smith, Zach M. Staton, Lacie L. Krigtal Marie Burton, Jody M. 
KE: Brian Beckwith amd = Stephens, Carl Joe Terrell and 
CraigR. Martin, Tony W. Warren. 
cco 
| - Honorable Mention 





List and earned a 3.0 or above de pu 
grade point average. | Bounds, Soro Neea pn 
APPEARED IN: ~~ CHUNKY: Dustan E. Todd. Brown, Di a mgt 
CONEHATTA: Jessica Nicole | teow : xander Sate 5 ~ 
LAKE MESSENGER ___ | Beckham, Brenton Weyne,--/GINIA Hari, Rose Evers Katy, Mee 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES Erica Lane Grifin, Kristin Milea A DEN Sy’ MOSS" ip 


UNION APPEAL __ CO isttrick and Kristin 





Hedrick, Justin Tyler McDill, 





oe. 






Myers, Jonn Lucas 


eee 27 ee ee 
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White 





eT AON. Miranda Averett, Lou 


Ann Averett, Tonya S. Belk, Emily 
Bozeman, Judith Carmen 
Daniels, Melissa Ann Eshee, Jor- 
dan Leith Flake, David Nelson 
Gann, Shawn Micheal Giard, — 

| asaundra Harrison, Amanda B. 
Holloway, Ashley H. Johnson, 
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Vickials Swho'Bok the belipitae: ‘eles Aewiart at the Chocuie apradeth tes ‘inate, in 
- Choctaw , MS and sponsored by the Pearl River Resort. The Workforce Developmer 
nter at East Central Community College in Decatur also provided assistance in offer- 
the computer course. Seated from left are Frank Rash, Philadelphia; Patricia Cole, 
waukee, WI: Debra Griffin, Forest; Donna Jones, Carthage: Diane Dunn, Philadelphia; 

and Linda Floyd, Louisville. Standing from left are ‘Andrew Werneth, Derrick Thompson, 
Michelle Webb and Amanda Burt, all of Philadelphia; and Ruth Robbins, Louisville. Also — 
pictured is class instructor Sandra Parr of Philadelphia. Not pictured is Cynatta June — 
Gardner of Philadelphia. For information regarding the various services offered indus- 
tries, businesses and individuals by the ECCC Workforce Development Center, Phone — 
635-2111 or call toll free, 1-877-462-3222, ext. 299. The email address is 
rwhitlock @eccc.edu. (EC Photo) 
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BC ae badd 
dis trict Ik BLA 
contest Feb. 12 


Theta Chi Chapter of Phi Beta 
-Lamdba at East Central Community 
College will host the Central District 
Future Business Le: 
Conference Feb. 12 on the Decatur 

_ Campus. 

_ Approximately 700 students and 
advisors representing 34 high schools 
-and vocational centers are expected 
to participate in the one-day competi- 
tion. 

Registration begins at 8 a.m. at the 
Tucker Applied Technology Center, 
with the various contests getting 
underway at 9:a.m. 

The ECCC Collegians will enter- 
tain the special campus visitors at a 1 
p.m. concert in Huff Auditorium, fol- 
lowed by the annual awards. ceremo- 
ny at 2:30 p.m. Awards will be pre- 
sented to the top six competitors in 
each of the 33 business- and ato 





er-related events. 


APPEARED IN: 


LAKE MESSENGER 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 

UNION APPEAL _ 

WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL” 
SPIRIT OF MORTON 

IMPACT 


of America 


WEEK OF beh g 


CARTHAGINIAN 


NESHOBA DEMOCRAT y 
NEWTON RECORD 
MERIDIAN STAR 
CLARION-LEDGER 


i _— 
-= 


rr 

> © or 

(>) & i 
r 4 = iv a 
“! = ¢ ) “a © , 


6 a- — 


East Central CC’s Fortenberry loses eye after taking line drive in 


Il: yoice on the other end of 
the phone line sounded 
upbeat. Remarkably upbeat, 


considering, 

“Things are going great,” John 
lortenberry said Tuesday from 
the office of Kast Central Commu- 
nity College baseball coach Jake 
Yarborough, 

"The doctors tell me my recov- 
ery ia like the best they've ever 
weet), Lcan't ask for much more.” 

On Jan. 25, not quite three 
weeks ago, Mortenberry, a fresh- 
on rivhthander from Carthage, 
threw a pitch during an intrasquad 
gare in Decatur, The batter 
own and sent the ball screaming 
hack at MorLenberry’s head, 

“Taaw tt coming,” Fortenberry 
eal, “L just couldn't move my 
. love over in Line, My leg was up 


in the air from my 
follow-through. He 
hit a shot. I tried to 
catch it...” 

The ball struck 
the right side of 
Fortenberry’s face. 
The 6-foot-3, 211- 
pound pitcher went 
down in a heap. 

“It happened so quickly, but we 
knew right away we had to call 9-1- 
1,” Yarborough said. “My main con- 
cern was making sure he didn’t pass 
out. Our trainer, Derek Jones, was 
right there. John was responsive. It 
took maybe 5 to 8 minutes for the 
ambulance to get there, and John 
was talking to us the whole time. I 
thought that was a good sign.” 

“ight then, for about 10 min- 
ules, it hurt pretty bad,” Forten- 


Mike 
Christensen 





berry said. “But then my whole 
face went numb. I didn’t feel much 
after that.” 

He had surgery at University of 
Mississippi Medical Center in 
Jackson that dayandanother 
round six days later, 11! hours all 
told. 

Doctors reconstructed the right 
side of Fortenberry’s face, but they 
couldn't save his right eye. 


On the bright side... 


Ina broader context, Fortenber- ,. 


ry was lucky. He could’ve been 
killed. 


A batted baseball can easily 
reach speeds of 120 mph or more, 
and if you pitch long enough, 
you're going to get hit. And there's 
always the chance you'll get hit in 
the head. Every pitcher takes that 


little element of fear out to the 
mound. 

Old-school baseball fans know 
the tale of Herb Score, a rising star 
with the Cleveland Indians who 
was hit in the face by a batted bal! 
in 1957 and was never the same 
pitcher when he returned. 

Fortenberry, as courageous as 
he is optimistic, hopes to pitch 
again for the Warriors next year. 

“T've asked (the doctors) about 
it,” he said, “and they told me if | 
felt I could, they'd let me go.” 

“He wants to come back, and we 
look forward to having him back,” 
Fortenberry said he has 20/20 
vision in his left eye and the 
adjustment to seeing with only 
one hasn’t been that difficult. 

“T just have to turn my head a 


little (a laok to the right,” he said. 
Still part of team 


Yuyl , entering his third 
year aLTCCC, said the team was 
initially devastated by Fortenber- 


ry 0 Wry, 

“At vibes i teammate goes 
low), your prayers and thoughts 
ure i tO be with him,” Yarbor- 
oul eal. “We tried to be there for 


iden” 





lors players regularly visit- 
Miberry in the hospital. 


el Vi 
‘They Uifew a Super Bowl party at 
hin toot in Carthage. 

~ | hey te doing better knowing 
(hit ew doing better,” Yarbor- 
cuigil) being back in 
wc haved around the team 
in pened 

“Th {I've got a lot of 
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friends,” Fortenberr 
The Warriors hav: 
the season to him, ai 
his No. 29 on their c: 
open Thursday agai 
in Beoneville. 
Fortenberry, who 
classes on Monday, s 
Booneville, too, wea 
riors jacket if not a fu 
“Oh, yessir, I plan 
games,” he said, aga 
remarkably upbeat. 
“We were countin 
starter this year,” Ya 
said, “and he’s still a 
team.” 
had 
Contact staff wri 
tensen at (6071) ! 
mchristensen@c' 
com. 
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ECCC Phi Theta Kappa inductees 


These students from Neshoba County were recently inducted into Theta Xi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, 
the international honor society of the two-year college, at East Central Community College in Decatur. 
Pictured are (front row, from left) Andrew Wayne Moorehead of Union, Mary Ann Oxiner of Collinsville 
and Laura Elizabeth Sistrunk, Ahlishia DeFrancis Johnson, Elyse Lyndon Willis and Jessica Simone Bell, 
all of Philadelphia; and (back row, from left) Amanda Joy Clark of Philadelphia, Lacie Lea Stephens and 
Chris Elbert Rush, both of Union; Troy White and Dwylene Allen, both of Philadelphia: Brant Andrew Win- 
stead of Union and Jason Bruce Richardson of Philadelphia. To be eligible for membership in Phi Theta 
Kappa, students must earn a 3.5 grade point average as a full-time student and maintain an overall 3.5 
grade point average. The purpose of Phi Theta Kappa is to promote scholarship, to develop character 
and to cultivate fellowship among academically superior students. Christy Ferguson, Debbie Boyd and 
Ricky Harrison serve as sponsors. (EC Photo) 
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ECCC Scholars Bow! team takes second place 

The East Central Community College Scholars Bowl team earned second piece Somors during 2 tournament held 
recently at Jones County Junior College. East Central won matches eoainst Meridian Community College and 
Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College and fell against Jones County Jonter College In the Championship 
Round. Team'members pictured are (front row left to right) Amy Haralson and Jeremy Gibbs. both of Forest; Allen 
Davis of Decatur and Jenna Talbert of Newton: and (standing, left to right) a@yser Lincs Lane and alternates Brad 
Cook of Little Rock and Lauren Heard of Madison. The ECCC Scholars Bow! team wil participate In the Ken Wooten 
Scholars Bow! at the University of Mississippi February 13-14. . | 
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ECCC Work-Based Learning Students 


WEEK OF rely Lb _ 


These vocational-technical students at East Central Community College in Decatur are not only receiving quality 
instruction in the classroom but are also earning valuable work experience through their participation in the College’s 
Work-Based Learning Program. Participants include, first row, from left, Jana Thornton, Union, Latisha Chunn, 
Philadelphia; Susie Johnson, Forest; and Casey W. Robinson, Union; second row, from left, Ginger Richardson, 
Enterprise; Pam Addy, Decatur; Deedra Munn, Union; and Lucas W. Little, Hickory; and third row, from left, Sherri 
L. Olmedo, Carthage; Brian Beckwith, Lake; and Jay Eakes, DeKalb. Also pictured is Chris Harris, Work-Based 


Learning Coordinator. (EC Photo) 
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gn The mena Conor 
_ will begin at 11:45. ig Entergy Corpora- 
Clarion Hotel in lackson. . tion, Jackson; ERGON, 
Lieutenant Governor , Jackson; Georgia-Pacific 
Amy Tuck, Chair, HEAD- : Corporation, Baton Rouge, 
ess Louisiana; —_ Mississippi 
or Army National Guard; 
| sissippi Power Company, 
Gulfport; Mississippi Val- 
ley Gas Company, Jackson; 
be; National Bank of com- 
p- merce of Mines, | 
eCoy; Starkville; Northre 
of the man Ship os a 
Pascagoula; Sanderson 
-Farms, Laurel; Trust 
National Bank, Jackson; 
Representative Compret: Wes henge Company 
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Above are members af Bast Centra Community College’ 8 Gospel C Choir for the 2003-04 term. First row, from leff, 
Kenata Morgan, Carthage ; Latoya Coleman, Louisville; Latasha Hall, Decatur; Quintisa Moncrief, Newton; 





sandra Loper, Forest; Pamela Garter, Philadelphia; Gary Hathorn, Bassfield; Calvin Miller, Louisville; Katrina 
Moore, : hcussilies Crystal Bobbitt} Lake: and Stephanie Hord,, Pulaski . Second row, from left, are Amy ae Forest; 
Latoya Triplett, Philadelphia; Tamika Stribling, Walnut Grove; Yolanda Johnson, Newton; Kizz ackson, 
Keith Watts, Forest; Johnny Jones, Newton; LaShandria Luckett, Carthage; Jessica Holmes, Louisville: and “Anita 
Griffin, C irthage. ‘Third row, from. left, are Eldner Graham, Noxapater; Obreisha Davis, Decatur; Hawkins, 
Newton; ‘Ashley Glass, Trista Haynes and Banita Houston, all of Noxapater; Daniel Towner, Meridian; william 
Davis, DeKalb; Shana M k . Kosciusko, Kimberly C, Wilson, Columbus; and Mrs. Brenda K. J Sponsor. 

th row, fr nien Wash, Decatur; Kenny MeWilliams, Philadelphia; Avery Jackson, Walnut su hag 
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College’s Gospel Choir for the 2003-04 term. First row, from 
left, are Kenata Morgan, Carthage; Latoya Coleman, Louis- 
ville; Latasha Hall, Decatur: Quintisa Moncrief. Newton: 
Cassandra Loper, Forest; Pamela Carter, Philadelphia: Gary 
Hathorn, Bassfield; Calvin Miller, Louisville: Katrina Moore. 
Louisville; Crystal Bobbitt, Lake; and Stephanie Hord. Pulaski. 
Second row, from left, are Amy Ealy, Forest; Latoya Triplett, 
Philadelphia; Tamika Stribling, Walnut Grove: Yolanda 
Johnson, Newton; Kizzy Miller, Jackson; Keith Watts. For- 
est; Johnny Jones, Newton; LaShandria Luckett, Carthage: 
Jessica Holmes, Louisville; and Anita Griffin, Carthage. Third 
row, from left, are Eidner Graham, Noxapater: Obreisha Davis. 


Decatur; Tanisha Hawkins. 
Newton; Ashley Glass, Trista 
Haynes and Banita Houston, 
all of Noxapater: Daniel 
Towner, Meridian; William 
Davis, DeKalb; Shana Marks. 
Kosciusko; Kimberly C. Wil- 
son, Columbus; and Mrs. 
Brenda K. Johnson, sponsor. 
Fourth row, from left, are 
Damien Wash, Decatur: 
Kenny McWilliams, Philadel- 
phia; Avery Jackson, Walnut 
Grove; Fred Denson. Mor- 
ton; Dantavis McClendon. 
Lena; Andre Stewart, 


APPEARED IN: DeKalb; Connie Henry, 


Carthage; Jonathan Griffin. 


Philadelphia; and Austin 
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The East-Central Community College Scholars Rontahen-chrueil rae: biiiheallt a tiabian 
tournament held recently at Jones County Junior College. East Types Pe against Meridian 





Community College and Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College at a Jones County Junior 
College in the Championship Round. Team members pictured are (fr ile ip right) Amy Haralson 
and Jeremy Gibbs, both of Forest; Allen Davis of Decatur and Jenna Talbert of Newton; and (standing, 


left to right) advisor Linda Lane-end arate pgs Cook cop use Rock and Lauren Heard of ae ini 
4, f 
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ECCC HONOREES 

East Central Community College biclogy mstructor Sharon LeJeune of Meridian and 
sophomore music education major Jenniter Garson were among faculty and students from 
Mississippi universities and Community colleges who received special recognition from the 
‘State Legislature during the 17th Annwal HEADWAE program. HEADWAE, or Higher Education 
Day/Working for Academic Excellence. wes established in 1988 to honor individual academic 
achievement and the overall contribution of the state's public and private universities and 
community colleges. Pi¢tured are, from te. EOCC President Phil A. Sutphin; Johnny 
Roberson of Meridian, LeJeune’s father; LeJeune; Lt. Gov. Amy Tuck; Carson; and Brenda 
and Thomas W. Carson of Decatur. Carson's parents. 
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_ Receive 2nd Place Honors | 
| de EBEAS i 
Entrepreneurship : 
Competition ~ These stu- 
dents from Newton ie 
ty Acade: ny received| | —~ 
secon place honors in ‘ 
the Entrepreneurship varie 
competition held during | —~ 
‘the 2004 Central District tie, 
Conference of Future oi 
Business Leaders of | 
America (FBLA) hosted 
by East Central 
Community College in 
- Decatur. Pictured are 
(from left) Kasey Hall, 
Morgan Craven and 
Tommy Harthcock. They 
advance to state competi- 
tion March 11-12 at the . , — 
- Clarion Hotel in Jackson. (EC Photo) wae’. 
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‘Members of) East Central Community 
lege’s “Theta Xi Chapter of Phi Theta 
Kapha! the international honor society of 
the two-year college, are shown with 
awards they received during the recent 
Mississippi/Louisiana Regional Convention 
pont by Northeast Mississippi 
lity College. Theta Xi received the © 

Sortie hl mark award and was named © 
Most Outstanding Chapter in the Region. 
The group also reached Pinnacle Status 
and was selected a Five-Star Chapter. 
Jenna Talbert, Theta Xi President, was 
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inducted into the Order of the Golden Key. 
Pictured are (front row, from _ left) 
Courtmee Graham of Nanih Waiya, Audra 
Myers of Louisville, Ashley Fleming of 
Philadelphia, Jennifer Carson of Decatur 
and Shana Smith of Union; and (back row, 
from left) Chris Moody and Adam McAdory, 
both of Louisville; Allen Davis of Decatur 

advisors Christy Ferguson, Debbie 
Boyd and Ricky Harrison. Not pictured are 
Jenna Talbert of Newton, Ginger Vance of 
Decatur, Faith Hessenius of Louisville and 
Rachel Edwards of Noxapater. 
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ECCC Players to Present ‘Oklahoma’ , 


The East Central Community College Players will present the musical “Oklahoma” April 15-17 in the Vickers Fine 
Arts Auditorium. Performances begin at seven o’clock each evemime Tickets are $10 and can be purchased by calling 
the College's switchboard at 635-211] | or toll free 1-877-462-3222. “Oikishoma” is set on Indiant ertitory during the 
turn of the century as land wars between ihe cattlemen and farmers are raging. Against this backdrop are two other 
teuds. The first is between a cowboy named Curly (Luke Howell of Decatur) and a farmhand named Jud (Steven 
Thomas of Philadelphia) who are both in love with a girl named Laurey (Dinah Howell Lachney of Decatur). The 
second is between Ado Annie (Amy Chamblee of Carthage), a fellow named Will Parker (Shelby Anderson of 
Raleigh), and a traveling salesman named Ali Hakim (Steven Irby of Meridian). Additional cast members inelude 
Katie Ford (Gertie) and Zach Logan (Cord Elam), both of Newton: Danie! Thomas (Ike, Slim and Fred) of Philadelphia, 
Alan Williams (Carnes), Kristal Burton (Aunt Eller) and Ty Dowder (Syteie). all of Decatur; Krystal Moore (Ellen) 
of Lake; Jessica Creekmore (Kate) of Nanih Waiya and Dee Carpenter (Armina) of Louisville. Chorus members 
include Ashley Nicholson of Chunky, Ronda Stroud of Louisville, Amy Kennedy of Forest, Chaney Hollingsworth 
and Sam McDill, both of Decatur: Alex Johnson of Jackson, Bryon Whitley of Philadelphia and Phillip Dickerson of 
Union. Morgan Richards of Newton serves as stage manager. Members of the stage crew include Jamie Tucker of 
Decatur, Shay Moncrief of Newton, Morgan Harris of Louisville and Lymlee Healy of Macon. Lori Muse serves as 
director. Len Bobo is director of music. —_ : 
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ECCC Band Concert 
Scheduled March 25 


DECATUR--The East 
Central Community Col- 
lege Band Department will 
present its spring concert 
on Thursday, March 25 at 
7 p.m. in Huff Auditorium 
on the Decatur campus. 
Included in the program 
will be a “pops” concert by 
the Concert Band, and per- 
formances by the Jazz 
Band and Percussion En- 
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semble. Admission is free. 
For more information con- 
tact Thomas W. Carson, 
Director of Bands, East 
Central Community Col- 
lege, P. O. Box 129, De- 
catur, MS 39327, Phone 
635-2111 or call toll free, 
1-877-462-3222, ext. 228. 
The email address is 
tcarson(@eccc.edu. 
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ECCC STATE VICA CONTEST WINNERS 
East Central Commnumity Coleg] S-uGerts won Several honors at the Mississippi SkillsUSA VICA, or 
Vocational industrial Quis of Armesice. competion held at Jones Junior College in Ellisville. Award 
winners included, fest row from ie%, Kame Mille, Jackson, fourth place, job skills demonstration; | 
Cassandra Lopper, Forest. second piece “rst acCPR: Quintisa Moncrief, Newton, third place, 
preschool teaching assistant, James Scatme: Decatur, ninth place, welding; and Michael Chapman, 
Newton, fourth piace, collision repair, maccie ow, Aubrey Cleveland, Union, fourth place, 
cosmetology; Denise Shoemaker, Decatur, Tird place, promotional bulletin board; Samantha 
Partridge, Meridian, sixth place, technical Gra®ting: Matthew Smith, Morton, first place, industrial 
motor control; and Josh Weaver, Louisville, frst piece. major appliance technology; and back row, 
Jason Sistrunk, Sebastopol, third place, precision machining technology; Sean McDaniel, Louisville, 
third place, CNC turning; Jonathan Stokes, Louisville. second place, carpentry; Jabari Mapp, 
Decatur, fifth place, architectural drafting; Randy Sanders, Carthage, fourth piace, residential 
electricity; and Josh Wolf, Forest, fourth place, automotive service technology. Not pictured is Jessie 
Chunn of Union, fifth place; heating, ventilation and air conditioning technology. First-place winners 
advance to the National SkillsUSA VICA Competition 'n Kansas City in June. 
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Sophomore Class Favoiites 


These students were recently elected sophomore class favorites at East Central 
Community College in Decatur. Pictured are (seated, from left) Renee Thompson of 
Pelahatchie, Brittany Harris and Liz Kirk, both of Louisville; and Lashandriea Luckett 
of Carthage; and (standing, from left) Morgan Harris of Louisville and Dan Henry of 
Newton. Not pictured are C chris Te Brandon Walker, both of Louisville. 
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j Ciass Faverlee. These sland were Lie class 
favorites lo phage Community College in Decatur. cont lected freshman Jessica 
mes of Louisville, Amy Ealy of Forest, Kevin Hatch and Lacey ists bbe > 
Cartage; and in Sey of Newton Na pete is athe Brown of Ppa 









APPEARED IN: 

LAKE MESSENGER : CARTHAGINIAN ee 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES | NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 

UNION APPEAL NEWTON RECORD 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL | MERIDIAN STAR 


SPIRIT OF MORTON CLARION-LEDGER 
IMPACT . 





staff members Dr. saves Grado 








WEEK OF | 


t for instruction; Minuend 


Sanders, epee tieeeg sare Sandra Amis, Tech. 





APPEARED IN: 


LAKE MESSENGER 7 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES _/ 
UNION APPEAL 

WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 
SPIRIT OF MORTON |“ 

IMPACT 








CARTHAGINIAN 
NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
NEWTON RECORD 
MERIDIAN STAR _ 
CLARION-LEDGER 








ADAM MCADORY AND BRANDI BROWN 


McAdory-Brown 
Mir. and Miss ECCC 


dam McAdory of Recruitment and Retention 
eos and Brandi Task Force, the ECCC 
Brown of Pelahatchie were Alumni Association Board 
recently elected Mr and and the All-American Aca- 
Miss East Central Commu- demic Association. 
nity College. Brown, a sophomore psy- 
_ A music major, McAdory chology major, is a graduate 
isa graduate of Louisville of East Rankin Academy 
High School and is the son and is the daughter of Bud 
of Margie Thompson and and Janet Brown of Pela- 
John McAdory, both of hatchie. 
Louisville. She is a National Dean’s 
He serves as president of List Scholar and was select- 
the Student Body Associa- ed for Who’s Who Among 
tion and treasurer of Phil A m erica @ n 
Tete Eacee imiernmational Community/Junior Col- 
homer sockets fie was ae me 3 ais0 2 N ational 




















MRO Par) ns tw n is a Peaster of 
Adory received the Phi ee Kappa, Mu Alpha 
ert G | Yok “Memorial Theta, and the Warrior 
ship and the Corps. She is also active in 
caljye Peers the Baptist Student Union 
Scholarship an d was award- where she is a member of 
ed the ECCC Singers the Interpretive Movement 
Award. He isalsoamember Team. 
of the EC Environmental She was selected a sopho- 
Club, Presidents Council, more Homecoming maid | 
Warrior Corps, Wall QO’ and ‘has been active in a” 
Sound Band and Band child-mentoring program 
Council, Collegians, Ac’- through AmeriCorps. 
cents, Choir, Concert Band Mr and Miss ECCC will 
and Jazz Band, be featured in the 2004 edi- 
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ECCC Cilagsaa to Present ésepas Concert Apri 5 ~ The Collegians, 
East Central Community College’s rock and roll band. will present their 
annual spring campus concert at § p.m. Monday, April 5 in Huff 
Auditorium on the Decatur campus. The popular group will perform hits 
by Three Doors Down, Maroon 5, Evanescence, ang many more! Special 
guests will be the punk rock band, “Wretched Maminge.” Admission is 
free. Pictured are (front row, from left) bass guitarist Grant Morris of 
Philadeiphia, vocalists Damein Wash of Hickory, April Ellis of Edinburg, 
Natalie Tanksley of Sebastopol and Jennifer Carson of Decatur; (second 
row, from left) drummer Johnny Jones of Newton, guitarist Chris Moody of 
Nanih Waiya, vocalists Adam McAdory of Loutsville and Cassidy 
Crenshaw of Neshoba Central; saxophonist Liz Tullos of Philadelphia and 
keyboardist Kristina Harrison of Union; and (back row, from left) trum- 
peters Steven Irby of Southeast Lauderdale and Brian Herring of Morton; 
and director Thomas W. Carson, who also plays guitar. (EC Photo) 
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ECCC Photo 


ECCC Rodeo Team members ... 


Members of the East Central Community College Rodeo Team for 2003-04 andtheir respective high schools include (bottom row, 
from left) Jason Vaiquez, Carthage: Josh Deweese, Neshoba Central; Zan Tillman, Union; Drew Walters, Sylva Bay Academy: 
Matthew Burks, Neshoba Central: Haley Rolison, South Choctaw Academy, Toxey, Ala.; and Coach Larry Dial, Livingston, Ala.; and 
(top row, from left) Robin Robinson, Mize; Philip Speed, Enterprise; Chance Smart, Vardaman: Brian Lindsey, Forest; Bobby Cole, 
East Rankin Academy; Lacey Sanborn, Noxapater; and Kasidi Griffin, Newton County. The ECCC Rodeo Team is a member of the 


National Intercollegiate Rodeo Association and competes in the Ozark Region, which includes 14 colleges and universities from 
throughout the country. 
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ECCC Collegians to 
Present Campus 
Concert April 5 


DECATUR--The Collegians, East Central Community 
College’s rock and roll band, will present their annual 
spring campus concert at 8 p.m. Monday, April 5 in 
Huff Auditorium on the Decatur campus. The popular 
group will perform hits by Three Doors Down, Maroon 
§. Evanescence, and many more! Special guests will be 
the punk rock band, “Wretched Flamingo”. Admission 
is free. | 
Members include vocalists Damein Wash of Hickory, 
April Ellis of Edinburg, Natalie Tanksley of Sebastopol, 
Adam McAdory of Louisville, Cassidy Crenshaw of 
Neshoba Central and Jennifer Carson of Decatur: bass 
guitarist Grant Morris and saxophonist Liz Tullos, both 
of Philadelphia, drummer Johnny Jones of Newton, gui- 
tarist Chris Moody of Nanih Waiya, keyboardist Kristina 
Harrison of Union, trumpeters Steven Irby of South- 
east Lauderdale and Brian Herring of Morton; and tech- 
nicians Jeremy Hamm of Union, Jonathan Walker and 
Ryan Loper, both of Newton County; Jason Wallace of 
Louisville, Joseph Rozetpan of Neshoba Central and 





Bryon Whitley of Phila pia. 

Thomas W. Carson cat ~ and also plays 

guitar. = | 
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These students received top honors in the Marketing category of the 2004 Central District Conference of Future Business Leaders 

of America (FBLA) held recently at East Central Community Coliege i in Decatur. Pictured are (from left) Laura Ruff, first place, 
Warren Central High School; Kaelyn Burrus, second, ‘Scott County Career and Technology Center; Kiara Boone, third, 
Nexubee County High School in Macon; Caesar McGee, fourth, Raymond High School; Casey McFellan, fifth, Winona High 
School; and Olivia Myers, sixth, Pearl High School. They advanced to state competition in Jackson. 
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adds 10 athletes 


By Marty Stamper 
EMG sports assistant 


DECATUR — East Central — 


Community College basketball 

‘coaches announced 10 signees 
for the 2004-05 season with 
seven of the signees being 
future Lady Warriors. 


Coming in to help defend » 
the Region 23 championship 


the 2003-04 Lady Warriors won 
are Kristin Caldwell of Leake 
Academy, Erica Hardin of 
Louisville, Dominetrix Hunter 
of Philadelphia, Heather Steele 
of Nanih Waiya, April Viverette 
of Lake, an Lauren White of 
Union. 

Ashley Flint of Class 3A 
state champion Choctaw Cen- 
tral is expected to sign next 
week, 3 
"I'm very excited about 
having this group," ECCC head 
coach Brad ee ds said. "It's 









tap toe a championship : 
been in a championship setting. 
hat's a positive. 
Mts a ‘different kind of group 
than what we've had. Actually, 
e're probably a a lot stronger 
nsive-skill wise, but there 
are some differences there ath- 
letically. 

"It's a group we're excited 
to have as part of our family 
here and | look forward to get- 
ting after it with them." 

Caldwell, a 5-foot-11 for- 
ward, averaged 17 points, 8.5 
rebounds, 2.0 steals and had 92 
blocked shots for the 38-3 
Academy Overall runner-up 
Rebelettes of Leake. 

Bunter a S-foot-10 forward 
av (14.8 p in its an 


d 6.6 


pitas of Philadetphia as they 
advanced to the Class 2A State 
Tournament. 

White, a 5-foot-9 guard/for- 
ward, averaged 13.1 points, 6.5 
rebounds, and 2.6 assists for 
the 9-21 Lady J ackets of Union. 

Hardin is a 5-foot-7 guard, 
Steele is a 5-foot-7 guard, and 
Viverette i is a 6-foot-1 center. 

Flint, a 5-foot-9 guard, aver- 

aged 15.8 points, 5.2 rebounds, 
2etasists, and had 24 blocked 
| ts 
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. these three 
men can come in and 
)ecostribute for us. next 
year,” Senith said. ‘We're 
counting on them because 
weve only got four freshmen 
=e that will be soph- 
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very young team next year and 


three can come 


hopefully these 
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in and help us right away." 

Alcantar averaged 18.3 
points, 6 assists, 3 rebounds, 
and 2 steals for the 18-11 
Cougars of Newton County. He 
was an 88.6 percent free-throw 
shooter. 

Jones helped Forest reach 
the Class 3A South State Final 
Four. Barlow led the Rebels of 
Scott Central to a 27-8 season 
and a trip to the second round 
of the Class 1A South State 
Tournament. 
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Hartley Peavey urges 


students ‘Don’t quit’ 


— 
© = 27 
7 . = 


Hartley Peavey recently 
addressed several busi- 
ness students at East Cen- 
tral Community College. 
His main point? 

“The secret to success 
comes from within, not 
from some turkey coming 
to give you a speech.” 

Peavey spent time 
recounting Ris success 
story from a time when no 
one thought he would be a 
success, and encouraged 
the students to continue in 
their endeavors to succeed 
in life. 

He spoke about the abili- 
ty to “hang in there” and 
reach for goals. 

“If there is something 
that I can say that can 
challenge and inspire you, 
it’s don’t quit.” Peavey 
said. “Our rewards are 
directionally proportional 
to our efforts.” 

Setting goals and mak- 


hand. When he decided to 
begin his own business of 
making sound equipment 
back in 
believed he could do it. 

“Il suffered from the 
“Bumblebee effect,” “ 
Peavey said. “The bumble- 
bee’s wings are too small 
to support its body - it 


can't fly —but the bee does- | 


n't know that. Everyone 
told me it was impossible, 
but I was just stupid 
enough to believe it was 
possible.” 

Peavey said most days 
he worked from 9 a.m. to 1 
a.m., and he worked 7 days 
a week. Now, Peavey’s 
company distributes 
sound equipment all over 
the world,:and is facing 
the reality of a world mar- 
ket. 

Students asked ques- 
tions about competition 
with China, and Peavey 
dubbed it the “biggest 
problem” his company is 


1964, no one | 
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TRISHA NISWANDER/THE NEWTON RECORD 


Hartley Peavey, owner and founder of Peavey Electronics 
addresses ECCC students at a recent assembly. 


taken over most of the 
electronics business. 
“There was a time when 
my company competed 
with other companies,” 
Peavey said. “Now we 
compete with the world. 
We can’t beat them, so we 
have to be smarter. That's 
the challenge —and it’s one 
heck of a challenge.” 
However, Peavey was up 
for the challenge, and said 





don't quit,” He said. 
Peavey also touched on 
success, and how he 
believed is wasn’t just 
money that defined a 
man’s level of success. 
“My definition of suc- 
cess is if you feel good 
about yourself, and if you 
fee] that the world is a bet- 
ter place for you having 
been here, then you are a 
success,” He said. 














| “stickability” was one rea- ‘ever believe you 
ing huge efforts are some- facing right now. Accord- son he was a success. can’t, because maybe you 
thing Peavey Knows first ing to Peavey, China has “Don't rationalize, and can” 
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pecan COMMUNITY LTHCARE SCHOLARSHIPS AT 
ECCC: hie not Fm St: tsing students Suzette Crocker _ 
| : of Newton are the 2003-04 — 
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“time students at East Central Commun 
ciate Degree Nursing or Licensed Practical Nursing programs; 
2)R Reside in Newton County; and 3) Maintain at least a 3.0 
point average or “B” average. 
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ECCC LPN Students Winning State Honors ~ This group of Licensed Practical 


Nursing students at East Central Community College in Decatur won various 
honors at the Mississippi HOSA (Health Occupation Students of America) held 
March 24-26 in Biloxi. Award-winners included (first row, from left) Gloria- 
Martin of Madden, first place, Nursing Assisting: Laura Sumner of Decatur, 
fourth place, Extemporaneous Health Poster; Elise Harrell of Carthage, first plac 
EMT; Celeste Martin of Carthage, first place, Health Education; and Jessica 
Bricker of Lena, National Healthcare Issues Exam; (second row, from left) Shelby 
Swanner of Bailey, fourth place, Nurse Assisting; Anne Steptoe of Forest, third 
place, Creative Problem Solving; Laura Rosar of Union, first place, Health 
Education; Ashley White of Philadelphia, first place, EMT; Genna Pope of 
Philadelphia and Vincent McElhenney of Union, third place, Creative Problem 
Solving; Valerie Nicholson of Philadelphia, second place, Pathophysiology Test; 
April McCurty of Philadelphia, fifth place, Concepts of Healthcare Test; and Joh 
Johnson of Meridian, National Healthcare Issues Exam. The top three finishers i 
each category qualify to compete at the National HOSA Conference scheduled it 
June in Orlando, Florida. Kathy Buckman Elliott and Lori Luke serve as LPN 
instructors. (EC Photo) 
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_EC’s Gray named 
onseabia. mention 
All-American 


East Central Community 
College's Lenore Gray has 
been named to the NJCAA 
| honorable mention Alle 
American team. 

Gray, a sophomore ake 
Newton, helped lead’the Lady 
Warriors to the Region 23 
championship: and -a No: 8 
NJCAA national finish. : 

Gray had previously been 
selected first-team all-state and 
| All-Region 23. 

ICrey played in Saturday’s 
| MACJC All-Star Games | at 
Choctaw Central along. with 
Lady Warrior teammates 
Kimyatta Viverette and Rita 
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Competition Award ~ East Central Community College 
freshman Lindsey Knight of Union is shown receiving a check from ECCC 
President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin after winning third-place honors in the two-dimen- 
sional design competition at the state community/junior college art competition 
held on the Jefferson Davis campus of Mississippi Gulf Coast Community 
College. Knight received $25 and a ribbon for her entry, titled “Bejeweled.” At 
left is ECCC art instructor Bruce Guraedy who also serves as Chairman of the 
College’s Fine Arts Division. Knight, an art major and graduate of Union High 
School, is the daughter of Thomas and Vonda Knight of Union. More than 300 

sre submitted for the an competition, which is sponsored by 
5 n of nd Junior Colleges. (EC Photo) 


Knight Wins State Art Co: 
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‘Culpepper Wins State Art Competition Award 
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East Central Community College treshman Stephanie Culpepper of Forest is shown receiving a check from 
ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin after placing third in the drawing competition at the state community/junior 
college art contest held on the Jeff Davis campus of Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College. Culpepper received 
$25 and a ribbon for her entry, tithed “Gloomy Fall.” At lefi is ECCC art instructor Bruce Guraedy who also serves as 
Chairman of the College's Fine Arts Division. Culpepper, an art major and graduate of Scott Central High School, is 
the daughter of Harry and Janet Culpepper of Forest. More than 300.werks of art were submitted for the annual 
competition, which is sponsored by the Mississippi: Association of Community and Junior Colleges. (EC Photo) 
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Present Campus Concert May 4 


DECATUR--The East 
Central Community Col- 
will present their spring 


campus concert Tuesday, 


May 4, at 7 p.m. in Vickers 
Fine Arts Center Audito- 
rium. Admission is free. 


He Sc gh : 


form hits such as “Written ten 





ong Day” from the » 
movie Sister Act, “Soul > 


Man™ from the movie 
Blues Brothers, “Imag- 


ine” by John Lennon, 


“You Can't Stop the 
Beat™ from the Broad- 
‘way musical Hairspray 
and much more. Members 
include Damein Wash of 
Hickory, Shelby Anderson 
of Raleigh, Sam McDill, 
Victoria Loper, Dinah 


_ Howell Lachney and Mary 
* Lots Thomas, all of Deca- 


tur; Kristin Hedrick of 
» Conehatta, Amy 
“Chamblee of ‘Carthage, 
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Adam McAdory of Lou- 
isville, Chris Moody, of 
Nanih Waiya, Steven Irby 
of Meridian, Johnny Jones 
and Katie Ford, both of 
Newton; and Luke Howell 
of Little Rock. Vicki 
Blaylock serves as direc- 
tor. For more information 
contact Blaylock at 
ECCC, P.O. Box 129, De- 
catur, MS 39327, Ph. 635- 
2111, ext. 225, ortoll free 
1-877-462-3222. The 
email address is . 
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EAST CENTRAL COMM! 
These seniors from Soufhion County a COLLEGE 


area students who attended “Senior Day’ activities held at 
East Central Community College in Decatur. They are pictured 
with Lanette Hanna, academic counselor, in the Brackeen- 
Wood Physical Education Building where information booths 
pertaining to academic, technical and vocational programs of 
‘Study, clubs and organizations, and special interests were 
available for the campus guests. From left are Hanna. Misty 
‘Mayes, Sam Thames, Nick Alexander, Tracy McMahan, Mario 
‘Kayla Reece. Entertainment was provided 
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Loading cheers ‘tor the 
Liberia and Lady Warriors 
y Nelson, Kristen 
Bufkin and Erin Yelverton, all 
of Newton County High 
School; Charlotte Swancey and 
Megan Jones, both of 

; Brandi Durant and 
Matt Brown, both of Neshoba 





*Central; Courtney Hollings- 
‘worth of Scott Central; Kyle 


co Chris Parker, Blake 
gan and Coty Stokes, all of 
ae ae peatigt by of 
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ditio Yar ssi College's 
show choir, — May 6 and 
ee 1 bin ais 





women. : ee ae dance to 
musical selections of pop, rock, 
jazz, swing, blues and country. Each 
member receives a full tuition 
: SoH and an hour class cred- 


: ‘Bla ylock said, ae: 2 audition- 
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Has Successful Season 


DECATUR--East Cen- 
tral Community College’s 
rodeo team completed the 
2003-04 season on a posi- 
tive note, as members of 
the men’s and women’s 
teams won honors follow- 
ing season-ending compe- 
tition held at the University 
of Tennessee-Martin April 
15-17. Matthew Burks of 
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‘Philadelphia successfully 


competed in the Bull 
Riding competition, finish- 
ing second in the Average 
and in the Long Go, and 
Lacy Sanborn of 
Noxapater won first-place 
honors in the Long Go in 
Barrel Racing. The War- 
riors finished seventh 
overall in the final stand- 
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ings with 755 points. The 
University of Tennessee- 
Martin won the top spot 
with 3,465 points. Other 
teams and their respective 
point totals included Mis- 
souri Valley College, 
2,508.83; University of 
West Alabama, 1,513.00; 
Troy State University, 
1,208; Murray State Uni- 
versity, 1,124.83; Southern 
Arkansas University, 
1,114.50; University of 
Arkansas-Monticello, 
590.00; Southwest Mis- 
souri State University, 
457.50; Mississippi State 
University, 40.00; and 
Faulkner State Community 
College, 35.00. In the 
women’s competition, the 
Lady Warriors finished 
ninth with 225 points. The 
University of Tennessee- 
Martin was again the top 
team with 1,409 points. 
Other teams and their re- 
spective point totals were 
Missouri Valley College, 
1,296.50; University of 
Arkansas-Monticello, 
1,202.50; University of 
West Alabama, 838.50; 
Troy State University, 
366.00; Murray State Uni- 
versity, 360.00; Arkansas 


sourt State University, 
295.007 Faulkner State 
Community College, 60.00; 
Southern Arkansas Uni- 
versity, 50.00; and Missis- 
Sippi State University, 
20.00. Two members of 
the ECCC men’s team 
placed among the top in 
individual scoring for 2003- 
04. Chance Smart of New- 
ton finished second place 
in Bull Riding with 325 
points and placed 12th in 
Saddle Bronc Riding with 
10.0 points. Drew Walters 
of Louin finished eighth in 
Bull Riding with 120 points. 
Smart qualifies to compete 
in the College National Fi- 
nals scheduled June 10-19 
in Casper, Wyoming, Lady 
Warrior Kasidi Griffin of 
Newton finished 11th in 
Breakaway Roping and 
placed 13th in Barrel Rac- 
ing. East Central, a mem- 
ber of the Ozark Region, 
competed in 10 rodeos dur- 
ing 2003-04. Larry Dial 
serves as coach of the 
ECCC Rodeo Team. 
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Getting ‘The Beat’ At EC 
Morton High School senior Matalyn Evans of Morton tries her skills on the 
drums as Jared Brownlee (left), assistant director of bands at East Central 
Community College, looks on during “Senior Day” activities held on the 
Decatur campus, The display was one of the many information booths set up 
in the Brackeen-Wood Physical Education Building to provide the special 
visitors with information about college life. Also pictured are ECCC freshman 
Austin Lloyd (second from left) of Morton and MHS senior Brittany Taylor. 
Entertainment . ss in guests was pore by the Ac’cents, the 
College’s show aC ‘n’ roll band, who 
performed in B ce were also treated to a 
complimenta ry unch it 
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ECCC Ac’ cents to Present 
Campus Concert May 4 


DECATUR--The East 
Central Community Col- 
lege show choir, Ac’cents, 
will present their spring 
campus concert Tuesday, 
May 4, at 7 p.m. in Vickers 
Fine Arts Center Audito- 
rium. Admission is free. 
The popular group will per- 
form hits such as “Written 
in the Stars” as recorded 
by Elton John and Leann 
Rimes, “Operator” by 
Manhattan Transfer, “Oh 
Happy Day” from the 
Man” from the movie 
ee re: 
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Blues Brothers, “Imagine” 
by John Lennon, “You 
Can't Stop the Beat” from 
the Broadway musical 
Hairspray and much more. 


CARTHAGINIAN 
NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
NEWTON RECORD 
MERIDIAN STAR __ 

, CLARION-LEDGER 





APPEARED IN: 


LAKE MESSENGER __ 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES \“__ 

UNION APPEAL _ 

WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 

SPIRIT OF MORTON 

IMPACT 


WEEK OF | |\ ‘ 4 





ECC SIFE teaches students 
| about buying stocks 


East Central Community College SIFE 
| (Students in Free Enterprise) members Suwask 
and Brandon Harris of 


As an exercise, NCA students had to choose a 

company and purchase $1,000 worth of stock. At 

the end of two weeks, students sold their stocks. 

| The one who made the most profit or the least 

loss won the game, This is just one of many proj- 

ects that SIFE has completed this college year. 
Wanda Hurley serves as advisor. 


—WANDA HURLEY 
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\_—~CC Receives International PTK 


DECATUR--East Cen- 
tral Community College’s 
Theta Xi Chapter of Phi 
Theta Kappa, the interna- 
tional honor society of the 
two-year college, received 
various honors at the 
organization’s annual con- 
vention held in Minneapo- 
lis, Minn, Theta Xi was 
presented a Distinguished 
Chapter Award, Jenna 
Talbert (seated second 
from left) of Newton re- 
ceived a Distinguished 
Chapter President Award, 
and advisor Christy 
Ferguson (standing fourth 
from left) was the recipi- 
ent of a Paragon Award 
for New Advisors. Rep- 
resenting ECCC at the in- 
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Honors 





ternational convention 
were (seated from left) 
Allen Davis of Decatur, 
vice president of service; 
Talbert; Jennifer Carson of 
Decatur, vice president of 
leadership; and Ashley 
Fleming of Philadelphia, 


regional and chapter histo- 


WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 
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rian; and (standing from 
left) club members Ginger 
Vance of Decatur and 
Shana Smith of Union; ad- 
visors Debbie Boyd and 
Ferguson; club member 
Faith Hessenius of Louis- 
ville; and advisor Ricky 
Harrison. (EC Photo) 
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ECCC’s dice  Caupter Turns 50! 


DECATUR-- Fifty years catur, and 
of excellence was recently Norma Hammil, 
observed by East Central who serves Phi 
Community College's Theta Kappa as 
Theta Xi Chapter of Phi regional coordi- 


nator. Theta Xi 
is regarded as 
one of the out- 
standing chap- 
ters among the 
~ 1,200 members 


Theta Kappa, the interna- 
tional honor society of the 
two-year college, during a 
reception held in the Phi 
Theta Kappa room located 
in Burton Library on the 





Decatur campus. Shown 
in the top photo displaying 
a cake appropriately deco- 
rated for the occasion are 
Theta Xi advisors (from 


Ferguson and Ricky 


Harrison. In the lower 


photo, Ferguson is pictured 
with former Theta Xi ad- 
visors Ann Burkes and 
Sarah Heard, both of De- 


of the international orga- 
nization, consistently win- 
ning various honors in 
State, regional and interna- 
tional competition. (EC 
Photo) 


left) Debbie Boyd, Christy 
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dent art exhibit; 7 p.m.; free; details, 1- 
877-462-3222. 
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Each member receives a learn them,” Blaylock email address is 
full tuition scholarship and said. “No professional vblaylock(eccc.edu. 
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ECCC to Hold Auditions for 
Ac’cents Show Choir May 7 


DECATUR--The East 
Central Community Col- 
lege music department will 
hold auditions for 
Ac’cents, the College's 
show choir, Thursday, May 
6 and Friday, May 7 at | 
p.m. in the Vickers Fine 
Arts Center, announced 
Vicki Blaylock, director. 
Ac’cents is a 12-member 


group consisting of six men 


and six women. They sing 
and dance to musical se- 
lections of pop, rock, jazz, 
swing, blues and country. 





an hour class credit. 
Blaylock said,“Those au- 
ditioning should be pre- 
pared to sing a solo selec- 
tion using a cassette tape 
or CD or an accompanist 
will be provided. They 
may also sing accapella.” 
Blaylock said those audi- 
tioning will also be judged 
on their ability to learn 
dance steps.” A choreog- 
rapher will be available to 
help with teaching simple 
dance steps to see how 
quickly each student can 


dance experience is nec- 
essary.” She added, 
“Reading music notation is 
not mandatory; however, it 
is an excellent tool that will 
help in the audition pro- 
cess.” According to . 
Blaylock, auditions should 
take about one hour and 
each student should arrive 
early in order to fill out the 
necessary paper work, For 
more information contact 
Blaylock at 635-2111, ext. 
225, or call toll free 1-877- 
462-3222, ext. 225. The 
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“ECCC Receives International PTK Honors 


East Central Community College’s Theta Xi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor society of the two- 
year college, received various honors at the organization’s annual! convention held in Minneapolis, Minn. Theta Xi 
was presented a Distinguished Chapter “Award, Jenna Talbert (seated second from left) of Newton received a 
Distinguished Chapter President Award, and advisor Christy Ferguson (standing fourth from left) was the recipient of 
a Paragon Award for New Advisors. Representing ECCC at the international convention were (seated from left) Allen 
Davis of Decatur, vice president of service: Talbert; Jennifer Carson of Decatur, vice president of leadership; and 
Ashley Fleming of Philadelphia, regional and chapter historian; and (standing from left) club members Ginger Vance 
of Decatur and Shana Smith of Union; advisors Debbie Boyd and Ferguson; club member Faith Hessenius of 
Louisville; and advisor Ricky Harrison. (EC Photo) 
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STUDENT HONORS | 
Emergency Medical Technology-Paramedic students at East Central Community College in 
Decatur recently took top 3 in the Mississippi Emergency Technician Association and 


the Mississippi Association of Emergency Medical Service Educators student competitions. 


The ECCC students were named overall competition champions, and they received various 


individual awards. Chris Vaughn of Meridian, second from left, received a gold medal for 
random basic skills, a silver medal for airway management and bronze medals for static 







1 exam. age at third from left, of Preston, received silver 
medals for static cardiology, airway management and the Written Exam. The two are pictured 
with ECCC EMT-Paramedic instructors Barry Masor ee wren Slack 





APPEARED IN: 

LAKE MESSENGER | : CARTHAGINIAN _ 

SCOTT COUNTY TIMES | * NESHOBA DEMOCRAT |. x 
UNION APPEAL _ | NEWTON RECORD 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL MERIDIAN STAR _ \ | 
SPIRIT OF MORTON = CLARION-LEDGER 


IMPACT 








} WEEK OF Man [0 ___ 





ECCC PHOTO 


FHS STUDENTS AT ECCC SENIOR DAY 


Community College’s licensed practical nursing program from Instructors Lee Ann Shirley (left) and Kathy Elliott during “Senior Day” 
activities held on the Decatur campus. They are shown In the Brackeen-Wood Physical Building where information booths pertaining 
to academic, technical and vocational programs of study, clubs and organizations, and special interests were available for the cam- 
pus visitors. Entertainment was provided by the Ac’cents, the college's show choir, and the Collegians, ECCC’s rock ‘n' rock band, 
who performed in Huff Auditorium. The special visitors were also treated to a complimentary lunch in Mabry Memorial Cafeteria. 


Approximately 1,260 seniors representing high schools in the college's five-county district attended the annual event, which was held 
over a two-day period. 
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ECCC students receive 
USM scholarships 


These East entra 
Community College students 
received various transfer schol- 
arships to the University of 
Southern Mississippi, which. 
were presented during the 
annual East Central 
Community College Awards 
Day ceremonies held May 6 in 
Huff Auditorium on the 
Decatur campus. Scholarship 
recipients include (seated from 
left) Dana Quinn of Louisville, [i 
USM Phil A. Sutphn a _— 
Presidentis Scholarship; USM Scholarships see list 
Yolanda Johnson of Newton, | also received 
and Anita Griffin of Carthage. Decatur ho received 4 
academic achievement scholar- leadership scholarship. 
ships; and Jennifer Carson of 
Decatur and Audra Myers of 
Louisville, leadership scholar- 
ships; and (back row, from left) 

Adam McAdory of Louisville 
and Dan Henry of Newton, 
jeadership scholarships; and 
Craig Martin of Lake, academ- 
ic achievement scholarship. 

Also pictured is Melanie 
Walters of USM who presented 
the scholarships. Not pictured 
is Mary Lois Thomas of 
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Commencement Held 


DECATUR-More than 
500 students received di- 
plomas Friday, May 14, 
2004, when East Central 
Community College held 
its 75th commencement 
exercises in Brackeen- 
Wood Physical Education 
Building on the Decatur 
campus. Included in the 
total are those who com- 
pleted degree require- 
ments following the 2003 
summer and fall terms, 
according to Dr. Lavinia 
Sparkman, Vice President 
for Instruction. Those par- 
ticipating in the program 
included Kimyatta Viver- 
ette of Lake, who gave 
the invocation; Amy 
Warner of Louisville, who 


ae ae 
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presented the keynote 
address and Cyrus Doe 
of Liberia, West Africa. 
who gave the benediction. 
In addition, the East Cen- 
tral Community College 
show choir, Ac’cents, 
presented Rodgers and 
Hammerstein’s “You'll 


Never Walk Alone” for 
the musical selectio — " a | 
ECCC President Dr. P] “ECC ee” 


eee = sbisteaaves Jade N. Williams and Jaamantha Styburski and Richard Walker, both of Hickory; 
neue a AND Odena Cox, Terri Graham and Isaac W. Moore, all of Lake; John W. May of 
DECEMBER 2003 | sik 
| CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATION MAY 2004 
Ste eS Nelda Engram, Brenton W. Farmer, Kristin Milea Hedrick, Billy W. Johnson Sr.. 
Cooksey. Lymette Fame aticia Kay Johnson, John Anthony Lampkin, Stephanie Longmire, Johnny Moore 
Billy W Johncon ey Daniel J. Morgan and Chase Allen Nicholson, all of Conehatta; Brian Beckwith 
M | Dill d n. =" Steven Kelly, Holly Paige Mabry, Craig Martin, Jason R. Massey, Wynona Coksey 
eae Leslie AD Moore, Courtney Wooten Rushing and Kimyatta Viverette, all of Lake; Nicole 
iii all of Conehatt: Love, Steven McGee, Beth Stephens and LaToya Thames, all of Lawrence; 
 See“ECCC” page 7 NS 7 SS = 
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Dozens of Winston Countians graduate ECC( 


More than 500 students received 
diplomas Friday, May 14, when East 
Central Community College held its 
75th commencement exercises in 
Brackeen-Wood Physical Education 
Building on the Decatur campus. 
Among the 500 graduates were many 
representing Winston County. 

Included in the total are those who 
completed degree requirements fol- 
lowing the 2008 summer and fall 


terms, according to Dr. Lavinia 
Sparkman, Vice President for 
Instruction. 


Those participating in the program 
included Kimyatta Viverette of Lake, 
who gave the invocation; Amy Warner 
of Louisville, who presented the 
keynote address and Cyrus Doe of 
Liberia, West Africa, who gave the 
benediction. In addition, the East 
Central Community College show 
choir, Acicents, presented Rodgers and 
Hammersteinis iYouill Never Walk 
Alonei for the musical selection. 

ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin 
awarded degrees and certificates to 
the following local graduates: 

SUMMER AND DECEMBER 2003 
GRADUATES 

Miranda Perkins of Eupora; 

Twanda Brazzle, Cindy K. Commer, 
Wanda F. Drewry, LaQuesha Monshay 
Goss, William M. Hibbler, Amber R. 
Jewell, Cortney Jae Sullivan, Jarrod 
Vaughn and Ashley Rochelle 
Hemphill, all of Louisville; 

J. BE. Haynes, T. Danyell Hudson, 





ECCC Hall of F Fume isaeeenie wai tg 

East Central Community College in Decatur recently observed its annual 
Awards Day ceremonies where numerous students were honored, including six 
students who were named to the Collegeis Hall of Fame, the highest honor pre- 
sented at the two-year institution. To be considered for this honor, students 
imust demonstrate exemplary character, superior scholarship, worthy leader- 
ship and contribute to the betterment of East Central Community College,i 
according to Dr. Phil Sutphin, College president. Hall of Fame inductees for 
2003-04 include (pictured from left) Jenna Talbert of Newton, Adam McAdory 
and Audra Myers, both of Louisville; Jennifer Carson of Decatur, Amy Warner of 
Louisville (who also gave the keynote address of the graduation) and Ashley 
Buckman of Bay Springs. (EC Photo) 
Jason Scott Robinson and Carla 


Dunn, Amber Matthews, Angeline K. 
Rushing, all of Noxapater; 


MeMillan, Barry C. Nowell, Amanda 


Melissa D. Willis, Melinda M. Ben, —————___ us 
Kenyoda R. Boler, Sharon Cole, ae 
Luppie Lorenzo Cotton, Kristen M. = 


Reed, Chasity Robertson, Linds« 
Smith, Vickie Ann Steve, Jaxie ' 
Arrah M. York, Cindy K.G. Your 
Tara Salome Long, all of Philade 

CANDIDATES FOR GRADUA 
MAY 2004 

Ruth Bennett, Jacob C 
Shaneaka Cistrunk, Daphne P 
Cockrell, Adrian Coleman, Ci 
Coleman, Corrando Curtis, Li 
Davis, Chauncey G. Doss, Ali 
Duncan, Charles Harold Hanr 
Brittany Harris, Mary Morgan H 
Cornelius Hathorn, Larae Her 
Page Williamson Holdiness, A 
Howard, Samuel I. Jackson, An 
Johnson, Marinda L. Johnson, J 
EK. Kirk, Amanda Lynn Loyd, 
Adam McAdory, Tracey McCra 
Anthony Shane McDaniel, M 
Mitchell, Christopher Moody, ! 
Lynn Myers, Courtney )} 
Puckett, Dana Quinn, Cou 
Smith, Casey Smith, Rhyn 
Thompson, Helen Triplett, ] 
Cooper Triplett, Lorraine W: 
Jason Wallace, Brandon Walters 
Warner, William Joshua Weave 
Sonja Dee Yarbrough, al 
Louisville; , 
Barbara Ann Carter, Lacey Sai 
and Rhonda Darlene Thomas, 
Noxapater; 

and Patty Rosilyn Curtis of St 


yr ovYvsze 
S8Eee 
" =n 


IMP/ 


WEEK OF 





























an ae a EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

RECEIVE ECCC VOCATIONAL AWARDS: T 

received vocational awards during the — East C 

| Comenuinity College # 
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ECCC announces Hall of Fame honorees 


From press reports 


East Central Community 
College in Decatur recently 
observed its annual Awards 
Day ceremonies where 
numerous students were 
honored, including six stu- 
dents who were named to 
the College’s Hall of Fame, 
the highest honor presented 
at the two-year institution. 

To be considered for this 
honor, students “must 
demonstrate exemplary 
character, superior scholar- 
ship, worthy leadership and 
contribute to the betterment 
of East Central Community 
College,” according to Dr. 
Phil Sutphin, College presi- 
dent. 

Hall of Fame inductees for 
2003-04 include Ashley 
Buckman of Bay Springs, 
Jennifer Carson of Decatur, 
Jenna Talbert of Newton 
and Adam MeAdory, Audra 
Myers and Amy Warner, all 
of Louisville. 

A business administration 
major, Buckman is a gradu- 
ate of Heidelberg Academy 
and is the, daughter of 
Kathy and Chris Elliott and 
Dewayne and Anna 
Buckman, all of Bay 
Springs. 

She is a member of Phi 
Theta’ Kappa, Students in 
Free Enterprise, Warrior 
Corps, Mu Alpha Theta, 
Presidents’ -Council and 
AmeriCorps. 

Buckman has been a 
cheerleader for two years 
and served as captain her 
sophomore year. She is a 


Dean’s List: and United 
States Achievement 
Academy , scholar. She 


received the Entergy of 
Mississippi Scholarship and 
was selected ito. Who's Who 


Among Students in 
American Community 
Colleges. 


She was selected East 


Central's 2003 Most 
Beautiful. 
Those nominating 


Buckman wrote, “Ashley is a 
young women ion high 





Carson is a vocal musical 
education major and a grad- 
uate of Newton County High 
School. She is the daughter 
of Thomas and Brenda 
Carson of Decatur. 

She is a member of Warrior 
Corps, Phi Theta Kappa, 
Presidents Council, Student 
Education Association, Wall 
O’ Sound Marching Band, 
Collegians, Baptist Student 
Union, Concert Choir, ECCC 
Players and Diamond Girls. 

Carson serves as Phi Theta 
Kappas vice president for 
leadership, was selected 
freshman secretary, sopho- 
more class president, secre- 
tary of the Presidents’ 
Council and Collegians’ 
president. 

She received various schol- 
arships, was named a 
National Dean’s List and 
Collegiate All-American 
scholar, was selected for 
Who's Who Among Students 
in American 
Community/Junior Colleges 


and was named East 
Central’s HEADWAE 
(Higher Education 


Appreciation Day-Working 
Toward =~ Academic 
Excellence) Student of the 
Year. 

Those nominating her 
wrote, “Not only has 
Jennifer kept a 4.0 grade 
point average, she is truly 
an ideal representative of 
what a model _ student 
should attain: high grades, 
active participation in activ- 
ities, deep. involvement in 
honor organizations and an 
exceptional, positive atti- 
tude towards the quality 
education she has received 
at East Central.” 

A music education major, 
McAdory is a graduate of 
Louisville High School and 
is the son of Margie 
Thompson and _é dJohn 
McAdory, both of Louisville. 

He serves as president of 
the student body association 
and treasurer of Phi Theta 
Kappa. He is a member of 
Warrior Corps, Presidents 
Council, EC Environmental 


lub, Reer itment- And. 


HAA as etention anh For Bra 





Who's Who Among Students 
in American 
Community/Junior Colleges. 
He received the Robert G. 
Fick Memorial Scholarship, 
the Leon Eubanks-KALJYC 
Peers Scholarship and the 
ECCC Singers Award. 

Those nominating him 
wrote, “He has been one of 
the most outstanding young 
people I have worked with 
in my 21-year teaching 
career. As student body 
association president, he 
has been an exciting pres- 
ence, always willing to listen 
to new ideas and to try new 
things. He has been involved 
in sO many campus activi- 
ties. He is responsible and 
always willing to help even 
if it’s not his job. It has been 
said that some students 
bleed black and gold and 
Adam is no exception.” 

Myers is a pre-nursing 
major and is a graduate of 
Louisville High School. She 
is the daughter of John and 
Bonnie Myers of Louisville. 


She serves as secretary of 


the Student Body 
Association and co-captain 
of the cheerleading squad. 
She is a member of Phi 
Theta Kappa, Sigma Sigma 
Mu Tau, Warrior Corps, 
AmeriCorps, EC 
Environmental Club, 
Diamond Girls and Concert 
Choir, 

Myers is a National Dean’s 
List Scholar and was select- 
ed to Who’s Who Among 
Students in American 
Community/Junior Colleges. 
She was also a member of 
the 2003 Homecoming 
Court. 

Those nominating her 
wrote, “Audra has a very 
pleasant personality and 
displays courtesy and 
respect at all times. She is 
ae willing to help oth- 

he is an excellent stu- 
et who does not settle for 
average work. She is a great 
ambassador for FCCC.” 

A communications major, 
Talbert is a home-school 
“graduate and the daughter 
of Dan and Sue Talbert of 
Newton. 


_ |Talbert serves as president. 
of Phi Theta Kappa, editor 


Presidents Council and 
Students Against 
Destructive Decisions. 

A Dean’s List scholar, 
Talbert received various 
scholarships and was 
named to the 2004 Phi 
Theta Kappa Mississippi 
All-Academic First Team. 

Those nominating her 
wrote, “She is the very best 
kind of leader. She is knowl- 
edgeable, thoughtful, 
responsible and encourag- 
ing. She never seeks the 
limelight. Rather, she push- 
es her team or staff to 
achieve. She is there to pro- 
vide the necessary spark of 
inspiration to encourage her 
peers, and to work side b 
side with them. She is wi 
ing to do whatever it takes 
to get the job done right. She 
has a creative mind and is 
not afraid to think for her- 
self.” 

Warner is an elementary 
education major and gradu- 
ate of Winston Academy, She 
is the daughter of Jack and 
Pat Warner of Louisville. 

She serves as treasure 
the Student ‘bod 
Association, secretary of Mx 
Alpha Theta and preside: 
of the Student Edueation 
Association. be 

Warner is a member ¢ Phi 
Theta Kappa, Mu Alpha 
Theta, Warrior Corps, 
Presidents’ Couneil, 
Diamond Girls and the 
Baptist Student Union, 
where she also serves as 
leader of “The Way,” a drama 
ministry team. | 

A President’s List scholar, 
Warner has received various 
scholarships and was select- 
ed to Who's Who Among 
Students in American 
Community/Junior Colleges. 

Those nominating her 
wrote, “She is of the highest 
moral character and is 
always willing to do for oth- 
ers. She is the most kind- 
hearted, ambitious and 
humble person I have ever 
met. She tries as hard as she 
can at everything she does 
and she will accept nothing 
less than perfection. If Amy 
Warner is not Hall of Fame 
material, 1 don’t ‘know who 
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- Meeks graduates with honors from ECCC: 


Ryan Nicholas Meeks has 
graduated from East Central 
Community College with honors. 
Among the many accomplishments 
Nick can boast a 3.84 GPA average 
which has allowed him to make the 
Dean’s List. He was named to the 





with a 4.0 GPA. He has received an 
Associate of Applied Science 
degree in drafting and design tech- 
nology. He is a member of Phi 


Theta Kappa, the National two year — 


honor society. Nick was named 
Who’s Who among American 
cae Colleges; the National 
Yean’s List; a collegiate All- 





Arnerionn sia Mentibee: Student 
of the Month, January 2003 in the 
Drafting and Design Department; 
Recipient of the O. L. Newell 
Award for D rafting Student of the 
Year; and of the Phi Theta 
Kappa scholarship to 


year Mississippi State University total- 


ing $2,800 over four semesters. 
Nick plans to attend MSU in the fall 


of 2004 majoring in Landscape _ 


Architecture, 


He is a 2002 graduate of | 


Morton high School. Nick is the son 


of Melinda and dogs Meeks of | 


Morton. 


.% 
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= the re College 4 
“With You in Mind” & 
Mark Your Calendars for ECCC 
Summer Orientation Sessions 
Friday, June 4 - Honors 
Saturday, June 19 » Thursday, July 8 
Wednesday, July 21 + Friday, August 13 


Registration begins at 8:00 a.m. in Newton Halll 
For more information contact Student Services, ext. 375. 


East Central 
Community College 


P.O. Box 129 + Decatur, MS 39327 
1-877-462-3222 » a | 
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é al Community Col- 






Association cephiee pee: honoks for the 2003- 04 term. 
Seated from left are basketball player Rita Birden of St. 
Fredrick High School in Monroe, La., selected Academic All- 
American; fast-pitch softball player Krissi Harris and tennis 
team member Kery McDill, both of Newton County High 
School, and tennis player Courtney Puckett of Winston 
Academy, who were chosen Distinguished Academic All- 
Americans. Standing from left are soccer player Cyrus Doe 
of Monrovia, Liberia, and baseball team member Jim Talley, 
a product of Mooreville High School in Saltillo, who were 
selected Distinguished Academic All-Americans; basketball 
olayer Miranda Rosar of Neshoba Central, Academic All- 
American; and Diamond Warriors Jonathan Sigrest of Scott 
Central High School and Drew Kenna of Forest, who were 
named Distinguished Academic All-Americans. Distinguished 
Academic All-Americans have a 3.8 grade point average or 
above, and those selected Academic All-Americans earn at 
least a 3.6 GPA. Students who receive NJCAA academic 
honors must also complete three semesters of college work 
so ii in at least one season of varsity competition. 






















tanding group will be featured in JUCO Review, the 
official NJCAA publication. | 
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____ Special to the-Record _ 

~ More than 500 students 
‘received diplomas Friday, 
“May 14, 2004, when East 
Central Community Col- 
lege held its 75th com- 
mencement exercises in 
Brackeen-Wood Physical 
Education Building on the 
Decatur campus. 

Included in the total are 
those who completed 
degree requirements fol- 
lowing the 2003 summer 
and fall terms, according to 
Dr. Lavinia Sparkman, 
Vice President for Instruc- 
tion. 

‘Those participating in 
the program included 
Kimyatta Viverette of 
Lake, who gave the invoca- 
tion; Amy Warner of 
Louisville, who presented 
the keynote address and 
Cyrus Doe of Liberia, West 
Africa, who gave the bene- 
diction. In addition, the 
East Central Community 
College show choir, Ac’- 
cents, presented Rodgers 
and Hammerstein's “You'll 


mencement ceremonies held May 


Never Walk Alone” for the 
musical selection. 

ECCC President Dr. Phil 
A. Sutphin awarded 
degrees and certificates to 
the following: 


Summer & December 
2003 graduates 

Thomas M. Comfort, Tammy 
Jordan, Richard D. Lee, Chris- 
tine Luckett, Robin M. McDon- 
ald, Debbie McNabb Mcinnish, 
W. Brody Perkins and Jamie L. 
Stewart, all of Carthage; T.J. 
Archie, Jennifer Clark and 
Christy T. Gressett, all of 
Chunky; Timothy Ray Byrd of 
Collins; Phillip R. Johnson and 
Veronica Renae Moore, both of 
Collinsville; Stephanie Dawn 
Cooksey, Lynette Farmer, Billy 
W. Johnson, Erin McDill and 
Leslie Ann Patrick, all of Cone- 
hatta; Garrick Bishop, Ada 
Jenkins, Billie S. McCune, 
William Brent Sutphin and Vir- 
gie Buckley Thames, all of 
Decatur; 

Jade N. Williams and Jason 
R. Williams, both of DeKalb; 
Jennifer Kersh of Enterprise; 


Miranda Perkins of Eupora; 
Jason Lee Graffenread, Stacy T. 
Harris, Corey Hayes, Lucy Mae 
Hughes, Cynthia Parker, Diane 
G. Patrick, Kerri Smith and 
Shameka Spivey, all of Forest; 
Samantha Styburski and 
Richard Walker, both of Hickory; 
Odena Cox, Terri Graham and 
isaac W. Moore, all of Lake; 

John W. May of Lawrence; 
Heidi Marie Shannon and Kyna 
Rena Wash, both of Lena; Tara 
Moore of Little Rock; Twanda 
Brazzle, Cindy K. Commer, 
Wanda F. Drewry, LaQuesha 
Monshay Goss, William M, Hib- 
bler, Amber R. Jewell, Cortney 
Jae Sullivan, Jarrod Vaughn 
and Ashiey Rochelle Hemphill, 
all of Louisville; Casey Files, 
Terry Dustin Holloman, William 
Berry Holloman, Derrick J. 
Love, Dina Minter, Ver-Non 
Tonya Wakefield and Natasha 
Lynn Yeager, all of Meridian; 

Rebekah J. Alawine, Tina M. 
Campbell, Frederick Dean Den- 
son, Kenny Gomillion and Robin 
McGuffee, all of Morton; 
Michelle Arrington, Antonio Ter- 
rell Hoye, Patsy Denise McKee, 
Lorne Matthew Parks, Myriam 
St. Clair and Pamela F. Watts, 
all of Newton; 

J. E. Haynes, T. Danyell Hud- 
son, Jason Scott Robinson and 
Carla Rushing, all of Noxapater; 
Melissa D. Willis, Melinda M. 
Ben, Kenyoda R. Boler, Sharon 
Cole, Luppie Lorenzo Cotton, 
Kristen M. Dunn, Amber 
Matthews, Angeline K. McMil- 
lan, Barry C. Nowell, Amanda 
Reed, Chasity Robertson, Lind- 
sey Lee Smith, Vickie Ann 
Steve, Jaxie Willis, Arrah M. 
York, Cindy K.G. Young and 
Tara Salome Long, all of 
Philadelphia; Kristee Conner of 
Quitman; Samuel Knight of 


m..mke.» Aletalia ORanman At 








These graduating sophomores at East Central Commun 
ipate in the commencement program at Warrior Stadium. From 


Lake, Amy Warner 


-Stonewall; 


Dana Rene Buckley, Leslie 
Christine Cleveland, Judith Car- 
man Daniels, Sarah D. Gordon, 
Pamela L. Lane, Brandi Shante’ 
McDougle, Patricia’ Phillips, 
Alice Pinkston, Betty Lou Ripley, 
Kenneth Wesley Spears and 
Sharon Taylor, all of Union; 
Vanessa G. Barton, Stacy L. 
Chandler, Jennifer Clark, Kristo- 
pher R. Dolan, Janice B. For- 
tune, Ardria Harris and Ashley 
Dawn Hillman, all of Walnut 
Grove. Chris Allen and Alfred 
M. Binion, both of Tuscaloosa, 
Ala.; Robert Corey Hornsby of 
Baton Rouge, La.; Donzell K. 
Crenshaw of Memphis, Tenn.; 
Rudy Sue’ of Pensacola, Flori- 
da. 


14; more than SUU gradi 
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May 2004 graduates 

Ashley Buckman and Casan- 
dra Kemp, both of Bay Springs; 
Jennifer Gerstner, Sarah Martin 
and William L. Sessums, all of 
Brandon; Jacqueline A. Veenstra 
of Byram; Todd Alderman, Lau- 
ren A. Allen, Anthony G, Ash- 
wood, Amber Kelly Atkinson, 
Ginger Nicole Britt, Jonathan 
Carlos Brooks, Amy Chamblee, 
Lee Faucette, Jessie E. Fortune, 
Mitchell Frazier, James A. Free- 
ny, Anita Griffin, Deanna Sharon 
Gunn, Jennifer Leigh Harpole, 
Brian J. Harrell, Kimberly Hays, 
Ailmedia Roschelle Hines, Kenita 
J. Leflore, Ashley Luckett, 
Lashandriea D. Luckett, Loretta 
Lynn Mingo, Donna Renea 


_ Moore, Joshua Curtis Moore, 


= 


“a | 





EAST CENTRAL COMM 


ity College were select 
left are Kimyatta Viv 
of Louisville and Cyrus Doe of Liberia, West Africa. 


Kenata Morgan, Da 
Brecken Rush, Edw 
Eva Sam, Theresa | 
rance Carroll Smith 
Smith, Kieshone Le 
man, Sandy Deway 
Randy Dwight Stew 
Stokes, Lindsay Thi 
Thomton, Clementi 
Steve Allen Wallace 
Perry Wallace and | 
Weaver Watkins, al 
Carthage; Amanda 
Brant Abrem Isaac 
pher X. Lewis, all a 
Gary S. Fisher and 
Todd, both of Chun 
Woodall of Collinsv 
Engram, Brenton V 
Kristin Milea Hednic 


See ECC 





Day ceremonies held i May 6in F uff A 
ctive awards include (seated, from |: 

Newton, The Tom Tom student newspaper: 
-Mortis of Philadelphia and Emily Mayes of 
Jewton and Damein Wash of Hickory, EC | 
gospel 1 Ch oir, and (back row, from left) As Brown of Hlcnieriba Richard Fisher Organic 

‘Chemistry; Elizabeth Tullos of Philadelphia, Philadelphia/Neshoba County Arts Council Schosas 
cy, Seppe Kappa lota; and hatiey Clark of Sturgis, Ashley Flem- 


do and Johny Franklin of Union, freshman mathemat- 

















te 























rs Not ie i on avi ot Philadelphia, EC Environmental Club and Austin Griffin 
ni ~ fll | 
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These socal received technical awards during the 

2remonies held May 6 in Huff Auditorium 

Ctiv , awards include (seated, from left) Robert 
) epair, Deborah Wren of Philadelphia, child develop- 
nam Smith of DeKalb, computer technology; Jackie Finley of Union, 
serland Foy Prkedeohie electronics: and (standing, from left) Lozena 
gy; Joshua Weaver of Louisville, heating and air conditioning; Jason 
‘Mech ne. shop; manic Keith Jacoby of Meridian, ps tte tage and 
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Graduates! 
from the College — 
"With You in Mind" | 


___Mark Your Calendars for 
ECCC Summer Orientation Sessions 







Friday, June 4 - Honors 
Saturday, June 19 * Thursday, July 8 
Wednesday, July 21 * Friday, August 13 


Registration begins at 8:00 a.m. in Newton Hall. 
For more information contact Student Services, ext. 375. 
TEE eee 


East Central 
ramaisters oe Oe 


| P.O. be! 7 io ° Decatur, MS 39327 
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EC Drama awards 
These East Central Community College 
students received awards for their roles in 
the E Players’ spring musical production 
“Oklahoma.” Pictured are (seated, from 
left) Dinah Howell Lachney of ‘Decatur, 
best lead actress; Luke Howell of Decatur, 
best lead actor; and Shelby Anderson of 
Raleigh, best supporting actor and recipi- 
ent of the Director’s Award’ and (standing, 
from left) Alan Williams of Decatur, who 
received a “Star” award, given to those who 








made a large role out of a small part; Katie 
Ford of Newton, who received an award of 
appreciation for her service as president of 
the EC Players; and Amy Chamblee of 
Carthage and Kristal Burton of Decatur, 
who tied for best supporting actress. Not 
pictured is Daniel Thomas of Philadelphia 
who also received a “Star” award. The 
awards were presented by Director Lori 
Muse during the annual EC Players ban- 
quet. 
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Page 8, Lake Messenger, June 9, 2004 


-ECCC Announces 
Ae’cents for 2004-05 


DECATUR--Members 
of the Ac‘cents, the show 
choir at East Central Com- 
munity College in Decatur. 
have been announced for 
2004-05. according to mu- 
sic instructor Vicki 
Blaylock who serves as 
director. Sopranos are 
Victoria Loper of Newton 


and Kelly Bankston of Se- 
bastopol. Singing alto are 
Amy Kennedy and Mollie 
Cieglo, both of Forest, and 
Felicia Chapman of New- 
ton County. Tenors are 
Sam McDill and Eddie 
Smith, both of Newton 
County, and Cassidy 
Crenshaw of Neshoba 


County High School, Dee Central. ‘Luke Howell and 


Carpenter of Louisvalle: 
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am, both of 
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Newton County, and Grant 
Comans of Sebastopol will 
sing bass. Zach Logan of 
Newton and Bryon Whit- 
ley of Philadelphia were 
selected sound techni- 
cians. Blalock said 43 stu- 
dents auditioned for the 
nine spots available in this 
year’s group. For more 
information regarding the 
Ac’cents, contact Vicki 
Blaylock at ECCC, Phone 
635-2111 or call toll free, 
1-877-462-3222, ext. 225. 
Her email address is 
vblaylock@eccc.edu. 
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Dione Cary thet, 4 a 2004 graduate of South Leake High 
School, is the recipient of the ATCO Loan Scholarship at 
East Central Community College in Decatur. The scholar- 


ship sk et est. 


was 
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ablished in 1995 by James McRae (pictured 
sipie af) of ATCO Loan in Carthage. The award 

penta the College’s annual Scholarship 
ie Luncheon held Friday, May 28, in Mabry Memorial 
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Shannon Brock | enter), a 2004 graduate of Edinburg 
ze School, is ens recipient of the Carthage Bank 
holaremp at ace Central Community College in 


Recatiy. tep ; the pants are. Rachel Metambe 
Fy; a ‘ “o i ; : 
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tres Stevens Menverial Scholarship 


Branden Michael Brown (right), a 2004 graduate of Morton High School, is 
the recipient of the Joanne Stevens Memorial Scholarship to attend East 

Comn unityCollege. The scholarship was established in 2003 by W. 
H. Stevens (left) of Forest in memory of his wife, a former principal and teacher 
at Monon y School. The school’s first-grade building is named in 
her once. r = award eee re a s annual Scholarship 
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Receives Bank yr 
Morton High School graduate Jonathan 
the 2004 Bank of Morton Scholarship at 
Decatur. ‘He is pictured with bank 
was established by the 
Ing ne | “oO FE "s 2m 
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rton Scholarship 

Thornton (left) is the recipient of 
East Central Community College in 
representative Lacey Harvey. The 
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Receive Mississippi Association 
of Supervisors Scholarships 
DECATUR-Sare Stiles (let )anc Clay Thrash (right), both graduates of Sebasto- 
pol High School. are recspients of the 2004 Mississippi Association of Supervisors 
Scholarship at East Central Community College in Decatur. These scholarships were 
established in 1996 by the state association of supervisors and rotate alphabetically 
by county each year. Representime the donors is Scott County Board of Supervisors 
president Tim Sorey of Lake. The awards were presented during the College's an- 
nual. Scholarship Awards Luncheon beid Friday, May 28, in Mabry Memonal Cafete- 


ria. (EC Photo) 
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Little Rock 





Courtney Averett, Conehatta 

Frank Edwin and Nena Holt Leatherwood 
Scholarship-Valerie Gibbs, Newton — 

Edwin and Marie Lowe arp en Y Jones, 


Forest 

Thomas Rudolph Mayes mht ‘Scholarship- 
Kathryn Barney, Sebastopol 

Merchants and Farmers Bank Scholarship-Olivia 
Johnson, Philadelphia, and en Chappel, 
Philadelphia 

Mississippi Association of Sanandners Scholarship- 
Sara Stiles, Sebastopol, Clay Thrash, Sebastopol, 
Jamiee Jones, Louisville and Teresa Jenkins, Louisville 





Russell McCann Memorial $ 1 “lancy 
Cleveland, Union 

Polk and Jennie Pace Scholarship Jon Henderson, 
Forest 

Philadelphia Sertoma Club Scholarship-Josh 
Swindle, Noxapater 


R.C. Pgh Scholarship Cindy Moody, Nanih Waiya 
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a 
lemme Senienis Memorial Scholarship,Brandon 
Michael Brown, Monee 
Benjamin Melton, Patladetahis 
Kenneth and Ella Mae Thornton & Emerson 
Electric Scholarship-Jessica Boswell, Union 
Thomas W. Thrash Memorial Scholarship-Brandi 
Patterson, Lena 
U.S. Electrical Motors Scholarship-Elizabeth 
Richardson, Preston 
Arno and Ruth Carr Vincent Scholarship-Rebekah 
Crenshaw, Union 
Lavern and Elizabeth Vowell Memorial 
Scholarship-Kaci Reel, Louisville 
Warrior Golf Classic Alumni Association 
_— Kasey Hall, Lake. and Brian Alford, 





on Family Scholarship-Danielle Barrett, 
Carthage, and Kristin Taylor, Conehatta 

Jack and Mary Joe White Scholarship-Ashlicy 
Franklin, Union 

Wilkes-Palmer ScholarshipJosh Palmer, Louisville 
Jones and Carrie Williamson and Bascom and 
Hattie Chisolm Scholarship-Kyle Bankston, 
Sebastopol 

General William Patrick Wilson General Academic 
Scholarship-Amy Ealy, Morton 
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dent and footh:. to honor McCann, a former EC stu- 
hes en Ootball player who died in a car accident 
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Receives Williamson-Chisolm Scholarship ~ 
Kyle Bankston, a 2004 graduate of Sebastopol 
High School, is the recipient of the Jones and 
Carrie Williamson and Bascom and Hattie 
 Chisolm Scholarship at East Central 

_ Community College in Decatur. The scholar- 

_ Ship was established in 1996 by Dolphus and 























_Sybil Williamson. 
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Receives M&F Bank Scholarship 

Olivia Johnson (right), a 2004 graduate of Neshoba Central High 
School. is the recipient of the Merchants and Farmers Bank Scholar- | 
ship at East Gentral Community College in Decatur. Representing the 
bank is Bob Posey. The awards were presented during the college's | 
‘annual Scholarship Awards Luncheon held Friday, May 28, in Mabry 


| 
« 


Memorial Cafeteria. (EC Photo) 5 
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Registering for ECCC classes 


Twins Allen Davis (left) and Allana Davis (right) of Philadelphia were 
among area students who a rs Orientation held r¢ 


at East Central Community College in Decatur. They are shown 











receiving assistance from Spanish instructor Dr. Linda Lane in plan- 


ning their class schedules for the fall semester. Additional o1 





sessions are scheduled Saturday, June 19; Thursday, July 8; 
Wednesday, July 21; seahinay.t a 1S, Fall heecsatigs 2 Monda\ 
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eon suena ICCC. orieitation 


Henry Parrott (right) of Morton was among area students who recently attended orien- 
tation activities held at East Central Community College in Decatur. During orientation, stu- 
dents advance register for fall classes and learn of the wide variety of academic, social and per- 
sonal opportunities available on the EC campus. Parrott ts shown planning his class schedule 
with assistance from Conrad Germany, collision repair technology instructor. Additional orien- 
tation sessions will be held Thursday, July 8; Wednesday, July 21; and Friday, August 13. Fall 
classes begin Monday, August 23. For more information contact Student Services at ECCC, 
Phone 635-2111 or call toll free, 1-877-462-3222, ext. 375. The email address is 
itlens@eccc.edu. (EC Photo) 
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Slay receives Hannah 
Scholarship to ECCC 


Megan Slay (left) of Forest, a 2004 graduate of 
East Rankin coon Te recipient of the R.O. 
and Bertha Hannah Scholarship at East Central 
Community College in Decatur Decatur. This scholarship 
was established in 1991 by the four sons of F.0. 
and Bertha Hannah, all of whom attended Easi 
Central. The recipient is pictured with ECCC aca- 


pala elation a 
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Receives Sertoma Scholarship 

Josh Swindle (lef). a 2004 graduate of Neshoba Central High 

School, is the recipient of the Philadelphia Sertoma Scholarship at 

East Central Community College in Decatur. The scholarship was 

established in 2000 by the Sertoma Club as part of their emphasis 

on education. Representing the club is ECCC alumnus Scott Hines 

of Philadelphia. The award was presented during the college’s annu- 

ai scholarship awards luncheon heid fags May 28, in Mabry 

Memoria! Cafeteria. (EC Photo) 
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ECCC-bound 
Andrew McDaniel (left) of F (left) of Philadelphia was among area students 






who attended Honors: on held recently at East Centra! 
Community Cailege in Decatur. He is shown planning his fall semes- 
ler Class Gule with the assistance of math instructor Sue Ford. 
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entral Community College in Decatur. During orienta- 
or fall classes and learn of the wide variety of acade- 
tunities available on the EC campus. Snow is shown | 

h assistance from Gloria McRae, mathematics instruc- 
will be held Thursday, July 8; Wednesday, July 21; 
Monday, August 23. For more. information 
detest) mite 
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Brat commie’ COLLEGE 
RECEIVES CLAYTON BLOUNT SCHOLARSHIP: Brooke 
Oo segeaerrone a 2004 graduate.of Newton County Academy, 
| ‘of the 









‘ the Clayton Blount Scholarship at East Cen- 
tral C nmunity College in Decatur. The scholarship was 
established in honor of Coach Blount in 1995 by his former 
players. Pictured with the recipient is ECCC academic coun- 
selo Lanette Hanna. The award was presented during the 
Sollec ual Scholarship Awards Lt : . 
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Cleveland receives McCann 
Scholarship to ECCC 


Clancy Cleveland (lefi), a 2004 graduate of Union 
High School, is the recipient of the Russell McCann 
Memorial Scholarship at East Central Community 
College in Decatur. This scholarship was established 
by family and friends in 2001 to honor McCann, a for- 
mer EC student and football player who died in a car 
accident that same year. Pictured with the recipient is 
McCann's mother, Teresa Williamson Shannon of 
Lena. and her husband Ricky Shannon. The award 











was presented during the college's annual 
holarship Awards Luncheon. 
Scholarship Awa n ee 
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Bankston receives Williamson- 
Chisolm Scholarship to ECCC 


Kyle Bankston (left), a 2004 graduate of 
_ Sebastopol High School, is the recipient of the 
Jones and Carrie Williamson and Bascom and 
Hattie Chisolm Scholarship at East Central 


Community College in Decatur. The 


scholarship 
_ Was seried | in 1996 by Dolphus (right) and 
~ Sybil Williamson, The award was presented during 
the College's annual Scholarship Awards 


| 
|" 
Luncheon. 
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Ealy receives Wilson Scholarship to 
East Central Community College 


| 

| 

| 

East Central Community College sophomore 

__ Amy Ealy (left) of Forest is the recipient of the 
2004 General William Patrick Wilson Memorial 
Scholarship. The recipient is pictured with ECCC 

Vice President for Student Services Joe Killens. 
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Henderson receives Pace 
_ Scholarship to ECCC 


Jon Henderson, a 2004 graduate of Forest High 

_ School, 's the recipient of the Polk and Jennie 

Pace Scholarship at East Central Community 
College in Decatur. This scholarship was estab- 
lished in 1997 by the family of Polk and Jennie 
Pace in memory of Mr. Lawrence Polk Pace, who 
attended EC in 1929, Pictured with the recipient Is 
ECCC recruiter/Tech Prep Career Center director 
Christi co le The award was presented during 

| ees ea ‘Scholarship Awards 
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DEC ATUR--Chance ; 
Smart of Newton eom- 
pleted a successful career Dube 10-15. an hs Kasper. 


as a member of the,East Wyoming. Smart. the only 
Centrah.C ommunity Col, Mississippian who quali- 
lege Rodeo Team by plae- fied to Comipete in, the 10- 
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Chance Smart 
Coach Larry Dial. who 
also attended the Nation- 
als, said Smart is the first 
Warrior to place'in the top 
10 at the national’ compe- 
tition. “Chanee did a greab 
job at thé Nationals and 
had a great career at East 
Central. !'m very proud of 
him and wish him the best 
of-luck as he continues his 
rodeo career,” Dial Said, 
Smart qualified, for the 


| Nationals by placing sec- 


ond in Bull Riding in re- 
sonal competition with 325 
points. He will Gontinde his 
rodeo- career at the Uni- 
versity of West Alaburha. 

See 
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Leake students attend 
June 19 EC orientation 


Numerous graduates of 
schools in Leake County 
attended the June 19 orienta- 
tion session held at East 
Central Community College in 
Decatur. 

During orientation, stu- 
dents advance register for fall 
classes and learn of the wide 
variety of academic, social and 
personal opportunities avail- 
able on the EC campus. 

Attending orientation activ- 
ities were Caleb Cochran, 
Britney Edwards, Galathia 
Fortune, John Gaddis, Tiffany 
Gilmore, Mareus Hall, Latonya 
Hannah, Elizabeth Harris, 
Perry Harris, Maranda Hart, 
Estrelita Harvey, Joshua 
Hayes, 

Maeganakia Latiker, Jessie 
Levy, Ronald McRaney, 
Meagan Mills, Deanna Morris, 
Nedrick Patrick, Leigh Quick, 
Alexis Ricks and LaMarcus 
Wise, all of Carthage; Natalie 


APPEARED IN: 


LAKE MESSENGER | 

SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 
UNION APPEAL 

WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 
SPIRIT OF MORTON 

IMPACT | 


Tatum, Carthage Christian 
Academy; Joy Harris, 
Thomastown; Justin Hamilton, 
Thomas Ingram, 

Andrew Martin, Ashley 
Smith and Kerrie Wooten, all of 
Edinburg; Kellyn Moss and 
Dana Wilcher, both of Leake 
Academy; and Dionne Cary, 
Latricia Johnson, Kasenda 
Overstreet, Talisha Stewart 
and Tierra Young, all of South 
Leake. 

Additional orientation ses- 
sions will be held Thursday, 
July 8; Wednesday, July 21; 
and Friday, August 13. Fall 
classes begin Monday, August 
23. 

For more information con- 
tact Student Services, East 
Central Community College, P. 
O. Box 129, Decatur, MS 39327, 
Phone 635-2111 or call toll free, 
1-877-462-3222, ext. 375. The 
email address is 


jkillens@eccc.edu. 


CARTHAGINIAN \~__ 
NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
NEWTON RECORD 


MERIDIAN STAR 


CLARION-LEDGER __ 





TI - 


WEEK OF //| U, 











COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


GRADY READY TO ATTEND EGCG: Care Grady to 


j re Ply et East Conical Corteninaty Coleco th 
Decatur. i i students advance register for fall 
classes and learn of the wide variety of academic, social and 
personal opportunities available on the EC campus. Grady is 
shown planning her class schedule with assistance from Kathy 
George, child development technology instructor. Additional 
orientation sessions will be held Thursday, July 8; Wednesday, 
“a 21; vat ze Pari August 13. Fall clases begin Monday, 
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Winston students attend orientation At ECCC 


Numerous graduates of schools in 
Winston County attended the June 19 ori- 
entation session held at East Central 
College in Decatur. 

During orientation, students advance 
ee 
ina nes fem? of academic, social and per- 

nal opportunities available on the EC 


ee 
Attending orientation activities were 
Steven Ball, Melvin Banks, Demon 
Coleman, Kaylon Coleman, Alisha 
Crockett, Jeffery Davis, Terrance Floyd, 
Harris, Gregory Hathorn, Christie 
Haynes, Pam ss Teresa Jenkins, 
Kinyon Love, Courtney Partridge, Zachary 


Richardson, Jackie Riddle, Antwain 


APPEARED IN: 


LAKE MESSENGER 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 


UNION APPEAL 


WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL / 
SPIRIT OF MORTON 


IMPACT 





Savior, Stanton Smith, Chadrick Triplett, 
Antionette Webster and Roy Wood, all of 
Louisville High School; Michael Boydston, 


Michael es Christy Hickman, 
Bridget Jordan, B . Stephen 
Parker, Bridget Sciple, lonaitsan Sciple 


and pears, all of Nanih Waiya; 
LaRita Bates, Monica Carter, on 
atc David Edwards, Katarris 
Hopkins, Nicholas Robinson and William ° 
caSniger tt glee and Mary Hunt, 
Jay Leone, — Sebi William McNeel, 
Joshua George Woodward and 
Lindsey Wright all of Winston County. 

itional orientation sessions are 
scheduled Thursday, July 8; Wednesday, 
July 21; and Friday, August 13. 
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Ready To ECCC ~Signing up for fall classes at East Central Community 








oe * ; f - , ; * = : 4 id 
“ollegeare the above : students who attended Honors Orientation held . 
aan pe cs campus. Pictured with economics instructor Wanda 


Hurley are (s¢ co d from left), Tracy McMahan of Little Rock, Misty Mayes 


jewton and Kaci Reel of Louisville. Additional orientation sess 

vill Be held Saturday, June 19; Thursday, July 8; Wednesday, yy pain 

and Friday, August 13. Fall classes begin Monday, August 23. 7 eri are 
information contact Student Services, East Central Community College, t- 
O. Box 129, Decatur, MS 39327, Phone 635-2111 or call toll free, ; 


4-877-462-3222, ext. 375. The email address is j 
(EC Photo) | 
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— = EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
ENGRAI Siicedlibh vclatistediaatiss stscny Sian OG, 2 soos pee o 
Newton Count High School who 1 tly moved to Walnut Grove, was among area students 
ended orientatic activities held at East Central Community College in Decatur. During 
students advance register for fall classes and learn of the wide variety of academic, 
| opportunities available on the EC campus. Engram is shown planning his 
with assistance from Dr. Lisa McMillan (left) and Deborah Hammons, computer 
3 rs. Additional orientation sessions will be held Thursday, July 8; Wednesday, 
y, August 13; Fall classes begin Monday, August 23. For more information 
Student Services a oh aC, “ow of call toll free, 1-877-462-3222, ext. 375. 
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Receive ECCC Dr Awards ~ These East Central Community College students 








ived for their roles in the EC Players’ spring musical production 
ee ehoon aeoraa are (seated from left) Dinah Howell Lachney of Decatur, 
best lead actress; Luke Howell of Decatur, best lead actor; and Shelby Anderson 
of Raleigh, best supporting actor and recipient of the Director 5 Award; 7 
(standing, from left) Alan Williams of Decatur, who received a “Star” award, 
given to those who made a large role out of a small part; Katie Ford of Newton, 


who received an award of appreciation 


for her service as president of the EC 


Players; and Amy Chamblee of Carthage and Kristal Burton of Decatur. 
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EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
RECEIVES THOMAS EC SCHOLARS SCHOLARSHIP: 
Newton County High Schoo! graduate Kirk Nelson (left) is the 
2004 recipient of the James and Luvie Thomas EC Scholars 


Established by the College in 1999, individuals, businesses or 
groups can supply these scholarships, presented to students 
who are in the top 10 percent of their class. Representing the 
family are Carol Thomas Barnes (center) of Shreveport, La., 
and Luvie Thomas of Starkville. The award was ters 
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THE TIMES/SUBMITTED 


ECCC ALUMN I SCHOLARSHIPS 
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EAST CE CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


RECEIVES ‘LEATHERWOOD SCHOLARSHIP: East Central 






Leatherwood 


recruiter/Tech Prep cannes Center director rhs 6 E Jory. ye 
arship Awards Luncheon held Friday, May 28, in Mabry - 


Memorial Cafeteria. 
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EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


RECEIVES HARRISON MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP: Nick Alexander (left), a 2004 graduate 

of Newton County Academy, and Micah Lanier (second from left), a 2004 graduate of Newton 
County High School, are the recipients of the Harrison Memorial Scholarship at East Central 
Community College in Decatur. This scholarship was established by friends of Ricky and 

Janean Harrison of Little Rock to honor the memory of their children, Crystal and C.J., who 

were killed in an automobile accident in 1993. Representing the donors are the Rev. Rusty Wal- 
ton (second from right) and his wife, Paige, of Beulah Baptist Church. The award was present- 
ed during the College's annual pu Awards Luncheon held Friday, “se 28, in Mabry 


Memorial Cafeteria. 
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THE TIMES/SUBMITTED 


ECCC HONORS ORIENTATION 


Participants In Honors Orlentation held recently at East Central Comm College included Emily Massey of Forest, 

Judiog: nod then Harti fant Who are shove recehtng aleheaas foal Main alten eae © fend 

fall semester class schedules, Hodge was coach of one of the most successful Lady Warrior women’s basketball teams 

pide Least dares <p jeachod national leoel compels Raia are ke create? fa Wenien: (ake: tiiine 
that tradition when basketball season rolls around next spring. Among them will be several Scott County natives who will join the 

team in keeping the momentum going. For his own efforts, Hodge also recelvd honors as Coach of the Year among others for his guid 








ance of the women's basketball program. 
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RECEIVES LAND SCHOLARSHIP: Micah 


2004 graduate of Newton County High School, is the recipient 
of he ates E. Land Memorial Scholarship to attend East 
Central Community College in Decatur. The scholarship was 


established in 2003 by Dr. Harold Aycock 


in memory of James 


E. Land, a longtime professional educator, photographer and 


supporter of East Central. Representing the fam 





son, ; 
Ss an OlarSnip. 

ee Bas a, 8 
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ECCL ice 
East Central award winners ... 


East Central Community College was busy handing out awards last 
month, including to the nine student-athletes above who received 
academic honors from the National Junior College Athletic Associa- 
tion. Those pictured include, from left (front row) women’s basketball 
player Rita Birden, fast-pitch softball player Krissi Harris and tennis 
players Kerry McDill and Courtney Puckett. (Back row) Baseball 
players Cyrus Doe and Jim Talley, women’s basketball player Miran- 
da Rosar of Neshoba Central, and baseball players Jonathan Sigrest 
and Drew Kenna. Above right are members of the ECCC men's bas- 
ketball award winners including (front) Jamaal Martin, Stephen 
Dyess and Dewayne Hughes and (standing) Tawon Walker of 
Neshoba Central and Ryan Hudson. At right, ECCC women’s bas- 
ketball award winners included (seated) Hope Murray, Britney Burks 
and Rita Birden; and (standing) Kimyatta Viverette, India Backstrom 
of Neshoba Central, Kristin Chaney and Lenore Gray. 
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umerous tilibher shige 


awarded at ECCC 


Numeras Scholarships 
Awarded aitECCC East Central 
Communit College in Decatur 
held its mnual Scholarship 
Awards Lincheon May 28 in 
Mabry Mmorial Cafeteria. 
More tha 50 endowed and 
other specal scholarships were 
awarded o students through- 
out the Jollege’s five-county 
district, yhich includes Leake, 
Neshoba Newton, Scott and 
Winston counties. 

The program was sponsored 
by BelBouth as part of the 
company’s statewide grant ini- 
tatty involved the 
sippi's 15 community 
and junior colleges. 








ips aré provid- 


ed by teat and friends of the 


College and play a vita) role in 
providing financial assistance : 
to ECCC students. 


- Recipients and their sespec- 
tive hometowns include: 

/ ATCO Loan Scholership- 
Dione Cary, Walnut Grore 
Bank of Forest Schohirship- 
Jessica Puckett, Forest 


Bank of Morton 






ey Beenie Schokrship- 
Christopher Barnett, Newton 

Bell South Schoarship- 
Christopher Slephard, 

Clayton Blount Schilarship- 
Brooke McMillan, Nevton 

Pleas and Nancy Amanda 
Breazeale Blount Sclolarship- 
Haley Harris, Decatw 





Dr. Austin P. Boggan 
Scholarship-Lindse; Clark, 
Louisville 2 Pee PAL. 


’ Hollingsworth 





Shelby Harris Memorial 
Scholarship-Faith Hessenius, 
Louisville 

Harrison 
Schoarship-Micah 
Little Rock, and 
Alexander, Little Rock 

Heart and Hand 
Gerontology Scholarship- 
Sheila Jackson, Meridian 

Heart and Hand Jane R. 
Holbrook Scholarship-Marjay 
Jones, Philadelphia 

Heart and Hand Elberta C. 
Phillips Scholarship-Carolyn 
Mayes, Louisville 

Heart and Hand Myrtle Rae 
Burton Scholarship-Jackie 
Miller, Noxapater 

Hogne Brantley 
Scholarship-Frances Johnson, 


Memorial] 
Lanier, 
Nick 


| Lake 


Albert and Fannie Mae 
Scholarship- 
Brittany Mixon, Lake 


Henry Bane “Bubba” 


Hudspeth and Faye McCully 

Hudspeth 
Scholarship-Zachary 

Harrison, Louisville 
Moyrtl le R 


James Land ‘Momorial 


Scholarship-Micah — Lanier, 
Little Rock 
La-Z-Boy Scholarship- 
Darren Reed, Newton, and 
Courtney Averett, Conehatta 
Frank Edwin and Nena Holt 
Leatherwood Scholarship- 


Valerie Gibbs, Newton 

Edwin and Marie Lowe 
Scholarship-Mary Jones, 
Forest 


Joanne Stevens Memorial 
Scholarship-Brandon Michael 
Brown, Morton : 

Charles and Judy Dowdle 
Thomas Scholarship-Benjamin 
Melton, Philadelphia 

Kenneth and Ella Mae 
Thornton & Emerson Electric 
Scholarship-Jessica Boswell, 
Union 


Thomas  W. Thrash 
Memorial Scholarship-Brandi 
Patterson, Lena 

U.S. Electrical Motors 


Scholarship-Elizabeth 
Richardson, Preston 

Arno and Ruth Carr Vincent 
Scholarship-Rebekah 
Crenshaw, Union 

Lavern and_ Elizabeth 
Vowell Memorial Scholarship- 
Kaci Reel, Louisville 

Warrior Golf Classic Alumni 
Association Scholarship-Kasey 
Hall, Lake, and Brian Alford, 
Forest 

Weems Family Scholarship- 
Danielle Barrett, Carthage, 
and Kristin Taylor. Conehatta 

Jack and Mary Joe White 


Sache lars 3 ip-Azhley Pes = Jem 


~ = 
Siena > 
=~ 






Josh Palmer, Louisville == 
Jones and Carrie 

Williamson and Bascom and 

Hattie Chisolm 
Scholarship-Kyle Bankston, 


Sebastopol 
General William Patrick 
Wilson General Academic 


Scholarship-Amy Ealy, Morton. 
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Breazeale Ministerial 


Scholarship-Tayle — Nichols, 
Decatur 


“Ann Burkes Phi Theta 
Kappa Scholarhip-Courtnee 


Graham, Nanih Vaiya 
Shannon Brock Edinburg 

Citizens Bank of 
Philadelphia Scholarship- 
Mollie Cieglo, *orest , 

Fred and Maudie Dallas 
Memorial Saolarship-Joanna 
Page, Union * 


James aid Luvie Thomas 
EC Scholar Scholarship-Kirk 
Nelson, Hicory 

Entergy 
Scholarshiy-Laura 
Little Rock 

Gilmore Scholarship-Danie] 
Warren, Clirkdale 


Mississippi 
Foreman, 


Scholarshp-Megan 
Forest _ 





Slay, 





Thomas Rudolph Mayes 
Memorial Scholarship-Kathryn 
Barney, Sebastopol 

Merchants and Farmers 


Bank Scholarship-Olivia 
Johnson, Philadelphia, and 
Rachel Chappel, Philadelphia 

Mississippi Association of 
Supervisors Scholarship-Sara 
Stiles, Sebastopol, Clay 
Thrash, Sebastopol, Jamice 
Jones, Louisville and Teresa 
Jenkins, Louisville 

Russell McCann Memorial 
Scholarship-Clancy Cleveland, 
Union | 

Polk and Jennie Pace 
Scholarship-Jon Henderson, 
Forest | 


Philadelphia Sertoma Club 
Scholarship-Josh Swindle, 
Noxapater 


R.C. Pugh Scholarship- 
Cindy Moody, Nanih Waiya 

J.B. and Francis Harris 
Smith Scholarship-Kevin 
Gregory, Louisville 


ECCC bull rider winds up in 


10th place in national finals 


Chance Smart of Newton 
completed a _ successful 
career as a member of the — 
East. Central Community 
College rodeo team by plac- 
ing 10th in the National 
Finals Rodeo held in 
Casper, Wy., last month. 

Smart, the only Missis- 
sippian who qualified to 
compete in the 10-day 
event, scored 157 points in 
the Bull Riding category, which was 
won by Tate Stratton of Western Texas 
College with 313.5 points. 

BCCC rodeo coach Larry Dial, 
who also attended the nationals, said 
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Smart is the first Warrior to ~~ 

| place in the top 10 at the “* 
national competition. s 

| “Chance didagreatjobat  , 
} the nationals and had a great “” 


mm career at East Central. I'm 
very proud of him and wish 
him the best of luck as he “” 
J continues his rodeo career,” 
= Dial said. 
Smart qualified for the 
nationals by placing second 
in Bull Riding in regional competition 
with 325 points. He will continue his 
rodeo career at the University of West 
Alabama. q 
— from schoal reports “4 
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AMEN TEN TS 3 Se 
Sessums Signs Up At ECCC 

Lauris Sessums (right), a 2004 graduate of Morton High School, was among : 

area students who attended the July 8 orientation session held at East Central | 

Community College in Decatur. During orientation, students advance register 

for fall classes and learn of the wide variety of academic, social! and personal 

opportunities available on the EC campus. Sessums is shown planning his 

class schedule with assistance from academic counselor Christi Gregory. 

Additional orientation sessions are scheduled Wednesday, July 21 and Friday, 

August 13. Registration will be held from 8 to 9 a.m. in Newton Hall, Fall | 

classes begin Monday, August 23. For more information contact Student 

Services, Phone 635-2111 orcall toll free, 1-877-462-3222, ext, 375, The email 

address is jkillens@ecec.edu. (EC Photo) 
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t County Students Attend July 8 


sntation Session At ECCC 





Scott County students were 
among participants at the July & 
orientation session held at East 
Central Community College in 
Decatur, During orie _ students 
advance register for fall classes and 
learn of the wide variety of academic, 
social and personal opportunities 
available on the EC campus. 
Attending orientation activities were 
Matthew DeBoer, Jeffrey Edwards, 
Albertina Laster, Siedah Lyles and 
Robert Majure, all graduates of Forest 
High School; Jenna Foreman, Scott 
Central High School: Darius Bobbitt, 
Brandon Gomillion and Lisa Parker, 
all of Lake High School; Robert Hill, 
Diondrae Johnson; Lauris Sessums 
and Jessica West, all of Morton High 
School; and Kathy Harris, Emalea 
Moore and Erma Pace, all of 





Sebastopol Attendance Center. Also 
attending the July 8 orientation 
session from Scott County were 
Kevin DeBoer, Kristen Ledford, Jamie 
Patrick, Rachel Smith and Mekaela 
Derrick, all of Forest; Corie King, 
Morton; Clay Beauchamp, 
Sebastopol; Wanda Weems, Lake; 
and Jennifer Elliott and Tiffany Jones, 
both of Pulaski. Additional 
orientation sessions are scheduled 
Wednesday, July 21 and Friday, 
August 13, Registration will be held 
from 8 to 9 a.m, in Newton Hall. Fall 
classes begin Monday, August 23. 
For more information contact Student 
Services, East Central Community 
College, P.O. Box 129, Decatur, MS 
39327, Phone 635-2111 or call toll free, 
|-877-462-3222, ext. 375. The email 
address is jkillens@ecec.edu. -30- 
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RECEIVES WEEMS FAMILY SCHOLARSHIPS | Danielle Bar. Bar. 
rett (left), ‘a 2004 graduate of Carthage High School, and 
Kristin Taylor (center) of Conehatta, a graduate of Newton 
County High School and an East Central Community College 
sophomore, are the recipients of the Weems Family Scholar- 
ships. These scholarships were established in 2001 to com- 
memorate the historical roles of the Weems family of Scott 
County as members of the faculty, Board of Trustees and stu- 
dent body at ECCC. Pictured with the recipients is ECCC aca- 
demic ee ee Michael Sy tae f she ey were peer 


cheon held iy, May 28 in Mabry Me 
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 Gatli : Presen ed ECCC Scholarship. 





Morton is this year’s recipient of the Nancy Hiett 


s iate Degree Nursing Scholarship presented at East Central 

, e in Decatur. Gatlin, a first-year nursing student, is shown 

+i rarer counselor Lanette Hanna. The annual scholarship was endowed 
in the fall. of 1998 and honors Nancy Hiett Harris of Philadelphia, the vd 





lirector of the College’s ADN Program. (EC Photo) 
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EC Surgical Technology grads 
Above are graduates of the East Central 
Community College surgical technology 
program who were recognized at the 
College's annual pinning ceremony held on 
the Decatur campus. Members of the Class 
of. 2004 include (seated from left) Felicity 
Adkins, Decatur; Jeffery Brantley, Forest; 
Ben. Boyette and Krystal Busby, both of 
Meridian; Lindsey Harris, Hickory; and 
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Keith Jacoby, Meridian. Standing from left 
are Anthony Kidd and Jessica Martin, both 
of Meridian; Alicia Murphy, Philadelphia; 


Jennifer Perkins, Carthage; Virginia 
Robinson, Newton; Connie Smith, 
Philadelphia; and Latrice Spivey, Forest. 
LeAnn Shirley and Kristie Pilgrim serve as 


CARTHAGINIAN |~ | 
*NESHOBA DEMOCRAT _ 
NEWTON RECORD 
MERIDIAN STAR . 
CLARION-LEDGER __ 








q 


WEEK OF (LUidV/ta) 





East Central announces 


homecoming honorees 


East Central Community 
College has announced recipi- 
ents of its annual Alumni 
Association awards, to be pre- 
sented during Homecoming 
activities scheduled Saturday, 
October 9, 2004, on the Decatur 
campus. 

Honorees include Ann 
Hunter Burkes (Class of 1963) 
of Decatur, Alumna of the Year; 
Dr. John G. Hollingsworth 
(Class of 1957) of Commerce, 
Ga., Alumnus of the Year: 
Marcus Mann (Class of 1994) of 
Forest and Ken Pouncey of 
Decatur, Athletic Hall of Fame; 
Sharon LeJeune of Meridian, 
Academic’ Instructor of the 
Year; and Wanda Brackeen of 
Hickory, Vocational-Technical 
Instructor of the Year. The hon- 
orees will be presented during 
a noon luncheon scheduled in 
Mabry Memoria! Cafeteria. 

Selected as this year's “spe- 





cial reunion group” are former 
members of the Collegians. the 
College's rock ‘n’ roll group. 
Thomas W. Carson, ECCC 
director of bands, is a charter 
member of the talented group 
and has been its leader since 
1984. He is also one of the 
group's guitarists. He said the 
Collegians were first organized 
more than 30 years ago. 

Also being recognized at 
Homecoming are members of 
all classes ending in “4.” 

For more information about 
Homecoming 2004, contact the 
Stacey Hollingsworth, Office of 
Foundation and Alumni 
Relations, East Central 
Community College, P. O. Box 
129, Decatur, Miss. 39327, 
Phone 635-2111 or call tell free, 
1-877-462-3222, ext. 327. The 


= 
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ECCC LPN 
students win 
HOSA national 
honors 


These Licensed Practical 
Nursing students at East Central 
Community College in Decatur 
won various honors at the HOSA 
(Health Occupation Students of 
America) National Leadership 
Conference held June 23-26 at 
the Marriott World Center in 
Orlando, Fla. Seated from left 
are Ashley White of Newton and 
Shelby Swanner of Bailey, sec- 
ond place, EMT; Anne Steptoe of 
Forest and Vincent McElhenney 
of Union, Top 10 Creative 
Problem Solving; and (standing 
from left) Geena Pope of 
Philadelphia, Top 10 Creative 
Problem Solving; Celeste Martin 
of Carthage and Laura Rosar of 
Union, Top 10 Health Education; 
and Gloria Martin of Carthage, 
Top 10 Nursing Assisting. Kathy 
Elliott and Lori Luke serve as 
LPN instructors. (EC Photo) 
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Neshoba County students receive GED diplomas 
These Neshoba County residents were among 39 st } | 

3e | | : long 39 students who received their General Education 
Deveopment (GED) diplomas during the annual East Central Community College GED nice atenscst i 
held ecently on the Decatur campus. Pictured are ((front row, from left) Sophia L. Manry, Sunni Carol 
Tolbert and Sherry Morris, all of Philadelphia; and (back row, from left) Tiffanie M Higginbotham and 
Matthew Graham Hnson, both of Union; and William D. King of Carthage. The college offers GED prepa- 
ration and Adult Basic Education classes at locations throughout the five-county district, which includes 
eee eal — a: Winston counties. For more information contact the Office of Adult 

) uing Eduwation, FO, Box 129, Decatur, MS 39327, PH, 635-2111 or ee 1-877-4 

ext. 278 or 879, (EC Phau 635-2 or toll tree 1-877-462-3222. 
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Pos V : | 5-9 225 
Pos. Ht. Wt. Grade sie Rocky Godwin — | 
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ECCC ANNOUNCES GED GRADUATES) 
These Scott County residents were among 39 students who received their General Education Develo nt (GED) diptor annual ¢ 
to yet Teaco ca ee ee, rm on aed adi tnt Ro 
of Lake, Andrew C, Rogers and Jason Christopher Goss, both of Morton; and John G Sullivan, lelsha A. Devricks,Joscce Centr ma rnc ie adnan 
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EC STUDENTS RECEIVE MSU SCHOLARSHIPS 
theee East Couteal. Commmunily Collego’sturlents recelved varlows transfer acholarships to Miselesipil Skate e University. Scholarship 
recipients include (seated from left) Shelley Brake of Florence, Ashley Brown of Philadelphia, Joseph Charlton of Little Rock, Amanda 
Clark of Philadelphia, Roger Davis |i of Decatur, Amanda Eakes of Philadelphia, Krissi Harris of Decatur, Page Holdiness of Louisville 


and Drew Kenna of Forest; and (back row, from left) Kery McDill of Decatur, Luke McNair of Hickory, Ryan Meeks of Morton, Robin 
Ao pictured ls Den Coleman of MSU, who presented the scholarships. N : lc roy Chaney of Ute Rock Matin Joan, 
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Belvin Receives ECCC Scholarship ~ Betty Bevlin _ 
of Decatur is a 2004-05 recipient of a non-tradition- _ 
al student scholarship presented at East Central 
Community College. Belvin, shown with Joe 
Killens, Vice President for Student Services,isa 
freshman majoring in surgical technology. Non-tra-_ 
ditional student tuition scholarships are available 
to qualified Mississippi residents, 23 years of 7 
age or older at the time of initial enrollment, who 
enroll full-time at ECCC. Scholars ik are avail- 
able for three consecutive semesters following 

the first 12 hours earned as either part-time or full- _ 
time student at East Central. For more information _ 
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The above graduates of the Licensed Practical Nursing program at East Central Community College in 
Deccatur received pins during a special ceremony held recently on the Decatur campus. Pictured are (front 
row, from left) Keneshia Thomas and Bonnie Harrell, both of Carthage; Katie Burrage-Allard of 
Philadelphia, Jessica Bricker of Lena and Gloria Martin of Carthage; (second row, from left) Valerie 
Nicholson of Philadelphia, Shelby Swanner of Bailey, Laura Rosar of Union and Ashley White of Newton; 
(third row, from left) Anne Steptoe of Forest, Genna Pope and April McCurty, both of Philadelphia; and_ 
Celeste Martin of Carthage; and (back row, from left) Vincent McElhenney of Union, Derek Wright and John 
Johnson, both of Meridian; and Chris Weaver of Louisville. Kathy Elliot and Lori Luke served as instructors. 








(EC Photos) 
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Two persons with Winston County 


By Joseph McCain 
Winston County Journal 


Van Chancellor, a 
Noxapater native, will have 
an extra jewelery accessory 
added the next time he vis- 
its Winston County. 
Chancellor as the U. 
Women’s basketball coach 
earned a gold medal as his 
team proved themselves in 
the 2004 Summer 
Olympics 

In an interview with the 
Winston County rn 
previous to his leaving for 
training to Athens, 
Chancellor noted confidence 
in the talents and abilities 
of the women’s team. 

Chancellor knew the 
women’s team could come 
home with the gold and 
wey Beate him right as 

with gold up ss games 
around their 





also. 





rae : tg 
inductee _ Pid 





‘Chancellor is no strang 


to winning gold or captur 


ing titles. de 

He is a four-time WNBA’ 
championship head coach 
for the Houston Comets. He 
piloted the United States to 
a gold medal and an 
unblemished 9-0 record at 
the 2002 FIBA World 
Championship in 2002. He 
was selected the Women’s 


‘Swoopes, 


onship MVP and two-time 
league MVP Cynthia 
Cooper retired following the 
2000 season and Sheryl 
the 2000 WNBA 
MVP and Defensive Player 
of the Year, suffered a sea- 
son-ending knee injury 


US. prior to the start of the 2001 


Houston Comets’ pre-sea 

son training camp. Despite 
these losses, Chancellor led 
the 2001 Comets to a 19-13 
record and a spot in the 


2001 WNBA Playoffs. 


In 2002 the Chan cellor-led 
‘posted a 24-5 regu- 
lar season record to finish 
in second place in the 
Western Conference and 
earned a berth in their 
sixth 2002 WNBA playoffs. 
Most recently Chan 
2003 squad finish 
and in second 
Western Co ference to 
advance to the WNBA 
ao giao the seventh 











us. Ginaoiaee Cooper 
(1988, 1992) and Swoopes 
(1996, 2000), 1992 us 
Olympian Tammy Jackson, 
as well as Olympians 
Janeth Arcain (1992, 1996, 
2000) of Brazil, Elena 
Shakirova (1992, 1996, 
2000) of Russia and 
Catarina Pollini (1992, 
1996) of Italy and 2004 


USA team member Tina 
Thompson. 

Also a proven collegiate 
success, Chancellor spent 
19 seasons as the head 
coach at the University of 
Mississippi where he posted 
a 439-154 overall record 
(.740 winning percentage) 
and advanced his teams to 
14 NCAA Tournaments. 
Chancellor's 14 NCAA 
appearances were high- 
lighted by four Elite Eight 
(1985, 1986, 1989, 1992) 
and three Sweet Sixteen 
(1987, 1988, 1990) finishes. 
Chancellor was named the 
1992 National Coach of the 
Year by the Women’s 
Basketball News Service 
and was also honored as the 
Southeastern Conference 
Coach of theYear three 
times (1987, 1990, 1992). 
The winningest coach in 
Ole Miss women’s basket- 
ball history, Chancellor 
coached a pair of sisters 
who went on to represent 


Olympic team head coach in 
‘ July of 2003. Chancellor 
lead the two-time defending 
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Viyluple ZUld Teams ec 
in its quest for a third 
straight gold medal with 
great success: at the 2008 a AE 
Olympic Games) § 
After spending 19° ‘suc Bis 
cessful seasons (1978-79 to 
1996-97) at the helm of the 
University of Mississippi, 
Chancellor entered the pro- 
fessional coaching ranks in 
1997 and. sees 
ee an imp; 






USA. Basketball in interna- 





ional competition, includ- 

1988 U.S. Olympian 
Seatac Gillom, a member 
lof the 2002. USA World 
a mn. #Championship Team, and 













“1998 USA World 
._-Championship, assistant 
| ach Peggie Gillom. 


NNBA champi- — ; LHS grad gains silver 
ston. cre- ~F . Louisville native Coby 
shat meny . hs : filler represented his 
ed as the lear aa untry at the 2004 
fee Loe od t lympics and will be bring- 
seven years | Chane: fee back a silver medal for 
guided the Comets to part in the 4x100 relay. 
va auaaalh 2 iller ran the second leg 
1) the race for the US. 
; tam. The US, team missed 
vacord 7 -; ld by .01 seconds’ with 
winricy ahs » 3 reat Britain finishing 
| ‘Ye 38.07 and the US. 
yun finishing with 38.08. 
liller finished fourth in 
- xe 100-meter dash at the 
‘he! : SS, Olympic Trials, log- 
~ ying a time of 9.99 seconds. 
, | .-bis time gave Miller the 
f Lubious distinction — of 





eT ee 





being the fastest man ever 
to not make the US: 
Olympic team in the 100. 
Miller represented the 
United States at the 
Olympics in 2000, compet- 
ing in both the 100 and 
200. 
Miller, a a state champion 
in football and track while 


ar Louisville High School, 


accepted a football scholar- 
ship to East Central 
Community rei when 
he graduated high school 
in 1995. ECCC did not have 
a track program, so Miller, 
who describes track as his 
first love, transferred to a 
school that did - Meridian 
Community College. While 
at MCC, Miller received 
recognition as a track All- 
American. 

He transferred to Auburn 
University in Auburn, Ala., 


and in 1999 won the NCAA 
indoor 200 and World 


Games 200, 
placing second 


Universit 
along wi 


_— 
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ry yer 
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in 2004 Olympics 


in the NCAA outdoor 200. 
During his senior year at 
Auburn - in 2000, before 
his Olympic debut - Miller 
placed second in both 100 
and 200 at the NCAA 
Outdoor 

In 2001, Miller won the 
USA Indoor 200-meter title 
then, immediat after 
crossing the finish line, got 
tangled up with other run- 
ners and suffered a broken 
fibula in his left leg. He ran 
inseveral indoor races in 
2002, but had to end his 
season because of ham- 
string problems, the result 
of the continuing rehabili- 
tation of his left leg. Miller 
returned that year to 
anchor the U.S. 4x100 relay 
team to victory in me 
World Cup and tie his pe 
sonal best time, 9.98 ee. 
onds. 


Miller, the son of A.C. and 
Frances Miller of 
Louisville, is a member of 
New Zion Baptist Church. 

( NELNCUON 








APPEARED IN: 


LAKE MESSENGER 

SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 
UNION APPEAL \~ 

WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 
SPIRIT OF MORTON _ 
IMPACT 


if ay") reese sii ined vised 








pat os M eoalte 
Boswell of Union 
received the Kinnoth and 
EllaMae Thornton 
/Emerson Electric schol- 
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The Ac’cents, East Cen- 
tral Community College's 


show choir, attended a 
week-long practice camp 


prior to the fall. semester 
where they prepared mu- 
sic and dance numbers for 
s for the 2004-05 col- 
les term include (seated 
r a Sam McDill, 
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ECCC LPN graduates 


The above graduates of the Licensed Practical Nursing program at East Central Community College in 
Decatur received pins during a special ceremony held recently on the Decatur campus. Pictured are 
(front row, from left) Keneshia Thomas and Bonnie Harrell, both of Carthage; Katie Burrage-Allard of 
Philadelphia, Jessica Bricker of Lena and Gloria Martin of Carthage; (second row, from left) Valene 
Nicholson of Philadelphia, Shelby Swanner of Bailey, Laura Rosar of Union and Ashley White of Newton. 
(third row, from left) Anne Steptoe of Forest, Genna Pope and April McCurty, both of Philadelphia; and 
Celeste Martin of Carthage: and (back row, from left) Vincent McEIhenney of Union, Derek Wright anc 
John Johnson, both of Meridian; and Chris Weaver of Louisville, Kathy Elliot and Lori Luke served as 
instructors. (EC Photo) 
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ECCC Ac’cents preparing new show 

The Ac’cents, East Central Community College’s show choir, attended a week-long practice camp prior 
to the fall semester where they prepared music and dance numbers for the upcoming show. Members 
for the 2004-05 college term include (seated from left) Sam McDill, Victoria Loper and Eddie Smith, all 
of Decatur; and (standing from left) Anthony Engram of Walnut Grove, Felicia Chapman of Newton, 
Bryon Whitley of Philadelphia, Dee Carpenter of Louisville, Zach Logan of Newton, Amy Kennedy of 
Forest, Cassidy Crenshaw of Philadelphia, Kelly Bankston of Sebastopol, Luke Howell of Decatur, Mollie 
Cieglo of Forest and Grant Comans of Sebastopol. The Ac'cents are under the direction of Vicki Blaylock. 


(EC Photo) 


APPEARED IN: 


LAKE MESSENGER 

SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 
UNION APPEAL ___ 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 
SPIRIT OF MORTON 

IMPACT. 


CARTHAGINIAN 
NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
NEWTON RECORD 
MERIDIAN STAR 
CLARION-LEDGER 


WEEK OF _. 4 —_—_ 


ei 


Reis 





ECCC Centralettes 


Providing entertainment during halftime activities of East Central Community College football games are 
the Centralettes, the dance line of the Warrior Wall O' Sound Marching Band. Members include, (first row, 
from left) Amanda Dickson, Newton; Tracy McMahan, Little Rock: Clancy Cleveland, Union; Misty Leigh 
Mayes, Newton; Aly Burton, Decatur; Amanda Wilcher, Edinburg; and Jennifer Key. Philadelphia; (sec- 
ond row, from left) Ashley Franklin, Union; Sherrell Brown, Forest, Madison Brantley and Hali Rainer, 
both of Union; Lindsey Sassions, Newton; Amanda Dowell, Edinburg; and Jana Sansing, Philadelphia; 
and (third row, from left) Lindsey Clanton, | awrence; Quintisa Moncrief, Newton, Jess Davis, Louisville, 
Morgan Richards, Newton, Amy Ealy, Forest: and Shelly Ferguson, Hickory. Lori Muse of Newton serves 
as coordinator/choreographer. (EC Photo) 
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EC Students win honors at 
ie | . ttirs arid 3 ay)! es . 
various national competitions 
Numerous East Central 10 Nursing Assisting, | 
Community College students won Representing the ‘surgical 
honors at various national competi- technology program were Mary 
tions held this summer. Vega of Newton, who won first 
In the Skills USA place honors in Human Growth and 
Competition held in Kansas C ity, Development; Jashemia Cherry of 
Missouri, Josh Weaver of Decatur Porterville, fourth, extemporaneous 
placed second in Major Appliance health poster; and Ben Boyette and 
Repair, and Matthew Smith of Keith Jacoby, both of Meridian, fifth 
Morton finished eighth in Industrial _ place, Community . Awareness, 
Motor Controls. ana DeAna Morrow of Philadelphia was 
Students enrolled in the_ selected to serve as Central District 
College's licensed practical nursing “Representatives for Mississippi, » 
and surgical technology programs Students who are members of the 
won honors at the HOSA (Health College’s Phi Beta Lambda 
Occupation Students. of America) chapter_also Won honors at their 
National Leadership Conference national convention held in Denver, 
held in Orlando, Fla, Colorado. 
LPN students’ who Linda Moody of Watnut 
received ‘awards included Ashley Grove and Megan Stovall of 
White of Newton and Shelby Philadelphia placed — sixth in 
Swanner’ of Bailey, second place, Multimedia. and Brad Walton of 
EMT; Anne Steptoe of Forest; Decatur and Chris Rush of 
Vineent McElhenney of Union and Union finished ninth in the same 
Geena Pope of Philadelphia, Top 10 category. Moody and ‘Stovall also 
Creative Problem Solving: Celeste — finished sixth in the American 
Martin of Carthage and Laura Rosar Enterprise Project, and Stovall 
of Union, Top 10 Health Education: placed ninth in the Local Annual 
and Gloria Martin of Carthage; Top Business Report, 
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__ Forest, Cassidy Crenshaw of Phil 
of pol, Luke Howell of 





| Hlege 
Victoria Loper 
(standing from left) 
iy Chapman of 
| 3 Hy la, Carpenter of 
Louisville, Zach Logan of Newton, Amy Kontak of 


term include (seated from left) Sam Mobil 
| and Eddie Smith, all of omg and 

_ Anthony Engram of Wainut Grove, 

_ Newton,.Bryon Whitley of Philadelph 
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adelphia, Kelly Bankston 
Decatur, Mollie Cieglo of 


Forest and Grant Comans of Sebastopol. The Ac'cents are 





| under the direction of Vicki Blaylock. (EC Photo) 
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si Community College cheerleaders do pushilp after the Warriors scored a touchdown Saturday against Southwest Cornmeal Colle: 
= the male cheerleaders do pushups while the female cheerleaders help them build their muscles. 
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Receives Thornton-Emerson 
Electric:Scholarship 

Jessica Boswell (left), a 2004 graduate of Union High School, is the 
recipient of the Kinoth and Ella Mae Thornton & Emerson Electric 
Scholarship at East Central Community College in Decatur. Pictured 
with the recipient is ECCC academic counselor Michael Alexander. 
The award was presented during the college’s annual Scholarship 
Awards Luneheon held Friday, May 28, in Mabry Memorial Cafeteria. 
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Vance receives 





Coca-Cola scholarship 


more surgical 


major at East 
ege | 
ded a 
from the Coca- 
Foundation. 

9003 graduate 
County Hi 


munity Coll 
has been 
scholarship 
Cola Scholars 

Vance is a 


of Newton 


School and 
of Milton and 
Vance of Decatur. 


awar 
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Special to The Record 


Ginger Vane 





is the daughter 
Jeannie 


High tives. The late 


- 


volunteer service.” 

The Coca-Cola Two-Year 
Colleges Scholarship Pro- 
gram 1s made possible wi 
funding from the Joseph B. 
Whitehead Foundation. 
The Whitehead Foundation 
provides syants In suppor! 
of human services initia- 
Joseph B. 
Whitehead was one of the 
original bottlers of Coca- 
Cola. 
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students attending higher- 
education institutions 


granting two-year degrees. 
One scholar from each state 
received a $2,000 scholar- 
ship through the New Cen- 
tury Scholar Program of 
the American Association 
of Community Colleges 
and Phi Theta Kappa, the 
international honor society 
of the two-year college. An 
additional 350 students 
were awarded $1,000 schol- 
arships. All recipients must 
have demonstrated academ- 
ic’ success and performed 
100 hours of community 
service within the past 12 
months. 

“The Coca-Cola Two-Year 
Colleges Scholarship Pro- 
gram gives support an 
ancouragement to an 
under-served population of 
sollege students,” said 
Viark Davis, president of 
the Coca-Cola Scholars 
Foundation. “This program, 
¢ an extension of our long- 
standing commitment to 
‘ollege education through- 
yut the United States. These 
fine students, who often jug- 
gle school, work and family, 
continue to give back to 
their communities through 


eae 


CARTHAGINIAN _ 


f) 


than $1.3 millon anmual mi 
college scholarships © =D 
outstanding high school 
seniors. The Coca-Cola 
Scholars Program is one of 
the most recognized and 
respected corporate-spor- 
sored scholarships ™ 
America. 

The Coca-Cola Scholars 
Foundation 1s supported by 
a financial commitment of 
the Meridian Coca-Cola 
Bottling Corporation and 
The Coca-Cola Company. 
The Foundation was creat- 
ed in 1986 to commemorate 
the. 100th anniversary of 
Coca-Cola and to establish a 
legacy for the education of 
tomorrow’s leaders. 

Now in its Sth year of 


q funding the Coca-Cola TWO 


Year Colleges Scholarships 
program, the Foundation 


J. has provided more than 


million im scholarshif 
awards to students attend 
ing two-year degree grant 
ing institutions and mon 
than $25 million in th 
Coca-Cola Scholars Pre 
sram during the past I 
years. 
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grass Comers te de rec- 
ognized for excellence 
The Wall 0" Sound March- 
ine Band was voted the top 
community junior college 
marching band in the state, 
according to a poll con- 
ducted in 1998 by the 
Jackson Clarion-Ledger. 
For the fifteenth straight 
year, the Collegians. EC's 
rock ‘n’ roll group directed 
by Carson. represented 


| ECCC and Mississippi on 


their annual tour. This 
year’s group performed at 
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Disney World in Orlando, 
Florida. In previous years, 
the Collegians have been 
featured entertainers at 
Sea World in San Antonio, 
Texas; Busch Gardens in 
Tampa. Florida: the South 
Street Seaport in New 
York City; and the Summer 
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Olympics in Atlanta, Geor- 
gia. The Collegians are also 
a crowd favorite each 
year at the Neshoba 
County Fair. The 2004 ap- 
pearance marked the 21st 
Collegian performance at 


See “CARSON” page 7 
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lence) Instructor of the 
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Year in 1995 and was 
named a Lamplighter par- 
1¥92_ an annual 
recognition of the state's 
Outstanding community 
and junior college instruc- 
tors. He was selected 
ECCC’s Academic In- 
structor of the Year in 
199]. He currently serves 
as state chair for the Col- 
lege Band Directors” Na- 
tional Association. 

Carson is a graduate of 
Forrest-Sherman High 
School in Naples, Italy; 
East Central Junior Col- 
lege: and Delta State Uni- 
versity, Where he received 
bachelor and master’s de- 
vrees In music education. 
He is married to the 
former Brenda Branning 
of Philadelphia, who 
serves as the College's di- 
rector of financial aid. 
They have three children, 
Chris. Jennifer and Jer- 
emy. 


licipant in 
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Ealy Receives MA CS Scholarship - 





East Central Community College sophomore Amy Ealy (center) of Forest is 

the 2004-05 recipient of a $600 scholarship presented by the Mississippi 

.ssociation of College Stores, Inc. The psychology major is shown receiving 
the scholarship from Michaelle Smith, ECCC bookstore manager, while Joe 
Killens, Vice President for Student Services, looks on. The annual award is 
based on academic mérit and financial need. Scholarship applicants were also 
required to submit an essay highlighting school activities, academic awards 
or honors, and community activities. A Dean’s List scholar, Ealy is involved 
in various activities at ECCC, including Warrior Corps, BSU, Gospel Choir 
and the Wall O° Sound Marching Band. She also serves as sophomore class 
secretary and was recently chosen a sophomore maid on the 2004 Homecoming 
Court. She was also selected a freshman maid. She was valedictorian of her 
2002 graduating class at Forest High School and was also named to the Hall 

‘of Fame, among other various honors. She is the daughter of Alexander and 
Willie Ealy of Forest: (EC Photo) ~ . — 
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Receives M&F Bank 





Scholarship 








—— 
———— 


Erin Smith (left) of Philadelphia, a graduate of Neshoba Central High 


School, is the 


Scholarship at East Central Community 


recipient of a Merchants and Farmers Bank 


College in Decatur. She is 
Services J 


pictured with ECCC Vice President for Student ces Joe Killens. 


(EC Photo) 
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Finalizing Plans For ECCC Homecoming 
Making final plans for East Central Community College’s Homecoming 
celebration scheduled Saturday, October 9 are Alumni Association and college 
officials who include (seated from left) Dr. Bob Tom Johnson of Forest, Scott 
County. representative; C heryl Comans of Vicksburg, out-of-district 
representative: Florence Harkins of Carthage, Leake County representative: 
Tam Cooper of Brandon; Association president; Bill Lovett of Forest, Scott 
County representative; and James Vance of Meridian,. out-of-district 
representative; and (standing from left) Brian Sibley of Newton, student body 
association president; Tony Kinton of Carthage, faculty club president; ECCC 
President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin; Ann Burkes of Decatur, Newton County 
representative; Stacey Hollingsworth of Decatur, administrative assistant, 
Office of Foundation and Alumni Relations; and Joe Killens, vice president 
for Student Services. For more information regarding Homecoming activities, 


contact the Foundation/ Alumni Relations office, 


Phone 635-2114 orcall toll 


free. 1-877-462-3222, ext:327.:Thelemail address is Sholling@ece.edu. (EC 


Photo} 
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Scott County Youth Rock With En otionally-Inspired Music 


By TAMI K. PHILLIPS 
Times Staff, Writer 


o Scott County college students are 
yn their way to achieving their 
ns of becoming professional musi- 


ler Cahoon, 18, of Harperville, and 

ny Gibbs, 20, of Clifton, play ina 
called Hollowell along with Philip 

arson, 24, of Union, and Zack Logan, 

‘Newton. “ 

hoon and Gibbs grew up together in 
County and played in a band 

her as teenagers. They met 

erson and Logan in college, and the 

they say, is history. 

e four young men are al] music 

rs at East Central Community 

se and decided to start a band 

ther in January. 

ie band plays a type of music called 

>,” or emotionally-melodic rock. The 

e has hardcore punk roots and is 

acterized by whiney, complaining 

‘s with energetic, up-tempo music. 

irrent bands like Brand New, Taking 


¢ Sunday and Thursday are all classi- 


as emo bands, The genre is one that 
id to trace but becoming increasing- 
ypular among college-aged students. 
yw of those students drawn in by the 
¢ is Cahoon. He grew up listening to 
sic roek and country music but has 
«i a new appreciation for music in 


t took some time to adjust,” he said 


about learning the difterent ranges of | 


eMN0o, nm“, Menpsirnare 


After form ing the nur next came 
choosing a name. 


The name “Hollowell” was Dickerson’s- 


idea. He had a friend who attended prep 


school and lived in Hollowell dorm. One — 


day his friend wore a t-shirt displaying 
the dorm’s name. 

“I thought it looked cool on the shirt, ‘ 
Dickerson explained. 






make a real album for fans who come to 
ours Dickerson said. 
Hollowell recorded their first CD dur- 


_ ing the summer. 


ach member contributes his own spe- 
cial attribute to the band. Logan is 
known as the comedian of the band and 
plays bass. He is also newest to the music 
business. 
“This is the first band I've ever been in, 
and they have to show me a lot of 


Once a musical genre and name were things,” he said. 


established, gigs soon followed. ; | 

Hollowell played their first show at 
Dollar Bills Saloon in Meridian earlier 
this year when they headlined for 
Hillcrest, another college band that was 
well known in the area. 

“I was really nervous at the first show 
because we were not on our own equip- 
ment,” Dickerson said. 

The band borrowed Hillcrest’s instru- 


ments at that first gig and consequently _ 


made a name for themselves. But they 
are quick to admit that they had.a fan 
base before they even started playing 
shows. 

By distributing sample CDs, they 
developed a decent following, with fellow: 
ECCC classmates make up their “biggest 
crop” of devoted fans. 

Other gigs followed at parties and 
places like The Underground in 
Meridian. The guys soon came up with 
the idea of recording a CD. 

“Jeremy has recording equipment atl 
his house, and we decided it was time 
















Logan played guitar for three years 
before learning bass and has merged 
well into the band. Still, the first few gigs 
were nerve-racking, he said. 

You think if you mess up, It messes 
the whole thing up,” he said. “But I’m 
recovered from it now.” 

Dickerson is in charge of chord pro- 


” pressions, and the others develop their 
music around his riffs. Dickerson plays 


uitar and sings lead vocals. 
All band members write Lyrics for 


_ |songs. Cahoon plays drums in the band, 
‘and Gibbs plays guitar and sings, 


ideas for songs, typical to the emo 
venre, come from experiences that allow 
for complaint.“We write about everyday 


‘\hings that happen,” Gibbs saic. 


Past traumas and heartaches also find 


Hheir way into songs, 


“T've gotten inspiration from same al 


viv old flames for some lyrics,” 


ickerson added. 
Working around classes, parhtiniw 
ys and practice with the EOOC march: 


yp Pe 
ee 


ing band sometimes proves diffeult ut | 
the ahi try to practiceat’ least ones it” 


oe on stage is their favorite part, 
they said. One show is always different 
from the next. 

Playing clubs gives them a more pro- 
fessional vibe, but the party atmosphere 
allows a more relaxed, creative atmos- 
phere. The party sets are different from 
club sets because the boys feel freer to 
play their original songs. 

Club settings usually call for some ‘Top 
40 covers. Hollowell covers classic rock 
songs from bands like Tom Petty, Lynard 
Skynard and the Steve Miller Band. 
‘Those attending a Hollowell show can 
expect “a good time,” band members 
said, 

While the boys are having fun with the 
hand, they work with a professional 
mindset and constantly think about 
Hollowell’s future, 

“We don't want it to be just a hobby,” 
Gibbs said, ‘We want.it to be a career.” 

Hollowell plans to distribute their CD 
to area radio stations soon, They are 
always looking to play new venues and 
are considertng attending the same unlk- 
versity to receive music degrees. 

Hollowell will play their next show 
Oct, 2 at Bonita Lakes Pavilion. 

Oopies of their CD can be purchased at 
T’he Underground or through www.hol- 
lowell.tk. The Web site offers samples of 
gongs as well as news about upcoming 
shows. 
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Receives ECCC gerontology scholarships 
These students enrolled in the Gerontology Technology program at East Central Community College in 
Decatur were recently awarded scholarships for the 2004-05 term. From left are Manay Jones of 
Philadelphia, recipient of the Heart and Hand Jane R. Holbrook Scholarship: Sheila Jackson of Mendian, 
recipient of the Heart and Hand Gerontology Scholarship; Carolyn Mayes of Louisville, recipient of the 
Heart and Hand Eleberta C. Phillips Scholarship; and Jackie Miller of Noxapater, recipient of the Heart 
and Hand Myrtle Rae Burton Scholarship. Also pictured is ECCC academic counselor Michac exander. 
The Heart and Hand scholarships were established in 1999 by the nonprofit organization al promotes 
programs and services for senior citizens. The awards were presented dunng the oo ges annual 
Scholarship Awards Luncheon held Friday, May 28, in Mabry Memorial Cafetena. (&C Pro 
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59-28 win over Philadelphia 


nts on pass plays. 
«d the scoring in the ground game 
for 50 yards and two touchdowns. 
\led his own number for 64 yards 
ey LaPrade prided himself as he 
‘ight in extra points. 

rushing the ball were: Shara 
carries for 44 yards; Courtney 
for two yards; and Marcel Wash, 
e yards. 

has a power offense with the abil- 
ow the ball. Keith Brown, who is 
ss quick on his feet and able to 
eeds to be. Forest ts as fundamen- 
ny football in Class 3A. For that 
i be all over the field against 
Friday night. Forest will be look- 
ed division win which will nudge 
notch in the region standings. 


rriors of 
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Attend PTK Honors Conference ~ These officers representing 
_ East Central Community College’s Theta Xi Chapter of Phi 
. ‘ Theta Kappa, the international honor society for two-year 
colleges, recently attended a regional mini-honors conference 
held at Delta State University. Selected as the theme for the 
2004-05 honors study topic is Popular Culture: Shaping and 
Reflecting Who We Are. Students from Mississippi, Alabama 
and Louisiana participated in the six-day meeting, where they 
discussed ways to incorporate this year’s honor study topic with | 
chapter projects. Participants were also encouraged to become 
involved in pop culture and learn how it shapes students’ lives. 
_ From left are Courtnee Graham of Nanih Waiya, chapter 
president; Faith Hessenius of Louisville, vice president of | 
scholarship; Shana Smith of Union, vice president of leadership; 
I ppnger Vance of Decatur, vice president of service; and ECCC 
English instructor Debbie Boyd of Meridian, who serves as a 
a Theta Xiadvisor. 
itr,” (EC Photo) | 
fod 











ECCC PHOTO 


JACKSON RECEIVES SCHOLARSHIP 


Sheila ingle Jackson of Meridian recentty received a nontraditional student scholarship at East 
Central Community College in Decatur. Jackson, a freshman gerontology technology major, is 
shown with Joe Killens, Vice Tricot Nodhainineangeimeiiaietion ienkcne 


High School student with the award. 
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: Comm ihity College 
in Decliee The scholarship 
was established in August 
2003 by Newton Community 
Healthcare, Inc,, in partner- 
ship with the Grow Your Own 
The two-year award 

is designed to attract students 
to the healthcare profession, 
Boswell, shown with Joe 
Killens, Vice President for 
Student Services, is a first- 
year student in the College’s 
Associate Degree Nursing 
Program. 
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and plaéed in the Top 10 in four categories, Award winners 


Included (Seated from left) Me 


©9AN Stovall of Philadelphia. who 


laced ninth in Local Annual Business Report and teamed with 
Linda Moody (not Pictured) of Walnut Grove l0 finish sixth in 


Triplett of Louisville, who part 


pated in the Web Design com- 


petition with Nolan Burchfield (third from left) of McCool: and 
i | | rome 


for left) Of Union to finish 
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_ ECCC to Present Homecoming Court Oct. 9 
The 2004 Homecomin 2 Court at East Central Community College in Decatur will be presented Saturday, October 9. 
during baittium eactivities of the East Central vs. Co-Lin football game, Kickoff is set for 2:30 p.m. Members of the East 
ommunity College Homecoming Court include (from left) sophomore maids Stephanie Cul pepper and Amy 
Of Forest: and Lindsey Clanton of Lawrence; queen Shelly Ferguson of Hickory, maid of honor Quintisa 
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ECCC ASNEC officers 
Serving as officers for the Association of Student Nurses at East 
Central Community College are (seated, from left) Gina Nazary of 
Carthage, secretary, and Alan Krajewski of Louisville, president; and 
(standing, from left) Shonda Nowell of Philadelphia, reporter, Joanna 
Page of Union, vice president; and Bethany Garrison of Decatur, 
treasurer. ASNEC sponsors are Betsy Mann and Cynthia Odom. (EC 
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Attend PTK Holans Conference | = - 2 
These officers representing East | Ce itral Community Colleae’e That: 
Theta Kappa, the international he r society for two-year colleae a Xi Xi Chapter: of Phi 


theme for the 2004-05. hor 
Who We Ars: Set ro 
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Wins Free Tuition At ECCC 
Desmond Grahaip (68). 2.reninr at Noxapater High School, won free tuitic 
2005 fall semester at East Central Community College by successfully k 
extra point during “Be Our Guest Night” activities held at ECCC’s football ¢ 
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FOOTBALL 


Wins Free Tuition At ECCC 
Desmond Graham (left), a senior at Noxapater High School, won free tuition for the 
9005 fall semester at East Central Community College by successfully kicking an 
extra point during “Be Our Guest Night” activities held at ECCC’s football game with 
East Mississippi Community College Sept. 30 on the Decatur campus. Graham is 
shown receiving the scholarship from Joe Killens, vice president for student services. 
Graham qualified for the scholarship opportunity when his name was selected from 
among the approximately 200 area high school students who attended the annual 
event. (EC Photo) 
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EC Wall OSonia members 


These students from Leake County are 
members of the Warrior Wall 0’ Sound 
Marching Band at East Central Community 
College in Decatur. Members and their 
respective high schools are (front row, 
from left) Maeganakia Latiker and Tiffany 
Gilmore, both of Carthage; Amanda Dowel] 
of Edinburg, Daniel Boyd of Carthage, 
Amanda Wilcher of Edinburg, Nedrick 
Patrick of Carthage, Amanda Sanders of 
South Leake and Keyahda Stokés of 
FEARED IN: 
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Carthage; (second row, from left) Chris 
Kimbrough, Kevin Brown, Hyman Stovall, 
Jason Long, JoAnna Daugherty, Kari 
Freeny and Maranda Hart, all of Carthage; 


and (back row, from left) Perry Harris, 
Alexis Ricks, Marcus Wise and Marcus Hall, 
all of Carthage; and Patrick McDonald, of 
South Leake. Thomas W. Carson serves as 
Director of Bands, Jared Brownlee is assis- 
tant director 
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AST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


ECCC FRESHMAN CLASS woes Serving as freshman 
class officers at East Central Community College in Decatur 
are ey from. top left) president Kurt Nelson and vice 
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__Seing 2 sopharore class fies at Eas 
Central Community College in Decatur are (from 
Oeil oe cieathoet ae Cae ca 
School, vice president Ashley Clark of Starkville 
Academy, secretary Amy Ealy of Forest and treas- 
urer Shay Moncrief of Newton. 
“£00 PHOTO 
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_ New members of Central in 
Coleg’ Theta Xi Chap of Pi Theta Kappa 
the international honor society for two-year — 


Winston Academy ar 
product of Louisville High School. ECCC fac- 
ulty members Debbie Boyd of Meridian and 
_ Sylvia Wright of Louisville serve as Theta Xi 
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The Collegian, East Central Community Collegeis rock -- rol band, wil present thelr 
fall campus concert at 8 p.m. November 15 in Huff Auditorium on the Decatur | 

The popular group will present music by today’s hottest radio artists. Special guest will 
be the band Iilllcresti from Hattiesburg. Admission is free. Pictured are (front row, from 
left) bass guitarist Grant Morris of Philadelphia, vocalists Leigh Quick of Carthage, Griff 
Misso of Starkville, Luke Howell of Decatur, Carmelita Naylor of Meridian and Kailey 
Johnson of Philadelphia; and guitarist Phillip Dickerson of Union; and (back row, from 
left) trumpeter Chris Smith of Union, keyboardist Jeremy Gibbs of Morton; trombonist 
David Walters of Philadelphia, technicians Jonathan Walker of Hickory, Joseph LeBlanc 
of Louisville, Lee Dooley of Lake, Jeremy Hamm of Union, Richard Burton of Little Rock 
and Bryon Whitley of Philadelphia; saxophonists Liz Tullos of Philadelphia and Eric 
Henriarenn of Forest: and drummer Jeremie Jordan of Newton. Not pictured is vocalist 
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Kristin Bufkin (fifth from lefi) of Newton County Hi gh School and Jacob Lowery (sixth from left) 
af Winston Academy were recently selected Most Beautifil and Most Handsome at East Central 
Community College. Beauties and beaus included (from left) Coty Stokes of Nanih Waiya, 
Reagan Melton of Leake Academy, Kurt Nelson of Newton County, Megan Jones of Enterprise, 
Bufkin, Lowery, Niki Torrence and Kyle Gordon, both of Morton; Aly Burton of Newton County 
and Carl Spence of Neshoba Central. (EC Photo) 
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School and Jacob Lowery 
Beautiful and Most Handsome at East 
om left) Coty Stokes of Nanih 


Kristin Bufkin (fifth from left) of Newton County High 
left) of Winston Academy were recently selected Most 
Central Community College. Beauties and beaus included (fr 
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sixth from 
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Waiya, Reagan Melton of Leake Academy, Kurt Nelson of Newton County, Megan Jones of 


Enterprise, Bufkin, Lowery, Niki Torrence and Kyle Gord 
ton County and Carl Spence of Neshoba Central. 
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ECCC MOST BEAUTIFUL 

| ‘ Kristin Bufkin (second from left) 
of Newton County High Schoo! 
and Jacob Lowery (third from left) 
™| of Winston Academy were recently. 
) | selected Most Beautiful and Most 
1 Handsome at East Central Com- 
| munity College, Crowning Most 
| Beautiful was College President 
1 Dr. Phil Sutphin (left) and 2003 
1 ECCC Most Beautiful Ashley Buck- 
man presented roses, 
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to receive work experience and 
competitive wages in their cho- 
_ sen field of study in addition to 


receiving classroom ‘instruc- 
tion. From left are Fran 


Warmack (computer program- 


of Louisville and 


g option) 
Nolan Burchfield (computer 
network support technology) of 
Lobutcha. Chris Harris serves 
as Work-Based —_ Learning 
[moordinator. a 
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ECCC students recently 
named to Who’s Who 


Seventy-three students were 
recently named to Who’s Who 
Among American Community and 
Junior College students at East 
Central Community College in 
Decatur, according to Joe Killens, 
Vice President for Student Services. 

Students were nominated by fac- 
ulty and staff and were selected 
based on academic achievement and 
involvement in extracurricular clubs 
and organizations. They will be rec- 
ognized during the annual Awards 
Day celebration scheduled for May 
2005. 

Students and their respective 
hometowns include India 
Backstrom, Jennifer Ellen Johnson, 
Jodi K. Partridge, Cameron Michael 
Tawater, Elizabeth A. Tullos, Tanya 


L. Watkins and Robert Bryon 


Whitley, all of Philadelphia: 


Lauren Nichole Barrett, Kristin 


Deanne Chaney, Heather Lynn 
Clearman, Ty Aline Dowden, Sarah 
Drue Hickox, Victoria Joy Loper, 
Darryl Levon Mapp, Sharli Amanda 
Moulds, Diego Andres Perez. Heath 
Herndon Smylie, Ginger Michelle 
Vance and Erin Autumn Yelverton, 
all of Decatur; 

Todrick Jabar Body, Amy R. 
Ealy, Ashley Nicole Harrell, 
Courtney. Jo Hollingsworth and 
Mary Sawana Jones, all of Forest; 

Jessica Suzanne Boswell, Lori 
Annette Horton, Lindsey M. Knight, 
Joanna K. Page, Marley Ann Smith 
and Shana Michelle Smith, all of 
Union; 

Cynthia Denise Brantley, Valerie 
Ann Gibbs, Quintisa Shay Moncnef, 
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Brian Henry Sibley, Mary T. Vega 


and Christopher Scott Walker, all of 
Newton; 

Lindsey Marie Clanton of , 
Lawrence: 


Ashley N. Clark of Sturgis; 

Benjamin Joseph Clark, Jessica 
Alayne Creekmore, David W. Frey. 
Dru Catherine Fulton, Daphanic 
Marie Hatcher, Faith Michelle 
Heessenius, Bradley Jerome Hill, 
Ryan Lacardiss Hudson, Jordan 
Denson Kemp, James Theron 
MeMillin, Anna Alissa Price, 
Anthony Novak Stanford and Ronda 
G. Stroud, all of Louisville; 

Bradley A. Cook and Jessica 
Leigh Sheehan, both of of Little 
Rock; 

Corey Adam Coward, Rache! 
Leigh Edwards, and Lashedrick 
Mon Eichelberger, all of Noxapater: 

Julie K. DeBord, Betty Jean 
Dodd and Lee Ann Rawson, all of 
Carthage; 

Anya Grace Dickerson, Sharon 
E. Griffin and Kristin Nicole Taylor, 
all of Conehatta; 

Toney Lee Edison of 
Taylorsville; 

Shellly Ferguson of Hickory, 

Courtnee D, Graham, Cynthia H. 
Moody and Shamra White, all of 
Preston; 

Craig R. Martin and Roxana 
Marie Rogers, both of Lake; 

Ashley L. Nicholson of Chunky; 

James Edward Ozment of Epes, 
Ala.; 

Brandi Patterson of Lena; 

and David Lee Prewitt of 
Enterprise. 
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Scott Students ia BCCC W ork- 






Based Learning Program 


These East Central Community College students from Scott County are among par- 
ticipants in the College's Work-Based Learning Program, which provides students 
the opportunity to receive work experience and competitive wages in.their chosen 
field of study in addition to receiving classroom instruction. Seated from left are 
Larry Evans, Jr. (electronic technology). Jonathan Sawyer (welding) and Patrick 
Spence (welding), all of Forest. Standing from left are Lee Dooley ( welding) and T. 
Chris Anderson (electronic:technolegy), both of Lake, and Zack Rue (welding) of 
Forest. Chris Harris serves as Work- Based Leaming Coordinator. (EC Photo) 
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East Central scholarships 
available for adult students 


East Central Community 
College in Decatur is once 
again offering Non-Traditional 
Student Tuition Scholarships 
to qualified adult students. 

To be eligible, students must 
1) be Mississippi residents; 2) 
must be 23 years of age or 
older; 3) must enroll full-time 
at ECCC’s Decatur campus; 4) 
must have earned all previous 
college credit at East Central 

Community College; 5) must 


have earned a minimum of 12 
semester hours but no more 
than 21 semester hours as full- 
time or part-time students in 
an academic or technical field; 
and 6) must show the potential 
for leadership and academic 
excellence and have high moral 
standards and good character 
as documented by two letters of 
recommendation. 

The deadline to apply for 
Non-Traditional Student 
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Tuition Scholarships for the 
2005 spring semester is 
January 7, 2005. 

For more information con- 
tact Joe Killens, Vice President 
for Student Services, at ECCC, 
P.O. Box 129, Decatur, MS 
39327, phone 635-2111, ext. 
375, or toll free 1-877-462-3222. 
The email address is jkil- 
lens@eccc.edu. 
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Receives ECCC Bagineetag LS sauaiaatas ~ 
East Central Community College sophomore 
en ing major John Frank of 
Union is the 2004 recipient of The S. Lebrun 
Hutchison Scholarship, which is presented to 
a member of Alpha A pha Epsilon, “The 
Engineers,” who has the potential to succeed 
in the field of engineering or science. The 
scholarship, which provides $300 per semes- 
ter during the recipient's sophomore year, 
was established by S. Lebrun Hutchison, a 
1949 ECCC graduate who was the founding 
vice president of the College’s AAE chapter. 
Shown with the scholar- 
_ ship ee ing A is Joe 


Killens, Vice President 
for Siadent © Getvices: 
(EC Photo) 
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Area Students in ECCC Work-Based Learning Program~ These East Central 
Community College students from the Newton County area are among partici- 
pants in the College’s Work-Based Learning Program, which provides students 
the opportunity to receive work experience and competitive wages in their cho- 
sen field of study in addition to receiving classroom instruction. Seated from left 
are Tina Morgan (pre-bachelor of science in nursing) of Lake and Denise Poole 
(associate degree nursing) of Decatur. Standing from left are Wade 
Hollingsworth (computer network support technology) of Newton, Shane 
Johnston (electronic technology) of Lake and Jeff Laird (electronic technology) of 
Appe_ Hickory, Chris Harris serves as Work-Based Learning Coordinator. (EC Photo) 
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Lead ECCC’s PBL Chapter ~ These students 
serve as officers of Theta Chi chapter of Phi 
Beta Lambda at East Central Community 
College in Decatur for the 2004-05 College 
term. Seated from left are Romeka Smith, 
treasurer, and Veronica Holmes, president, 
both of Louisville, and Ashley Luckett, secre- 
tary, of Carthage. 

Standing from left are Jeffery Davis, vice 
president, of Louisville; Brad 

Walton, parliamentarian, of Decatur; and Ken 
Webster, reporter, of Philadelphia. Phi Beta 
Lambda is an organization for business stu- 
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dents. Kelly Cluff, who teaches computer net- 24 HEMOCRAT 


work support technology, serves as lead 
adviser. (EC Photo) 


Se 





N RECORD 


\N STAR 








..~N-LEDGER 


| eee 


ECCC Gospel 
Choir to Present 
Concert Dec. I 
DECATUR--The annual 
East Central Community 
College Gospel Choir fall 
concert will be heid at 7 
p.m. Wednesday, Decem- 
ber 1 in the Vickers Fine 
Arts Auditorium on the 
Decatur campus. The key- 
note speaker will be 
ECCC alumnus the Rev. 
Marcus Mann of Forest. 
There is no charge to at- 
tend and the public is in- 
vited. Brenda Johnson 

serves as sponsor. 
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ECCC TOP TEN BEAUTIES 


These young ladies were named to the Top Ten during the annual East Central Community College Beauty Pageant held recently in 
Huff Auditorium. Pictured are (from left) Reagan Melton of Leake Academy, Misty Mayes of Newton County Academy, Megan Jones 
of Enterprise, Haley Harris and Most Beautiful Kristin Bufkin, both of Newton County; Julle DeBord of Carthage, Niki Torrence of 
Morton; Lindsey Walker of Union, Aly Burton of Newton County and Jennifer Johnson of Neshoba Central. 
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ECCC Ac’ cents to 
Present Fall Concert 


DECATUR —The Ac‘cents, East Central Community College’s show choir, will 
present their annual fall campus concert at 7 p.m. Thursday, December 9, in the 
Vickers Fine Arts Center Auditorium. The group will perform hits such as “You 
Raise Me Up” by Josh Groban, “It’s a Miracle” by Barry Manilow, “So Yesterday” 
by Hillary Duff, a spiritual rendition of The Battle Hymn of the Republic and the 
Broadway tune “Puttin” on the Ritz,” plus many more. Admission is free and the 


public is invited. 
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CCC Ac’ cents to Present Fall Concert 


The Ac’ cents, Bast Central Community College’s show choir, will present their annual fall campus concert at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, December 9, in the Vickers Fine Arts Center Auditorium. The group will perform hits such as “You Raise 
Me Up’ by Josh Groban, “It’s a Miracle” by Barry Manilow, “So Yesterday” by Hillary Duff, a spiritual rendition of 
The Battle Hymn of the Republic and the Broadway tune “Puttin’ on the Ritz,” plus many more, Admission is free 
and the public is invited. Members include (front row, from left) Zach Logan of Newton, Felicia Chapman of 
Decatur, Kelly Bankston of Sebastopol, Victoria Loper of Decatur, Amy Kennedy of Forest and Bryon Whitley of 
Philadelphia: and (back row, from left) Sam McDill and Eddie Smith, both of Decatur; JoAnna Daugherty of Carthage, 
Grant Comans of Sebastopol, Luke Howell of Decatur, Mollie Cieglo of Forest, Cassidy Crenshaw of Philadelphia 
and Anthony Engram of Decatur. Vicki Blaylock serves as director. (EC Photo) 
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Students were nominated by ECCC faculty and staff members and were selected based on academic achievement and involve- 
ment in extracurricular clubs and activities. They will be recognized during the College's annual Awards Day ceremonies in 
May. Pictured are (front row, from left) Lee Ann Rawson of Carthage, David Frey of Louisville, Lori Horton of Union, Mary 
Jones of Forest, Quintisa Moncrief of Newton, Heath Smylie of Decatur, Valerie Gibbs of Newton, Ginger Vance of Decatur, 
Shana Smith of Union, Ashley Nicholson of Chunky, Shelly Ferguson of Hickory and Lindsey Clanton of Lawrence; and 
(back row, from left) Anna Price of Louisville, Lauren Barrett and Erin Yelverton, both of Decatur; Courtney Jo Hollingsworth 
of Forest, Jessica Sheehan of Little Rock,:Amy Ealy of Forest, Marley Smith of Union, Bryon Whitley, Liz Tullos, and Jennifer 
Johnson, all of Philadelphia; and Dru Fulton of Louisville. Not pictured are India Backstrom, Jodi Partridge, Cameron Tawater 
and Tanya Watkins, all of Philadelphia; Todd Body and Ashley Harrell, both of Forest; Jessica Boswell, Lindsey Knight and 
Joanna Page, all of Union; Cynthia Brantley, Brian Sibley, Mary Vega and Christopher Walker, all of Newton; Kristin Chaney 
and Bradley Cook, both of Little Rock; Ashley Clark of Sturgis; Benjamin Clark, Jessica Creekmore, Daphanie Hatcher, Faith 
Hessenius, Bradley Hill, Ryan Hudson, Jordan Kemp, Jay McMillin, Anthony Stanford and Ronda Stroud, all of Louisville; 
Heather Clearman, Ty Dowden, Sarah Hickox, Victoria Loper, Darryl Mapp and Diego Perez, all of Decatur; Corey Coward, 
Rachel Edwards and LaShedrick Eichelberger, all of Noxapater; Julie DeBord and Betty Dodd, both of Carthage; Anya 
Dickerson, Sharon Griffin, Sharli Moulds and Kristin Taylor, all of Conehatta; Toney Edison of Taylorsville; Courtney | 
Graham, Cynthia Moody and Shamra White, all of Preston; Craig Martin and Roxana Rogers, both of Lake; David Prewitt of 
Enterprise; and James Ozment of Epes, Ala. (EC Photo) 
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EC Cheerleaders Honored 


East Central Community College 
Fall Sports Awards Banquet hel 
Decatur campus. Brandi Durant (left), 
Neshoba Central High School, receive 





ween or LEC! OW 


Awards were presented to the above cheerleaders at 


during the annu 


recently on the 
a graduate of 
d the captain’s 


award and Erin Yelverton, a graduate of Newton 
County High School, received the academic award. 
Cheerleader sponsor Katie Sparkman and ECCC 


President Dr. Phil Sutphin made 


(EC Photo) 
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BeCC Gospel Choir ——— 


rhe East Central Community College Gospel Choir 
recently presented its annual fall concert in the Vickers 
Fine Arts Auditorium on the Decatur campus. Selections 
included “I'll Bless the Lord,” “Emmanuel,” “Put Your 
Trust in Jesus,” “Praise is What I Do,” and “Now Behold 
‘the Lamb.” The Rev. Marcus Mann of Forest was the guest | | 
speaker. Pictured are (front row, from left) LaToya 
Coleman of Louisville, Frances McLaurin of Bay Springs, 

| Brittany Triplett of Louisville, Nakecia Buckley of 
Philadelphia, Kenya Boyd of Morton, Olivia Barnes of 

| Taylorsville, Stephanie Hord of Morton, Tiffeny Gilmore 
of Carthage, Jessica Cager of Morton and sponsor Brenda 
K. Johnson of Lawrence; (second row, from left) Milini 
Campbell of Newton, Jennifer Rabon of Carthage, Pamela 
Carter and Shunda Horne, both of Philadelphia; Perry 

| Harris and Keyabda Stokes, both of Carthage; Anita 
Roberson of Louisville, John Gacklis of Carthage, Jessica 
Wash of Forest, Shaletha Wade of Nanih Waiya, and 
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Nedrick Patrick of Carthage; (third row, from left) Eddie , * the: if aE: | 
Smith of Decatur, Ardria Harris of Walnut Grove, Jackie oe | , | | ; | | : 
Riddle of Louisville, Amy Ealy of Forest, Shay ancte? Galathia Fortune, Latonya Hannah and Danielle Boyd, all and Ozzie Mec peer ae les 
of Newton, Stephanie Dennis of Philadelphia, Keith of Carthage; Henry Parrott o! Morton, William Davis of LaToya Triplett, bot oO Ss a ate er 
Watts of Forest, Ken Triplett of Louisville, Talisha Stewart Kemper, Chris Kimbrough of Carthage, Aelena Patrick Canton, Maeganakia Latter so mbus and D 
of Walnut Grove, Carmelita Naylor of Meridian, Ashley and Sherrell Brown, both of forest; Tiffany Willis of Carthage; Kimberly Wilson aes Sata av 
Nichols of Morton, LaRita Bates of Noxapater, Shani Philadelphia, Alisha Perry 0! Ludlow and Macqualine of Forest. Not pictured are Maranda 1 # and ¥ 
Miller of Louisville and Portia Campbell of Newton; Martin of Newton; and (fifth row, from left) Santana Wise, both of Carthage; and J eat ean a 
(fourth row, from left) Shumecka Carothers and Sophie Trotter of Laurel, Denise Bravele and Jennifer Williams, Watts, both of Newton. (EC P oto) 
Holmes, both of Philadelphia; Sara Stiles of Forest, both of Philadelphia; Erica Hunter of Union, Joy Harris SO oO x 

on MG — - = O. 

} «{ a. = 
qJ D 5 + a = 
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ECCC student receives scholarship 
Christmas came a little early for Letha Mae Carter (left) of Union, a 
nontraditional student at East Central Community College in Decatur, 
who was presented a $500 scholarship award for the 2004-05 term 
from the TeleSouth Communications, Inc./Fred’s Second Opportunity 
Scholarship Program. Carter, a freshman liberal arts major, is a grad- 
uate of Neshoba Central High School. She is shown with Joe Killens, 
ECCC vice president for student services. (EC Photo) 
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ECCC Concert Choir 


Members of the East Central Community College Concert Choir recently presented their annual fall concert in the 
Ovid S. Vickers Fine Arts Auditorium on the Decatur campus. Members include (at piano) Len Bobo, pianist and 
(front row. from left) Beth Faulkner and Amanda Sanders, both of Carthage; Jason Price of Walnut Grove, Chris 
Smith of Union, Daniel Merchant of Morton, Sam McDill of Decatur, Bryon Whitley of Philadelphia, Anthony 
Engram of Decatur,.Caleb Cochran of Carthage, Gwen Ruffin of Newton, Ginger Vance of Decatur and Jessica 
Cager of Union; (second row, from left) Dr. Chris Jenkins, director; Kimberly Fitzhugh of Philadelphia, Beth 
Richardson of Preston, A. Momit Abi Bell of Philadelphia, Alex Thornton of Carthage, Grant Comans of Philadelphia, 
Will Pearson of Decatur, Daniel Towner of Meridian, Jeremy Gibbs of Forest, Kelly Jo McGee of Hickory, Dru 
Fulton of Louisville and Joanna Daugherty of Carthage; (third row, from left) Katley Johnson o f Decatur, Andrea 
Jay of Newton, Jessica Creekmore of Louisville, Cassidy Crenshaw of Philadelphia. Jason Long of Carthage, 
Eddie Smith of Decatur, Derrick Morrison of Hickory. Dusty Walker of Hickory, Todd Body of Forest, Grant 
Morris and Angela Hardy, both of Philadelphia: Tracy McMahan of Union and Rebecca Embrey of Chunky; and 
(fourth row, from left) Meghan Moulds of Decatur, Sherrell Brown and Heather C rawford, both of Forest: Jenifer 
Vance of Morton, Victoria Loper of Decatur, Morgan Daugherty of Carthage, Krystine Harris of Sebastopol, Claire 
Stinson of Union and Liz Tullos of Philadelphia, (EC Photo) 
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C Gospel Choir 
"Last Central Community 
lege Gospel Choir regen 


vented its annual fall cancert i: 


he Vickers Fine Arts 
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. Selections included “J‘]} 
238 the Lord,” “Emmanuel,” 


it Your Trust in Jesus,” “Praise 


Vhat I Do,” and “Now Behold 
Lamb.” The Rev. Marcus 
inn of Forest was the guest 
‘aker. Pictured are (front row, 
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uisville, Frances McLaurin of 
y Springs, Brittany Triplett of 
usville, Nakecia Buckley of 
ladelphia, Kenya Boyd of 
tton, Olivia Barnes of 
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thage, Jessica Cager of 
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Keyabda Stokes, both of 
Carthage; Anita Roberson of 
Louisville, John Gacklis of 


Carthage, Jessica Wash of Forest, 


Shaletha Wade of Nanih Watya, 


and Nedrick Patrick of Carthage; 
(third row, from left) Eddie Smith 


of Decatur, Ardria Harris of 


Walnut Grove, hehie Riddle of 
Louisville, Amyjaly of Forest, 
Shay Moncrief @ Newton, 
Stephanie Dens of 
Philadelphia, K@h Watts of 
Forest, Ken Triph of Louisville, 
Talisha Stewart ¢ Walnut Grove, 
Carmelita Nayl ' iof Meridian 
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Ashley Nichols of Morton, LaRita 


Bates of Noxapater, Shani Miller 
of Louisville and Portia Campbell 
of Newton; (fourth row, from left) 
Shumecka Carothers and Sophie 
Holmes, both of Philadiaiphia; 
Sara Stiles of Forest, Galathia 
Fortune, Latonya Hannah and 


Williams, both of Philadelpt 
Erica Hunter of Union, Joy 















Danielle Boyd, all of @a 
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vol Carthage, Ae 
d herrell Seaeee 
Sere Willis of 


Philadelphia, Alisha Perry 6 
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of Forest; 





and Ozzie MeeMurtry, both 
Carthage; Josh Moore and La 
Triplett, both of Philadelphi 
Marvis Douglas of Canton, 
Maeganakia Latiker and Ale} 
Ricks, both of Carthage; 
Kimberly Wilson of Columb 
and Devon Clay of Forest, N 
pictured are Maranda Hart a 
Marcus Wise, both of Carth, ; 
and Jeremie Jordan and Robe 
Watts, both of Newton. (BC 
Photo) 
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ECCC Students Provide Food Items for Needy 
and other items were recently donated to the 
Center in Philadelphia by members of Theta 


Kappa, the international honor society for 


~A box full of canned good 
veshoba County Baptist 

Xi Chapter of Phi Theta 
two-year colleges, at East Central 
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Community College in Decatur. Mike Smith (center), Center director, is 


shown receiving the items 





Union; and Ashley 
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e. he items from (left to right) Brian § 
dent body association president; Ginger Vance, Dec 


ibley of Newton, stu- 
: : atur; Shana Smith, 
, Chunky. ECCC faculty members Debbie. 


Boyd and Sylvia Wright serve as Theta Xi advisers, (EC Photo) 
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ECCC Surgical Technology Graduates ~ These students recently graduated from 
te East Central Community College Surgical Technology program and were 
honored during a pinning ceremony held Thursday, December 16 in the Ovid S. 


Vickers Fine Arts Auditorium on the Decatur campu 


s. Pictured are (front row, 


from left) Tanya Westerfield of Morton, Melissa Eshee of Union, Kristy Bounds 


of Newton and instructor Kristie Pilgrim; (second row, 
of Union, Mary Vega of Newton, Ginger Walker of Hic 
of Newton; (third row, from left) Jashemia Cherry of P 


from left) Natalie Tillman 
kory and Dina Campbell 
orterville, Emily Hill of 


Philadelphia, YuVonne Kidd of Decatur and Shanna Jones of Union; and (back 
row, from left) DeAna Morrow and Teawanna Anderson, both of Philadelphia; 
Tyler Hagan of Little Rock and Mary Williams of Forest. In addition to Pilgrim, 





Lee Ann Shirley also s« 
(EC Photo) 
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These students recently graduated from the East Central Community College Surgical Technology pro- 


gram and were honored during a pinning ceremony held Dec.16 in the Ovid 
on the Decatur campus. Pictured are (front row, irom left) Tanya W 
Union, Kristy Bounds of Newton and instructor Kristie Pilgrim; (second 


S. Vickers Fine Arts Auditorium 


of Morton, Melissa Eshee of 
row, from left) Natalie Tillman of 


Union, Mary Vega of Newton, Ginger Walker of Hickory and Dina Campbell of Newton; (third row, from left) 
Jashemia Cherry of Porterville, Emily Hill of Philadelphia, YuVonne Kidd of Decatur and Shanna Jones of 

Union: and (back row, from left) DeAna Morrow and Teawanna Anderson, both of Philadelphia; Tyler Hagan 
of Little Rock and Mary Williams of Forest. In addition to Pilgrim, Lee Ann Shirley also serves as an instruc- 


tor in the Surgical Technology Program. 
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ECCC Wall O’Sound members 


These students from Leake County are 
members of the Warrior Wall O’ Sound 
Marching Band at East Central 
Community College in Decatur. Members 
and their respective high schools are 
(front row, from left) Maeganakia Latiker 
and Tiffany Gilmore, both of Carthage: 
Amanda Dowell of Edinburg, Daniel Boyd 
of Carthage, Amanda Wilcher of Edinburg, 
Nedrick Patrick of Carthage, Amanda 
Sanders of South Leake and Keyahda 
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Stokes of Carthage; (second row, from left) 
Chris Kimbrough, Kevin Brown, Hyman 
Stovall, Jason Long, JoAnna Daugherty, 
Kari Freeny and Maranda Hart, all of 
Carthage; and (back row, from left) Perry 
Harris, Alexis Ricks, Marcus Wise and 
Marcus Hall, all of Carthage; and Patrick 
McDonald, of South Leake. Thomas W. 
Carson serves as Director of Bands. Jared 
Brownlee is assistant director 
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EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


PROVIDE BOOKS FOR ECCC PROGRAM: Students in East Central Community College’s 
Theta Xi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor society for two-year colleges, 
recently presented various children’s books for use in the College's tutorial program. From left 
are Brian Sibley of Newton, student body association president; Ginger Vance, Decatur; Katie 
Sparkman, service learning coordinator; Shana Smith, Union; and Ashley Nicholson, Chunky. 
Sparkman's office is responsible for coordinating ECCC’s after-school tutoring/mentoring pro- 
gram for kindergarten through eighth-grade students. ECCC faculty members Debbie Boyd and 


Sylvia Wright serve as Theta Xi advisers. 
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ECCC Warrior Tennis Team 

_ Members of the East Central Community College men’s tennis team for 2004 are (from 

left) Roberto Orellana of Forest, Kyle Gordon of Morton, David Dennis of Collierville, TN; 

Brandon Walker of Nanih Waiya, Jeremiah Gillett of Louisville and Alan Taylor of Philadelphia. 
Brad Hodge serves as coach. fEC Photo) 
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| - ECCC TENNIS AWARD WINNERS 
East Central Community College’s Kery McDill, left, Brandon Walker, middle, and Valerie 







Gibbs, pent apan plaques they received as members of the school’s tennis team. McDill 
ned the Lady Warrior Award. Walker was given the Warrior Award. Gibbs was awarded 

sd. Tear : member Alan Taylor, who was selected as the male Most Improved, is 

. The Byer received their awards at the Spring Sports Awards Banquet in 
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: ECCC Lady We rm # ior 
Above are members o: Cth 


yr Tennis Team 











> East Central Community College women’s tennis tean 


for 2004. Front row, from left, are Anna bey Courtney Puckett and Ronda | : 





Stroud, all of L | 
Newton, Keri McDill 
as coach. (ECCC photo) 
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In back are Lynleee Healy of Macon, Valerie Gibbs of 
of Decatur, and Jess Davis of Louisville. Brad Hodge serves 
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